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Our Solidarity with the Liberation 
Movements must continue 

CAMPAIGN STATEMENT on the post-coup situation 
by the COMMITTEE FOR FREEDOM IN MOZAMBIQUE, ANGOLA & GUINE 

On 25 April 1974 the dictatorship in Portugal 
headed by Dr Caetano was overthrown. The 
old colonialist government had been defeated 
in Africa by the victories of FRELIMO 
(Mozambique Liberation Front), MPLA (People's 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola), and 
PAIGC (African Party for the Independence of 
Guine and the Cape Verdes), and undermined 
at home by courageous popular resistance. 

But it was a mistake to assume, as many did, 
that the coup in Portugal had produced a 
government that was intent on speedily giving 
complete independence to Angola, Mozambique 
and Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands.· 
Members of the Portuguese ruling class and 
their backers had participated in the coup 
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and wished to profit from it. As the months.went by it became 
obvious that there were elements in the new power structure -
determined to maintain Portuguese power in Africa, even if the 
old mechanism of domination -traditional colonialism -was to 
be abandoned. Portuguese and Western capitalism has been trying 
to find different methods to continue the exploitation of the 
urban and rural workers who produce the colonies' wealth. The 
hope was to negotiate an early ceasefire and impose a token 
independence, while in reality the economic control wo~ld be 
kept safely in Lisbon, Johannesburg, New York and London. 

The liberation movements FRELIMO, PAIGC and MPLA, realising 
these dangers, continued the armed struggle which they had carried 
out with such success and determination for over lO years. 
Their commitment to nothing short of total independence, combined 
with the pressure for ending the wars from the Portuguese people 
and sections of the Portuguese army, forced President Spinola to 
state, in a speech of 27 July, that he accepted the right of 
the African peoples to independence. In addition he had to take 
the concrete step of supporting the entry to the United Nations 
of the independent State ofGuinea-Bissau, established by the 
PAIGC in September 1973. 

The need for vigilance 

While victories have been won, the need for vigilance remains. 
It is still•necessary to give maximum support to the liberation 
movements in Mozambique and Angola. There the situation is in 
precarious balance. Their goal of complete independence is 
opposed and threatened by many powerful forces. 

The economic stakes are very high, particularly in Angola with 
its massive oil, diamond and other mineral and agricultura! 
resources. The Western, South African, Portuguese and white 
settler interests that benefit from these resources are not 
going to give them up without a struggle. White settler groups 
in Angola and Mozambique have already shown, by the formation 
of para-military bands, that they are prepared to take over the 
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role of the rapidly disintegrating Portuguese army. These white 
settlers provide useful tools for the South·African and Rhodesian 
regimes, which rely on the ports of Mozambique, and which would 
not welcome having on their borders countries whose governments 
oppose racialism and Western exploitation of Africa. International 
monopolies have major economic interests in Mozambique and 
Angola, and have shown themselves willing to promote any 
moves to undermine the liberation movements. NATO is 
interested in maintaining a favourable balance of power 
in Southern Africa, which again could lead the major NATO 
governments to line up against the liberation movements. 

All these factors contribute to a situation which could be 
used to delay and sabotage the necessary concrete steps 
towards complete independence and the transfer of power to 
the liberation movements, and later to undermine the newly 
independent governments. 

Britain 's role 

British capitalism has been foremost in exploiting the forced 
labour system and the other rapacious policies that Portugal 
pursued in 4er colonies. We have an important role to play 
in preventing continued exploitation under a new name. We 
must ensure that the British government gives full politica! 
and material support to the new state ofGuinea-Bissau, to 
FRELIMO in Mozambique, and to M~LA in Angola at this crucial time. 

Accordingly we call on all organisations within the' ~abour 
movement, together with organisations in solidaiity with the 
liberation movements, to take a clear and united position. 

w~ ask you in particular 

(1) To demand of the British government th~t it gives full 
and unconditional support to the state ofGuinea-Bissau, and to 
the struggle of the people of Mozambique, Angola and Cape Verde 
for complete independence. 

(2) To denounce the racist and neo-colonialist manoeuvres being 
employed in Angola and Mozambique by forces working against 
independence. 

(3) To strengthen solidarity with all the peoples of Southern 
Africa, and support them in their struggle to destroy racist 
rule throughout the sub-continent. 

(4) To fight the economic interests that want to maintain 
exploited labour in Southern Africa. 

(5) To support and send a delegate to the conference on 
solidarity with the African liberation struggle we are organising 
for Saturday 7 December in London. 

Information, speakers, conference details, etc, from: 
CFMAG, 12 Little Newport Street, London WC2H 7JJ phone 01-734 9541 


