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Dedication 

ln tribute to Commander Hoji ia Henda, beloved son of the 
Angolan people and heroic fighter of the M.P.L.A., who died on 
the field of battle but who will live on forever in the heart of every 
Angolan. 
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Fortunately, for those who are fighting in the cause of justice and against 
tyranny, for those who aspire to freedom,  armed action is not just a 
sacrifice. It is not just a gulf for lives. It does not only stain the 
battlefields with the blood of the finest sons and daughters of our peoples. 
It is also a school. It is also the means whereby the people will continue 
the struggle in the future, after they achieve politicai lndependence, so 
as to be completely free, politically, economically and socially. 

Dr. Agostinho Neto 
President of the M.P.L.A. 

On 4  February 1970, the Angolan people entered upon their tenth 
year of war. Under the Ieadership of the M.P.L.A., our people 
have covered a Iong stretch of road sown with sacrifices and defeats 
as well as victories. They have done this in heroic fashion, with the 
determination that comes only from a profound belief in the 
Iegitimacy of their aspirations combined with the unshakeable re-
solve to fight to the end, to fight until victory is won. It has been 
a difficult road owing to the natural and artificial obstacles set up 
by the enemy and resulting from our own shortcomings-obstacles 
which have been overcome by courage and self-sacrifice. 
Such sacrifices cannot but have their dialectical compensations, the 
most outstanding of which is without a doubt that of seeing how 
the demolishrng critique of arms is today shattering the myths of 
centuries of propaganda, tearing aside the veil of lies and historical 
falsification and bringing about the collapse of a vast edifice based 
on the most barbarous and retrograde system of exploitation to 
which any people in the world has ever been subjected. 
The heroic action of our people-for centuries subject to history 
but now its worthy and responsible agent-is what gives our 
struggle the characteristics of a revolutionary process both dynamic 
and irresistible. There is no force that can paralyse it, irrespective 
of future circumstances, means or alliances. For our struggle bears 
the indelible mark of those historical events which transform men. 
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giving them superhuman dirnensions, and which characterise his-
torical epochs, speeding the wheel of mankind towards a more 
radiant future. 

Historical Background 

The national liberation struggle in Angola has its roots in a long 
tradition of resistance to foreign penetration. Over a period of 
four centuries, there were uprisings against Portuguese occupation 
and military conquest in various parts of the country. The collec-
tive memory of the people still draws upon the historie exarnple 
of heroes and warrior leaders such as Bula Matadi, Ngola Kiluanje, 
Njinda Mbandi, Hamavoko, Ekwikwi, Mutu ya Kevela, Mwachi-
senge, Kabalata, Mwe Mbando and Mandume. 
Towards the end of the last century and in the second decade of 
the 20th century, a group of intellectuals-among them Silvério 
· Ferreira, Paixão Franco, Cordeiro da Matta and Assis Junior-
for the first time used the written word to contest colonialism and 
it was they who laid down the lines of the modero type of nation-
alist movement. 
It was in this sarne spirit that the African National League was 
founded in 1929. 'The vanguard within it won recognition of the 
need to abandon legal methods of struggle against the colonial 
system. 
But it was after the Second World War, and especially after 1953, 
with the formation of the first clandestine politicai parties, that 
politicai life in Angola experienced a real upheaval. 
The first clandestine parties carne into being in 1953. The People's 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola (M.P.L.A.), founded in 
December 1956, emerged from politic::al groupings such as the Party 
for the United Struggle of Angola (P.L.U.A.), and the Movement 
for the Independence of Angola (M.I.A.). Later, in 1958, another 
organisation, the Movement for the National Independence of 
Angola (M.I.N.A.), also joined forces with the M.P.L.A. From the 
beginning the M.P.L.A. was active in the clandestine organisation 
of the masses in the towns and in the countryside. 
But in 1957 the P.I.D.E., the fascist police, was reinforced in 
Angola. On 29 March 1959, it carried outone of the biggest police 
raids, throwing dozens of leading nationalists and a mass of sus-
pects into prison. 
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One month I ater, on 26 April, tbe Portuguese air force was estab-
lished in Angola with a great deal of fanfare. And to greet this 
event, the Governar-General made one of bis most threatening 
speecbes: "The country is not defended if it does not possess a 
military structure ... " At the sarne time be was forced to recog-
nise for the first time that Angola was not living "in peace and 
harmony" when be said "leaflets have made their appearance in 
Angola, as we had anticipated ... " 
ln July 1959, there was a fresh wave of arrests especially 
affecting a number of M.P.L.A. leaders, among them Ilídio 
Machado. 
On 8 June 1960, Dr. Agostinho Neto, then Honorary President 
of the M.P.L.A., was imprisoned in Luanda. Tbe population of 
lcolo-e-Bengo, the village of bis birtb, protested against this arrest. 
Tbirty people were killed and two bundred wounded on tbe spot. 
This was the Massacre of Icolo-e-Bengo. 
On 25 June that sarne year, the Reverend Fatber Pinto de 
Andrade, now llonorary President of the M.P.L.A., a doctor of 
theology, Chancellor of the Archbishopric of Luanda and a member 
of the Executive Council of the Society of African Culture, was also 
taken prisoner. 
P.I.D.E. actibn was allied with tbat of the Portuguese troops. 
Constant raids, bouse-searches, the burning of houses and torturê 
became daily occurrences. 
On 29 December 1960, twenty nationalists, many of wbom 

· carne from the district of.. Cabinda, were sbot in a Luanda prison 
yard. 
Police terror successfully dismantled many of the M.P.L.A. net-
works and to a great extent decapitated the Movement's internal 
organisation. This of course bad harmful consequences wben the 
armed struggle was launcbed the following year. The Jack of cadres 
inside the country was sorely felt. 
Two conclusions can be drawn from these facts. ln tbe first 
place, tbe Angolan nationalist movement, whicb dates back to the 
tum of the century, ·is one of the oldest in Africa. If most of the 
continent has outdistanced Angola, this is to a great extent due to 
the difficulties inherent in underground struggle and to the pro-
tracted nature of the present liberation war. Secondly, the Angolan 
politicai struggle of tb.e pre-war period was waged clandestinely, 
which made it particularly difficult, especially when one takes into 
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consideration the lack of experience at that time of both the 
Angolan people and of the nationalist movement itself. 

General Politica! Line 

The M.P.L.A. is the only politicai organisation which represents the 
Angolan people as a whole and which is waging an armed struggle 
against Portugese colonialism and for national independence. 
' The M.P.L.A. is fighting for the realisation of the deepest aspi-
rations of the Angolan people, and particularly of the most ex-
ploited sectors of the people, the peasants and workers. Moreover, 
it derives its strength from the support it receives from the masses 
of the people. 

The fight against racial and religious intolerance and against 
tribalism and regionalism is an essential aspect of its programme 
of action. ln independent Angola there will be a place for all ethnic 
groups and religious beliefs. Only the national unity of the Angolan 
people will reliably guarantee the preservation of Angola's inde-
pendence against attacks by the politicai and economic forces which 
are seeking to divide them. 

The M.P.L.A. is combating all the factors used by the colonialists 
up to now to control the Angolan people, and it intends to restare 
ihe culture and traditions of Angola, since they galvanise united 
resistance to the foreign occupier. 
The struggle waged by the M.P.L.A. is also an anti-imperialist 
one. The Angolan people cannot dissociate their direct enemy-the 
Portuguese colonial regime-from its allies which, either from 
within N.A.T.O. or else directly, are helping it to maintain its 
hateful and retrograde oppression. 
The M.P.L.A. makes a clear distinction between the struggle 
waged against Portuguese colonialism and the Portuguese people 
themselves. Therefore, it has always encouraged the Portuguese 
opposition in its fight for the overthrow of the fascist regime, now 
led by Caetano, in so far as the opposition has given practical 
demonstrations of its support for the Angolan people's right to 
self-determination and independence. 
The M.P.L.A. is an independent organisation. There is no ques-
tion of its committing its policy to one or another system. While 
it enjoys the assistance of many progressive and anti-colonialist 
countries and organisations throughout the world, this is no impedi-
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ment to its pursuit of its essential aims. The O.A.U., Zambia, 
Congo-Brazzaville, Tanzania and Algeria give consistent support, 
as do the socialist countries. 
The M.P.L.A. pursues a policy of co-ordinating direct action 

a~inst the common enemy with the nationalist movements in the 
Portuguese colonies-Frelimo for Mozambique and the P.A.I.G.C. 
for Guinea Bissau-with the Conference of Nationalist Organisa-
tions of the Portuguese Colonies, C.O.N.C.P. Owing to its geo-
graphical and strategic position, the M.P.L.A. is directly concerned 
by the overall struggle waged by the countries in Southern Africa 
for their independence, against apartheid and racial discrimination. 
It is therefore in full solidarity with the struggle waged in South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia. 

National Reconstruction 

A Revolution is a complex process involving two basic factors-
destruction and construction. 
While on the one hand the colonial economy is destroyed, on 
the other a start must be made on building a new life. Alongside 
guerilla activity, there are three major tasks demanding the atten-
tion and efforts of nationalists; agricultura} and handicraft produc-
tion, medical care and the training of cadres. 
The National Union of Angolan Workers (U.N.T.A.), the Orga-
nisation of Angolan Women (O.M.A.) and the politicai activists 
help the action committees to mobilise the people for production. 
But of course not only the people but ali M.P.L.A. militants must 
take part in production work. 
Medical care and hygiene are the responsibility of the 
Medical Assistance Service (S.A.M.), which already has a few 
doctors and a number of nurses and nursing ·assistants in the 
country.1 

Although it is the task of the entire Movement, training cadres 
and raising the political and military levei of both militants and 
the population is the special responsibility of the Centres of Revo-
lutionary Instruction (C.I.R's). 
The C.I.R. must not only train militants politically and militarily, 
but it has to give guidance to the primary schools. Textbooks were 
very recently prepared with a view to launching an adult Iiteracy 
campaign. 
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Vast regions where a doctor or teacher had never been seen 
after five centuries of colonialism can now see the extent of the 
efforts made by the M.P.L.A. 

The Angolan War is an International Situation 

As is well known, economically Angola is more of a colony of the 
big imperialist powers than a Portuguese colony. Ali its greatest and 
most decisive resources are controlled by big American, British, 
German, Belgian, Japanese, South African and other monopolies. 
There is no doubt at ali that this greatly increases the difficulties 
of the liberation movement, which finds itself attacked not only 
by the coloniser, but also by the big powers. Furthermore, thyse 
countries are conducting a twofold offensive: on the one hand 
they are helping Portugal to maintain the colonial status quo, and 
at the sarne time they are sustaining pseudo-revolutionary puppet 
groups whose main function is to sabotage M.P.L.A. activities. 
ln this respect, Congo Kinshasa bears a tremendous weight of 
responsibility. The long frontier separating it from Angola should 
have made it a great help. Yet, prompted by the Americans, suc-
cessive Congolese governments have prevented their country from 
serving as a logistics base for the M.P.L.A., while granting facilities 
to Holden Roberto's puppets who, moreover, use them only to 
enjoy the "blessings" of golden exile and to murder M.P.L.A. 
militants with impunity. 
Furthermore, there is a geopolitical factor which is not usually 
sufficiently recognised. Angola is in Southern Africa, an extremely 
rich region which has become the last white bastion on the conti-
nent, led by powerful racist South Africa and controlled from 
above by the big imperialist powers. 
The South African racists openly state that their northern frontier 
is demarcated by the River Congo, i.e., the far north of Angola. 
And this is not just a statement, since South African bases are 
already being set up in Angola packed with helicopters and other 
modern equipment. 
Without imperialist assistance, it would be quite impossible for 
under-developed Portugal to pursue a war on three fronts-in 
Angola, in Guinea Bissau and in Mozambique. Ali the weapons 
used by the Portuguese army come from the western arsenais, to 
say nothing of economic, politicai and diplomatic support. 
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Taken as a whole, imperialist aid is so substantial and so 
decisive, that just one year's total boycott of Portugal and its 
colonies would be sufficient to stop the war. 
Fortunately, not ali the externa} factors are unfavourable. First 
of ali, the road taken by the Angolan people has already been 
covered by a number of peoples. There is therefore a wealth of 
accumulated experience, although national peculiarities do give 
rise to important changes, both politicai and military. 
There is also international aid  which, although not the prime 
factor, is nonetheless of inestimable importance. 
ln the main, the efforts made by certain African countries-
especially Zambia, Congo-Brazzaville and Tanzania, which are 
contributing to the liberation of the Angolan people despite their 
immense difficulties-are of tremendous value to the development 
of the revolutionary process in Angola. 
Finally, the fact that Portugal is conducting the dirtiest of colonial 
wars to maintain the most retrograde colonialism is restricting its 
field of politicai manoeuvre, while making possible the broadest 
mobilisation of world opinion on behalf of the struggle of the 
peoples in the Portuguese colonies. 

