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As Portugal's colonial wars enter their second decade, the contradictions inherent 
in Western policies towards Portugal become sharper and more embarrassing. 
This is because: 

-It is impossible to draw an effective distinction between the various 
purposes for which arms supplied to Portugal through NATO are in fact used. 
Western claims that NATO arms are not used against African guerillas are 
denied by the liberation movem~nts ; and. the evidence they produce of NATO 
weapons captured have been venfied by mdependent observers. 

-Portugal's m.ilri,tary involvement in Africa represent:s the weakest link in 
the Western Alliance. Hence the argument that Portugal, like South Africa, 
should be excluded altogether from Western defence alliances. 

-P.ortugal's need to w~n approvtal for some kind of economic association with 
the EEC makes her more sensitive than before to European public opinion. 
The status of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau as integral parts of 
Portugal would provide further problems in the EEC negotiations. 

-Anti-coloni:al and anti-imperialii~t sentime111t, muah streng;éhened by the 
Vietnam war, has focussed sympathy on the guerilla movements, some of whom 
receive material, as well as moral support, from Western non-governmental 
sources. This has sharpened the contradictions and sense of ambivalence in the 
West over assocjation with a colonialist Portugal. 

Nevertheless, Portugal continues to get considerable help from Western 
governments. The US Government recently supplied two Boeing 707 jets to the 
Portuguese Government, without specifications as to the areas where they can 
be used. Portugal admits that this type of plane is used for transporting troops 
and equipment to the African territories. This is a radical new departure by the 
US, which has previously supplied such jets only to TAP airlines, for civilian use. 
FN rifles, supplied under NATO agreement, continue to be used in Angola, 

and some of them have been captured and used in turn by UNITA. 
The first of six new frigates on order has just been  delivered to Portugal 

from West German shipyards. Their only practical use would be to supply the 
African territories, and provide naval protection along the African coasts. 
Recognising this and similar factors, the West German Government has just 
announced that it will supply no more arms to Portugal. 

G3 rifles are made in Portugal itself under licence from the US; the 
American embargo on arms openly destined for the African wars does not 
therefore apply in this, as in many other cases. Sub-machine guns are supplied 
direct from Italy and Belgium. 

Portuguese troops learn anti-guerilla tactics at NATO courses in France 
and the US, based on experience in the Algerian and Vietnam wars. 
ln Cabinda, the oil installations of the American Gulf Oil interests employ 

their own private defence forces to combat guerilla activity in the area. 
Overall, $1m. a year goes to Portugal from the US alone, by way of military 

aid although both sides deny that any of it sustains the war in Africa. 
' Only South Africa and Rhodesia, however, openly admit to co-operation 

with Portugal on the anti-guerílla front. 
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Opposition ln Portugal 

lnside Portugal, opposition to the wars in Africa 
is growing. Some comes from technocracts anxious for 
prosperity through diversion of resources from the war 
effort; some from ordinary citizens deprived of con-
scripted (or killed) bread-winners; and some from 
Portugal's own guerillas. 

An underground group called Armed Revolutionary 
Action claims responsibility for bomb attacks "to bring 
the Portuguese war machine to its knees". Explosions 
have occurred aboard the liners Cunene, Vera Cruz 
and Niassa while preparing to leave with troops and 
supplies for Africa. An Ambassador has receíved a 
kidnap threat, allegedly from the same guerilla group. 
Reports indicate that at the end of September 1970, 
about 30 armed and trained guerillas crossed into North 
Portugal, three. of whom have been arrested. ln October 
a serious explosion occurred at Corroios gunpowder 
factory, and in November a serious power failure 
blacked out the whole of Lisbon, an event which the 
authorities never fully explained. ln the sarne month a 
bomb wrecked the American library, opposite  the US 
Embassy, and another caused widespread damage to the 
Lisbon training centre for Portugal's politicai políce. 

Development in Africa 

"The supreme irony of a war which still remains 
a thoroughly nasty affair for both sides  is that it has 
taken the creation of FRELlMO to produce, after more 
than four and a half centuries of stagnation,  a  sudden 
upsurge in development by the Portuguese, so that  they 
can justify their claim to be able to offer the Africans 
more than FRELIMO ever could."-

-(Tbe Times.) 

