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Despite appearances and an obsolete propaganda system which StillN
manages to get'a favourable hearing in some of the Western press, the
degradation of the economic and political system in Portugal is a
fact that the Portuguese authorities themselves, at all levels, can
no longer conceal. This fact, reflected in the attitudes of the
different Portuguese classes, is the main consequence of the outrage
against humanity which the Portuguese government has perpetrated
for 10 years, from the moment it launched the colonial war in Angola,
quickly to be followed by those in Guine and Mozambique. For
Portugal this is the result, dramatic today but certainly tragic
tomorrow, of the absurd, irrational and lying policies followed by
the Portuguese ruling class, who not only persist in scorning the
rights of the African people and international law, but who also

consciously operate against the interests of the Portuguese people.

It is this reality, made eclearer in the last two years and particularly
in 1971, that explains the weakness of the demagogic politics of
Marcello Caetano, the growing split between the ruling class and the
popular masses (workers in the towns and rural areag, students and
intellectual anti-fascists), increasingly frequent and intense upheaval:
in Portuguese society and, as an extreme indication of the conflict,
the armed revolutionary activity which has recently taken place in
Portugal. The limited and sporadic nature of these actions should not
mislead anyone. For a fraction of Portuguese society, however small

a minority, to take the decision, despite the inveterate nationalism
which is a common characteristic of all Portuguese, to resort to violenc
as a means of protest - and without any opposition from the popular
masses - means that the state of mind of the average Portuguese, faced
with the aggravation of the socio-economic and political situation, is

reaching the edge of despair.

In following Salazar's policies of colonial war and genocide against
the African peoples, lMarcello Caetano has not just deceived those who

believe in his 'political intelligence'. He has also missed, or is
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in the process of missing, the one moment since the discoveries when

a Portuguese could have gone down in history with credit. Because he
cannot, or will not, understand the trend of history, not even the

very inté ests of his own people - something that will not surprise
anyone who knows the development of his ideological formation - today,
the present head of the Portuguese government is nowhere near concealing
in his speeches and public pronouncements, after three years of trying,
his perplexity and even his disappointment in the face of the socio-
economic and political reality of the complex of diversities which he

insists on calling the 'Portuguese world!,

Tentative reforms, mainly of an administrative kind, that he has sketched
out and dared to include in the new Portuguese constitution have
convinced no-one but the already converted. They even deceived that
most important - being the most active - faction of the adept !'liberals!
(or those least confirmed in reaction), whence arose. the conflict in
the so-called Portuguese National Assembly during the recent discussion
of the constitutional reforms, a conflict which, if parliamentary
politics in Portugal were more than a farce, would have brought about
the fall of the government.

The irrefutable truth of life in Portugal today is this: while Portugal
protects and accentuates from day to day the miserable privilege of
being the most backward country in Furope, the Portuguese govefnment

is deliberately waging three colonial wars of genocide in Africa, and
persists in keeping the Portuguese people in suffering and ignorance,
cut off from Europe and the rest of the world, outside all the advances
in science and technology that have today been spread among all people.

As always, the Portuguese are deprived of basic human rights.
The truth, of which the Portuguese masses are becoming increasingly
aware, is that galloping inflation added to a decline in population

due to emigration and the war, the increase in the cost of living and

public and international debts, the lack of manpower as well as the
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stagnation of the Portuguese economy, are all the direct result of the
absurd colonial policies of the ruling classes of Portugal, whom

Marcello Caetano is used to obeying.

Marcello Caetano has confirmed by his own deeds that he is a prisoner

of the weighty heritage of Salazar - which is fiercely defended by the
'ultras! of the regime - and therefore has plenty of reasons to go from
bewilderment to despair. All the more because the resistance of the
African people, and of the Portuguese themselves, to the colonial wars

is becoming more vigorous and effective every day.

One can understand then very clearly the role of a mere-victim which

the Portuguese head of government adopts, as was shown in his speech on

2% July this year, to explain the indidents which took place in the
National Assembly. After expressing regrets that 'unfortunately' he

was not in the position of people who are able 'to appeal further to
liberty, in the name of immortal principles!, he affirmed 'on my shoulders
rest the responsibilities of national defence, with military operations

in three overseas provinces and a sensitive home front., Not a day goes

by on.the international scene without 'a new blow from our adversaries, which
forces us to pay constant attention and make a continual effort in the
diplomatic struggle and enlighten the jaundiced opinions of foreign

countries.'

