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WORKING GROUP ON HUMAN RIGHTS HEARS ITS FIRST WITNESS ON 
SITUATION IN PORTUGUESE TERRITORIES IN AFRICA 

The Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts o~ Tuesday, 23 July, heard a 
witness who testified on the matter of general situation in Portuguesa 
colonies in Africa and on the matter of treatment of political prison-
ers from Portueuesc colonios Another witness heard by the Working Gro~ 

on Tuesday testified on the treatment of political prisoners in South 
A.frica. 

The Working Group will conclude its investigations in London on 
Wednesday, 24 July. During its meetings in London, it received testimo-
nies concerning the treatment of political prisoners in South Africa, 
Namibia (former1y South West Africa), Southern Rhodesia and Portuguesa 
Territories in Africa, as wel1 as concerning the violations of trade union 
rights in South Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia. 

Testimony by witnesses 

Alberto Noranha-Rodrigues, 29, former official journalist attached 
to the Portuguesa Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Economics and the 
Secretary-General of the Liberation Front of Portugal and Colonies at 
present, described general situation in Portugucsc colonieo in 
Africa as that of a police state relying entirely on the suppressive 
machinery, Catholic church and foreign financial assistance. He said 
that the po1icy of the present Portuguesa regime grossly contradicted the 
basic interests of Portuguesa people and peoples of the colonies. 

In September 1962, when he broke up with the Government, he was 
arrested and put into Caxias prison in Portugal where he spent four years 
and nine m on ths. 

Discussing the prison conditions in Portugal anõ its colonies, he 
said tha t everybody arrested under the Communism Su ~ press ion Act might be 
kept in jail without trial for several months until the security police 
P.I.D.E. succeeded in forcing the necessary confessions. During this 
period of pre-trial interrogations political prisoners were subjected to 
various inhuman methods of mental and physical tort~res. He himse1f was 
kept in a dark solitary cell for a whole month by P,I,D,E, agents who 
inflicted "psychological torture" upon him. 

Mr. Noranha-Rodrigues cited several examples of extreme atrocities 
committed by the police against po1itical prisoners or members of their 
families, including children, in their presence. He also said that many 
persons were arrested and detained in Portugal for long periods of time 
only because they happened to be relatives of the members of the libera-
tion movement, or were themselves engaged in humanitarian activities. 

Political Drisoners, he went on, might be held in incarceration 
indefinitely, because undcr the Communism Suppression Act they might be 
?Ut in jai1 again, shortly after the expiration of their preyious sentenc~. 

ln response to the questions of the members of the Group, 
Mr. Noranha-Rodrigues stated that in April 1961, during the revolt in 
Angola, the Portuguesa colonial authorities committed the actions falling 
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under the definition of the crime of genocide. They resorted to the 
mass napalm bombing and chemical treatment of 9eaceful villages and 
their civilian population. He was also a witness to a secret photogra-
~hic exhibition held in Lissabon in March 1962 which showed the atroei-
tias and extreme cruelties committed by Portuguese soldiers and P.I.D.E 
agents against the civilians in Angola, especially against women and 
children, with a view to 4estroy the population of whole yillages. 

Mohamed Ismail Dinat, 30, insurance clerk at presentt described 
his detention and general conditions relating to the treatment of 
prisoners in South Africa. He was arrested twice - in December 1964 
for three weeks and in December 1965 for more than four months -for his 
activities in the Youth Branch of the Transvaal Indian Congress and in 
the Tr.ansvaallnd.i .an.Stu.de.nt Union • . .Du.ring his detention, and especial-
ly during the int~rrogations,.he was severcly beaten up, made to stand 
up for many hours and subjected to other tortures~ 

As to the general conditions in South African ·prisons, he said, 
there were no difference in the treatment of political prisoners of 
,Indian origin or of native Africans. 