Civilians in the African wars 

Portuguese attempts to win the co-operation of the 
local population,  described  by  a  Portuguese officer as 
the  promise of " peace and  a  full tummy", are being 
subordinated to the military effort, which accordíng to 
the  description of the new Mozambique commander, 
General de A rriaga, is aimed  at "the definitive elimina-
tion of the enemy from our national territory". It would 
appear that  the people who inhabit that territory are 
frequently seen as the enemy itself. The U nited Nations 
publication, Objective: Justice, reports: 

"The Portuguese army and police are indíscriminate 
in their methods of capture and more often than not 
innocent men, women and children are herded into 
concentration camps to suffer beatings and humiliations 
... Portuguese reprisals in the form of taking hostages, 
following a scorched earth policy, massive and con-
tinuous aerial bombardments and indiscriminate killing 
are a normal feature of the war .  .  . summary arrests 
are often made as a reprisal following guerilla activities 
in an area and witnesses affirmed that populations are 
bombed by Napalm." 

"An example to the world" 

It was the person responsible for this scorched earth 
policy, General de Arriage, who entertained a British 
MP over Christmas and the New Year at a front-line 
base. This was Mr. lain Sproat, Conservative MP for 
Aberdeen, who reported that Portugal owed the General 
a great deal-"and the odds are that the country will 
owe him still more in the future". He also said that 
Portugal was "definitely winning the shooting war", a 
familiar Portuguese claim ever since FRELIMO started 
operations in 1964. 

On race relations in Mozambique, Mr. Sproat said, 
"The policy of multi-racialism as practised by the Portu-
guese sets an example for all Africa." 

"A moral lesson" 

Two Portuguese civilian war prisoners captured in 
September 1970 by UNITA have been taken to Zambia, 
and are to be handed  over to the Zambian Red Cross 
and the lnternational Red Cross. They have been 
involved in an ambush of military lorries full of civilian 
defence and PIDE (politicai police) forces, together with 
three Portuguese soldiers. The soldiers are also likely 
to be released. 

UNITA h as described the  release of Portuguese war 
prisoners as "both the consecration of the UNITA 
politicai line  and a moral lesson to the Portuguese 
colonial government, which has been keeping thousands 
of Angolans languishing at Baia dos Tigres prisons whilst 
others are lying in Luanda prisons". 

Sympathy for liberation movements 

ln July 1970, during  an International  Conference 
on solidarity with the liberation fighters, Amílcar Cabral 
of PAIGC, Agostinho Neto of MPLA and Marcelino 
dos Santos of FRELIMO were received during  a general 
audience by Pope Paul VI. The Portuguese Government 
sent a Note of protest  to  the Vatican and recalled its 
ambassador there for consultations in Lisbon. One Portu-
guese paper recalled that Pope John XXIII had refused 
to receive an Angolan guerilla  on  a similar occasion. 

The World Council of Churches gave financial  sup-
port to the liberation movements; the Swedish, German 
and Italian governments withdrew from the Cabora 
Bassa project, and the Germans recently announced that 
they would not be delivering any more arms to Portugal, 
or renewing the military aid agreement. 

An unofficial report from the US in December 1970 
claimed that the US Consulate in Luanda  had found 
"indications that Portugal has used herbicides to destroy 
rebel food crops in Angola". 
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South African involvement 

Report from South Africa, which is distributed by 
the South Africa Foundation, has specified South 
Africa's policy in the rest of Africa: 

" Decolonisation has left a vacuum in Black Africa 
which South Africa is quietly moving out to fill. South 
Africans are playing an important role as expatriate 
experts vital in the newly independent nations. Their 
companies are busy in such lands as Malawi and Mozam-
bique. Their money is financing the projects. And their 
intelligence men are building a chain of listening postfo 
across the con tinent." 

Already, South Africa has promised to help man 
and maintain a military base in the area of the projected 
Cunene River Dam. This is close to the South African 
base at Katima Mulilo, in the Caprivi Strip, where the 
"Cape Defence Force" is stationed, complete with Buc-
caneers. According to the original mandate, no military 
activity is allowed in the international territory. 

The MPLA have announced "the presence of a 

Mauritius and Rhodesia 

Mauritius has announced that facilities will be pro-
vided for anyone exporting to Mauritius; permits will 
be issued for re-packing and re-exporting free of tax, 
port dues will be waived and there will be no customs 
duty. 