Generalising the Armed Struggle 

After the opening of the Eastern Front, ali the conditions existed 
for success in the great task which Dr. Agostinho Neto, President 
of the M.P.L.A., announced to the world at the beginning of 1967: 
generalising the armed struggle throughout our national territory. 
A new phase in the Angolan people's struggle was about to 
begin. 
Further explaining the new line at the beginning of 1968, the 
President of the M.P.L.A. said: "Other regions will follow this 
year, so that there are no Ionger a number of combat fronts, but 
just one enveloping the enemy in an encirclement which will para-
lyse him and render him inoffensive. This will be the prelude to 
the final blow."2 He added that our Movement's headquarters was 
no Ionger abroad but now operating in one of the regions under 
M.P.L.A. control. This fundamental statement illustrates an essen-
tial aspect of the M.P.L.A's strategic line-the struggle must be 
waged inside the country. 
And on 8 May 1968, the Movement opened a new front in north-
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east Angola, the Fourth Region, which includes the clistricts of 
Lunda and Malanje. 
On 6 June 1969, the Central Front was opened, the Fifth 
Region. 
lt is therefore a question of conducting a protracted popular 
and revolutionary war extending throughout our national territory 
and encircling the towns, which are being mobilised through dan-
destine work and which will be taken in the final phase of the 
war. 
lt is also a question of waging guerrilla warfare, which will be 
transformed into other more advanced stages without ever totally 
abandoning the guerrilla form. 
But, it might be asked, why wage a generalised war? There are 
three major reasons why the M.P.L.A. took this decision. 
1. It is necessary to bit the enemy's nerve centres, military, politicai 
and economic. 

2. By extending the war, we will force the enemy to disperse their 
forces. They will be encircled on ali sides, therefore becoming 
more vulnerable and being driven onto the strategic defensive. 

3. By throwing ali the people of Angola into the sarne whirlpool, 
generalising the armed struggle will consolidate the Angolan 
people's national unity. 
For the M.P.L.A., therefore, victory necessarily entails generalis-
ing the war. More than a mere watchword, this is a strategic 
objective, the very definition of the present phase. 
It is clear that generalising the war poses serious problems, many 
of which have to do with the size of the territory. The 500,000 
square kilometres liberated up to now (more than a third of 
Angolan territory) already represents twice the area of Britain, 
almost that of France and indeed five times the area of the colonis-
ing power, Portugal. 
Added to this is the shortage of cadres, which is quite natural in 
a country which has inherited from colonialism an overwhelming 
majority of illiterates among the population. This is why education 
takes on such irnportance in the activities of the M.P.L.A. and its 
mass organisations. 
Fortunately, the M.P.L.A. is no longer a young organisation. 

Fourteen years of existence and ten years of war have given it con-
siderable experience and the assurance of being able to solve the 
problems that generalising the war will pose. 
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The National Liberation War in the Colonies and Portuguese 
Fascism 

A few facts will be more than sufficient to demonstrate the under-
development of Portugal : 40 per cent illiteracy, almost half the 
active population living off agriculture, a national income of about 
$400 per person, chronic unemployment, 530 kWh of electric 
power per capita, and so on. 
Furthermore, since the signing of the Treaty of Methuen with 
England in 1703, Portugal has been dependent on the big powers. 
A few years ago it was estimated that two-thirds  of the capital 
invested in Portugal was either directly or indirectly tied up with 
international monopoly capital. The situation is much more serious 
today. 
ln association with intemational trusts, thirty Portuguese families 
(and their monopolies) dominate ali economic, social and politicai 
life in the country, forming the most rotten and greedy plutocracy 
in the world: 
The fact that Portugal is having to contend with three national 
liberation wars, in Angola, Guinea Bissau and Mozambique, has 
resulted in profound changes in fascism's economic, politicai and 
diplomatic strategies. 
ln the fi.rst place, three wars are a very heavy burden for a 
small and under-developed country. Avowed military expenditure 
leapt from 2,684 thousand centes in 1960 (23.7 per cent of the 
budget) to 7 million centes in 1966 (40 per cent of the budget). 
The estimate for 1970 is 16.7 million centes, i.e., 58 per cent of 
the budget, for expenditure on the fascist army and P.I.D.E. 
And while military expenditure is increasing, the growth rate 
of the gross domestic product is declining (it even decreased in 
1967, according to U.N. statistics) and failing to reach the targets 
set for the so-called development plan. The Portuguese govem-
ment has therefore decided to revise the "plan" for the 1971-73 
period. 
Agriculture has been lagging behind over the years (an agricul-
tura] country, Portugal is a big importer of foodstuffs) and the 
half-hearted attempts at irrigation on a few latifundia in the 
Alentejo are not such as to promote any appreciable development 
of that sector. 
For centuries Portugal's trade balance has been considered as 
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showing one of the greatest deficits in Europe; Portugal's balance 
of payments with foreign countries (excluding its colonies) also 
traditionally shows a deficit. Only the super-exploitation of the 
colonies makes it possible to balance what is called "the escudo 
area balance of payments" and to increase the gold and foreign 
exchange reserves of the Bank of Portugal, a sign of fascism and, 
a reflection of a backward economic policy under the conditions 
prevailing in under-developed Portugal. 
The Portuguese public debt, which was kept at a very low 
levei until 1960 (a "point of honour" for fascism), attained 33.6 
million contos in 1968, one-third of which represented short-term 
credits from abroad. 
To finance the vast military apparatus, the fascist state is now 
resorting to inflation, for the first time on · a huge scale. The 
growth rate of production is declining, but the means of payment 
are increasing at the rate of 15 per cent per year, as a result of 
which prices are soaring to dizzy heights (5.5 per cent in 1967, 
6.1 per cent in 1968 and 8 per cent between June 1968 and 
June 1969), while wages are rigidly frozen, with the help . of 
P.I.D.E. 
The crisis in agriculture is so alarming that the peasants are 
depopulating the countryside and taking refuge in the shanty towns · 
of Lisbon and Oporto, or else fleeing abroad. Added to the 
tragedy of the countryside is tbe flight from the colonial war. The 
young men  are deserting. Portugal has the highest emigration rate 
in the world today. Portuguese statistics do not reflect this situa-
tion correctly, since they make no mention of clandestine emigra-
tion, whicb is far greater than the legal variety. Even the 
composition of emigration bas changed. It is no longer mainly 
illiterate peasants who flee the Salazarist hell, but skilled workers 
and young students. 
ln their despair, the Portuguese fascists are throwing themselves 
at the feet of the big powers, mainly the United States. Feeling 
that the colonial war could end in complete failure, the fascists 
want to industrialise their country with imperialist aid. But not 
everything is going as they would have wished. Their "develop-
ment plans" are not being carried out, which is a very serious 
matter in their "race against time", because the liberation move-
ment is advancing by leaps and bounds and the world cannot wait 
for the "rusty old train" of the Portuguese. Indeed, the possibility 
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of Britain soon entering the Common Market means tremendous 
(and almost insoluble) problems for Portuguese fascism. Portugal 
does not have the wherewithaf to compete within that body. ln an 
interview granted to the German magazine Der Spiegel, former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Franco Nogueira stated that he did 
not wish to associate his country with the Common Market so as 
not to be dominated by the big powers. 3 

lt is true that Portugal sti!l holds a few trump cards. Its gold 
and foreign exchange reserves are still very high, as is its income 
from tourism.4 But above ali, its allies are there to help. ln ex-
change for mines and other colonial resources, the imperialists are 
supplying Portugal with ali types of modem equipment and con-
siderable economic and financial aid. 
The leasing of the American and French military bases in the 
Azores and the German base at Beja is paid for in war material. 
Since ali this is not sufficient, Portugal is increasingly coming 
under the umbrella of racist South Africa. Today there are South 
African bases in Angola. South African troops with their heli-
copters  and other modem equipment are engaged in the dirty 
colonial war. For South Africa is waiting for the day when Portugal 
has to give up and when it will try to take over with the help of 
the Portuguese lan Smiths. 
Ali this has merely aggravated the countless other contradictions. 
The coming to power of Caetano-who will never have Salazar's 
absolute authority-has simply brought to boiling point ali the 
confiicting interests (even in the fascist ranks). And Caetano will 
never be able to control these increasingly agitated and chaotic 
developments, for the fact is that Portugal is living through a 
unique period in its history, a historical tuming point. 
The struggle of the colonial peoples has been the catalyst. The 
Portuguese people will certainly be able to assume their responsi-
bilities and never again permit the history of Portugal to be written 
by the thirty families and their agents of oppression. 

The Social Situation 

The Angolan situation does not conform to any simple scheme of 
social classification. Indeed, very different social structures are 
superimposed, mingle, clash and come into open conflict. 
Even at the time of the arrival of the colonialists, society was not 
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at any clearly defined stage, since it was then making the historie 
leap from the egalitarian community to a class society. Alongside 
"domestic" slavery, money (in its earliest form) and large organised 
and stratified kingdoms, there was communal ownership of the 
land (but its priva te exploitation! ). This interpretation of realities 
found its echo in people's thinking and social customs. "Class" 
philosophy and customs flourished side by side with an egalitarian 
ideology and way of life. 
Then carne colonialism. It was not simple either. The Portugal 
of the 15th and 16th centuries was a feudal country, but 
a mercantile bourgeoisie was already coming into being. As 
is well known, it was only at the beginning of our century that 
Portugal s~ceeded in carrying out its very tentative bourgeois 
revolution.  A  new and capitalist mode of production was intro-
duced into Angola, this time through the intermediary of 
colonialism. 
The dynamics of colonialism is increasingly limiting the sphere 
of traditional modes of production, so that it can be said that 
all sectors of Angolan national life have been penetrated or in-
fluenced by capitalist relations. This is even more the case today 
owing to the upheavals caused by the war. 
By destroying the  hermetic tribal organisation, capitalism is 
creating a new social reality, the nation. The war is not only 
strengthening the nascent nation, but it has resulted in the creation 
of democratic and nationalist power in the liberated regions. 

Population 

ln the territory of Angola, which covers 1,247 square kilometres, 
there is a population of approximately 5.1 million. Population 
density, therefore, is four inhabitants per square kilometre. 
According to the last census (1961), the population was 4.8 
million. The most recent Portuguese estimates bring this figure 
to 5.5 million, but this does not take into account the growing 
numbers of refugees. This is how we arrive at the figure of 5.1 
million, which seems to us closest to the actual situation. 
Among these inhabitants there are roughly 4,750,000 Africans 
and 350,000 Europeans, including the 70,000 troops. 
The European population, which constitutes 6.9 per cent of the 
total population, lives mainly in the towns (60 per cent) and is 
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made up essentially of Portuguese, with Germans coming in second 
place. 
The overwhelming majority ·of the African population are Bantu. 
A few thousand people in south and east Angola belong to the 
Khoisan group (Hottentots and Bushmen, according to colonialist 
terminology). 
The Bantu population is divided into a number of ethno-linguistic 
groupings, the main ones being, from north to south, Kikongo, 
Kimbundu, Lunda, Chokwe, Umbundu, Luvale, Bunda, Luchaze, 
Kangala, Nyaneka-Humbi, Helelo, Ambe and Kwangali. 
Traditionally, only the peoples in the far south lived by cattle-
raising, while ali the others tilled the land, but the two types of 
economy have to a certain extent combined in the centre of the 
country. 
Below is the population density by district (according to the 1960 
census): 

Area 
District Population (squ. km.) Density 

Huambo 598,441 30,600 19.55 
Hui la 595,672 132,800 4.49 
Benguela 489,039 39,000 12.54 
Bié 453,106 62,200 7.30 
Malange 452,285 105,200 4.29 
Cuanza Sul 405,564 62,600 6.48 
Uíge 399,886 44,700 7.60 
Luanda 349,764 40,000 8.75 
Moxico 266,709 198,800 1.34 
Cuanza Norte 263,600 32,200 8.18 
Lunda 247,430 166,900 1.59 
Cuando Cubango 113,063 192,700 0.58 
Zaire 104,061 27,100 3.80 
Cabinda 58,680 7,300 8.03 
Moçâmedes 43,419 34,300 1.31 

The frontier zones are the least populated, since the people prefer 
to live in the countries adjacent to Angola, even when it is racist 
South Africa, rather than suffer Portuguese tyranny. Now, after 
the military campaigns of extermination conducted by the colonial 
army, especially in 1961 and 1962, the regions near the northern 
frontier have been almost entirely depopulated. 
Until 1960, the Angolan population increased by 1.66 per cent 
each year, a rather low rate as compared with other under-
developed countries, where the figure ranges from 2 to 3.5 per cent. 
The reason for this phenomenon lies in colonialism itself: under-

19 



22

nourishment, the Jack of medical care and hygiene, very bad 
working conditions etc. The infant mortality rate is one of the 
highest in the world. 
About 14 per cent of the population live in towns (of more than 
2,000 inhabitants), i.e., 700,000 people of whom 210,000 are Euro-
peans and 490,000 Angolans. Therefore, only 10 per cent of the 
Angolan population live in the towns, which shows just how 
under-developed Angola is. We may note by way of comparison 
that in Federal Germany 75 per cent of the population is urban. 
Luanda, the capital, has  a  population of 400,000, more than ali 
the other fifteen towns put together. Huambo (Nova Lisboa) and 
Lobito are also relatively big, having 100,000 and 80,000 inhabi-
tants respectively. 