With this assertion, the head of the Portuguese government is acknow-
ledging publicly, for the first time, the existence of colonial wars

- which he calls 'military operations' - though it is no less true that
he is still pretending to enlighten !'the jaundiced opinions of foreign
countries', that is to say that he stubbornly cohtinues to disregard

international law.

In the same speech, after recognizing that 'internally (i.e. in Portugal)

the enemy is receiving support . . . and is looking each day for

opportunities to infiltrate schools, the armed forces and corporate




organisations!, he goes on to say, 'And while we need to face all of
this, we must give priority to the real needs of the people, from the
struggle against inflation, which like a cancer devours the economy of
all countries,; destroying the stability of prices and making wage
claims easy, to the problems of economic development of a nation which
cannot and must not stagnate nor let itself be bled by the exodus of
young people no more than by the unreasonable demands of a population
desiring better educational opportunities and welfare. For all this
takes money, and god knows, the worries we have to find it!!

With this Job-like lamentation, passed without comment, Marcello
Caetano pretends to justify the fact that he is not going as fast as

his 'young friends' would like. But if it is_true that (as he recalled

in his speech a propos of the French revolution) when a Jacobin was

made a minister, he 'did not necessarily become a Jacobin minister,
the politics and the arguments of Marcello Caetano prove conclusively
that, when a Salazarist is\made President of the Council, he. becomes

a Salazarist President of Council.

In effect, despite his pretences of originality and liberalism, it is
precisely the deep Salazarist character of the politics of Marcello
Caetano - stubbornly continuing with fascism in Portugal and colonialism
in Africa - that explains the minimal results, or indeed the complete
lack of them, after three years of government., He gave the balance
sheet on 27 Secptember last. In i peech, where he called on
'Portuguese worthy of that name! ite around the 'leaders chosen
by them! (sic) he asserted: 'We are seeking ourageously to face the
problems of our nation. We have successfully maintained the defence
of our overseas provinces against the subversion incroasingly fostered
by that incredible organisation called the United Nations (sio) SR
'and if we are not discouraged in the struggle overseas, neither have
given quarter to those who wish to bring terrorism to the

metropolis!, The same terms, the same stubbornness.
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But Marcello Caetano does not ignore the fact that to face problems is
not to solve them. That is why, after having flashed before the
impoverished Portuguese people, the image of 'the patrons of development
in wealthy Europe', he recalls, so as not to allow dreams, that in
Portugal, 'a dangerous atmosphere of demands is being ereated absolutely
incompatible with the realities and possibilities of the country!.

And then the usual lamentation:

'T am failing in my duty to tell the truth to the Portuguese if I do
not remind them that we are living in very critical times,. times. when
the acutemess of national problems is also aggravated by disturbing
conditions in internstional economics and politics. No-one would

think that we live amidst an abundance of human and material resources,’
Obviously, this would certainly not refer to the people of Portugal

who would not meke such an estimation; people who live in misery, and
watch their children facing the dilemma of secret emigration or an

inglorious death in the colonies.

These quotations, perhaps too long, are nevertheless presented to

show in the Portuguese ruler's own words, that it is true that the

myths, tactics, lies, arguments and objectives of the fascist

colonial regime have not changed in the slightest with the disappearance
of Salazar; the social, economic and political degradation of Portuguese
society as a result of the colonial wars, is a fact that even the
lamentatiohs of Marcello Caetano cannot manage to disguise. To be

aware of this fact is of primary importance in the outline of the

perspectives of the struggle.

Much more realistic than Marcello Caetano is the Confidential Report

of the Portuguese General Staff presented in 1970 under the title

'Report of the Psychological Section, No, 15' In this document,

which analyses in detail the action of the liberation movements and
Portuguese groups against the colonial war, as well as the methods,

actions and results of psycho-social warfare, the authors showed that:




IThe proliferation of anti-government organisations and the agitation
that they create, leads to an unsuitable ps rologlc&l climate which,

by affecting the activities of students, affects the country, which
seems troubled snd does not know what to do to lead its children

back to the right path.'