South Africa recruits mineworkers 

A South African mission has signed up 1,000 British 
mine-workers in a recent recruiting drive, while the 
National Coal Board in Britain is striving to recruit 
more  men in several areas to overcome a national coal 
shortage. 
The South Africans will be recruiting for 200 elec-

tricians in the near future. There were more applicants 
for the mining jobs than there were places; their names 
have been passed on to the South African Embassy. 

Keep business out of politics 

The pamphlet issued by the Department of Trade 
and Industry. Hints to Businessmen: South Africa, 
advises its readers: "The two main politicai parties do 
not disagree about the principie of separate treatment 
for those of European and non-European descent; the 
difference between them lies principally in the way they 

South African military contingent in the village of 
Lumege in the province of Moxico in Angola. The South 
African interventionists occupy a private section and 
they comprise four commando units. They have also 
violated Zambian territory." FRELIMO have also 
referred to the presence of South African units in Tete 
Province. 

This is a logical extension of South Africa's 
economic penetration of the Portuguese territories. This 
is evident in the large dam projects such as Cabora Bassa 
in Mozambique, which largely owes its financial backing 
to Dr. Van Eck, the influential President of the South 
African Nationalised Industrial Development Corpora-
llio n (See Fact Sheet No. 1). Another very large dam is 
to be built at Govo, on the river Cunene, for completion 
in 1978. An agreement signed in 1969 between Portugal 
and South Africa provides for joint utilisation of the 
Cunene River for A ngola and Namibia (South West 
Africa) at the cost of f262m. The river is being dammed 
by a Portuguese firm. 

This is designed for South African goods going to 
East Africa, and is also thought to ease the passage of 
goods to and from Rhodesia, which are breaking 
sanctions. 

-(The Accountant) 

Attractions include f120 a month, bonuses, houses for 
families, a month's holiday and free air passage. 

The NCB hits back 

The Coal Board has been in negotiation with South 
Africa for the sale of one of their computers. However, 
a petition was circulated where 75% of the staff 
announced that they would refuse to handle the trans-
action or service the computer on arrival in South 
Africa. The deal is off. 

think this principie should be applied .  .  . The visitar 
will find that these problems tend to figure prominently 
in discussion. When engaged in business dealings,  visitors 
will be well advised not to become involved in con-
troversy on politicai and social matters that arouse deep 
feelings in South Africa." 



4

The lirnited educational facilities provided by the 
Por~uguese authorities is one of the greatest handicaps 
Afncans have to face. ln 1965, 90% of the pupils in 
Mozambique attended missionary schools. Official Portu-
~uese figures for Mozambique and Angola indicate that 
m 1968 there were about three-quarter of a million 
children in primary schools. Even if these figures are 
accurate, the priority given to European children (who 
live mainly in the urban areas), the lack of facilities 
in many rural schools, and the absence of secondary 
education over a large part of the country, are important 
considerations. · 
Significantly, many of the leaders of the liberation 
movements in the Portuguese territories are former 
teachers. 

ANGOLA 

The Economy 

At present agriculture is the predominant activity. 
Coffee is the principal export, amounting to f48m. in 
1969- a slight decrease from 1968. Extractive and trans-
formative industries are expected to grow rapidly. ln 
1969 they rose to nearly f145m., an increase of B2m. 
over 1968, although iron and oil exploration had only 
just begun. Mining industry increased by 64% in 1968-
69, and oil production was trebled. Most of the expan-
sion is financed by heavy foreign investment, much of 
it South African. Among the other companies involved 
are: the Gulf Oil Company (US); Societe Anonyme du 
Chrome (Switzerland); Distributing Diamond Inc. (US); 
ICI and the Benguela  Railway Co. (UK); and Krupp 
(W. Germany). 
Angola had a  balance of payments surplus of f6m. 

in 1969. This included a trade surplus of f2m., following 
a deficit of f15m. for 1968. UK imports from Angola 
in 1969 were f12m., and exports negligible. 

The War 

There are three guerilla movements. The GRAE, 
led by Holden Roberto, still operates in the North, 
claiming 4,000 men, although it is considerably weakened 
since its initial successes in the uprising of 1961. The 
MPLA, led by Agostinho Neto, is more effective with 
its 2-3,000 men (Portuguese figures) in eastern Angola, 
where Moxico Province is largely in their hands. There 
is also activity in Cabinda, important for its off-shore 
oil developments, and the coffee-growing area of Car-
mona, from where there are reports of intense guerilla 
activity. The third movement, UNITA, is led by Jonas 
Savmbi, who broke away from GRAE. They claim over 
3,000 men, operating in Moxico and further West as 
far as the Cubango River. 

