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':i~ is.aimed at the further opp ression of the people of Mozambique and of Southern Africa as a whule· 

The Dam at.Cabora Bassa 
~t Cabora Bassa in the Tete 
'rovince of Mozambique Port-
lgal is building a dam. I f it 
ts finished it vill be the big-
1est in Africa. It is also a 
focal point in the changing 
3truggle for Southern Af r ica 
1nd of crucial importance  i n 
:he,str a tegy of  the whit es. 

3outh Africa, Rhodesia and Port-
~gal each has its role at rab-
>ra Bassa. Portugal provides 
:he site for the dam, South 
~frica a market for the mas~ve 
10wer it will generate and 
~hodesia provides an access 
•oute. The dam is a symbol of 

the arawing together oF the 
whi te regimes of Southern Afr.i::a • 

The dam will open up the area 
round it to industrial and 
agricultural development and 
to large-scale European immig-
r a t i on . If Portugal can make  i t 
easily défensible i t  can st op 
FRELIMO in its drive south. 

South AFrica wants to buy off 
the countries of independent 
Africa and to isolate the Lib-
eration Movements. Cabora Bassa 
is to be the centre of a huge 
•zone of influence' supplying 
electric power to countries as 

.far away as l:enya to the rfort.b 
and the Congo to the west. 

The whites of Southern Africa 
know they c annot stand alone. 
They want to give Western cap-
ital  a  b igger and b igger stake 
i n  their continued  rule .  The 
dam wil l cost at least fl50. 
It will open up vast mineral 
reserves. American and French 
firms have laready been granted 
concessions to exploit them. 

In all these ways the dam is 
at the centre of the white 
strategy for holding Fortrees 
Southern Africa. 

-FRE LIMO spokesman 

'it is ã ·unique and impressive 
example of how underdeveloped 
countries in Southern Africa 
can •. utilise their natural res-
ources and accelerate develop-
ment of basic industrial under-
takings'. 

E.T.S. Brown, Chairman of 
Zamco 

'it is another device being 
used by capitalism, racism 
and colonialism in Southern 
Africa•. 

FRELIMO spokesman 

destiny lies in Africa 
we cannot and do not want 

to escape that destiny •• We 
are in duty bound to plough 
back a portion of what we 
have received so generously' 

J.B. Vorster 

' I f  t he government were ser-
ious about sanctions against 
Phodesia they would preve;nt 
British participation in the 
scheme•. 

Julian Amery, quoted in a House 
of Commons motion signed .by 70 
Labour MPs 

· 'There is no public feeling 
against us in Britain and no 
legislation to prevent us 
taking part • • 

Lord Nelson of Stafford, 
Chairman of GEC-Englis h Ele::tric 
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It is South Africa that has rra<E 
the building of the dam at Cab-
ora Bassa possible. The Port-
uguese started surveying the 
dam site eleven years ago but 
could go no further until South 
~frica agreed to take most of 
the power the dam will generate. 
In May 1966 talks began between 

,Portugal and South Africa. on 
September 19 1969 they signed 
a contract by which South AfT.ica 
agreed to take nearly 1500 Mw 
of power by 1979. 

Da:m contract 
wonby 
Zamco 
On September 3 1969 Portugal 
awarded a íl50 million contract 
for building the dam to a con-
sortium called Zarnco -the Zam-
beze Consorcio Hidro-Electrico. 
Zamco was organised by the South ' 
African Anglo-Arnerican Cor-pora-
tion and is made up of South 
AFrican, French, West German md 
·Portuguese c9mpanies. 

Cabora Bassa will forrn part of 
a sub-continental power-grid 
linking all the white regimes 
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taken Britain as the second 
largest supplier of goods to 
Mozambique.Since UDI it has rep-
laced Eritain as the largest 
investor in new mining projects 
in Rhodesia._ In Southern Angola 
Portugal and South Africa are 
working together on a hydro~ 
electric scheme on the Kunene 
River which will supply power 
to South West AFrica. 

Militarily as well as economic-
ally the white regimes are work-
ing together. South African 
troops are fighting with the 
Portuguese against MPLA in Ang-
ola and building a military 
camp near the Kunene dam si te. 
South African 'paramilitary 
police• are fighting the ZAPU/ 
ANC alliance in Zimbabwe. At 
least two battalions of South 
African troops have moved into 
Tete province to defend the Cab-
ora Bassa site. 

