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SAMORA MOISES MA· 
CHEL has been President 
of the Mozambique Libera· 
tion Front since shortly 
after the death of Dr. 
Eduardo Mondlane in 1969. 
He is a soldier-politician in 
the classic mould and com-
bines the Presidency with 
the command of the Moo. 
zambique People's Libera-
tion Army. He is rarely 
seen in Dar es Salaam and 
seldom gives interviews but 
on a recent visit he spoke 
to "Sunday News" staff 
writer lAIN CHRISTIE 
about Frelimo; what it 
stands for; what it is doing; 
and where it is going. ln 
this interview the ward 
"Cahora" is used instead 
of "Cabora" in the name 
of lhe gjant dam project 
in Mozambique. Frelimo 
uses Cahora because it 
more closely approximates 
the local people's pronun· 
ciation of the site. 

Q-: Since you began military 
operations near Cahora Bassa, 
developments in South ·Tete 
bave received a great deal 
of publicity, and successful 
Frelimo operati!Ons are report· 
ed so frequently, even by 
the Po~tuguese, that it ap-
pears as though the struggle 
Is more developed here than 
anywhere else ln Mozamblque. 
Is this so? And how do South 
Tete and Cabora -Bassa fit 
into Frelimo's overall strat· 
egy? 

A-: . The struggle in Tete 
Province is not separated from 
the development of the struggle 
ln the other provtnces. There-
fore in order to understand the 
sltuatton in Tete you have to 
know the politicai and military 
sttuatton in the •vhole of Mozam-
blque. · 
Tete is an integral part ofour 

country. The arm cannot 11 ve 
outside the body and Tete is 
somethlng like an arm in the 
context of. our country. lJnly 
-when the other parts ofthe body 
work properly can the arm also 
function. 1t is because the poli-
ticai and military struggle is 
developing properly in the other 
provinces that we are having 
successes ln Tete. 
It. was necessary to develop 

the war in the other provinces 
to create condltlons for it to 
start in Tete in 1968. By that 
time, in Niassa and Cabo Del-
gado, we were already launching 
large scale, important combats, 
already capturingprisoners and 
war equipment. 
We were developing tne 
process of national reconstruc-
tion in these two provinces -
we had hospitais and schools. 
So the struggle had alreadyde-
termined lmportant changes ln 
the soclety there. 
These conditions enabled us 

to begin the fighting in 'I e te 
again ln 1968 and the struggle 
is now well-developed. It is 
developing becaust> the people 
are becoming more and more 
involved. But a lthougl1 it may 
appear that  the  war in ">e te is 
more deve loped than in the other 
two provinces, thls is not the 
case. What is happt>ning is t hat 
Te te is being g1ven more publi-
city becaus e of the econom i c 
interests thPre. Tt-tey are the 
interests of capltalists and in-
ternationa l imperialism ; for 
them Tete is Hke the carne l's 
hump - it is where tueir 
strength a11d reserves are ton-
centrated. ! .. 1d our struggle is 
affecting these ·interests . 
You know aboutCahoraBassa. 
The great pov•ers are lnvol ved 
there. Then there are the trucks 
whic h transport goods on the 
road t hrough Tete !rom Malawi 
t9 Rhodesia. we attack the 
roads, trains and trucks, 
mainly because it is througn 
them that th"' enemy cin:ulat. 
es and distrihutes it forcPs. 
Cahora· Ba5sa is not ou r main 
target. Our plan as it was de-
fined  wnen  we started the war is 
to spread tt.e strug~~;le through-
out the entirecountry, and sinc e 
c ahora Bassa is inside ou r 
country and ln a pro vi~~:e where 

tt1er*' 1s flghting, it nec Ps!larily 
!alb w1thin this plan. V. e do not 
c oncent1 at .. our action in Tete 
on Cahora Bassa, but ofcourse 
there are circumstances tnat 
make it a v"'r y importa nttarge t 
f()r us, na me l y t h~ extent of 
1mpe na lls t involvemcnt and the 
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implications for our struggle 1f 
the scheme were to be rarrJod 
out. 
Q-: I know you have scbools, 
bospitals and so on ln the 
northern part of Tete, but do 
you have tbese thlngs south 
of the Zambezi yet? 
A: - Yes. 'l"he struggle has 