Population distribution according to age group (1960): 
Under 14 50% 15 to 59 47% Over 60 3% 

The Angolan population is therefore very young, much younger 
than that of Mali, for example, where the corresponding percentages 
are 41 per cent, 55 per cent and 3 per cent respectively, to say 
nothing of France where the figures are 26 per cent, 51 per cent 
and 23 per cent. 

DISTRIBUTION OF WAGE-EARNERS BY SECTOR, 1967 ( estimated) 
Total 

Total Total No. No. Euro-
Labour Forced Employ-pean 
Force Labourers ees % 

Absolute Absolute Absolute 
figures % figures '1o figures % 

PRIMARY SECTOR 288,000 56.3 232,000 89 8,200 13 
Agriculture 246,000 48.1 207,000 6,200 
Cultivation, stock-
breeding & forestry 230,000 45.0 195,000 5,000 
Fishing 16,000 3.1 12,000 1,200 
Extractive industries 42,000 8.2 25,000 2,000 

SECONDARY SECTOR 93,000 18.2 9,000 3 14,400 23 
Manufacturing 
industries 45,000 8.8 2,000 10,000 
Construction 48,000 9.4 7,000 4,400 

TERTIARY SECTOR 130,000 25.5 19,000 8 38,500 64 
Transport & 
communications 35,000 6.9 7,000 6,500 
Commerce, banking 30,000 5.9 1,000 16,000 
Other services 65,000 12.7 11,000 16,000 
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Forty-seven per cent of the population, comprising people from 
15 to 59, are looked upon as economically active in Portuguese 
statistics. Of these about 511,000 are wage-earners (21 per cent of 
those who work) and the remaining 1,850,000 are for the most 
part small peasants. 
Whereas European employees are concentrated in the tertiary 
sector, Angolan workers are above all in the primary sector. Of a 
total of 511,000 wa?e-earners, there are therefore 449,000 Angolans 
(260,000 or 57 per cent of whom are forced labourers) and 61,00(' 
Europeans, an average of 7 Angolans to 1 European. 
If, instead of considering only wage-earners, we look at the tota· 
active population, the percentages become very different. 

Primary sector 
Secondary sector 
Tertiary sector 
or: 
Agriculture 
lndustry 
Transport and services 

90.5';/0 
4.0% 
5.5% 

88.7% 
5.8% 
5.5';/0 

Here again the facts show the under-development of Angola 
very clearly. ln the German Democratic Republic, peasants consti-
tute only 10 per cent of the active population and in France 36 per 
cent of the active population are industrial workers. 
It is fairly well known that Portuguese colonialism could not 
survive without the massive use of forced labourers, euphemisti-
cally known as "contract workers", or simply contratados. 
The contratados, as we have seen, constitute more than half 
the total number of Angolan workers, and in the most unpleasant 
and badly paid jobs-in the primary sector-they constitute as 
much as 80 per cent of the total number. 
Forced labourers usually come from the central districts-those 
with the highest population density-and are sent to the coffee 
regions (Cuanza Norte, Uige and Cuanza Sul), to the coastal 
fisheries (Moçâmedes, Benguela and Luanda) and to the mines. 
Wages in Angola are among the lowest in Africa. A forced 
labourer earns only 300 escudos5 a month, i.e., 10 dollars. The 
rate of surplus value sometimes exceeds 800 per cent, as is the 
case with the Diarnond Company. 
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Until 1955, the illiteracy rate was one of the highest in the 
world-99 per cent. 

Health 

According to Portuguese sources, in 1963 there were 261 doctors 
19 pharmacists and 985 nurses. The 1963 United Nations Statisti-
cal Yearbook points out that in 1961 the doctor-patient ratio was 
0.67: 1,000 in Angola, as against 7.8 doctors in Portugal and 12 in 
Denmark (1960). 
Portuguese statistics also reveal that in 1967 there were 4 
"central" hospitals,6 11 "regional" hospitais and 3 "sub-regional" 
hospitais, i.e., 18 State hospitais in ali, in addition to 56 "rural 
hospital centres" and 67 priva te hospitais and "health centres". 
There are only 35 materruty clillics, 11 "chiid-care dispensaries". 
26 "Ieprosaria" and 262 "health stations". 
ln 1965 there was a total of 4,645 hospital beds. 
Portuguese sources7 indicate the following pattern of growth 
as regards "health establishment" personnel : 

1962 1963 1964 1965 

Doctors 260 239 238 210 
Pharmacists 19 19 20 18 
Nurses 594  526 526 510 
Midwives 62 70 70 81 
Chemical analysts 8 6 6 6 

Instead of increasing, the personnel is diminishing! 
Of the 210 doctors in 1965, one-third lived in the district of 
Luanda, particularly in the capital itself. The overwhelming majority 
of doctors are therefore concentrated in the towns and their ser-
vices are intended essentially for the white population. 
Rather than simply calculating the overall number of doctors 
per 100,000 inhabitants, it would have been better had the U.N. 
statistics established differentiated averages for Angolans and Por-
tuguese. 
1t should be added that the quality of the treatment provided for 
Angolans is so poor that it is often of no more than symbolic 
value. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that the infant mortality rate is 
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one of the highest in the world and Iife expectancy no more than 
thirty years. 

Education 

Education is the social sector where colonialist propaganda most 
noisily attempts to "demonstrate" the effectiveness and viability 
of the Portuguese colonial system. 
Indeed, according to Portuguese statistics, the number of schools 
has increased and the number of pupils at primary schools and 
"schooling stations" rose from 104,000 in 1960 to 225,000 in 
1966 and 363,000 in 1967 f 68. That sarne school year, there were 
34,621 secondary school pupils (high school and tecbnical). A 
university has been establisbed in Luanda. 

But let us take a closer look at things. 
1. The very fact that the Angolan people had to take up arms 
before the Portuguese remembered that it was necessary to 
open schools is more than sufficient to show the incompetence 
and obscurantism of Portuguese colonialism. 

2. It is nevertheless true tbat the number of schools has increased 
But one should take into account both the growing number of 
Portuguese children in Angola, all of wbom  go to scbool, and 
the propagandist purposes of the education statistics. The West 
German magazine Der Spiegel bas already emphasised this very 
important aspect: "José Pinheiro da Silva, chief of education 
services in Angola, has stated that half the children in Angola, 
go to school. But even in a 'model village' in northern Angola 
inhabited by about 13,000 people, only 200 cbildren are learn-
ing how to read and write."8 

3. Even if the figure of 360,000 schoolchildren were true, it would 
still mean that only 30 per cent of all children (from 6 to 14) 
were attending primary school, and not half, as da Silva teUs 
foreign journalists.9 And this rate is stilllower than in indepen-
dent Mrican countries such as Gbana, for exarnple, where it is 
60 per cent. Moreover, in Gbana they are Mrican children, 
whereas in Angola a large percentage are Portuguese. A further 
exarnple is Zambia, whose population is 70 per cent of Angola's, 
where 600,000 children attended school that sarne scbool year 
(1967 /68). 
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4. Education in Angola is still the sarne as ever, racist, paternalist, 
obscurantist, anti-national and of poor quality. 

5. ln the high schools, and even more so in the University, the 
oyerwhelming majority of students are Portuguese.10 

6. The "1965-67 interim development plan" originally provided 
for the investment of 540,000 contos in education (capital 
development budget). Yet by the end of that period, only 
107,800 centes (less than 20 per cent of the allocated sum) had 
actually been spent. The "1968-73 third development plan" 
allocated 1,390,900 contos to education. However, total expen-
diture authorised during the first year of the plan's implemen-
tation was 75 per cent less than initially planned. Budget 
allotments for education (working budget) amounted to 334,900 
contos in 1968, which was only 4.3 per cent of the overall 
budget, a derisory sum. 
A special allotment of 100,000 centes has been made for 
higher education, bringing the sum earmarked for that branch 
of education to 70 centes (f.1,000 sterling) per student, as against 
1 cente (f.14) in the rest of the school system.n 

7. ln 1966-67, two-thirds of all schoolchildren were either in 
preparatory classes or in first year; less than one-fifth were 
enrolled in second year, barely more than 10 per cent in third 
year and only 7 per cent in fourth Y.ear. No more than 55 per 
cent of the children  enrolled in primary schools passed their 
examinations successfully, and of 18,550 enrolled in fourth 
year, only 4,279 passed the examinations marking the com-
pletion of primary schooling.12 This shows the very poor output 
of primary education owing to the authorities' lack of interest, 
the shortage of teachers and the exorbitant price of textbooks, 
arnong other things. 

Portuguese Colonial Reformism is doomed to fail 

The year 1961 marked a new stage in Portuguese colonial methods. 
ln essence, Portuguese colonialism is still the sarne, and this could 
not be otherwise. It is still brutal, racist, exploitative and filled with 
contempt for human dignity. This is proved by the barbarous wars 
of domination it is conducting in the colonies. 
But after the launching of the armed struggle, Portuguese colo-

nialism was compelled to make a few concessions in a vain 
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attempt to stop the irreversible advance towards national emanci-
pation. These concessions go by the name of "colonial reformism". 
ln the present phase, therefore, Portuguese colonialism is using 
two methods. On the one hand there is a war of exterrnination, 
and on the other "colonial reformism". These two methods 
are directed towards the sarne end-maintaining super-exploita-
tion. 
ln concrete terms, "colonial reformism" means the following: 

(a) There have been improvements in the educational system, as 
we have just seen and analysed critically. 

(b). A few Angolan functionaries have been promoted and their 
pay has been increased. 

(c) Two or three Angolans have become "deputies for Angola in 
the Portuguese Assembly"! 
This also requires severe criticai examination. 

1. There can be no large-scale promotion of Angolans, since this 
would come into conflict with the interests of the settlers living 
in Angola, who do not want to lose their jobs. 

2. There are unemployed Portuguese settlers in Angola. The 
colonial economy is in no position to absorb unemployed 
Angolans, whose numbers are constantly increasing owing to 
the exodus from the rural areas. 

3. Since they do not trust Angolans, not even their own lackeys, 
the Portuguese cannot afford to "inflate" them too much. 

4. The "Angolan deputies in the Portuguese Assembly" are of no 
account whatsoever; nor in fact are their Portuguese "col-
leagues". Fascism cannot afford such liberalism. (ln any case, 
these people are nothing but traitors who will have to face 
the Angolan's people's judgement.) 

It will be seen that "reformism" in Angola cannot be compared 
with neo-colonialism and that it is quite different from the measures 
introduced by the French colonialists under the loi-cadre. 
Whereas the loi-cadre carne into force during a period of peace 

in the colonies, Portuguese "reformism" has come at a time of 
war. When the colonialists build one school, they destroy a hundred 
villages. Consequently, it is quite impossible for them to fool the 
Angolan people. 
The dynamics of the colonial war-increased military expendi-
ture, continuai massacre of the people and, finally, the diminishing 
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income of the exploiters-prevent "Portuguese colonial reformism" 
from being a factor of any importance. 