Having referred at some length to the inc gingly difficult situation

among colonial troops, exacerbated by desertions and demands, the

aforementioned report concludes:

'"The enemy (i.e. the liberation movements and the for
colonial war)* has perfected and increased its efforts

internally as well as externally.

'In the metropolis generally, the population continues to show little
interest in the war overseas and ignores the efforts being made by the
armed forces. The student masses “ﬁln highly wvulnerable to pacifist
propaganda.

'The working masses, ignoring great national problems, let themselves
be easily led by the propaganda oriented towards demanding better wages
and living conditions. The most advanced groups continue to be the
hotbeds of subversion and the groups which are springing up have proved

highly effective,

'Overseas, in a general way, the native populations continue to

towards subversion, especially when they have strength, or when
conditions make actions by our troops difficult or impossible.
indigenous population on the periphery of the largest urban cent
generally detribalised, continue to show themselves as very susceptible
to enemy propaganda. The European population continues to demonstrate
overt support for the war, but only co-operates against subversion when

are directly in danger.

* Our brackets.




'The psychological situation is precarious, in the metropolis as well

as overgeas.!

Before such a situation, which gets worse daily, one could ask oneself
why the Portuguese Government, which is aware of the difficulties it

faces and still has to face, stubbornly persists in .these absurd, criminal
and wilful policies of colonial war and domination of the African
population. It's not difficult to recognise that the principle reasons
for the unaltered continuation of Portuguese colonial policy rests on

the following facts:

(a) The chronic and characteristic underdevelopment of Portugal which
does not have a valid economic infrastructure, and shows itself

incapable of imagining a process of decolonisation where the interests

of

the Portuguese ruling-classes are safeguarded in the frame-work of
a neo-colonialist situation or effective competition with other
capitalist powers,

(b) The inhibiting effects of almost half a century of fascist rule

on a society, which, throughout its history, has never truly (or

nificantly) known human rights, freedom and democratic practice.

(¢ The imperiaslist mentality of the Portuguese ruling-class and

he ignorance, myths, beliefs, prejudices, and narrow nationalism that
characterise the culture and large sections of the Portuguese population,
subsisted down the centuries in the doctrine of EUROPEAN SUPERIORITY

AND AFRTCAN INFERIORITY, as well as the myth of "the civilising mission"

of the Portuguese with regard to the African "savages'.

Despite the vain attempts of Portuguese colonialists to foster the myth
of"the creation of multi-racial societies" such a doctrine, to which

has been added lately the bogey of "communist subversion', leads to the
crystallisation of a PRIMITIVE RACISM, often lacking any evident economic

motivation.

The racist character of Portuguese domination is largely shown by the

scorn of African cultural values just as much as by the most abject
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As for the enemy positions,we have attacked them all during the first
months of this year, including the capital, Bissau, The colonial
troops kmow that today they are mot safe in any part of our country,
The civilians in urban centres,asPGCially the Portuguese, live now in
a permanent state o and can hardly disguise their fear,Most

the officers are s ing their f; ies home to Portugal. The enemy
has not only seen the security of its troops diminish everywhere, but
it has had to recognize that our Party is becoming stronger every day,
and thal our armed forces are moxe powerful than ever, Considering
what we have and what the enemy . in terms of material and human
resources at our disposal, tnis fack represents a major defeat for the

Portuguese colonialist

In despewation, the emeny” has increased its armed provocation and crinm-
inal acts against the countries that border ours, in spite of condem-
nation by the \United Nations and internatiomal opinion, It has comm-

itbed numerous acts of ageression against the people of Casamance

(Senegal) and against the frontien zones of the Republic of Guinea,

Hoping to free themselves from the nightnare thet is our struggle,
Portuguese colomialists, with the support of their allies, are prep-
aring a new act of imperialist aggression againgt the latter.country,
Like the last one, its aim ig 4o overthrow the regime of President
Sekou Touré amd replace it with e govermment fa-ourabletto Portuguese
domination of our

ven with this plan the ortuguese are condemned to defeat: our
relations with the neighbonring governments and peoples improve every
day and mo aggression against tle Revpubli of Guinea would be able to
stop the forward march of our struggle, Any fulnre aggression, whatever
form it took, would omly serve to t ghten the bonds that unite our

f

people to the people c. the Republic of CGuinea even more, and to rein-

force both African and international solidarity with our struggle.
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both in medical supplies, and in help for the people generally. The
vaccination campaigns which we have been carrying out, particularly
against cholera, have enabled us to avoid some serious problems.
However, in spite of the return to the country of several doctors
trained during the course of the struggle, we still have difficult
in that area, largely becausc a large number of the foreign docto
who had come to help us have themselves has their health affected,

and have been obliged to interrupt their work.