developed quickly here because 
thls is an area where Por-
tuguese oppression made itself 
felt more strongly than in other 
places. And there are the people 
who live near the border with 
Rhodesia - they suffered 
double oppression. They were 
recruited to work in the banana 
and sugar plantations in 
Mozambique and when they 
finished thPTe they were sold 
to Rhodesia to work in the 
tobacco plantatlons. When they 
finished there they carne back 
and were recrutted bv the 
Portuguese agatn. 
So the people there felt op-
pression more than anywnere 
else. M en could never live witl1 
their families. It was something 
like slavery. 
The result iS that the people 

are aware that the armed strug. 
gle is the only solution to their 
problems. That's why the r e 
are so many cases of bovs 
_and girls of 15 and 16 joining 
us. One of the reasons is that 
they themselves saw their 
parents being oppres s ed, ex-
ploited and evE'n kllled by the• 
Portuguese colonialists . 
But in spite of these a troci-
tles we do not retailiate in their 
hrutal manner. 

Q-: What about rapturt>d 
Portuguest• soldiers? Wbat ·is 
your attitudt> towards tlw m. 
and towards whitr ri\·iJia ns 
who liw in Mozambiqut•'? 

A-: Whe n we capture Por-
tuguese soldiers we do not kill 
or m istreat the m. Our people 
know that t hese men are par-
ticipating  in  the war because 
they were forced to. T hey are 
not defending  their own in-
terests  or the  lnterests of the 

Portuguese people, but the in-
terests of Portuguese capi-
tallsts and i nternational im-
perlallsm. 
Then there are the Por-
tuguese soldiers who desert to 
us. These we consider our 
allies. Their dt>sertion is an act 
of support to our struggle. 
And there are white s I.Jorn in 

Mozambique who want to join 
our ranks. We do not conslder 
these as fore1~ers who support 
us. Such a man is one of us 
and it is h1s duty, just as lt is 
m y duty, to liberate Mozam-
bique. 
Ou r policy  r egarding c i vi-

lians is ele ar. We do not fight 
the Portuguese who are in our 
country because they are Por-
tuguese. We fight thf' forc e s of 
c olonial occupation. 
This policy  is not new. Since 

the beginning we ha ve said ou r 
struggle is not against the Por-
tugu"'s"' fJF!fJfJIF! but agains t Por-
tugu"' s~ r:<Jlonialism. Anri now ln 
Tete one t.><,gins t(J f•·P.l thi1. mo ri:! 

strongly. There are more con-
crele cases there because the 
Portuguese population is much 
larger in Tete than ln the other 
two provinces where we are 
fighting. They ~ave shops there 
and plantattons. There are trad-
ers. We don' t harm them. 
We attack the colonial war 
machine of represssion. 
Of course, it those people 
co-operate with the colonial 
authorities against us we 
have to take actlon agalnst 
them. We do the sarne with 
M ozamblcans. 
Sometimes  c i vilians get 
killed when we attack  a ronvoy. 
But we attack these convoys 

Samora Mache l 

because ln them are troops 
and arms, and these aren•t 
carried only in military 
vehicles. C i vilian cars are used 
for thls purpose too, so 1t 1s 
impossible to ditferenttate, to 
know which Is the mll1tary car 
and which is not. That Is why 
clv1Uans somettmes get kUled. 
But lt is not our policy to kill 
c1v1Uans. Our targets are 
mllitary or wlth a mllitary re-
levance. 

~: The Portuguese have 
been puttlng hard surfaces om 
roads ln Tete to prevent you 
from laying mines. They even 
brought ln a new Governor· 
General who is an cxpcrt on 
road bulldlng to hdp. Havc 
they succeeded ln surfaclng 
the roads and, lf so, have you 
devlsed a way round this 
problem? 

