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EDI~fORIAL 
-

The Central Commi ttee of FRELIMO met in ordinary session from 11 to·:21 
April. The agenda inc1uded the discussion of the main problems of our 
struggle. The work of the different Departments was analysed exhausti~ 
vely, lines of orientation were drawn up for each one and their respectiva 
programmes of action were approved. So far, this meeting of the Centra l 
~ommittee was no different from any of the previous meetingso 

But so~ething completely new happened at this meeting, distinguishing 
it as an historical landmark in the development of FRELIMO: like a fresh 
wind there appeared a completely new element of criticism and self-cri-
ticism, resulting in the elimination of erroneous conceptions enabling 
us to lead some misguided comrades back to the correct revolutionary 
line, and to re-establish a sense of reciprocal confidence among us. 

This confidence had been prejudiced by differences among the leadershi r~ 
We were not v ery olear about where the basis of these differences lay, 
but we perceived that, when important decisions had to be take.1 there 
was a clash of standpoints, revealing the existence of two lines, each 
represented by a certain number of comrades, defending different positions. 

All of us were conscious of this di vision -but, because we thought \·:e 
would ag~ravate the situation if we brought the question into the open r 
because we were convinced that it was necessary and convenient t~ pre-
sent at least an appearance of unity in the FRELIMO leadership, we never 
discussed the problem. 

These divergencies were manifested in many important instances~ For 
example, in the definition of who is the enemy, in the question of, 
deoid.iil.g on .. the strategic line to take (a protracted people's ·w-ar), on 
the impJrtance to be given to the armed struggle in relation to the 
other forms of struggle~ etc. This situation had become more evident 
since 1966, when we started having liberated zones in our courttry. Cer-
tain events had taken pl a c e since March, 1968, which seriously affected 
our organisation. We all felt that the origin of this situation was the 
di vision existing wi thin FRELilVIO -but we were unable to loca te the 
roots of the contradictions and consequently, we were even less able to 
solve them. 

On 3 February, 1969, Comrade Eduardo Mondlane~ President of FRELIMO was 
murdered. The assassins used a bomb, hidden in a book sent to him 
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through the post. It was not possible to discover the immediate agent 
of the crime: but the same preoccupation plagued us, might not this 
crime be r elated to the differences existing amongst us ? 

The Central Committee analysed this problem. For several days the items 
on the agenda concerning thi s matter were discussed. The ideological 
lines motivating the  behaviour of the divergent groups was discovered. 

For example, one of the most active representatives of one group was 
Lazaro Nkavandame, Provinci a l Secretary of Cabo Delgado, Member of the 
Central Committee, responsible for the Commercial Section i n that Pro-
vince. His attitude and mentality are typical of the group to which 
he belonged. Lazaro was opposed to the strategy of a protracted .war. 
According to him, we should concentrate all our forces in Cabo Delgado, 
drive out the Portuguese from the Province and proclaim the indepen-· 
dence of Cabo Delgado. We thought at firs t that this position stemmed 
from ignorance, or from a distorted outlook of our real situation con-
fronted as we are wi th the enormous mili±a..ry .. power of the colonialistso 
But then we started recJiving complaints from the people of Cabo Delgado. 
They complained that they were being exploited  -the value of the goods 
they recei ved from FRELIIvlO in exchange for their products was scanda-
lously disproportional •. These accusations were directed against 
Nkavandame who was in control of the commercial activities. Things then 
became clear. It was not ignorance. Nkavandame and his group had a 
precise objective when they demanded independence of Cabo Delgado alone. 
What they really wanted ua s to substitute themselves for the Portuguese 
colonialists in exploiting our people, Similarly, the preoccupation 
with a quick victory; before the people were politically mature: b ecause 
then thcy would opposc resolutel y any form of exploitation. The deve-
lopment of the struggle

1 
thé existence of libera t ed areas had thus made 

appea r  a specific category o1f persons -the exploi t ers of the people. 