1 o)

In spite of the lack of rain during the agricultural year 19?O/T1,

production has, in general, sufficed both for the needs of the local
population and for the basic needs of the guerrilla fighters, The
return to the country of several technical cadres in the field of
agriculture {ugronomists, technicians, and other specialists) who
een trained abroad, has permitted us to improve substantially
ance to the peasants, and above all to carry out limited
projects and experimental schemes which could.serve as a base for
the development of agriculture, the principal clement in our

economy.
The People's Shops have also improved vastly in the range of goods
they offer, and particularly with cloth, thanks to international

solidarity.,

CAPE VERDE ISLANDS

Congcious of the progress the Party has made in the last few years,

which has been reflected in the strengthening of our clandestine
organisation and in the growing nationalist feelings of the popula-

£

tion, the Portuguese colonialists are increasing their repression and

-

vigilance in all the islands. Fourteen Africans have been arrested
recently and charged with belonging to PAIGC and attempting to hi-jack
a coastal merchant ship to Dakar. However, in the face of public
opinion, the Portuguese colonialists wore forced, during a trial at

4

Vincente, to acquit four other Africans who were part of a group
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between the servants of colonialism and the patriots.

At the meeting of the Superior Council of the Strugsgle (CSL) in
Avgust last, which studied at a very profound level the principal
problems of our 1life and our struggle, important decisions were
towards the strengthening and bettering of our political work,
the consolidation of the structures of our developing Sta 1te,
and the intensification and growth of our ETTY Among these
.sio it is important to highlight that of the creation of the

first Popular National Assembly of Guine, which will be-elected with

ossible delay and g
th

ive to our people yet another organ
1,

the sovereignty of ople, opening new perspectives
political action both in our own country and abroad,

should also highlight the decisions relating to the strengthening of

the armed struggle, the development of the ‘struggle in the Cape Verde

Islandg, and on the humanitarian level, the-creation of the Red Cross

of Guine gnd Cape Verde

addition to the programmes we already broadeast on the !'Voice of
Revolution! (Republic of Guinea, four times a week) we have
recently been granted the use of the network of Radio Senegal (thrcc
times a week) and Radio Maurctania (once a week). This has enablet
us to expand enormously the opportunities of conveying information to

our own people and to Africa,

Our relations with independent African countries have grovn and were

consolidated during the first months of 1971 The Republic of

Senegal is now showing more and more interest in giving us as much
possible; but apart from our relations with neighbouring
other countries like Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia and

bilater




The Conference of Heads of State held last June in Ababa was yet

another important victory for the liberation movement in Africa,
particular for our Party. Yet again we were unanimously elec

the delegates for all the liberation movements to the Conference.
to increase aid to the freedom fighters well as the

ecial Commission of the OAU for West Africe, the

" which is a member of the leadership of our

in

s considerable improvement in African

4

continues at the same time to make unsparing efforts to get us

golidarity wit egard struggle. The OAU Liberation Committee

all

possible aid. In carrying out the decisions of the Extraordinary

Conference at Lagos (December 1970), the Committee

Party special financial aid which has been of enormous

We must emphasise that, 1 course of conversations

A

had with various African Heads of State at Addis-Ababa
3

in their re ctive countries, and with the Secretary

the

OAU and the members of the Secretariat of the Liberation Committee,

have always noticed tremendous interest in our struggle and
degire to help our Party. That
for our people and for all the

organisation.