A:-The !ormer Governor 
was also an enginP.er. He was 

brought es pecially  for Cahora 
Bassa. because he was one of 
its planners. And one of nis 
first statements when he ar-
rived was that tne north was 
calling them, because the north 
was not developed, had no com-
munications, r oads. 
The plan of opening roads 

stems from as far back as 1969, 
They had already been allocated 
thousands of pounds just for 
building roads from Lourenco 
Marques up to th-e Ruvuma 
Ri ver, and  from Beira to the 
Zambian borde r, to enable them 
to distribute their for ce s  t o 
attac k  our zones. 
We don•t control the air and 

that is not our concern. We 
do control the ground and we 
·are concentrating on contt-
nuing to control it. 
The  Portugue se f-tave created 

a  m yth that r oad buildlng is 
the key t o their security. The 
last Governor  failed in t nis 
task and r esigned.  The new 
Governor won't succeed either 
because we are now in  a better 
position than ever to wrec k the 
plan. Today it is not only our 
s old ie r s  who dE'str ov the roads 
- the  villa ger s themselves go 
out and rio up the surfaces 
almost as soon  a s tiley are 
laid . 

Q-: You ha,·c o ftcn said 
that the Mozambiran struggle 
ls cssentially politicai  and that 
this must bt• realiscd in ordc r 
t o unde rstand t he develop· 
mcnt of F rE'Iimo's military 
uperations. Does this mean 
that you attribute military 
succrss to hnimg the correct 
politicai line? 

A-: Yes. For r relimo it is 
fundamental to have a  natlona l 
conscious ness a nd  to  de velop 
it into  a revolutionary con-
sciousness that allows for an 
understa nding of the  objectives 
of-our struggle, the reasons 
for our revolution, aná an 
âwareness of who we are flght-
ing, who are ·the enemies. This 
is the primary concern of every 
leader, of every militant and of 
the people ln general. 
Our military situation Is now 

bette r than ever. And we know 
that the reason tne struggle Is 
successful is that our pol1t1cal 
line is correct, the people are 
becoming more and more 
aware, moblli.sed and or-
ganlsed. That Is what makes the 
struggle politicai. 
Big changes are taklng place 

in our soclety now. Politicai 
power is being handed to the 
people themsel ves, the leader-
shlp in the liberated areas is 
being undertaken b y the people 
of those areas. 
The Portuguese wlll neve r be 

able to àestroy this new aware-
ness. ln s ome ot those areas 
the people ha vt> not known op-
pression for seven yea rs, tiley 
pay no taxes, they don't have to 
carry the PortuguP.sP hoss on 
thelr s houlders... when the 
colonlalists went t o t he vlllages 
to collect taxes or to arrest 
people they were carried by the 

. . 

Mozambicans themsP.lves. 
The  people have devPlOPf'd 
their initiativP.. 'I hey discuss 
thelr problems and !ind 
s olutlons together. '1ney 
discus s ways to combat the 
enemy. They participate in the 
struggle both  in its  planning 
and its imple mentation. They 
discuss the kind of life  t he y 
want t o li ve. 
So we no longe r discuss if ou r 
struggle will continue, if the 
Portuguese will ha ve s uccesses 
or  not.  The  struggle  is  a n in-
tegral part of the people' s lives 
and what we discuss with the 
people  now is  how to make Clur 
struggle  a real revolution. 
Q-: Can you dt>tine what you 
mean by  a libt•ratcd arca? 
Thc P or tuguese sometimrs 
take journalists into art'as 
which you describt' as libt>ra-
ted, thcn say to· them: "Look. 
there are no tt'rrorists lwn·." 
A-: Y ou could ha ve visited 

pre-independence 1 anganyika 
and t r a velled  for miles in the 
countryside, whe r e the people 
lived, without seeing any sign 
of the  administrative authori-
ties, the  British. This does not 
mean that Tanganyika was  not 
dominated  by the  colonialists: 
the structure which deter-
mined the lives of the people 
and to whic h they were subject-
ed was a colonialist strudure. 
The form of administratlon 

and the  form of production 
were colonialist - an esting 
people  for work, for example. 
The for m of teacf-ting ln the 
schools, when and where there 
was a school somewhere in the 
countryside, was  a  c olonialist 
form. The curriculum was Bri-
tish - about the history of 
Britain, the he r oism of' the 
British people. 
So although the British were 
not physically present evei·y-
where, the structure of oppres-
sion made itself felt througtwut 
the country. 
Now, in Mozambique, these 