Certain other comrades, opp~sed the  correct solution because of their 
empirical conception of nat~onalism. This mad e it impossible for them 
to distinguish our fricnds ~ ro m our enemieso For them, all Mozambicans 
of African origin were 11Nati.onalists", and as such should be acc0;pted 
in our movement, without any investigation of their political orien-
tation, or  of their possible connection with the enemy. Thus, when 
enemy agents like Mateus Gwenjere appeared in our midst perpetrating a 
serie s of actions aimed at destroying FRELIMO, these comrades opposed 
any action by FRELIMO against them, or at least abstained, alleging 
that "they are also nationalisi13 '~ . Thus, the enemy, taking advantage of 
our contradictions and erroneous conceptions, could strengthen its 
action against uso 

.· . ; . : . . . ·: ;. ..~ 

Yet other comrades, by the bureaucratic nature of their functions 
coupled with their lack of a solid political base, were overt ak en by 
the Revolution~ 1iving outside, wrapped up in their small world of 
comfortable routine and papers, they lost contact with the reality of· 
the war and became unable to distinguish the principal from the sec-
ondary, the immediate from the long-term tasks., So, they opposed 
measures aimed at the int.e~sifica tion of the war, at the subordination 
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of all activities to tho armed struggle. 

Almost from the very beginning of FRELIMO thore had been comrades vli th 
those erroneous conceptions. Some of them deserted in the course of the 
Revolution: they formed splinter organisations, through which they 
hoped to satisfy their personal interests; or, b ocause they were weak, 
they surrendered to the Portu~~ese; or yet ngain, because their ambi-
tions or greed for money could not be satisfied in the Revolution, they 
chose an easier way of life and sought employment in the neighbouring 
countries or gave themselves up to the Portuguese as did Lazaro Nkavan-

• dame. Gradually, thcrefore, it was soen that "the Revolution itself 
ensures the rejection of the impure load it carries11• But other ele-
ments remained nmongst us carrying their mistaken ideas. It was on 
the latter that the last meeting of the Central Committee had a deci-
sive influence, bringing them back again to the Revolutionary path. 
This action was the r,rork of a group of comrades who havo always kept 
themselves faithful tó the interests of the rnasses, respecting col-

' lective values and fighting individualism and personal ambition that 
foment opportunism, comrades linked v•i th the concreto reali ty and im-
mersed in the realisation of the principal tasks of the struggle. 

I 

Through criticism and kelf-criticism ench one of us vowed to correct our 
conceptions and behaviour that do not conform to the exigencies of the 
Revolution. This is why we say that this meeting of the Central Com-
mittee had extromely important results, and has opened a new page in 
the'.history of our struggle for National Liberation. 

. . 

Of course, we are awark ~f the difficulties that lie ahead of us. This 
unity we have now achi~ved will have to be implem~nted each day, with 
all its difficult implications. We shall need all our attention and all 
our strength. We shall have setbacks, but we shall know how to lenrn 
froin them,. hov1 to improve oursel ves and our work. We do not decei ve . 
ourselves with false hopes of an easy path: bécause.it is nota, mecha ... 
nical·process, it naeds our complete and active engagement, our con-
stant efforts. Our exporience has shown us that it takes an endless 
process of criticism and self-criticism to eliminate the residue of the 
colonial system thPt still persists in us, for us to place ourselves 
decisively on the ribht side of history, for us to discover and imple-
ment the necessity of the Revolution. 

While reaffirming our decision to fight with more detcrmination, based 
on a ne>v understanding of the si tuation and· in the certainty of expres-
sing more fully the will of the.people, we wish to stress that all 
these innovations are in fact a. continuation; and that all of t~em are 
linked with tho policy of our late President, Comrade Eduardo.Mondlane, 
whose work is not only being continued, but is being taken to greater 
heights· by the Movomont. The uni.ty he cnme to represent has now 
reached a higher stage: i t is uni ty at the servi'ce of t .he Revolution. 