The War and the Social Situation 

The war has caused a total upheaval. 
ln the zones of armed combat the greater part of the population 
have joined the struggle to build a new life under the banner 
of the M.P.L.A. ln the semi-liberated regions, all the people 
have been organised in Action Committees, organs of people's 
power. 
After five centuries of hardship and resistance, the Angolan 
people have reassumed the historical initiative of building their 
own future. They are finding within themselves the forces whicb 
will overcome foreign oppression. 
Substantial cbanges have  taken place in the regions tempo-
rarily under colonialist control. All activities "beat time" with the 
massive presence of the army. Whole sectors of the population 
work for tbe army, and attempts to brainwash the population are 
carried out especially by "Psycho-Social Action", a branch of the 
army. 
The flight from the rural areas is intensifying, so that urban 
unemployment is assuming proportions so alarming to the colonial 
authorities that it is now listed as one of the "internal causes of 
terrorism" .1 8 

ln the countryside, peasants are forcibly driven into "strategic 
hamlets" organised in the purest American style. But this, of 
course, only increases the people's hatred of the invader, while it 
decreases agricultura! production. 
The settlers are armed within the O.P.V.D.C.A.14 militia. Cries 
of despair, such as that of fascist Reis Ventura, can be heard: "We 
Portuguese of Angola must all be fully aware of the war around 
us, immune to the discouragement which would mean the beginning 
of tbe end, and absolutely sure that the enemy is not yet dis-
couraged; that he  is watching  day and night for an opportunity 
to catch us napping. We are facing a real and serious danger. The 
leadership of terrorism has passed from the U.P.A. to the 
M.P.L.A .... "1 5 

P.I.D.E., the fascist police, are taking advantage of the state of 
war to impose their tyrannical yoke on ali aspects of colonial life. 
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Even the smallest army units are o:fficially bound to include P.I.D.E. 
agents whose job it is to prevent any insubordination and to ensure 
respect for colonialist theories. Since it is responsible for internal 
"security" and also conducts military operations, P.I.D.E. performs 
the sarne role as that played by the German Gestapo and S.S. in 
the past. 

The So-called Development Plans 

The Portuguese are in the habit of outlining their economic objec-
tives in so-called development plans. The "first six-year plan" 
(1953-58) was followed by the "second six-year plan" (1959-64), 
the "ínterim three-year plan" (1965-67) and finally, the present 
"third six-year plan" (1968-73). 
An analysis of these plans will help us to understand the eco-
nomic concepts of the fascist Portuguese leaders. 
The first "draft development plan, 1959-64" states : "The struc-
ture of a development plan for a territory in Angola's state of 
development can be divided into two types of activity: those 
aimed at achieving settlement and those intended to ensure it." 
This means that the primary purposes of the first two plans was 
to establish white settlements (colonatos) and to improve the living 
conditions of the old settlers. 
The launching of the armed struggle for national liberation on 
4 February 1961 awakened the colonialists with a jolt. A new 
economic strategy was hastily drawn up and fully implemented in 
the "third plan" (1968-73), the "1965-67 ínterim plan" being the 
turning-point between the two concepts. 
The new strategy is aimed primarily at the rapid and Iarge-scale 
exploitation of Angolan mineral resources. Having no financial or 
technical means of its own, Portugal has had no hesitation in calling 
international monopoly capitalism to its rescue and granting it 
previously unheard of facilities, especially since the introduction of 
a very magnanimous investment code in 1965. 
Since the first plan was in ali respects insignificant, we shall 
confine ourselves here to an analysis of the last three. (See Ap-
pendix, Table 1). 

The sources of funds to fi.nance the last,two "plans" were as 

1 follows: 
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1965/67 plan 1968/73 plan 

Total in % of Total in '% of 
Headings contos total contos total 

I. SO-CALLED PORTUGUESE 

SOURCES 4,360,000 60.5 14,361,000 57.3 
(1) State 1,750,000 24.3 7,791,000 31.1 
Central Administration 1,000,000 2,000,000 
Administration in the 
Colony 750,000 5,791,000 

(2) Credit institutions 202,500 480,000 
(3) Private enterprises 2,407,500 36.2 6,089,300 26.2 
Own account capital 
formation 1,607,500 5,189,300 
Sale of bonds 600,000 ' 900,000 
Other sources 200,000 

II. NON-PORTUGUESE 
SOURCES 2,850,000 39.5 10,684,000 42.7 

Total 7,210,000 100.0 25,045,000 100.0 

But these are just the plans ! Between the plans and their realisa-
tion lies a chasm the colonialists always find it impossible to cross. 
Furthermore, one cannot sufficiently stress the propagandist pur-
poses of Portuguese statistics. 

Initial 
target Actual expenditure 

in thou- in thou-
sands of sands of Percentage of 

Item contos contos initial target 

Research & surveying 248.0 182.1 73.43 
Agriculture, forestry & 

59.89 stockbreeding 640.0 383.0 
Fishing 370.0 72.7 19.65 
Electric power 850.0 255.5 30.06 
Industries: 

Mines 150.0 103.9 69.27 
New Industries 1,418.0 
Share in investment 
capital 500.0 

Transport & Communications 1,930.0 1,056.3 54.73 
Tourism 24.0 5.1 21.25 
Housing & local development 
Social services : 

260.0 96.1 36.96 

Education 540.0 107.8 19.% 
Public health 250.0 82.0 32.80 
Radio 30.0 27.4 91.33 

Total 7,210 2,372.2 32.90 
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Indeed, in the 1965-67 period, only 2,372,000 contos was 
actually spent, i.e., about one-third of the initial target, which 
was 7,210,000 contos. More than 60 per cent of the funds carne 
from loans.6 

The implementation of the "1965-67 interim plan" is shown in 
the lower table on page 28. 
Although the investment target  for tbe first year of the "tbird 
aevelopment plan, 1968-73" was set at 5,504,600 contos, tbe initial 
sum autborised for expenditure amounted to only 1,346,000 contos, 
distributed as follows: 690,600 contos for transport and commu-
nications, 163,500 contos for education, 149,000 contos for the ex-
tractive and processing industries, 143,000 contos for agriculture, 
73,000 contos for healtb, and the remaining 126,900 contos for 
electric power, fishing, tourism and trade. ln December 1968, a 
further small allocation of 70,400 contos was authorised. 
About 70 per cent of these funds carne from loans.7 

Therefore, this "third plan" is doomed to dismal failure, like 
the previous "plans". Nevertheless, it gives a picture of the mono-
polies' rush for Angolan mineral deposits, since any reduction in 
allotments would not substantially change the overall "plan", wbich 
is remarkable for tbe empbasis given to mining (46.4 per cent of 
allotments) and to infrastructure development, such as roads, 
bridges and airports for military purposes (14.5 per cent). 
It should also be noted that Angolan agriculture, wbich employs 
almost 90 per cent of the active population, is allocated only 9 per 
cent, wbich gives an idea of the impoverishment to which it bas 
been doomed by the colonial authorities. ln any event, this 9 per 
cent is in no way intended to alleviate the painful lot of the 
Angolan peasants, but is solely for the Portuguese settlers. 
As regards sources of payment,  loans hold a predominant place 
and the colonialists envisage a 42.7 per cent participation by non-
Portuguese sources. Moreover, the so-called Portuguese sources 
have been deeply penetrated by international capital. 

The Economy of Angola in General Outline 

Because the economy of dependent countries follows the dictates 
of the needs of the exploiting countries, it is essentially unbalanced 
and sick from the very start. The anomalies are to be found in 
the unequal development of the various sectors and regions. 
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But let us look into this matter more deeply: 
1. Agriculture is by far the most important sector of the 
Angolan economy, since it employs 88.7 per cent of the active 
population, supplies 28 per cent of the gross national product and 
66 per cent of total exports, to say nothing of foodstuffs for the 
Angolan people, while it produces the greater part of the raw 
materiais for the existing rudimentary manufacturing industry, the 
produce of which is in part exported. Hence the fact that three-
quarters of ali exports are either unprocessed or manufactured agri-
cultura! products. 
2. Industry (excluding transport) employs only 5.8 per cent of 
the population; it supplies 11 per cent of the G.N.P. (1966) and 
34 per cent of total exports (1968). lndustry is therefore very poorly 
developed. 
3. "Other services", "defence" and "transport and communi-
cations" employ 5.5 per cent of the population and constitute 61 
per cent of the G.N.P. (1966). 
4. The fact that agriculture employs 88.7 per cent of the active 
population but contributes only 28 per cent of the G.N.P. is a 
consequence of its considerable backwardness. 
5. Monoculture reigns supreme in agriculture, so that in 1967 
coffee alone accounted for 45 per cent of overall exports. 
6. Even in the mining industry, the maio trend is the exploita-
tion of a single product. ln 1968, diamonds, iron ore and petroleum 
constituted the whole of this sector. 
7. The manufacturing industry is virtually confined to the pro-
cessing of agricultura! produce (sugar, palm oil, fish derivatives, 

I 

etc.). Heavy industry consists solely of a low-capacity refinery and 
two cement plants. 
8. Mechanical power consumption is low. Activity is based on 
the muscular effort of the millions of Angolans subjected to slavery. 
9. Transport is very deficient. ln certain regions there are 
absolutely no modero transport facilities. 

Agriculture 

ln Angola there are three types of agriculture, two of which are 
fundamental, while the third holds an intermediate position. 

1. Agriculture based on the big plantation system (mainly coffee 
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and sisai), essentially in the hands of settlers and colonial com-
panies, employing a vast number of Angolan workers (usually 
contratados) and using production techniques which are rudi-
mentary, although more advanced than the individual techniques 
uséd by Africans. These products are almost entirely for export. 
They are veritable "economic enclaves" of the economies of im-
perialist countries. 
2. The traditional agriculture practised by Angolans living 
within village structures and intended mainly for consumption by 
the community. Only a small part is marketed. Somewhat rudi-
mentary techniques are used (with the hoe and the machete as 
implements). It is under this system that maize, cassava, sorghum 
and millet, among other crops, are produced, and stockbreeding 
is practised. Statistics do not as a rule give production figures, since 
much is not marketed and therefore of no interest to the colonial 
authorities. 
3. Some crops, i.e., cotton and tobacco, are directly grown by 

Angolans living in the villages, but this is done under pressure 
from the Portuguese authorities. These products are reserved ex-
clusively for sale to the colonial companies and Portuguese traders 
at terribly low prices fixed by the colonial authorities. 
Angolan agriculture almost entirely lacks irrigation, drainage, 
organic or chemical fertilisers, insecticides and modem agricultura! 
machinery. Scientific research, too, is almost non-existent. 
According to Portuguese data, the total area of cultivated land 

is about 2.5 million hectares. lt is distributed approximately as 
follows: 

Maize 800,000 hectares 
Cassava 800,000 " 
Coffee 525,000 " 
Sorghum and millet 150,000 " 
Sisai 130,000 
Cotton 60,000 " 
Wheat 45,000 ,, 

Tobacco 11,000 " 
Sugar cane 9,000 " 
Other crops 30,000 " 

About 1.8 million people cultivate the soil, an average of one culti-
vator to 1.4 hectares, which is clearly insufficient. 
These 2.5 million hectares mean that only 2 per cent of the total 
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area of Angola is cultivated. This is a further measure of under-
development to be added to the others. ln some of the highly 
developed European countries, half the total area is tilled. The 
reason why the cultivated area of Angola is not greater is not only 
the shortage of manpower, but especially the Jack of mechanisa-
tion. 

Crops 

Distribution. The economic map reproduced on page 30 shows the 
distribution of the main crops. 
Production. Output of main agricultura! products, in tons: 

Page 24 

Years 
Product 1960 1963 1966 

Coffee 160,557 168,287 225,680 
Sisai 36,000 60,000 60,000 
Maize 340,000 260,000 131,000 
Cotton 19,139 13,700 20,360 
Beans 13,000 11,009 14,990 
Tobacco 5,000 7,065 
Rice 18,650 18,500 
Wheat 22,710 27,335 20,380 
Sugar cane 640,000 647,668 712,512 
Cassava not known 
Palm oil not known 

Far from increasing, total Angolan agricultura! production is either 
stagnating or decreasing, apart from cotton, which in any case is 
merely taking the place previously held by sisai. Indeed, sisai pro-
duction has tended to decrease since the 1961-64 boom, because its 
price on the world market has fallen disastrously. 
After reaching a 200,000 ton peak, coffee production has re-
mained stationary since any surplus might find no external outlet. 
Consequently, any future variation in revenue from coffee crops 
will arise from price fl.uctuations rather than tonnage. 
More serious is the fall in staple foodstuffs-maize, wheat, etc. 
The production figures for cassava and palm oil are absolutely 
unknown, because these products usually remain outside the com-
mercial circuit. Despite the Jack of concrete data, it is known that 
sugar cane production has also suffered a sharp fali. 
The ove~;all picture of Angolan agricultura! production is there-
fore a somewhat gloomy one. Industrial crops for export are at 
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a standstill and, more important, food production is actually de-
clining. Because of the population growth, the amount of food per 
capita is decreasing and the already under-nourished Angolan 
people are being thrown into the most alarming state of mal-
nutrition. 
It could not be otherwise since, as we have seen, agriculture, 
stockbreeding and forestry, taken as a whole, receive only 9 per 
cent of ali capital investment. 