attestations of colonialism, the 
methods of work unde r the 
colonialists, ha ve been removed 
from large areas of the country. 
These  we call liberated zones. 
The  wa y of production is a 
popular way, not the colonialist 
way, which Is ct.aracterised by 
exploitation. The attitude whlch 
guides everybody' s life is now 
c ollec t i v e , not indi vldualist. 
Proble ms are solved collect-
ively  - and thi s  is something 
new. 
These liberated zones, be-

cause of the new type of power, 
ne w kind of administration, riew 
wa y of life,  ar e tf:le targets of 
the e ne m y. \-ve do not deny 
that thes e zones are subject to 
attacks, but this happens  e ven 
in Vietnam and nobodycanden y 
that  there are lar ge liberated 
areas in Vfetnam. 
And  to  further clar ity  t he 

polnt, •liberated zonE's" does 
not  mean the complete ex-
puls ion of the physical presencP. 
of  the colonialists. T~ere are 
still Portuguese ther·e but they 
are isolated ln  a few s mall 
garrisons. The basic question 
is: who do  the people  follow? 
They follow whose watchwor d 'I 
Is t he work the y ·undertake 
clandestlne or open ? ·ln our 
zones the work is open. The 
watchword comes from the or-
pnlsation. That means freedom 
from exploitation, from forced 
labour. That Is a liberated 
:r.one. 
The Portuguese have taken 
journalists to Mozambique. We 
also take our friends. Each 
one sees for himself. v\-e take 
people from manvcountrtes and 
last year journa lists and stud-
ents · vlsHed us from as far 
apart as Sweden and Kenya. 
Our vlsltors have been to Caoo 
Delgado, ~1assa and f ete and 
have written about what they 
saw. They have balanced the 
picture .• It was clear to the m 
that Frellmo controls these 
are as. 

Q-: ~inc • : t.!t.· ·~ .. :·innit1L ,.f 
tJw rn nl ufi4•n t.:; \ tll!••h . • "'~ 
I' •Htu~ut • "ÕÕ ! ha\ •: i•tt rntJ .,,.,.,, 
·· .-~ r o rn1.;" ln ali 1111: •:r•lflllit·' 
ln :tH ··fTnrt. ln pl'r .. uarlr· lhe 
peopl,. not lu .in in th•· :1rm••d 

stru g~l r . Has this caust>d any 
scrklus problt>ms for you? 

A-: They do this and thev will 
continue t o do it hecause 1t is 
the only  weapon they have -
di viding the people in arde r to 
dominate them. what tne y have 
introduced is new methods of 
corruption, not mPtf-tods of 
changing the  structure of 
s oc iet y. lt's not to better  t he 
lives  of  the people, it ' s the 
introduction of corruption. 
They cannot  c hange their 

politicai line because thev can-
not  s top being colonialists. The y 
.cannot  stop making tne people 
do forced labour because tney 
depend  on forced  labour . 
What t hey do is di vide the 
people. They gi ve some 
economic  privileges t o  a  few 

Mozambicans , those who have 
had some education and who a r e 
consldered potentially active 
politica i  leaders, to induce the m 
to defend the colonial s ystem 
in order to retain these pri-
vile ges. 
They announce • important 

changes• like the new "State• 
of M ozambique, t o trytocreate 
the illusion - mainly among 
people in other countries-that 
the Portuguese are taklng steps 
towards the independence of our 
country. 
They also try to discredit 

the liberation movement - by 
attempting to make the people 
believe that we are terrorists. 
For example, they massacre 
people in a  certain place, the n 
bring people from anotht>r zone 
and say: • Look, this Is what 
Frelimo does." 
But to answer your question, 
these tactic s do not cause any 
problem for us. The people are 
politically aware and conscious; 
they have liVPd under Por-
tuguese colonialism since they 
were born; thPy ha ve ex-
pex:tenced thE' oppres sion, ex-
ploitation and hum Uiation ln 
their own flesh; tney cannot  be 
cheated. 
A  t ypical example is that of 

Domingos Arouca, tne only 
black M ozambican lawyer. The 
Portuguese tried to win hi m 
ove r  b y offerng him a itigh 
post in the colonial adminis-
tration. He understood 
and r efused to be part of the 
colonial machine. Today he is 
in jail. 
Manouevres will never suc-
ceed. 