A LUTA CONTINUA. 
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' ,. 
COM MUNIQUE 

The  Central Committee of FRELIMO met in ardina~ s ession from 11th t o  21st 
April, 1969, to study the problems of our Struggle for National Liber ation, 
and to formulate directives for their solution. 

In particular, the  Central Committee  analysed the latest events which have 
affected the life of our organisation and which culminated in the murder of 
Comrade Eduardo Co Mondlane , President of FRELIMO. 

Through  an historical  analysis of the  leadership of FRELIMO, the Central 
Committee was able to wei gh the incompar able qualities a s  l eader cf Cororaae 
Eduardo Chivambo Mcndlane --the direction of the Struggle under his great 
wisdom since the founding of FRELIMO until his savage  assassination --and the 
vast dimension of the  vacuum creat ed by his absence . 

In addition, the Central Committee analysed in det ail, in a study of the 
gener al situation of FRELIMO, the divergent line s  which have developed within 
the  leadership concerning the concept of the process of the people's Armed 
Struggl e . Those divergencies wer e the subject of profound debat e of 
clarification, which culminat ed in the  elimination of erroneous conceptions 
in the political line to be followed by FRELiriD. 

The  Central Committee concluded that it was nece ssa~ to establish a collective 
leadership, able to assure the  efficient direction of our organisation and 
principally to onsure the dominance of the political line correctly defined by 
the  Second Congr ess of FRELIMO. 

The  Central Committee d~cided that the Presidency of FRELIMO will be contained 
by a colloctivo organ composod of throo mombors; olected by the  Central 
Committee  and called the Council of the Presidency. 

Comrades Uria Timoteo Simango, Samora Moisea Machel  and Marcelino dos Santos 
wer e  el cctod by the Central Committoe for the Council of the Presidency. 

Phe Council of the Presidency will assume tho functions attributed to the 
Presidency in the Statutes of FRELIWD (No. XIV of the Statutes of the Prosidency 
of FRELIMO); namely; the Council of the Presidency will carry out collectively 
the functiono attributed to the  Prcoidcncy  as it exists within t he  Central 
Committee, the Political and Milita~ Committee,  and  ot her FRELIMO organs. 

The three members of t he Council of the Presidency have equal power s off 
dir ection; ther efore the member s of thc Council of the Presidency will work 
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collectively in all their functions and responsibilities, as is usual in such 
a collegial body. 

For the organisation of the work, the members of the Council of the Presiden~ 
will meet.and distribute among themselves; the different sectors of activity; 
they will also decide among themselves which person will coordinate their work. 
The duty of the coordinator is to be the link between the Council of the 
Presidency and the Departments of the· Executive Committea This duty in no way 
prejudices~ equality of leadership among the three members • 

.Af'ter the el.ection of the Council of the Presidency, that body met and elected 
Comrade Uria T. Simango as the coordinator of the Council of the Presidency. 

Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania .. 

25th April,. 1969. 
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STATEMENT OF .'fHE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

The President of FRELIMO, Comrade Eduardo Chivambo Mondlane, vvas assassinated ~ 

on the 3rd Februar~, 1969. This brutal death has put a physical end to the ~ife 
of a brother, a fighter, and of a man unequaled in stature. in the history of 
the people of Mozambique. This criminal act, perpetrated by teacherous means, 
deprives the Mozambican people and FRELIMO of their leader and enlightened 
guide, of the dedicated and courageous ~litant who throughout his life was 
the embodiment of the dignity and the ríghting spirit of the Mozambican people. 

It is still difficult for us to weigh our loss by this untimely death; it is 
still difficult to digest the totality of his action in the creation, the 
structuring, the fermentation and the  el aboration of Mozambican Nationalism. 