Yield per hectare. ln Angola the yield per hectare is among the 
lowest in the world. To take coffee as an example, it is 370 kilos 
per hectare, whereas in Brazil it attains 500 kilos per hectare. 
The Angolan maize output is 340 kilos per hectare, while in Spain 
it is 1,630 kilos. The palm-oil yield is between 400 and 1,000 kilos 
of oil per hectare in Angola, whereas it is up to 3,000 kilos per 
hectare in Congo Kinshasa. This is not difficult to understand, since 
the irrational and abusive use of the land by the settlers soon 
leads to soil impoverishment. 

Social relations. We have already dealt with this question previously. 
Nevertheless, a further few details are needed. 
(a) The big coffee latifundia owned by foreigners control 80 
per cent of ali coffee production and employ 123,000 agricultura! 
workers. 
(b) Cotton, which was previously wholly cultivated by Angolan 
peasants, is now at least 50 per cent in settler hands. The sarne 
process is evident in tobacco growing, where the percentage is as 
high as 78 per cent. 

Profit rate. This is extraordinarily high, amounting to about 500 
per cent for coffee. 

Average Price per kilo (1966) 

Small-scale Export price Differences 
Product trade f.o.b. Absolute % 

Cotton 3$ 90 17$ 34 13$ 47 345 
Rice 1$ 74 4$ 34 2$ 60 150 
Coffee 8$ 00 19$ 56 11$ 56 145 
Dried cassava 0$ 66 1$ 74 1$ 08 164 
Maize 0$ 88 1$ 79 0$ 91 103 
Tobacco 5$ 65 17$ 06 11$ 41 200 
Palm kemels 1$ 90 3$ 88 1$ 98 104 

NB: 1 escudo is written 1$ 00, so that 1$ 90 is 1 escudo and 90 cents. 
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A scandalously high profit margin is obtained even with the 
crops grown by Angolan peasants and sold to Portuguese traders, 
notwithstanding the official Portuguese prices in small-scale trade. 

Production. ln the district of Cabinda, production is around 
150,000 cubic metres. Forestry operations used to yield about 
18,000 cubic metres in the district of Moxico, but military activity 
there has brought them almost to a standstill. 
ln any event, the Angolan output is insignificant when compared 
with that of other African countries: 1.4 million cubic metres in 
Gabon, 1.6 million in Ghana and 1.7 million in the lvory Coast. 

Social relations. All operations are carried out by colonial compa-
nies such as the Companhia de Cabinda, which is controlled by the 
big banks and employs thousands of Angolan workers. 

lndustrialisation. It is only in Alto Catumbela (district of Benguela) 
that the eucalyptus forests are used, by the Companhia de Celulose, 
for making wood pulp and cellulose. 

Animal husbandry 

Livestock. ln 1966, the following figures registered: 

Total Cattle Pigs Goats Others 

2,000,000 1,500,00018 120,00019 119,00020 253,000 

The district of Huila contains 50 per cent of Angola's cattle. 
This is the home of the Kwanyama people, the traditional herds-
men. The number of cattle in Huila has risen considerably recently, 
because a great number of Boer settlers from South Africa and 
Namibia have settled there and started stockbreeding. 
The cattle is not very productive and epidemies are atrociously 
rife. 

Social relations. Animal husbandry, which was formerly in Angolan 
hands, is gradually passing under settler control. ln 1967, there were 
further confiscations of vast pasturelands belonging to the 
Kwanyama people (in the far south of Angola), which the Portu-
guese divided between 19 settlers, producing a violent reaction on 
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the part of these valiant people. The arrival of the Boer settlers 
means not only that the scales have been tipped further in favour 
of foreigners, but also that more pastureland has been stolen from 
Angolans. 

Production. ln 1966, 12,534 tons of meat were produced (2,759 
tons exported to Portugal), as well as 10 million litres of milk 
solely for consumption by the settlers. 

Fisheries 

Distribution. ln Angola; sea-fishing takes place mainly along the 
southern seaboard, south of Porto Amboim. lt is there that the 
beneficial effects of the cool current from Benguela are most felt. 
The main centres are Moçâmedes and Benguela. Y et fishing is also 
assuming a certain importance in the capital, Luanda. 

Social relations. Previously controlled by Angolans, this branch of 
production is now wholly in the hands of foreigners who, owing 
to the protection they receive from the colonial State as well as 
the more profitable scale on which they operate, have ruined the 
Angolan fishermen. 

The "fishing crisis". The number of fish caught fell from 420,000 
tons in 1956 to 356,000 tons in 1964, to 327,000 tons in 1966, to 
292,000 tons in 1967 and 293,000 tons in 1968. This is what the 
colonialist press has called the "fishing crisis". There are many 
reasons for this, including the Jack of any serious scientific research, 
the use of primitive fishing methods (e.g. only 821 of the 4,988 boats 
used in 1968 were motorised), the fragmentation of production in 
small units, insufficient infrastructure development (no fresh water, 
deficient ports and communication !ines) and, finally, the Jack of 
technical cadres. 
Taking advantage of the incompetence of the settlers, inter-
national trusts, especially Japanese and South African, are now 
penetrating this new sector. 

Extractive industries 

Production. The Angolan mines, mostly open mines, are charac-
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terised both by the very low levei of mechanisation and the massive 
employment of forced labour. 

Output of extractive industries, 1968 

Minerais 

Diamonds (carats) 
Iron ore 
Manganese ore 
Petroleum 
Rock Asphalt 
Salt 

Total 

Tons 

1,667,133 
3,218,212 
9,150 

749,514 
30,603 
72,496 

Contos 

1,607,818 
466,410 
3,000 

355,142 

2,454,000 

ln the period from 1960 to 1968, the gross output of the mining 
industry leapt from 846 to 2,454 thousand contos, i.e., a 15 per 
cent annual growth rate. This shows the extent of the looting 
of Angola's resources. ln 1969, iron ore mining attained 5 million 
tons and petroleum about 2.5 rnillion tons. 
ln 1968, diamonds, iron ore and petroleum represented 97 per 
cent of Angola's mining production. 

Diamang-a state within a state. Founded in 1917, the Diamond 
Company of Angola (Diamang)  succeeded Perna, founded in 1912. 
lt is controlled by De Beers, the giant South African monopoly 
headed by racist Oppenheimer, and relies on the participation of 
otlier American and Belgian groups such as the Morgan Bank and 
the Société Générale de Belgique. 
Diamang has exclusive prospecting and production rights in an 
area equivalent to 81 per cent of the total area of Angola, and 
it employs about 30,000 workers. The vast territory controlled 
by Diamang (district of Lunda) is actually like an indepen-
dent domain where it lays down the law. It is "a state within a 
state". 
Like ali the other mining companies, this company has its own 
corps of mercenaries, which goes to show the collusion between 
colonialism and the monopoiies. 
The 1.7 million carats mined by Diamang puts Angola in fourth 
place among the world producers, with from 4 to 5 per cent of the 
total world output. 

Social relations. The mining industry is owned by big international 
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monopolies with limited participation by Portuguese companies 
and the Portuguese State. 
As we have already seen, Diamang is owned by De Beers, the 
Morgan Bank and the Société Générale. 
Most of the iron ore (from the Kasinga mines in the district of 
Huila and the Kwima mines in the district of Huambo) is mined 
by the Companhia Mineira de Lobito which is controlled by Krupp, 
the German monopoly. A small part of the iron ore (the Saia mines 
in the district of Malanje) is mined by the Companhia do 
Manganês de Angola, which is linked with American Bethlehem 
Steel. 
Four companies extract petroleum in Angola, the most important 
being Cabinda Gulf Oil, a subsidiary of its American namesake, 
followed by Petrangol, a subsidiary of Belgian Petrofi.na, Angol, 
oonnected with the Compagnie Française des Pétroles and Texaco 
Petroleos de Angola, a subsidiary of American Texaco. 
There must now be some 60,000 workers in the mines and oil 
wells. 

Profit rate. The surplus value in diamond production is so high 
that it reaches the incredible figure of 800 per cent. What happens 
with petroleum and iron ore is very similar. 

Manufacturing industries 

Approximately three-quarters of the overall value of the manu· 
facturing industries comes from the processing of agricultura! 

produce. 
Heavy industry is confined to two small cement plants and an 
oil refinery with a capacity of 600,000 tons, two activities which 
do not require any particularly complex technical processes. 
Machine building, a modero chemical industry (heavy and light), 
the manufacture of optical and precision instruments, in short, ali 
the essential and decisive branches of modero industry, are entirely 

unknown. 
It has been pointed out that the increase in the gross output 
of the manufacturing industries (at current prices) was about 15 
per cent a year in the period from 1962 to 1968. Of course this is 
a high growth rate, but it should not be forgotten that ali these 
products are for the sole use of the settlers and troops. Otherwise, 
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how can one explain the fact that, despite the wealth of phosphates 
and petroleum in Angola, the so-called "development plan" does 
not provide for the creation of a chemical fertiliser industry which 
would make it possible to improve the Iiving standards of the 
broad masses of peasants? 

Manufacturing industries (in contos) 

SECTOR 

Foodstuffs 
Beverages (beer and soft drinks) 
Petroleurn derivatives 
Textiles 
Cbemical industry 
(vegetable and animal oils and soaps) 
Non-rnetal mineral products (cement and glass) 
Tobacco 
Paper pulp and paper 
Rubber goods (tyres etc.) 

Total 

VALUE(1968) 

1,610,000 
608,000 
515,000 
490,000 
386,000 

317,000 
293,000 
167,000 
147,000 

4,918,000 

fio 

32 
12 
10 
10 
7 

6 
6 
3 
2 

100. 

Social relations. While it is true that there is more Portuguese capi-
tal in the manufacturing industries than in mining, it is still a 
fact that a considerable part of this sector is completely controlled 
by the big trusts. This is true of petrol refining (Petrangol/Petro-
fina), tyre manufacturing (Mabor/General Tyre and Rubber 
Company), the assembly of Land-Rovers and Hitachi receiving · 
nets, and many other branches. 

Electric power 

Industrial activity depends on the massive use of electric power. 
One of the most characteristic features of under-development is 
the fact that very little electric power is used. ln 1968, the total 
consumption of electric power in Angola was 457 million kWh, an 
annual average of 83 kWh per head, whereas in France it was 
2,200 kWh per head, in the German Democratic Republic 3,500 
kWh (1967) and in the United States 4,500 kWh (1964). 
ln Portugal, the annual per capita consumption is 530 kWh, the 
lowest in Europe. 

Power supply. Angola's hydro-electric power potential is tremen-
dous-5 per cent of that of the whole of Africa. It would amount 
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to 32 thousand million kWh without adjustment to take account 
of summer conditions. With adjustment, the potential could be 
increased 3, 4 or even 5 times. 

Power stations. ln 1968, there were 1,180 electric power stations 
in Angola, of which 1,114 were thermo-electric and 66 hydro-
electric. The installed capacity was 268 MV A for the hydro-
electric stations and 93 MV A for the thermal stations (respec-
tively 74 per cent and 26 per cent of the total). 
A very great part of of the electric power (30 to 40 per cent) is 
used for public lighting and domestic purposes. 

Social relations. Two big private companies contrai two-thirds  of 
the electricity production: Sonafe, whose output was 215 million 
kWh (1968) from the two plants at Kambamba (river Kwanza) and 
Mabubas (river Bango), and Hi.dro-Electrica do Alto Catumbela, 
whose output was 88 million kWh from the plants at Biopio and 
Lomaum (both on the river Catumbela). 
The forming of Sonafe in the fifties was accompanied by a big 
financial scandal involving a number of ministers and top officials 
in the Salazar .government. 