Q-: Recently thE' w('S' 
German Government has bcen 
making movt•s which sugg(•st 
that Chancellor Willy  Bra ndt 
is trying to stop GNman 
weapons  going to Purtugal 
for thc Afrlcan wars. Do you 
think that Mr. Brandt is 
maklng a n bnm!st t•ffnrl'.' 

A-: We cannot see how 
this can be cons ldered other 
than as a  manoeuvre. The West 
German Government  is linked 
with the l'ortuguese so much 
that it cannot stop its  support. 
The West Germans ilave ad -
vlsers, they  h ave officers, t ht>y 
manufacture weapons in Por-
tuga l. It is easiPr to make 
the weapons there than to trans-
port them from West Germany. 
A few wPeks ago tne '.Vt>st 
German Ambassador in Malawi 
flew to M ozamblque to • vlstt• 
Cahora Bassa. 
Do you think this adds up to 

an honest efiort 1 

Q-: What klnd of politicai 
structure is bcing built in 
liberated Mozambique'! Wha' 
klnd of socil'ly can wc• expc•ct 
to se~ wht>n thc t'ntin· l'tiHntry 
is free, and would you like 
to compare lt to any othrr 
countr) ·~ syst,.m'! 

A- : We are !ighting against 
a  specific structure whic:1 
exists in Mozambique. lt is an 
unpopular structure, where 
there is a privileged class, 
the r e is an embryonic lnter. 
mediate class and there are 
those who  are really miser-
able ; a s tructure which ensures 
that the riches of our country 
do not s erve the people. 
T he peoplt> who are flghlng, 
making sacrifir e s ,  d ying ln 
the war ,  destroying the ene m y, 

are  doing s o  t o win rPal free-
dom. The {Jeople will c r eate 
a structure that henefits them, 
not one that satis!ie s the s e lfish 
aims of a n  expluiting minority. 
The r e is no need to draw 

r:omparisons with other coun-
tries. 

Q-: How much lime do ynu 
spend in Mozambiquc, how 
mucb outsidc• •n your varinos 
dlplomatic activities? 

A-: The rule is to spend 
most  of the time inside be-
caus e  our externa! policy Is 
determined by the situation in-
side .  The  leadersh!p must stay 
inside, following the develop-
ment  of  the s ituation s o as to 
be  able to formulate tne watch-
word  correspond!ng  to the 
s ituation at anv glven moment. 
The exterior pla vs an lmpor-
tant part in our struggle and 
th!s why we have to go 
outside from t ime to time, to 
infor m  our friends in Africa, 
in the soclalist countries, the 
progressive forces in the West, 
about the development of the 
struggle. But it is not a deci-
sive part and we go abroad 
only when necessary. 
It Is fundamental to our 
struggle tl1at the leadership 
and the people participate to-
gether in the work inside and 
through thls we know where to 
put more emphasis, where to 
concentrate more efforts at any 
specific time. "lhis is a rule of 
the organlsation but it Is not 
because it is a rule that our 
leadership undertakes its duties 
inside. They understand that it 
is necessary to know the tem-
perature inside and that the 
people are the thermometer. 

Q-: Are you able to operate 
polltically ln the south o( 
your country, where the armed 
struggle has not begun? 

A-: Yes. We have polttlcal 
cadres over the w11ole country. 
That is why there is a growlng 
awareness among the people 
that enables them to under-
stand the manoeuvres of the 
enemy. For example, cturlnr 
Banda's trip, there was a 
movement of discontentthat ex-
pressed itself ln protests. The 
colonialists made mass arrests 
in the whole southern region. 
The sarne happened in June, 
1970. This is because of our 
presence everywhere. 
ln the Central Commlttee 

ther e are members from all 
provinces. ln all the dttferent 
sectors of actlvity there are 
people from ali provlnces. This 
is the politicai structure. 
Fighters carne from all pro-
vinces, too, and lf we do not 
yet operate milltartly ln some 
provinces 1t is mainly due to 
geographical problems. But we 
will cover the whole countr y. 
Of thls we are certain. 
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