But the brilliant marks of his bright trajectory among us can be found in every 
militant, in every structure , in every political principle, in each part of 
the whole which I:'RELIMO and the Struggle for Liberation are today. In every 
portion of the whole he taught us to build, and to overcome our ethnic and 
regional differences, our various religious and cultural horizons, in arder 
to make Mozambique a Nation with FRELIMO its avant-garde •••• 

Because Eduardo Mondlane knew hovv to embrace completely his destiny of 
Liberator, as a living symbol of unity, the builder of a community; as the 
Inheritor o~- the traditional African culture; the man who fought against 
cultural alienation in our count~; and principally a$ the man of our time, 
able to put our country on the path of social progress and to establish its 
place in the world ••••• 

Because his destiny vvas helped by his exceptional gifts of honesty, courage 
and fr~mkne ss' by his enormous capaci ty for work and organisation,· by his 
olear understanding of the nature of our country and our Struggle. 

Today, the Struggle for Liberation extends throughout one third of our country; 
large regions are free from colonial domination where the people are 
building a ne•~ life . The total situation in our country. is charcterised by the 
continuous extension of the armed struggle to l arger and larger regions; an 
armed struggle Hhich is a people 's war _a;ud a prolonged vmr, an irresistible 
stream able to sweep out of our country all the vestiges of the colonialist 
and imperialist domination. 

President ~duardo Chivambo Mondlane was the man of this struggle, assimilating 
completely the political and ideological exigencie s of the people's war, he 
affirmed himself as the ardent defender of the interests of the great masses of 

-6-

-~--

_..,._ .... --



9

the Mozambican people. ln this combat h e taught us how to define clearly 
the essentia l objectives of our struggle, and how to know the real  enemies 
which are the colonial domination and the exploitation of man by man, as well 
a s tribalism, regionalism, and racialism; h e  t aught us that it is necessary to 
place th~ ,~:rine,:i~a1: .- e.mpha~i-E) of our struge:le on the fie;ht again,s.Y. .• a~'. ;' 
exploi ters,' ind~pe·ndent df ·, their colour, to distinguish the · fündaméntali from 
the  s econdary, and to direct agains t the real target, the fire of our weapons. 

·. ·. · , .:\, } r"·: Í/I: 1'~-.: ;-., _,. ~ i ·. -·.· · ; .  : .. ~ ~ ~ · --~r·-~~ _~ .... : 
President Mondlane·· · 'vvtúf 'the ~ active fighter for .Africa n Solidarity, making 
Mozambique an integral  part of militant .Africa, and in particular a. part of 
t::1e armed struggle of the people of Portugue s e colonies and of the whole of 
Southorn .Africa . It wa:;; for this reason that his death was f elt .in:our Continent 
as a loss .no:t o~y fbr ~-RELIMO and the Mozambican people,. but for the whole of 
Afrióa. ·· .;. .... ,... . ... . ,. , 

.!·. 

The raciàlist regimes ·of v<hi t e domination es;ta1:üished in the South 9f 'our . 
Continent whose a i m is to exploit our .people and OUr riches with the active 
complici ty of world imperiali;>m, found in him a r esolute adversary. who 
thrçJatene·a the founçlations of tbeir dornination. Cahora. Bassa dclenda est ---
with vihich he galvànised the FRELIMO f,ighters for the destruction ·of .-tl:le. b;i.g 
imperialist ec:onomic project whi'ch was. aime d at peryetuating ·the domination of 
our peojlle. In th~t way,. the :forces .of capitalist oppression became. c;I.ea:rly 
aware of the defea t to which their neo-colonialist activities. E!;re·doomed. 

President Eduardo !Ji1ondlane '17as thus the builde r of the  new Mozambique which 
already lives in large  regions of our country and affirms herself in the '· 
militant conscousness of our people. He was the incarnation of the revolutionary 
nationalism of the Mozambican, pcople. · · 

This was tho meaning of his life~ and this is the meaning of his murder. This 
is the  heavy h critage of courage, honesty and fight '11hich falls upon -us. This 
is the irm;n~rtal image of the leaÇ..er -and comrade who wil'l remain among us beyond 
the ciisappearanqe or' the phy~ica:I_ things· which wer e part·of him  and vvhichwe 
had , i~.a ;rned to leve . 