Southern Africa•s increasing 
integration takes in Lesotho, 
swaziland and Bótswana as well 
as the white regimes.The Oxbow 
Fiver hydro-electric scheme in 
Lesotho and a projécted coal-
fired power station in Swaziland 
will feed power to South Africa. 
Lesotho.and Swaziland's custóms 
systems are already integrated 
with south Afrioa•s. 

since 1966 South Africa has been 
offering 'friendship' to the 
states of black Africa.Its first 
success was Malawi. Its main tar-
get is Zambia. Both Malawi and 
Zambia could get power from the 
'dam. 

Under the leadership of South 
Africa southern Africa is draw-
ing together. Cabora Bassa is 
an important part of the !Z'OCess. 
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Dant will 
bust 
sanctions 
Fi;:ms buÚding the dam vill cer-
·ta~nl~ breach ~he May 1968· UN 
Secur~ty Counc~l Resolution on 
sanctions against Rhodesia. 

The Resolution forbids UN mem-
bers from activities by their 
nationals 'which would promete 
•• the export of any •• products 
•• from Rhodesia'. 

Rhodesia will supply a large 
part of the construction mater-
iais for the dam. A Rhodesiar. 
National Export Council boo]c ... 
let 'The Way to Cabora Bassa• 
describes Cabora Bassa as •one 
of the greatest opportunities 
to present itself to our :indus-
try for many years•. 

Rhodesia is also negotiating 
for power from the dam. Talks 
between Rhodesian and Portu-
guese officials began in June 
1967. 

The dam will make the-Zambezi 
navigable up to the Rhodesian 
border and will gi ve Rhodesia 
a valuable new outlet to the 
sea. Portugal plans to build 
a harbour in the Zambezi delta 
which will be connected by c~ 
al to a navigable part of the 
ri ver. 

British firme involved will 
break the 1968 UK Sanctions 
Order. The Order makes it an 
offence to 'do any act calcul-
ated to promete the exportat-
ion of any ~oods from Rhodesia' 
(Article ll): and to supply any 
goods to any person 'having 
reasonable cause to believe •• 
that they will be used for the 
purpose of any business •• oper-
ated from Rhodesia' (Article IV). 

In the House of Lords on Decern-
ber 15 government spokesman I.arrl 
Shepherd said that a firm using 
Or financing the use of Rhode-
sian materiais at Cabora Bassa 
would be breaking the law (Art-
icle II). But it woul-d rot break: 
Article IV: the firm could not 
be held responsible for any dec-
ision the owners· of the power 
station might take in the future. 

Lord Shepherd said the involv~
ment. of non-UK companies was a 
matter for the UN Sanctions Sup-
ervisory Committee. 

The government clearly has no 
intention of enforcing the San-
ctions Order against British 
firrns that become involved in 
Cabora Bassa. 

On the day Zamco was __awarded tie 
contract the Swedish firm ASEA 
pulled out. It was afraid it 
~ould break the swedish law on 
sanctions if i t helped to buil.d 
the dam:· it had been attacked 
by Swedish supporters of FRE-
LIMO. Cabora Bassa to bar Frelimo 
Portugal wants to involve Wes-
tern firms in Mozambique and 
get \-lestern support in i ts war 
against FRELIMO. It had prov-
isionally awarded the Cabora 
Bassa contract to Zarnco in 
IJuly 1968. But by April '1969 it 
was considering offering the 
1contract to one of the other con-
sortia, one British and Italian, 
'the other Arnerican and French, 
that had also tendered. It van-
'ted British or Arnerican capital 
in the dam. It was only after 
five months that the contract 
was finally awarded to Zamco. 

The members of zamco will all 
sub-contract parts of the work 
they are responsible for and 
buy materiais from abroad. No-
one knows yet who the subcon-
tractors will be but this is 
where British firms are likely 
to still be involved. 

Western countries will also fin-
ance the dam. Germany and France 
will each lend f31.5 million in 
export credits. Italy will lend 
íl9.6 million. Some of the money 
will come from a banking syndic-
ate led by the South AFrican 
Union Acceptances and including 
the French Banque de Paris and 
the British Barclays DCO. 

Most important in the long run 
are the prospects that w111 De 
openen up by the dam. Already 

The ~abora Bassa dam is -a ·key 
,Part of Portugal • s and of SJuth 
Africa•s defence strategy. 