South Africa and the Kunene dams. The Matala dam on the river 
Kunene, in southern Angola, supplies South West Africa with a 
large part of its electric power! An uncler-developed country which 
inclulges in the luxury of exporting electric power! 
South Africa intencls to invest heavily in the construction of 
other claros on the sarne river, as is happening in Mozambique 
with the Cabora Bassa dam. Their plan is as follows : in the 
first phase they intend to invest two million contos in the construc-
tion of three dams upstream on the river Kunene for the production 
of a thousancl million kWh annually. Further claros are planned to 
be built !ater near the Ruacana Falis, ata total cost of 17.5 million 
contos. 

C onstruction 

Construction comprises a number of sectors such as building, 
bridge construction, railway-line laying, electric power plants, etc. 
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Below are the figures for the building industry in Angola: 

Year Units Area covered Value in contos 

1960 761 290,040 m2 339,843 
1961 494 242,923 m2 273,254 
1962 320 121,262 m2 159,502 
1963 317 137,677 m2 163,645 
1964 546 130,008 m2 149,517 
1965 628 185,946 m2 212,703 
1966 963 331,520 m2 404,202 
1967 854 349,229 m2 510,109 
1968 927 404,039 m2 572,659 

Building construction decreased considerably when the armed 
struggle was launched. The settlers later pulled themselves together 
agaifl, but the revolutionary landslide will eventually render un-
tenable all hopes of perpetuating the colonial system. 
The building industry calls for the following remarks: 
First, these buildings are put up only in an urban environment, 
while the countryside is relegated to total abandonment. 
Secondly, even in towns these buildings are not for the vast 
majority of the population, the Africans, but for the settlers and 
colonial companies. 
Thirdly, despite the apparent volume of construction, these 
buildings are not at all sufficient. Whereas in Sweden and most of 
the Common Market countries the funds earmarked for housing 
alone amounted to 4.8 per cent of the G.N.P. in the 1961-63 period, 
in Angola expenditure on construction as a whole was only 1.78 
per cent of the G.N.P. in 1966. Furthermore, it is obvious that 
construction efforts should be much greater in an under-developed 
country such as Angola than in a highly-developed country. 

Transpor! and communications 

Facilities for transport and communications are in a very rudi-
mentary state. 
Angola is very far from having a railway network, because 
there are only four railways, none of which communicates with the 
other. These lines connect the seaports with the interior, making 
it possible to drain the hinterland of its products, so that they 
offer the image of a robber stretching out greedy arms. 
ln ali, there are only 2,930 kilometres of railway lines in Angola, 
i.e.,  1 kilometre to every 1,740 people and 425 square kilometres, 
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as against 1 kilometre to every 1,800 people and 5.88 sqoare kilo· 
metres in Belgium and 1 kilometre to every 434 people and 28.6 
square kilometres in the United States. 
It must also be emphasised that they are narrow lines (0.6 to 
1.067 metre gauge, whereas in Portugal they are 1.60 metre) and 
also single lines. 
At the end of 1964, the road network amounted to only 23,000 
kilometres, 3,100 of which was tarmacked and 1,074 graded. 
Roads are now being built to link the various regions which 
have a high concentration of settlers (as, for example, the tarmac 
road linking Luanda with "Nova Lisboa", which goes through 
tbe Cela white settlement), while railway branch lines from the 
mines to the main lines are also being built. 
But most of the investment in transport is for the building of 
military roads, in the vain hope of crushing the Angolan people's 
struggle. 

Ports. As was to be expected, the three major ports-Moçâmedes, 
Lobito and Luanda-are also the bridgeheads of the three big 
railway lines. 

PORTS 

Moçâmedes 
Lobito 
Luanda 

TONNAGE (1968) 
2,538,000 
1,962,000 
1,342,000 

Airlines. The airlines link the main European population centres 
with Luanda, the capital. 
These !ines cover 10,000 kilometres. They are run by the D.T.A., 
a branch of Portuguese Air Transport, a company recently pene-
trated by Air France. Its very small fleet consists of three Douglas 
DC3 Dakotas and three Fokker F27 Friendsbips. 

Foreign trade 

Jt is obvious that a country's foreign trade must reflect its eco-
nomic structure. Angola's foreign trade very clearly shows tbe 
colonialist and imperialist exploitation to which the country is 
subject, the profoundly parasitic nature of Portuguese colonialism, 
tbe poor industrial development and the agrarian economic struc-
ture geared to the production of raw materiais. 
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Angola's trade balance 

1960 1963 1966 1967 1968 

ln tons: 
Exports 1,285,604 1,842,733 I ,715,749 1,960,935 4,182,689 
Imports 520,505 338,769 514,150 608,052 818,899 
Balance + 765,101 + 1,503,964 + 1,201,599 +1,352,883 +3,363,790 
In contos: 
Exports 3,565,492 6,359,390 6,837,800 7,796,363 
Imports 3,669,610 5,947,606 7,908,686 8,844,822 
Balance - 104,118 

4,730,313 
4,211,583 

- 518,730 --411,784 -1,070,886 -1,048,459 

1. Exports 
Principal exports (1968) 

Product 

Coffee 
Diamonds (carats) 
Iron ore 
Maize 
Si sal 
Raw cotton 
Timber 
Fish meal 
Dried fish 
Fuel oil 
Dried cassava 
Paper pulp 
Tobacco 
Palro oil 
Coconuts 
Tinned fish 
U nrefined sugar 
Oil for jet planes 
Fresh meat 
Bananas 
Beans 
Crude and processed wax 
Fresh fisb 

Tons 

188,642 
1,530,434 
2,893,602 
153,291 
52,641 
10,899 
135,394 
44,402 
16.253 
257,106 
67,634 
27,095 
3,386 
11,715 
12,349 
3,418 
13,742 
43,867 
2,576 
14,701 
14,161 
649 
5,046 

Contos 

3,531,278 
1,361,01)4 
645,369 
245,230 
201,740 
191,397 
189,375 
135,934 
119,629 
104,171 
99,999 
74,965 
73,437 
58,626 
56,859 
48,792 
48,680 
44,733 
43,073 
38,563 
36,758 
28,726 
23,585 

exports 
% of total 

45.29 
17.45 
8.27 
3.14 
2.59 
2.45 
2.42 
1.73 
1.54 
1.33 
1.28 
0.96 
0.93 
0.75 
0.74 
0.62 
0.62 
0.56 
0.55 
0.50 
0.48 
0.37 
0.35 

Angolan exports involve fourteen major products, hardly enough 
to ensure a stable economy, considering the fl.uctuations on the 
capitalist world market for raw materiais. But the situation be· 
comes even more serious when one realises that coffee and 
diamonds alone constitute about two-thirds of total exports and 
that the relative preponderance of these two products is growing. 
A further factor of instability is the fact of the great concentra-
tion of markets. Four imperialist countries-Portugal, the United 
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States, West Germany and Holland-buy up almost ali Angolan 
exports. 
Coffee alone usually constitutes almost half of ali exports and 
about 70 per cent of agricultura! exports. This is a typical case of 
monoculture, with ali its dire attendant effects, such as malnu-
trition. 
Among the eleven major commodities, only two-maize and 
cassava-are wholly produced by traditional communities, ali the 
rest coming from colonial plantations. 
ln 1968, 61 per cent of the total value of exports consisted of 

agricultura! products and the remaining 39 per cent o{ industrial 
goods, as against 66 per cent and 34 per cent respectively in 1966. 
Since a considerable number of industrial commodities are of 
agricultura! origin, about 69 per cent of ali exports were either 
raw or processed agricultura! products, compared with 75 per cent 
in 1966. These structural changes in favour of mining products are 
a  reflection of the new line in colonial economic policy. 
The mining industry supplies 26 per cent of overall exports (12 

per cent in 1966) and about 74 per cent of industrial exports (59 
per cent in 1966). ln 1968, it was confined to diamonds, iron ore 
and salt, but diamonds alone represented 67 per cent of the mining 
industry exports (88 per cent in 1966). 
Nine per cent of total exports are manufactured products (12 per 
cent in 1966) such as fish and maize meal, dried fish and palm oil. 
Exported goods include niaize, fish and its derivatives, vegetable 

oils, sugar, cassava and meat, ali of them essential and even staple 
products in the diet of the Angolan people, who desperately need 
them in view of the terrible undernourishment from which they 
are suffering. 
ln 1968, exports averaged 1,380 escudos per capita. 

2. lmports 

Angola's imports consist above ali of consumer goods. Only about 
30 per cent of the total value represents capital goods, and only 
a small part of this 30 per cent will promote the expansion of 
production, i.e., fixed capital formation. 
Yet it must be said that there has been some progress in this 

respect, since capital goods represented only 20 per cent of imports 

in 1966. 
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Principal imports (1968) 

Products 

Vehicles and spare parts 
Priva te 
Public transport 
Freight 
Others 
Spare parts 

Pig iron and steel 
Textiles, cloth, old and new clothing 
Wines 
Medicines and antibiotics 
Locomotives, wagons and spare parts 
Tractors 
Excavators, graders and spare parts 
Fuel oils 
Wheat 
Engines and spare parts 
Olive oil 
Shoes 
Lubricating oils 
Glass 
Tools 
Loading and unloading machines 
Codfish 
Condensed and powdered milk 

Contos 

877,934 
335,951 
229,387 
131,137 
30,120 
151,362 
864,032 
669,646 
544,183 
232,332 
191,864 
149,367 
145,931 
139,150 
129,222 
117,712 
93,250 
82,911 
82,699 
81,700 
77,832 
73,479 
67,998 
66,564 

imports 
"'o of total 

9.9 

9.7 
7.6' 
6.2 
2.6 
2.2 
1.7 
1.7 
1.5 
1.4 
1.3 
1.0 
0.9 
0.9 
0.9 
0.8 
0.7 
0.7 
0.7 

Fabrics and wines were for a very long time the major imports. 
Portuguese textiles are made with cotton from Angola and Mozam-
bique. Just like opium in old China, wine is used to besot the 
population. Even today wines and textiles represent 14 per cent of 
total imports, while increasing their absolute value. Finally, it need 
only be pointed out that Angola imports 3.6 times more wine than 
tractors! 
Apart from fabrics and wines, most of the imported consumer 
goods (private cars, codfish, cheese, olive oil, cosmetics, etc.) are 
intended exclusively for the settlers. 

3. Prices 

As is well known, under the imperialist system the law of deteriorat-
ing terms of trade between the under-developed countries producing 
raw materiais and the imperialist countries with their manufactured 
goods reigns supreme. 
Let us see how this law is borne out by reality in Angola. 
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Average prices of exports and imports (in escudos) 

A verage price Indices of average 
Year per ton pricesfton (1952=100) 

Exported (1) lmported (2) Exported Imported 

1952 5,931 6,240 100 100 
1953 6,862 7,144 115 114 
1954 6,050 6,345 102 101 
1955 5,780 6,340 97 101 
1956 5,427 7,090 91 113 
1957 4,845 7,295 81 117 
1958 4,082 9,285 69 148 
1959 3,612 8,659 60 138 
1960 2,773 7,050 45 112 
1961 2,916 6,918 49 110 
1962 3,077 10,847 51 173 
1963 ' 2,542 12,269 43 196 
1964 2,340 11,834 39 189 
1965 2,960 13,036 42 208 
1966 3,706 11,568 62 185 
1967 3,487 13,008 58 205 
1968 1,890 10,000 31 173 

4. Clients and suppliers 
(1968 data) 

Clients: 
PORTUGAL (2,676,262 contos) 
Share of Angola's total exports: 34.3 per cent. 

Products: 
Diamonds: 1,361,000 contos (total diamond exports) 
Coffee: 22,260 contos (6.2 per cent of exported coffee) 
Sisai: 106,998 contos (53 per cent of exported sisai) 
Maize: 227,607 contos (almost ali exported maize) 

UNITED STATES (1,851,933 contos) 
Share of Angola's total exports: 23.8 per cent. 
Products: 

% of (1) 
over (2) 

96.6 
96.0 
95.3 
91.1 
76.5 
66.4 
44.0 
41.7 
39.3 
42.1 
28.4 
20.7 
19.8 
22.7 
32.0 
26.0 
18.4 

Coffee: 1,801,993 contos (51 per cent of exported coffee) 

NETHERLANDS (774,785 contos) 
Share of Angola's total exports: 9.9 per cent. 
Products: 
Coffee: 704,846 contos (20 per cent of exported coffee) 
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FEDERAL GERMANY (426,764 contos) 
Share of Angola's total exports: 5.5 per cent. 
Products: 
Iron ore: 230,443 contos (35 per cent of exported iron ore) 
Dried cassava: 41,781 contos 
Fish derivatives: 25-,197 contos 

JAPAN (379,821 contos) 
Share of Angola's total exports: 4.9 per cent. 