. ~ - J-• . , . ~ . 

. , : .. ·, .r .  .  .  . ! ~ • 

The ''tént'ral Committee of FRELIMO, by oxpressing its absolute  detcrmination to 
continue the armed struggle for national liber ation against colonialism and 
imperialism wi thin the lines clearly drawn· up by, the Sccond: Congress' of FRELIMO, 
is certain tllat i t . inte,rprets coopletel y tho. signif.icÇtnt:e of theL exemplary · 
life aneL tf?.<?::.a,.oath of President Eduardo-Mondl ane , ::, ._,, · . 

t· . .. ; . ·1·. , ... n . . i. · ·:· · · : '· · 

The  Central Commi ttee of FRELIMO, ' as well .as. \111 ;n;:kli tants . _l:l.l').d. the · Mózambique 
People , will kno~ how to dry thoir tcars and transform the hatred against his 
murde r into tho burning fire w-hj,ch"w:til de·stroy oppression and will lighte n 
the construction of the· . R;Jf.~e Mozambiq;ue .-·· · 

Thus we will merit the legitimate prid:o w'hich made our Comrade President 
Mondlane  say after ~he.)?ecçmd C?ngress: (..;. ;,,-.. :'···· ,· .;:· 

"I can now di~ happy, because I know that tho revolution will continue •••• " 

LONG LIVE THE UNFORGETABLE MEMORY OF PRESIDENT MONDLANE ~ 

A LUTA CONTINUAo o o  o I.NDEPENDENCIA OU MORTE, VENCEREMOS! 

The Central Committee 21st April, 1969. 
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. MESSAGE OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO 

COMRADE JANET MONDLANE 

While reaffirming the expression of condolences  and sympathy extended to you 
and your children by the Executive Committee on the deatp of your nusband and 
our leader, Comrade Eduardo Mondlane, the Central Committee of FRELIMO 
express€s, on behalf of the Mozambican people and of FRELIMO, its appreciation 
for the high militant spirit shown by you. 

It was with great emotion that the Central Comrnittec of FRELIMO acknowledged 
your strong decision to realise the revolutiona~ teachings of freedom, which 
your husband transmitted to you during hís life. 

The Central Committee appreciates highly this determination after the moments 
of grief through which you have passed, because that proves that, with your 
husband and the FRELIMO militants, you knew how to take what is more exaltant 
in human life --the way of the understanding among men, the way of the 
struggle for freedom. 

You knew how to embrace this way -·· as a wife --encouraging Comrade Mondlane 
to stay in his post, fortifying his determination, calmness and courage which 
guided.his action and made his name immortal. 

The path that you, Comrade J anet, follow with us is our way, the struggle of 
the Mozambican people. The struggle which continues, for freedom, for digni~ 
and against all forces of oppression, is a vmy in which you and your children 
vdll march at our side as an integral  and indistinguishable part of our people 
and our country. 

· Your decision, reaffirmed today, to engage yoursolf completely as a FRELIMO 
militant, in this most difficult moment of your life, contributes to give us 
the courage to continue following the revolutionary path clearly drawn up by 
our President, Eduardo Chivambo Mondlane. The  heritage of fighting and 
sacrifices whioh falls upon us, will not be  betrayed. 

A LUTA CONTINUA 

INDEPENDENCIA OU MORTE 

VENCEREMOS! 

The Central Committee of FRELIMO, 21st April, 1969, 

-8-
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MESSAGE OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE . TO 

H.E. PRESIDENT JULIUS K. NYERERE 

YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

GOMRADE, 

The CentraJ. Committee of FRELIMO, on behalf of the fighters .a.nd of the whoie 
Mozambioan people engaged in the armed struggle against Portuguese Colonialism 
and Imperialism, exte~ds to you with deep emotion its sincere gratitude for 
the solidarity which you, on behalf of TANU and .AFRO-SHIRAZI, of the Government 
and people of Tanzania, manifested on the occasion of the savage murder of our 
beloved President and Leader of FRELIMO and of our people, Gomrade Dr. Eduardo 
Chivambo Mondlane. 