'rn 1964 FRELIMO, the Mozambique 
Liberation Movement,started 
fighting in Mozambique' s north 
and northwestern provinces, 
Niassa and Cabo Delgado. The 
Portuguese concentrated their 
forces· along a line running 
from Nacala to Mandiba, just 
below the frontier wi th Tarrzm-
ia and tried to hold the FRE-
LIMO forces behind the line. 
But by the end ~f 1965 FRELIMO 
guerillas had broken thiough 
the line and occupied Niassa 

the Common ~arket - based Societe 
des Mineraux and the US Contin-
_E'!ntal Ore Company have been 
-granted mineral concessions. 
Gu1f Oil has oil exploration 
rights. The rrench Schneider 
Group has promised backing for 
a steel mill. 

Western capitalism is already 
heavily involved in Southern 
Africa. Britain alone has over 
E2000 million invested there. 
The Cabora Bassa project will 
increase this stake and make 
Western -especially British -
intervention on the ~~"ong side 
more likely in Southern Africa . 

ana Cabo Delgado. In 1968 FRE-
LIMO opened a second front in 
Tete province north of the Zam-
bezi valley;,; 

Portugal's strategy had failed 
.and i t was forced to think 
·again. Its nev policy was to 
hold the line of the Zambezi 
and stop FRELIMO in its drive 
south. 

South Africa too could see the 
importance of holding the Zam-
bezi line. It wanted strong 
buffer zones in Rhodesia and 
Mozambique to keep the fight~ 
ing avay from its own borders. 

The Zambezi valley is lonely 
scrubland, ideal for guerilla 
infiltration.Portugal's plan 
is to use the dam to turn the 
area around Tete into prosper-
~us farmland and an industrial 
complex.The dam will irrigate 
nearly four million acres.Its 
power will develop Tete•s min-
eral deposits -manganese,cop-
per, chrome, coal and iron.The 
Portuguese plan to 'resettle' 
the 24,000 Africans living in 
the area in •strategic harnlets' 
and replace them wi th a million 
European immigrants. 

Power from the dam could be 
used in other areas of Mozam-
bique. Mozambique could indus-

trialise, governrnent revenue 
would increase and Portugal 
could spend more on troops and 
military equipment. 

F'RELIMO had declared 'lleCabora 
Bassa project is aimed at the 
.further oppression of the peo-
ple of Mozambique and Southern 
Africa • • It says i t will do 
.everything it can to stop the 
dam being buil t. 

'The enemy is equally determin-
ed that the dam shall be built. 
The first step in work on the 
darn si~e was the establishrnent 
of a police camp there the 
first weekend of October.Pret-
erence for ernployment on the 
d~ will be given to PortugEse 
soldiers who have completed 
ther term of service in Mozam-
bique. 

The first phase of work on the 
dam project was the improv~ 
of bridges and roads leading 
to the site. In the first t~ 
months of 1969 FRELIMO destroy-
ed two bridges and attacked 
two military camps near the 
si te. 

Support for rRELIMO is still 
the best way of making sure th~ 
dam at r.~bora Bassa is never 
buil t. 
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Barclays 
DCO 
Some of the money for t h e dam 
will cone from Barclays OCO 
(Dominion Colonial and Overseas). 

Barclays oco is a London-based 
company owned by Barclays Bank. 

909 of DCO's 1,703 branches are 
in Southern Africa. Harry Oppen-
heimer (see under Anglo-American) 
is a Director. 

DCO is one of South Africa•s 
biggest banks. Among its clients 
is the vast Anglo-American Corp. 

As well a s being one of the main-
stays of the South AFrican econ-
omy Barclays DCO is anxious tha t 
othP-r British companies should 
follow suit. It is an important 
member of  t he UK- South Afr i c a 
Trade Association. 

I r s net profit i n the year end-
in~ September 1969 was nearly 
(52 million.  Its c aptal in Sept-
ember 1969 was f30 million. 

Barclays DCO is as little inter-
ested in equality in Britain as 

against 
it is in South Africa.At its 
annual genera~ meeting DCO's 
Chairman attacked the government 
for its 'inept policy of tax-
ation •• and lack of an enforce-
able incarnes policy•. 

Chairman: Sir Frederic Seebohm 
Head Office: 54 Lombard st. , EC 3 

Anglo 
Anterican 
_!'mglo-American is the leaalng 
company in the Zamco consortium. 
One of its Directors E.T.S.Brown 
is Zamco's Chairman. 