MOCAMBJQUE 

which in 1969 was f18m. UK imports from Mozambique 
amounted to f4m. in 1968, two-thirds of which was tea. 
Exports in the sarne year were f9.3m. 

The War 

Guerilla operations are led by FRELIMO, now 
under a new military leader, Samora Machel. Seven 
years of guerilla fighting in northern Mozambique have 
led to a stalemate, in which about 60,000 Portuguese 
troops are being tied down by 12,000 FRELIMO 
guerillas in the northern provinces of Cabo Delgado and 
Niassa. There is also considerable activity in Tete 
province, location of the Cabora Bassa dam, and Portu-
guese troops hav,e been taking a major offensive to dlear 
the dam area, between June and November 1970. 
The first thrust of "Operation Gordian Knot", 

mounted by the new Portuguese commander in Mozam-
bique, General de Arriaga, was begun in May with the 
aim of sealing "infiltration routes" from southern 
Tanzania, and establishing safe "link routes" between 
the fortified Portuguese hamlets further South. The 
Portuguese claimed the capture of 25 guerilla bases, 
40 tons of war material and 400 guerillas at the height 
of the offensive in July and August, for the loss of 150 
Portuguese soldiers. FRELIMO, however, claimed 
Portuguese lasses of 600 soldiers, and now claim to be 
killing 200 a month. 
One result of "Operation Gordian Knot" was the 

destruction of most of FRELIMO's schools, clinics and 
agricultura! development in the northern provinces. The 
numbers of refugees into Malawi increased: according 
to a report published in January 1971, 35,000 refugees 
from Mozambique are living along the Salima Lake 
shores in Malawi, in conditions of great hardship, while 
others are in Tanzania and Zambia. 

PORTUGUESE GUJNEA (GUJNEA-BISSAU) 

The Economy 

This is the territory of least value to the Portuguese 
economy, although some firms have important interests 
there. For example, U niao Fabril has a virtual monopoly 
of Guinea's export and import trade. ln addition, the 
Cape Verde Islands are a  useful staging post  for the 
South African airline and Portugal believes them to be 
important to the European defence network. 

The War 

After unsuccessful agitation for constitutional 
reform, the nationalist movement, PAIGC, led a revolt 
in 1963, and a war has been in progress ever since. 
There are about 35,000 Portuguese troops in Guinea-
Bissau, and PAIGC has forces of between 6,000 and 
7,000. The PAIGC, under the leadership of Amilcar 

The Economy Cabral, claim to control two-thirds of Guinea-Bissau. 
The general pattern of agricultura! predominance Three years ago, they allowed a film crew to accompany 

and under-development is the sarne as in Angola. Pros- them in an attack on a Portuguese stronghold. 
pecting for oil has been attracting foreign investment According to a Portuguese communique issued in 
from South Africa and elsewhere. Other foreign invest- January 1971, 859 guerillas were killed, 749 injured, 
ment has come from Sena Sugar Estates (UK), the and 86 captured during 1970. However, Portuguese 
largest sugar interest in the territory; Bureau de lasses were not revealed, and for the first time a civil 
Recherches Geologiques et Minieres (France); Anglo- defence exercise was held recently in the capital of 
American (South Africa); and the Sumitomo group Guinea-Bissau. 
(Japan) for iron-ore production. The PAIGC does not confine itself to military 
Mozambique has a considerable deficit on her activities, and has issued figures showing that it opened 

balance of payments, amounting in the first six months two hospitais during 1970, and initiated educational 
of 1970 to f14m. This is largely due to the trade deficit, programmes for 12,000 children. 

THE AFRICA BUREAU, 2, ARUNDEL STREET, W.C.2. 
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PORTUGAL AND AFRICA 

PORTUGAL 

Economic factors 

The cost of defending the African territories, 
officially described as the "overseas provinces", accounts 
for nearly 45% of the Portuguese Government's budget. 
ln 1969 this was f148m., compared to f38m. in 1960 
before the start of hostilities in Africa. The drain on 
Portugal's resources of men and money is continuing 
to rise. 