Products: 
Iron ore: 366,409 contos (56 per cent of exported iron ore) 

BRITAIN (118,556 contos)21 

Share of Angola's total exports: 1.5 per cent. 
I'roducts: 
Paper pulp: 42,000 contos 
Coffee: 38,000 contos 
Iron ore: 15,723 contos 

Other clients: 
Spain 
Canada 
South Africa 
Congo Kinshasa 
Belgium/Luxemburg 
Italy 
Switzerland 
France 

Suppliers: 

PORTUGAL (3,176,516 contos) 

187,231 contos 
176,143 " 
135,907 

109,457 " 
98,385 " 
54,684 " 
41,017 " 
37,491 " 

Share of Angola's total imports: 35.9 per cent. 
Products: 

2 .4% 

2.3'/"o 
1.7% 

1.4% 

1.3% 
0.7% 

0.5% 

0.5% 

Wines: 530,491 contos (almost all imported wines) 
Textiles: 434,272 contos (almost all imported textiles) 
Iron and steel : 172,342 contos 
Clothing: 123,360 contos 
Olive oil: 93,243 contos (ali imported oil) • 
Shoes: 81,143 contos 
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UNITED STATES (1,040,217 contos) 
Share of Angola's total imports: 11.8 per cent. 
Products: 
V ehicles : 105,513 contos 
Iron and steel: 76,351 contos 
Foodstuffs: 39,740 contos 

FEDERAL GERMANY (979,270 contos) 
Share of Angola's total imports: 11.1 per cent. 
Products: 
Vehicles: 189,999 contos 
Iron and steel: 134,857 contos 
Medicines: 42,564 contos 

BRITAIN (788,939 contos) 
Share of Angola's total imports: 8.9 per cent. 
Products: 
Vehicles: 265,411 contos 
Iron and steel: 30,919 contos 
Medicines: 26,928 contos 

FRANCE (457,521 contos) 
Share of Angola's total imports: 5.2 per cent. 
Products: 
Foodstuffs: 98,296 contos 
Iron and steel: 12,430 contos 
. Medicines: 12,430 contos 

NETHERLANDS (318,822 contos) 
Share of Angola's total imports: 3.5 per cent. 
Products: 
Iron and steel : 170,705 contos 

JAI'AN (291,784 contos) 
Share of Angola's total imports: 3.3 per cent. 
Products: 
Vehicles: 98,962 contos 
Iron and steel: 36,525 contos 

Other suppliers: 
Belgium/Luxemburg 249,717 contos 

48 

2.8% 



51

South Africa 
Italy 
Sweden 
Iran 
Switzerland 

5. T he colonial pact 

219,930 
218,460 
166,441 
128,542 
82,461 

2.5'/'o 
2.5% 
1.9% 
1.5% 
0.9% 

Angola's foreign trade is mainly with Portugal (34 per cent of 
exports and 36 per cent of imports). ln the last analysis, this is 
a classical example of the "colonial pact". ln this respect, Angola's 
situation is even worse than that of other colonies, because since 
Portugal is an under-developed country, its only large-scale exports 
are wines, textiles, olive oil ail.d tinned sardines, i.e., things which 
are inessential or which could be produced in Angola. These 
Portuguese commodities enjoy monopoly status in the colonies 
and can therefore be sold at exorbitant prices. From the official 
statistics it is easily seen that virtually ali the wines, textiles and 
other Angolan imports come from Portugal. 
But the most shameless plunder is in relation to the purchase 

of Portuguese iron and steel (produced by the small Siderurgia 
Nacional financed by Krupp), the non-competitive prices of which 
make it  impossible to sell them elsewhere in the world. 
Finally, it should be pointed out that since Portugal is unable 

to process the principal raw materiais in its own territory, it sells 
them to the big powers. 

The monetary situation-infiation 

As regards the means of payment, · the pattern is indicated in 
Appendix table 2, Page 62. 
Whereas the gross domestic product increased 1.2 times in the 
period from 1960 to 1968, the means of production increased 3.2 
times. 
The Portuguese themselves are speaking of inflation. 
Prices are rising ali the time. Taking 100 as the index for 1938, 
the retail prices of the main consumer goods reached 331 in 1961 
and 419 in 1966. But of course these are the offi.cial índices, based 
on offi.cial prices, the real situation is much more serious. 
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Prices are going up, but the wages of Angolans are kept at the 
sarne levei. Who then is benefiting from the inflation? 
At a time when Portuguese colonialism is in serious difficulties, 
it is only natural that inflation should be resorted to to an alarming 
degree. 

6. T he balance of payments 

As we have seen in the chapter on foreign trade, the balance of 
payments traditionally shows a deficit. Let us take a closer look 
at the situation. 
ln the period under survey (1958-68), total payments showed a 
deficit of about 5 million contos. It is as a palliative to this 
situation that the colonial government is always taking loans from 
the Lisbon government and the colonial companies. 
Balance of payments (in thousands of contos):-

ln come Expenditure Balance 

Year Visible Invisible Total Visible Invisible Total 

1958 3,162 154 3,316 2,252 1,007 3,259 +55 
1959 2,819 215 3,034 2,187 1,046 3,233 -199 
1960 2,834 295 3.129 2,511 997 3,508 -379 
1961 2,982 888 3,870 2,985 1,024 4,009 -139 
1962 3,535 1,170 4,705 3,589 886 4,475 +230 
1963 3,841 1,280 5,121 4,385 1,619 6,004 -883 
1964 4,832 1,198 6,030 4,320 1,963 6,283 -253 
1965 4,819 1,835 6,654 5,306 1,977 7,283 -629 
1966 4,783 2,029 6,812 5,382 2,295 7,677 -865 
. 1967 5,584 2,474 8,058 6,443 2,512 8,955 -897 
1968 6,238 3,434 9,673 7,243 3,283 10,526 -853 

The reasons for the chronic deficit are structural ones: once capital 
is realised, it is repatriated in the form of  profits, interest, price-
differential, etc. ln any event, the statutes of the "exchange fund" 
give priority to the export of profits. 

7. The budget 
The national accounts of Angola showed the following figures in 
1960,  1962, 1966 and 1968: 
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National accounts of Angola (in contos) 

1960 1962 1966 1968 

Ordinary revenue 1,966,934 2,459,528 4,489,007 6,345,788 
Extraordinary revenue 763,863  911,192 1,161,357 1,725,309 

TOTAL REVENUE 2,730,797 3,370,720 5,650,434 8,071,097 
Ordinary Expenditure 1,869,788 2,099,410 4,187,377 5,755,942 
Extraordinary expen-
diture 764,222 928,367 1,163,757 1,892,907 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2,633,007 3,027,777 5,351,134 7,648,849 

CREDIT BALANCE 97,790 342,943 299,300 422,248 

According to Salazarist concepts, the accounts of the colonies must 
always balance. This is not usually the case in other colonies, 
where the colonial power subsidises a part of public expenditure. 
The balance accumulated since 1932 is being spent on the war 
and on so-called development plans. 
It can be seen that total expenditure rose 2.9 times in the period 
from 1960 to 1968, whereas the G.N.P. rose only 1.2 times, which 
means that the budget percentage of the total product is constantly 
increasing. 
ln the section on revenue, the so-called "general minimum tax" 
appears very prominently in third place. This is the former "native 
tax". The fact that its name has been changed obviously makes 
no difference to its super-exploitative character. 

Principal taxes in 1968 

Taxes Contos 

Import duty 525,237 
Export duty 353,263 
"General minimum tax" 317,830 
"Stamp tax" 317,757 
Tax on production and consumption 297,899 
General customs duty 243,381 
Tax on the consumption of petroleum products 242,374 
Share of Diamang profits 234,329 
Extraordinary tax "for the defence of Angola" 200,000 
Industrial contribution 173,359 
Tax on the manufacture and consumption of beer 166,334 
Complementary tax 164,749 
Occupational tax 104,201 
Settlement stamp tax 74,500 
Tax on urban property 68,840 
Capital tax 52,859 
Operating tax 50,550 

Also to be noted is the so-called "tax for the defence of Angola", 
which amounts to 200,000 contos, as well as the "settlement stamp 
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tax" (a settlement tax paid by means of a revenue stamp to finance 
white settlement). 
It will be noted that the great importance attached to indirect 
taxes places the burden of taxation on the population as a whole, 
i.e., primarily on the African population. 

Expenditure in 1960, 1966 and 1968 (in contos) 

Item 

ORDINARY EXPENDITURE 

1. "Public debt of Angola" 
2. Colonial government and 
its offices 

3. Pensions 
4. General administration 
5. Treasury services 
6. "Law" services 
7. "Development" services 
8. Armed forces 
9. Navy 
10. General costs 
11. Previous periods 

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURB 
1. "Development plan" 
2. Other extraordinary expen-
diture 
Total 
Grand total 

1960 

64,397 

9,216 
43,000 
322,352 
84,804 
28,810 
648,869 
212,600 
13,239 
445,222 
15,500 

1,888,009 

1,063,362 
2,951,371 

1966 

231,536 

12,904 
46,056 
806,846 
91,183 
61,824 

1,503,451 
606,966 
22,810 
798,088 
5,711 

4,187,377 

844,041 

319,716 
1,163,757 
5,351,134 

1968 

300,083 

20,707 
58,606 

1,146,719 
110,719 
68,978 

2,141,645 
809,971 
26,500 

1,062,809 
9,591 

5,775,942 

1,892,907 
7,648,849 

It should be noted that during the period from 1960 to 1968 military 
expenditure increased 3.8 times, that of the administration 3.5 
times, "development services" 3.3 times and "general costs" 2.3 
times. 
From 1960 to 1968, military expenditure increased by about 
17 per cent annually, as against 6 per cent in the whole world and 
7.5 per cent in the under-developed countries. 
It is quite clear that actual military expenditure is much higher 

than the Portuguese say. For instance, "other extraordinary expen-
diture" is in fact earmarked for the armed forces. A substantial 
part of expenditure on "general administration", "general costs", 
"development services" and the "development plan" is military 
expenditure (or expenditure of a military nature), either for the 
army, the P.I.D.E. (political police) or the O.P.V.D.C.A. (settlers' 
militia) so that we estimate the budget of the armed forces at 
2 miiiion contos. 
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But that is not ali, because the Angolan war is sustained by 
the budgets of both Portugal and Angola, the larger part being 
borne by Portugal's budget. 
The Portuguese do not even trouble to mention expenditure on 
education and public health, because it is really quite insignificant. 
The "public debt" is 6 million contos. This is a debt which was 
entered into without the Angolan people's consent, for the pur-
pose of financing a war against them. Is it therefore to be expected 
that this debt will be repaid after independence? 

8. lnternational sources of finance and the colonial companies 

The table below gives the names of the main companies, the eco-
nomic sector in which they operate and their ties with international 
and Portuguese monopolies. ' 

S'ectors 

Coffee 

Sisa! 