The homage paid to the memo~ of Comrade President Mondlane, the respect thus 
demonstrated toward his qualities as a man and a fighter, constitutes for us a 
great and profound dedication by Tanzania to the struggle of our people. At 
the sarne time, that homage is also an expression of the revolutiona~ defense 
cf the supreme values of the Movement for Liberation of the African Peoples. 

The death of our President, Comrade Eduardo Mondlane, which is the work of 
the colonialist, imperialist and counter-revolutiona~ forces, constitutes, as 
Your Excellency has correctly stressed in the message you addressed to us, a 
great lo,ss, not only for FRELIMO and the Mozambican people, but also for the 
whole of Africa. 

By his aotion, through his olear and lucid intelligence, our President, Gomrade 
Eduardo Mondlan~was a true son of Mozambique and of Afrioa. 

The revolutiona~ work which he gave to us as our legacy and which is for us a 
great treasure,. will continue. The Central Gommittee of FRELIMO reaffirms the 
total engagement of the fighters and of the v1hole Mozambican people to continue 
until the end the struggle against Portuguese Golonialism and Imperialism, for 
the oonquest of National Independence and the installation in our oountry of a 
popular social order, definitively freed from the exploitation of man by man. 

United in FRELIMO, the whole Mozam~ican people from the Rovuma to the Maputo, 
will continue the work initiated under the leadership of our dear le?der, 
Eduardo Mondlane, until the final liberation of Mozambican land. 

On behalf of the fighters and the Mozambioan people, we send our fraternal 
salute to TANU and AFRO-SHIRAZI parties, and to the people of Tanzania, and 
reaffirm our will to develop the solidarity and friendship between the peoples 
of Tanzania and Mozambique, for the common good of our peoples  and of all Africa. 

The Central Committee of FRELIMO, 21st April, 1969 

-9-
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PRESS STATEMENT ON LÁZARO KAVANDAME 

On April 3rd. 1969, the Portuguese authorities in Mozambique announced 
that LAZARO KAV.ANDAME~ the "supreme military leader of FRELIMO", has joi:Ued the 
colonialist forces and is collaboratinG with them in the struggle against the 
nationalist movement -FRELIMO. 

Concerning this, FRELIMO has the following to say: 

1) Lazaro Kavandame once  hel d  an important position in FRELIMO. He was 
appointed Provincial Secretary of Cabo Delgado Province, and was in charge of 
commercial activities in that Province. 

2) However, for some time, FRELIMO has been aware of the cqnnections 
of Lazaro Kavandame with counter-revolutionary forces, based on the following 
facts: 

a) He used his post in our commercial structure to serve his own 
personal intérests, exploiting the  people in the exchange of 
goods, and keeping the difference. 

b) These activities wer e denounced by the  pcople, and FRELIMO 
established a Commission of Inquiry to investigat e the matter • . 
When he found out about this, Lazaro Kavandame organised a 
group of people, his collaborators in the exploitation of the 
people , to sabotage the work of the Commission. It was on his 
orders that the group murdered one of FRELIMO's military 
commande.rs on the 22nd December, 1968. His def ection, therefore, 
is to escape trial for this murder of which he was declared to 
be the organiser by the 16 el e ments of his group who are in 
detention, awaiting trial. 

c) These  activities, culminating in murder, classifie d Lazaro 
Kavandame as an ene~ of the Mozambican people  and of the 
Mozambican Revolution. In fact, this murder was in accordance 
with the Portuguese plan of murdering FRELIMO leaders in 
arder to stop the liberation moveiii8nt. 