Portugal's deficit on her balance of trade was 
f170m. in 1969, compared with f73m. in 1960. The total 
balance of payments, owing to large infiows of foreign 
capital investment, was in surplus to the extent of 
f56m. last year. However, according to the Banco 
Portugues do Atlantico, confidence appears to be waver-
ing: "The Portuguese balance of payments, despi te· its 
surplus, is tending to be less favourable, mainly owing 
to the deficit in short term capital transactions." 

Portugal is the poorest country in Europe, and in 
fact qualifies for the category of "developing country", 
according to the Pearson Report. The average annual 
wage in industry is f219, very unevenly distributed. The 
next poorest countries are considerably better off by 
comparison: in Spain the average annual wage is f320, 
and in Greece f356. The priorities for allocation of 
Portugal's meagre resources are significant: defence 
expenditure absorbs 8% of GNP, while education takes 
1.4%. 

Politicai factors 

The conscription age is 18, but it may be deferred. 
Conscripts serve four years in the army, but it may be 
six years in the navy or air force. Men under 45 may 
be called for 28 months' military service if their previous 
experience was completed before hostilities began in 
Ang_ola. The estimated total number under arms is 
200,000, with around 160,000 permanently stationed 
overseas. This causes severe labour shortages. It should 
also be considered in relation to the fact that in 1965, 
for example, there were 101,611 emigrants from metro-
politan Portugal, of whom only 14,123 went to the 
overseas provinces. 

Portugal has 20,000 blind or seriously crippled 
from the African wars, awaiting rehabilitation. 

AFRICA 

Economic factors 

The economies of the territories are directed to 
Portugal's advantage. For example, wine growing is 
forbidden in Angola in order to protect Portuguese 
growers. Licensing arrangements prevent Angola and 
Mozambique from manufacturing goods from the cotton 

they grow. ln 1970 Angola was expected to produce 
80,000 tons of cotton, worth f6m., as raw material for 
the Portuguese textile industry. This compares with 
71,000 tons in 1969. Mozambique has 310,000 hectares 
under cotton, even where a food crop would be more 
suitable to local needs; in 1969 production reached 
122,000 tons. Almost all the cotton is exported to Portu-
gal, where it is bought at prices below the world average. 
The sarne applies to Mozambique's sugar, estimated at 
300,000 tons for 1970. 

Angola and Mozambique have their own escudo 
currencies. But while escudos from Portugal are. 
accepted in both, African escudos are not generally 
accepted in Lisbon, being converted only at a discount-
a borre of contention among traders in Africa. 

Politicai factors 

ln December 1970, the Portuguese Government 
announced its intenltion to introduce cons-titutional 
reforms in its overseas territories. Instead of being ruled 
through Governors appointed from Lisbon, they would 
be given their own legislative and administrative appa-
ratus, with a limited degree of local sovereignty, and 
greater representation in the National Assembly in 
Lisbon. 

Dr. Caetano announced, however, that no change 
in Portugal's traditional racial policies would be 
tolerated, indicating that there would be strict control 
on local administration. It appears that no extension of 
the franchise to Africans is to be included in the 
reforms, although until further details are released it 
will not be clear how far-reaching the proposed changes 
will be. The general intention seems to be to associate 
the white minorities in Portuguese Africa more closely 
with the Government's policies. 

Previous legal reforms have had Iittle impact. For 
example, forced labour has formally been abolished, but 
"corrective labour", for those Africans who cannot pay 
their tax assessments, is still in force, in accordance 
with Article 146 of the Portuguese Constitution. 

Portugal's racial policy, formerly called "assimilation" 
is now officialily described as one of "racial brotherhood". 
It involves recognising Africans as the equals of Europeans 
only when they have achieved centain educational and 
eoonomic standards. "Assimilated status" was formally 
abolished in 1961, although the number of assimilados 
then was about the sarne as the number of Africans who 
qua1ify for the franchise now-roughly 1% of the African 
population. 

ln order to fulfil these qualifications, an African must 
be able to read, write, and speak Portuguese; have sufficient 
means to support his familly; be of good conduct; and have 
the necessary educational and social habits to be able to 
apply the public and private law of Portugal to him. To 
avoid racial discrimination, therefore, an Afr~can has to 
be willing to adopt Portuguese standards, and live like a 
European. 
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"Mixed" sport banned 

Police attached to the Group Areas Board have 
warned the Town Board of the small town of Verulam 
in Natal to stop "mixed" soccer immediately on their 
sportsground. The teams involved were Africans, 
Coloureds and Asians. 