Cotton 

Sugar 

Timber 

Companies Monopolies 

AGRICULTURE 

Companhia Angolana de Agri-} 
cultura (CADA) (60,000 hectares 
and 11,000 workers) 
Companhia Agrícola de Angola Banque Rallat 
Companhia Agrícola de Cazengo 
Mario Cunha Limitada 
Marques Seixas Limitada 

settler) (11 ,000 hectares) 
Kai von Ahlefeldt (German ) 

Berman Opelana German interests 
H. I. Jessen (of Hamburg) 
Companhia do Assucar de 
Angola 
Sociedade Agrícola de Cassequel Barton Mayhew 

(Britain) 

Companhia do Algodão de Société Générale do 
Angola (COTONANG) Belgique 
Lagos & Irmão 
Mota & Irmão 

Companhia do Assucar de 
Angola 
Companhia Agrícola de 
Cassequel Barton Mayhew 
Chi bera 

Companhia de Cabinda CUF and Banco de 
J ornar Angola 
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Sectors Companies Monopolies 

Stockbreeding União Comercial de Automoveis American capital 
Companhia Agrícola de Pecuaria Banco Pinto & 
de Angola (CAP A) (30,000 Sottomayor 
head of cattle) 
Companhia de Moçâmedes 
(30,000 head of cattle) 

Fisheries Companhia da Baia Farta Société d'Expansion 
Commerciale 

Uni pesca União Comercial de 
Automoveis and 
American Standard 
Oil 

Aran Banco Português do 
Atlantico 

I li 
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES 

Diamonds Companhia de Diamantes de De Beers 
Angola (DIAMANG) Morgan Bank 

Société Générale de 
Belgique 
Ryan-Guggenheim 

Petroleum Companhia de Petroleos de Petrofina (Belgian) 
Angola (PETRANGOL) 
Cabinda Gulf Oil Company Gulf Oil (USA) 
Angola CFP (French) 

li 
Iron ore Companhia Mineira do Lobito Krupp (German) 

Companhia do Manganês de Bethlehem Steel 
Angola (USA) 

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 

Foodstuffs SOFRI O Portuguese and 

Empresa de Lacticínios de 
German capital 
Nestlé (Swiss) 

Angola 
Carl o Italian capital 

Beverages Companhia de Cervejas de Banco Português do 
Angola (CUCA) Atlantico 
SINALCO German capital 
Coca-Cola American capital 
NO CAL Banco Espírito Santos 

Tobacco Fabrica Ultramarina de Tobacos Campanhia de 
de Angola (FTU) Tabacos de Portugal 
ETA Universal Leaf and 

Continental Tobacco 

Textiles TEXTANG 
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Sectors 

Paper pulp 

Petroleum 
derivatives 

Cement 

Vegetable oils 

Tyres 

Import-export 
trade 

Bank of issue 

Commercial 
banks 

Railways 

Airlines 

Companies 

Companhia de Celulose do 
Ultramar Português 

PETRANGOL 

Companhia de Cimento de 
Angola 

INDUVE 
CONGERAL 

MABOR 

ELECTRIC POWER 

SONEFE 

Hidroeléctrica do Alto-
Catumbela 

TRADE 

Casa Americana 
Robert Hudson & Sons 
Mota & Irmão 
Sociedade Luso-Alema 
União Comercial de Automoveis 
Casa Inglesa 
Auto-Sul 

Banco de Angola 

Banco Comercial de Angola 
Banco de Credito Comercial e 
Industrial 
Banco Totta-Standard 

Banco Pinto & Sottomayor 

TRANSPORT 

Companhia do Caminho de 
Ferro de Benguela 

Companhia do Caminho de 
Ferro do Amboim 

Monopolies 

Banco Espirito Santos 

Petrofina 

CUF 
Société Générale de 
Belgique 

General Tyre (USA) 

Portuguese and 
German capital 
Portuguese and 
British capital 

American group 
British group 
Portuguese group 
German group 
Standard Oil group 
British group 
Japanese group 

Banco d,o Atlantico 

Banco do Atlantico 
Banco Borges & 
Irmão 
Standard Bank of 
South Africa and 
Banco Totta 
(Portuguese) 
Banco Pinto & 
Sottomayor 

Tanganyika 
Concessions 
(British) 
CUF/CONGERAL 

Divisão dos Transportes Aéreos Transportes Aéreos 
(D.T.A.) Portugueses (TAP) 
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The new companies 

The Portuguese call to plunder has attracted ali sorts of inter-
national sharks to Angola. There are frequent announcements about 
the setting up of new companies or new "co-operation agreements" 
with international trusts, aimed at exploiting the various resources, 
especially the mining resources. The Americans are particularly 
active in this "scramble for the cake". 
Although it is incomplete, the list below gives an idea of the 

extent of recent imperialist penetration in the mining sector. These 
companies are still at the stage of active prospecting. 

Diamonds 
Diversa Incorporated (US) 
Dinaco (controlled by Anchor Diamond Corporation, South Africa) 
Oestdiam (affi.liated to Diamond Distributors lnc., US) 

Petroleum 
Texaco Petroleos de Angola (affi.liated to American Texaco) 
Mobil Oil (US) 
General Mining and Finance (South African) 

Sulphur 
Tenneco-Oil (US) 

Uranium 
Urangesellschaft mbH und Co., K.G. (Federal German) 

Phosphates 
Companhia dos Fosfatos de Angola 

lron ore 
Sociedade Mineira de Angola 

Copper 
Nippon Mining Company (Japanese) 
Sociedade de Explorações Mineiras de Angola (controlled by the 
South African, British and American Anglo-American Corpora-
tion) 
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Bauxite 
Aluminio Português (ties with Péchiney, French) 

N ational I ncome 

There are no recent data on the Angolan national income or on 
the national product. However, it is estimated that the 1970 G.N.P. 
was about 35 miJlion contos, i.e., 200 dollars per capita. Yet it 
should be remembered that the manner in which the Portuguese 
draw up their national accounts is highly questionable and 
also that they are all too obviously involved in apologism. They 
intend at ali costs to give the world a picture of a prosperous 
Angola. 
Be that as it may, what is most important is the distribution of 
national income. It is estimated that 26 per cent goes to the 
Angolans and 74 per cent to the settlers and the colonial companies. 

The Economy and the War 

ln colonial Algeria, the gross domestic product showed a  7 per 
cent annual growth rate from 1954 to 1958, and it increased 2.31 
times between 1954 and 1961. Petroleum production increased 
from 1 million tons in 1959 to 21 million in 1962, gas and pet-
roleum exports rose from 8 thousand million francs in 1959 to 
213 thousand million in 1963, and the "Constantine Plan" for the 
development of infrastructure and manufacturing industries carne 
into force: 
There is therefore no reason for surprise that a similar process 

is taking place in Angola and Mozambique. It is in the nature 
of imperialism to seek to outfiank the armed national liberation 
movemeuts. 
By making the big monopolies join in the accelerated exploita-
tion of colonial resources, Portuguese fascism is pursuing a number 
of aims: 

1. "To steal ali while there is still time." 
2. To involve ali the imperialist countries so as to ensure their 
economic, politicai and (especially) military support. 

3. To gain financial surpluses at least sufficient to cover growing 
military expenditure. 

4. To gain the material wherewithal to carry out a few minor 
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reforms in the vain hope of undermining the socio-economic 
foundations of the liberation movements, or at least to impede 
their advance. 

But obviously, justas such manoeuvres failed to prevent Algeria 
from becoming free, neither will they succeed in negating the 
efforts or the firm determination of the Angolan people. The fact 
is that the causes of the liberation struggle are much more profound 
than the colonialists think. They are to be found in the very essence 
of exploitation and in contempt for human dignity. Furthermore, 
economic development within a colonial framework merely in-
creases the inequalities in the distribution of income. 
Since they are only getting the crumbs of colonial superprofits, 

the system the Portuguese fascists have introduced is doomed to 
dismal failure. They will not be able to finance the war (they are 
already heavily in debt), nor will they be able to carry out any 
pseudo-reforms. Quite the reverse, for Portugal is degenerating into 
a roere colony of the big powers. 
It should also be stressed that there are sectors which are making 
no progress. Agriculture, and especially its non-monetary sector, is 
falling off, and with it some staple products such as maize and 
cassava. The per capita output of foodstuffs is steadily falling. This 
is not only due to the more extensive use of forced labour (in mines 
and on plantations) or to the lack of credits for agriculture, but 
also, and above ali, to the establishment of "strategic hamlets", 
which has caused a sharp fall in traditional agricultura! production 
by removing the peasants from their lands. 
Throughout this account, we have emphasised a number of 
phenomena characteristic of a state of war: inflation, growing in-
debtedness, and the more rapid growth of the budget than of 
production, to which must be added the swelling of the tertiary 
sector (which, according to Portuguese statistics, represented 72.1 
per cent of the G.D.P. in 1966), ali of which gives a picture of 
development which is highly parasitic, artificial and non-productive. 
But we may rest assured that once it is achieved, generalised 

armed struggle will see to it that the colonial economy is strangled. 
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NOTES 
1 On 25th September 1968, S.A.M. and the M.P.L.A. had the great 
misfortune of losing Dr. Américo Boavida, Director of S.A.M. in the Third 
Region, during an ene.my air raid on one of our bases in the district of 
Moxico. 
2 Press Conference held by the President of the M.P.L.A. in Brazzaville, 
3 January 1968. · 
s Der Spiegel, No. 44, 1969. 
·• The tourists who go to Portugal help to finance the colonial war. 
5 ln goods and kind. 
s The largest and best equipped hospitais, with more than 300 beds. 
7 Anuario estatístico, Volume II, 1966. 
8 Der Spiegel, No. 44, 1969. 
s ln any case, the author of the article did not allow himself to be 
taken in and estimated the figure to be between 15 and 20 per cent. 
10 For example, the Spiegel article mentioned above states that there 
are only 4.5 per cent of African students at the university of Lourenco 
Marques (Mozarnbique). 
1.1 U.N. Docurnent A/AC.109/L.538/Add.l, of 31 March 1969. 
12 lbid. 
ts Speech made in Lisbon by the former Govemor-General of Angola, 
Silvério Marques, published in the paper Província de Angola, 8 June 1967. 
"1.4 Provincial Organisation of Volunteers for the Civil Defence of Angola. 
15 Reis Ventura in Província de Angola, 21 April 1968. 
16 U.N. Document A/AC.109/L.538/Add.1 of 31 March 1969. 
17 U.N. Document cited above. 
1 8 Comercio, 14 June 1968. 
1 0 and 2o Annuario estatístico de Angola, 1966. 
2 1 The diamonds exported to Portugal are re-eJCported to Britain. 
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Table 1 

INVESTMENT 

SECOND PLAN INTERJM PLAN THIRD PLAN 
1959-64 1965-67 1968-73 

Annual Annual Annual 
Total in average in Total in avcrage in Total in avcragc in 
thousands % of thO'usands thousands % of thousands thousands %of thousands 

Headings of contos total of contos of contos total of contos of contos total of contos 

1. Agriculture 1,037 22J 173 630 8.8 210 2,260 9.0 377 
2. Fishing 100 2-1 17 370 5_1 123 529 2.1 88 > 
3. Extractive industries 30 0.6 5 150 2.1 50 11,600 46.4 1,933 "' 0'1 Processing industries - - - 1,918 26.6 639 3,361 13.4 560 '"C:I .... ~ 

4. Rural development 100 2.1 17 131 1.8 44 - - - ::s 
5. Power 273 5.8 45 850 11.8 283 1,390 5.6 232 o.. ..... 
6. Commerce 139 0.6 23 >< - - - - - -
7. Transport & 

communications 2,239 47.5 373 1,930 26.8 643 3,623 14.5 604 
8. Housing - - - 129 1.8 43 205 0.8 34 
9. Tourism - - - 24 0.3 8 113 0.4 19 
10. Education and research 460 9.8 77 798 11.1 266 1,391 5.6 232 
11. Health - - - 250 3.5 83 431 1.6 72 
12. Settlement 455 9.6 76 
13. Others 20 0.4 3 30 0.3 10 

Grand total 4,714 100.0 785 7,210 100.0 2,403 25,045 100.0 4,174 
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Table 2 

Means of payment (the position on 31 December) 

1960 1963 1966 1967 1968 
Thousands Tho'usands Thousands Thousands Tho'usands 

Means of payment of contos % of contos % of contos % of contos % of contos o/'o 

~ Immediate: 3,502 99 5,252 98.2 7,052 94.5 7,743 90.1 
Money in circulation 1,000 28 1,496 28.0 1,739 23.3 1,704 19.8 
A vailable on demand 2,502 71 3,756 70.2 5,313 71.2 6,039 70.3 

Almost immediate: 37 1 97 1.8 413 5.5 849 9.9 
Available at short notice 37 1 97 1.8 413 5.5 849 9.9 

----------------
Total 3,539 100 5,349 100.0 7,466 100.0 8,592 100.0 11,466 100.0 
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Revolution in Angola 
Very little is known to the outside world of the struggle 
now taking place inside Angola. While the Portuguese 
army and politicai police hold the towns, large areas of 
the countryside have now been liberated and are being 
administered  by the Liberation Front. From members 
of the Front (the MPLA) comes this account of the 
background to their struggle with the colonial power, 
the state of backwardness and illiteracy that they have 
inherited from colonialism, and their aims and achieve-
ments in building a new society while conducting an 
all-out war against an enemy armed  with the latest 
Nato weapons. 

This short and factual account will, it is hoped, lead 
to greater understanding and sympathy for their cause 
amongst the peoples of the imperialist powers, whose 
financial and military support for the Portuguese alone 
makes the continuation of the war possible. 
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