ON THE INTERNATIONAL

On the international front even the enemy himself
feels himself more and more

olit

pite po
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rity with
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the.support
have intensified their ﬁcti"iiy in the elds both
seminating information and of rai 1 our behalf., Sweden
double the
other Scandinavian co
important here to make a special reference

taken by the Norwegia réign Minister during 1a
the Council of I ) in Lisbon, during which he denounced

Py

1d the ni WATS he Portuguese as being ageinst the intere:
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of huma r and incompatible with the principles defined in the

Charter of the organisation,

showing themselves to be more
colonial war is a crime, against their own
Increasingly frequent demonstrations against colonial
policies and the act taken by the courageocus Pertuguese patriots
of the ARA constitute major victories in our common struggle against

the colonial war, and a guarantee o

f the friendship and solidarity
which our people hope to preserve, develop, and consolidate with the

Portuguese people.




SECTION ITT

ialists is still determined by the fact which the colonial

ROM THE MILITARY POINT QF VIEW, the action of the Portuguese
mper

authorities themselves have so often publicly admitted: that they

— e

cannot win the war that they are waging against the. African people.

This failure is the result not only of the growing strength of our
armed forces, and our victories in battle, but zbove all because of -
the continued growth of political consciousnmss among our people.
Aware of this fact, the imperialists are trying every means

within their power to perpetrate the most barbarous

againgt our people, killing our cattle, burning our

in short, intensifying their criminal and terrorist activitie

which gives the lie to their claims to promote the socio-economic
and political life .of the African people.

Thus the actions of the enemy during the first months of this

o
year are characterised by continual aerial bombardment, ineluding

.

the use of napalm, end attacks by troops flown in by helicopter to
destroy villages, burn crops and kill livestock. Having at their
disposal the latest and best planes

their allies, the colonialists have

and increased their terrorist activities. However, faced with the
courageous resistance of both soldiers and local people, they rarely
achieve their objectives. The areas most affected by these criminal
acts are precisely those areas which are most densely populated, or
where the Party is strongest: Cubisseco, the Slana border (in the

south), Oio and Sa: in the north).

Dozens of villages have been destroyed and large amounts of rice
have been burned in the Unal, Tombali and Como areas, and about
head of cattle have been killed. Fortunately, the

life falls short of the enemy'!s intentions, despite

they deliberately attack hospitals and schools, and

victims are mainly children and the old.




THE ACTIONS OF OUR ARMED F

CES in the first half of this year - at

the height of the dry sea

than ever before.

This fact has

have been more extensive and vigorous

been recognised by the Portuguese

imperialists themselves, who in order to gloss over the impression
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General KAULZA DE ARIAGA, in the abovementioned Lessons of Strateg

in the Course of High Command;

'Naturally, as our troops are dying in Guine, and as we are spending
a lot of money there, I do not take th:so.losses into account, and
don't consider that such an amount is spent only in defending Guine.
Actually, if that was so, I should find it unacceptable, but a man

i

who dies in Guine is indirectly defending Angola and Mozembique,.!

This confirms, in all its implications, the miserable cynicism and
spite of the Portuguese colonialist leaders with regard to human life
- even Portuguese life - but it has the merit of reminding us of the
common struggle and the interests which unite our people with their
brothers in Angola and Mozambigque, It shows clearly the extent of

ibilitiesin the united struggle for the total elimination

our respo
P

of the tuguese colonialist presence in Africa,
the wictories achieved by our people, and
this-year, and tol live up to our responsibilities,
periods dn our long but
rewarding struggle Wle must daily incr > ouUr awareness cW the
enemy who has no
scruples, We must be ready to make . greater sacrifices, to
overcome all difficulties, to ecb gradually our mistakes and
shortcomings, to improve our collective and individual behaviour,
and our activities in political and military spheres, as well as in
all the other branches of the new life that we are in the process of

building.

We must at the same time as i 'ying our armed activities,

7

to
bring them level with those of the enemy, pay close attention to our
political work, both within the country, and on African and inter-
national levels. One of fthe principal strengths, if not the main
one, of the Portuguese coloni

support




mich for the present as for the future, and consolidate friend-
ships and solidarity with all anti-imperialist and anti-coloniali
forces. We must strengthen our links with Africans and non-Afri
who, in helping us in our difficult struggle, have

proof of

No manoeuvre or crime on the part of the Portuguese colonialists -

no power in the world - can event the inevitable victory of our

African people, who are on the road to national liberation and the

construction of the peace and progress to which they have a right.