Family life 

A long letter has appeared in Die Burger which 
produced a vigorous reactions from the Minister 
responsible for the migratory labour policy. 

"On 6 February, 1968, Deputy Minister G. F. 
Froneman made a statement in Parliament, 'It is our 
purpose to introduce the pattern of migrant labour as 
fas as possible in every sphere and in every place. This 
is the absolute foundation of our policy with reference 
to the white economy.' Just over a year later, on 27th 
March, 1969, the sarne Mr. Froneman said in Parliament 
that 3,807,465 Bantu living in the urban areas must be 
removed because they are just 'surplus appendages' of 
the productive labour corps. He was referring to the 
wives and children of the workers. 
"Now I read in Die Burger of 28th April, 1970, that 

Mrs. E. C. Froneman (his wife), in a speech ... 
expressed her deep concern about the deterioration of 
morais in home and family life in South Africa. She 
made particular reference to the growing lack of concern 
about the 'holy,  spiritual unity in Christian marriage', 
and she warned that the 'loose morais of today can and 
will destroy home and family life  within the nation'. 
"We have  a government which condones the break-

ing up of Bantu family  life on a big scale .  .  . which 
declares openly that it is the foundation of its economic 
policy to further this process as far as possible. To 
enable the white citizen to keep the illusion of a 'white 
man's land', Bantu workers must be deprived of their 
right to live together with their wives and  children .  .  . 
'surplus appendages'. Did Mrs. Froneman, when she 
talked about the 'holy, spiritual unity in Christian 
marriage', ever ask herself how this beautiful ideal can 
be achieved by couples who are separated .  .  . by the 
laws of a 'Christian' white government? 
... When will the Afrikaner people's eyes be opened 

to the hardships and disaster under which the non-white 
population is living as a  necessary result of the policy 
which is being followed .  .  . ? " 

Mr. Froneman replied in the sarne paper: "We in 
South Africa are used to the lamentations of ignorants, 
do-gooders, integrationalists and people who echo them, 
that the system of migratory labour would destroy the 
Bantu family. This statement is of course founded on 
the supposition that Bantu family life is exactly like 
Christian family life, whereas, in reality, the two are 
completely different ... " 

The letter was from Caritas. 

Ex-serviceman demoted 

Mr. Samuel Dorkin fought in two world wars as a 
White soldier, and retired to live on his war veteran's 
pension. At the age of 76, he has been re-classified as 
Coloured, and his pension more than halved to the 
"coloured" rate of R21 (about f12) a month. 

Watch this Space 

French Arms 

Despite  denials from Pretoria, reports are circulat-
ing of a Souil:h African bid to buy "at leasrt: 30" Mila n jet 
strik:e aircraft from the French armaments manufacturer, 
Marcel Dassault. The aircraft,  which cost  over 
.f750,000 eaob, is suitable for ground-attack operations, 
and has a shorter take-off requirement than tbe Mirage 
fighters previously soJd to South Africa. 
After a visit by President Kaunda  to France last 

year, ~he French Government agreed not  to permit the 
renewal of the contract for bhe sale of  helicopters  to 
South Africa, and not to seU other equipmen.t  which 
could be used against guerilla .. 
The deal would also contravene the U.N. arms 

embargo which has been in force since 1963.  France 
has already broken this embargo severa! times in the 
sale of aircraft to South Africa. 

The West German contract with Rio Tinto Zinc 
for the supply üf uranium ore from RTZ's pvoposed 
mine at Rossing, in Namibia, may be cancelled. To-
gether with the recentlly announced decis~on not to give 
Portugal any furtber military aid, this would represent 
a signiiicant move away from support for the white 
minority  regimes in Soutthern Afrka. 
A  spokesman for the Science Ministry oonfirmed 

ltba.t about f800,000 had been made available for the 
exploration of the uranium d epos~t. but added that no 
decision had yeil: been made on whether lthe explüitation 
of the mineral would be supported by the Govemment. 
The  issue, !he said, would have to be discussed by the 
CabÍJnet. 
Last October, the Economic Co-operation Minister, 

Herr Erhard Eppler, said tihat the West  German Gov-
ernment  should refarain from financial support for the 
project. 
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