Anglo-Ameriaan is the head of a 
complex of mining,finance and 
industrial companies that dom-
inates South Africa•s economy. 
It includes the diamond mining 
company De Beers, 29 gold min-
ing companies, Zambian Anglo-
Amerícan with a stake in Zamb-
ia's copper mines, 26 coal min-
ing companies and 6 p1atinum ·· 
mining companies as well as far-
reaching finance, industrial 
and property inter~sts. 

Anglo-Ameriaan is expanding. 
Its profits for 1968-69 were 
more than (19 million, 7.1% 
up·on 1967-68. 

Chairman: Harry Oppenheimer 
London Office: 40 Holborn 
Viaduct, London EC 1 

GEC-EE 
"\>Ihen ASEA the 8\\.edish member 
of Zamco  pulled out GEr- Eng-
lish Electric trieà to take 
i t s nlace. Opposition t o  the 
scheme forced i t  t o hold talk s 
wit h  the government and on 
November 26 GEr -EE announced 
tha t it now had 'little chance' 
of jo1n1nR" tbe con~ortium. 

The West üerman firm Siemens 
was tipped for ASEA's place. 

But.GEC-EE's chances aren't fin-
ished. Zamco may not make a· fin-
al decision on who should take 
ASEA's place till the end of the 
ye.ar. And GEC-EE may still play 
a small part as sub-contractor 
to one of the Zamco members. 

GEC-EE is one of Britain's big-
gest monopolies. In 1967 GEC 
took over AEI: in November 1968 
i t merged wi th Engl ish Electric •. 
It has assets of nearly (900 
million and forecasts a profit 
for 1969-70 of between (65 and 
05 million. 

GEC~EE has more than 150 subsid-
iaries in Britain, including 
Elliot Automation·, Marconi and 
Morphy-Richards. It has factor-
ies, offices and showrooms all 
over the country. 

It has 11 subsidiaries in South 
AFrica. They not only strengthen 
South Africa's economy. They are 
a drain on the balance of pay-
ments and provide jobs in South 
Africa instead of in Britain. 

Chairman: Lord Nelson 
Mng. Director: Arnold Weinstock 
Head Office: 1 Stanhope Gate, 
London W.l 

Organise a meeting or  a teach-
ln on Cabora Bassa. Speakers 
from Anti-Apartheid Movement, 
89 Charlot~e St., London w 1, 
Tel. 580 5311 or from Dambus-
ters Mobilising Commitee, 
211 Ladbroke Grave, London 
W 10, Tel. 969 0915. Film 
from Committee for Freedom in 
Mozambique, Angola and Guine, 
531 Caledonian Rd., London N 7, 
Tel. 607 2170. 

Picket Barclays, Anglo-Amer-
ican, GEC-EE (if it does get a 
share of the contract). Look 
out for new of other British 
fir.ms getting sub-contracts 
and picket them. 

Leaflet Get sample leaflet 
rrom ~orth London Haslemere 
Commi ttee, 37 ·oueensborough 
Terrace, London w 2. Stick 
st~ckers everywhere. Support 
SW London Haslemere Group•s 
~nti-Barclays Week Febpuary 
1-.8. Have ·an anti-Barclays week 
of your own. 

Collect monéy for FRELIMO. 
Send it ~t to the Committee for 
Freedo~ 1n Mozambique, Angola 
and Gu1ne. 

OPEN A SECOND FRONT! 
Britain is not only involved 
indirectly in Vietnam: it also. 
ha s  its own Vietnam-in-the-
making in Southern Africa . 

:The time  ha s come to open a 
second front in the war in 
Southern Africa , to declare 
war on the UK and internat ion-
al monopolies which seek t o 
.mai nt ain the status quo both 
here and ther e . · 

An allianc e between a libera-
tion movement fighting in t he 
field and the forces for change 
in the Het.ropolitan countries, 
c.an transform the si tuation not 
Jonly 1n the colonial batt~e~ 

ground but on the homeground 
of the imperialist power it-· 
self. 
The  Cabora Bassa dam 1s a sym-
bol ?f th~ role of these corp-
or atlons 1n Southern Africa. 
Everyone who values freedom 
and progress must join in a 
campaign to r ouse the public, 
to defeat any attempt to inv-
olve B~itain i n thP. dam. to 
expose and attack key collabor-
or  corporations and to cooper -
at e with similar efforts i n 
Europe and America. 

Dambusters  Mobilising 

Committee 


