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PORTUGAL AND THE EEC 

The State of Negotiations 

Negotiations have been in progress for over eight months 
between Portugal and the EEC regarding the terms of a 
preferential trade agreement. 

After the first stage which ended in December 1971, Portugal 
was very dissatisfied. ln relation to Portuguese exports 
which would compete with EEC countries' production (such as 
farm products and textiles), the Commission had, as one 
might expect, refused to make concessions. Portugal requested 
the EEC to make fundamental changes in its ;roposals. 

The Portuguese negotiating tactics led to success. ln 
April 1972 after the second stage of talks, the Commission 
proposed to the Council of Ministers that the EEC should 
modify its .position and give in to a number o.f Portugal's 
demands. I t recommende.cf tha t subs tan t iall y improved terms 
be offered to Portugal in respect of a number of-food. and 
industria 1 produ c t s. 

The Commission went further. Besides wishing to extend to 
Portugal the benefits of a vast free market for her exports, 
it proposed to allow Portugal to slow down the pace of 
tariff dismantling in certain areas so as to protect new 
in.dustri.es. Thus Portugal would be able to reap the 
benefits of free trade in regard to exports, and at the 
sarne time be protected against any threat which free trade 
might pose to its domestic industries. 

On 19 July 1972 agreement was reached on a free trade 
treaty. Italian government objections (on commercial 
grounds.only) were resolved by a compromise on the question 
of tomato paste. 

It is significant that no government, either from the EEC 
or the candidate countrie.s, who are present at the 
negotiations as observers, has ra.ised any politica.! 
objection. The at-titude of the United Kingdom is predict-
able: 'Her Majesty' s Government have emphasised our 
strong interest in safeguarding the free trade already 
established between EFTA countries and it is our hope 
that these negotiations can be concluded in time for the-. 
agreement to enter into force in January 1973. 1 

Executiva: Kevin Conolly, Michael Cushman 
Basil Davidson, Margaret Dickinson, Paul Fauvet, Frank Judd MP 
Joan Lestor MP, Martin Stani!and, Hilary Wainwright 
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The Reasons for Protest 

1. Any agreement which benefits the Portuguese economy helps 
Portugal to finance the colonial wars, both indirectly through 
the strengthening of the economy, and directly through the 
levying of defence taxes. 

2. EEC governments are acting in contravention of UN resolutions, 
in particular Resolution 2707 of 1970, which urged all states 
and especially members of NATO to withhold from Portugal any 
assistance which enables her to prosecute the colonial wars. 

3. The volte-face of the Commission indicates that strong 
politicai pressure behind the scenes has been used by Portugal's 
friends. As the EEC becomes enlarged, so its mémber states 
become more closely equated with the European members of NATO, 
and so too do its politica! decisions come to reflect the 
policies of NATO. This is precisely what supporters of the 
enlargement of the Community and Britain's membership have been 
aiming at. 

4. Portugal could and should be faced with a dilemma: whether 
to turn her priorities from Africa to Europe, from colonial 
posturing to the benefits of the European market. The EEC 
countries should make giving up the former the price of the 
latter. The Commission's proposals allow Portugal to have it 
both ways. 

5. When Greece was taken over by fascism, negotiations then 
in progress for associate membership of Greece with the EEC were 
frozen on politicai grounds. Now apparently politicai scruples 
can be brushed aside or forgotten in the quest by big business 
for ever larger markets. The EEC is shown up in its true light. 

6. It would be an inevitable -and planned -consequence of 
closer EEC/Portuguese economic ties, that increased European 
investment would flow towards the Portuguese colonies, thereby 
intensifying the exploitation of the African people and making 
the struggle for liberation more bloody and more protracted. 

Conclusion 

The Conference of OAU Heads of State at Rabat called upon the 
EEC to refuse to make any agreement with Portugal for as long 
as the colonial wars last. The British Labour Party in its 
recent policy document has adopted the sarne policy. Many more 
voices must be raised, both within and outside the existing 
EEC, to make an effective protest. 

July 1972 



4

!:" 

·, . 

,, 

'i 

·.; (" 

' : 

' ., 

: ! ".! ·' 

.:::: 