3) Therefore, on the 3rd of Janua~, 1969, the Executive Coffimittee of 
FRELIMO met, in arder  t o consider the case of Lazaro Kavandame, and decided: 

a) To dismiss Lazaro Kavandame from his position as Provincial 
Secretary of Cabo Delgado; 

b) As a  result of this dismissal, Lazaro Kavandame is automatically 
removed·from membership of the Central Committee of FRELIMO 

c) Lazaro Kavandame was also dismissed from the post he held in 
FRELIMO's commercial section. 

-10-
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4). T~e defection:óf Lazaro Kavandame to the.Portuguese will not have 
. a.ny effect on our liberation struggle, because: 

a) Contrary·to what the Portuguese have announced, Lazaro 
Kavandame has never held any military position in FRELIMO, 
having held a _purely administrative position. 

b) He was denounéed by the people of Cabo Delgado themselves 
as being an exploi ter and: ·counter-revolutionary; therefore, 
the_people are now well a ware of his criminal character 
and activities. 

c) Also, contrary to what the Portuguese say, Lazaro was never 
a tribàl chief in Mozambique. The only influence he had on 
the people·dorived from the position to which FRELIMO 
appointed him. 

d) He is ignorant of the present state of the military-struggle, 
as he has not been in Mozambique si~ce December, 1967 • 

. The Portuguese claim tha.t "Portugal is poised for a breakthrough in 
Mozambique as a resul t of the. defection of Lazaro Kavandame", is thereforé 
completely valueless, and mere colonialist propaganda. 

Dar-es-Salaam, 4 April, 1969. 

. r - · . ... ·· 

A MOZAMBICAN FOLK~TALE 

Once upon a time, there was. a bitter war between the animals and th~ 
birds -all the animals in the world, buffalQes, pigs, tigors etc. aga.ins·t all. 
the birds in the world, eagles, sparrows, swallows etc. Soon after the war had 
started, the bat appeared, who did not know which group he should join. He had 
pointed ears, teeth, four paws, and a furry coat, like an animal, but he 
didn't move like an animal -he flew, like a bird. Af'ter contemplating the 
problem for some time, he decided to join the birds. But the birds protested 
that he could not be a membe.r of 1;heir group. because his physical structure 
was completely unlike that o~ ·a bird. However, the bat insisted and he seemed 
so determined that the birds decided to organise a .flying compet ition, in 
arder to decide whether or not tó accept him. He flew against some birds and 
won, so he was acceptêd. 

The fighting·· grew more and more fierce and there carne a time when the 
birds were suffering very heavy defeats at ~he hands of the animals. When the 
bat observed that his side was getting weUker, and there .was the possibility 
that he might lose his life, he decided to ·change 0ver to tb:e; .other side. But 
when he a-pproached -the animals th'ey rejected him, arguing thai(: à bat could 

~- -·: .. • . : • • • ~ • I. t~;::!:. .. _. ' 
... ,• .~ 
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never belong to their group. The bat defended himself, saying that they should 
not pay any attention to his wings as they were ve~ different to birds' wings. 
His opened up like an umbrclla·and were covered with fur, not ffeathers. After 
much discussion, the animals decided to admit him into their ranks. 

The war continued for a long time but, finally, the two sides decided 
to make peace. The heads of the two groups met, and decided that the war 
should finish. They ~greed that wh~ever the animals and birds met, there should 
bo no animosity. Tho hoad of tho birds continuod: "Look, we havo noticod that 
onc of our elements is missing, one of our birds, but wc don't know whether he 
was killed by you or not~ This bird has pointed ears, tceth, four paws, and a 
fur~ ooo.t not much · different from yours ." He was immediatoly interrupted by 
the head of the animals who said that this 1bird1 was in his ranks. Both of 
them were amazed. How was it that he could be with both the birds and the 
animals? They decided to summon him and ask him. '1How did you got here? What 
are you doing hore?" they asked. He replied: "I live in the trees. I flew here 
like a bird but I look like an animal. When I noticed that the wnr was_getting 
fierce, I realised that the animals would kill me as soon as they saw ~ wing~ 
because I looked like a bird. When I saw that the birds were being defeated, I 
decided to join the animals because it was safer." 

In great a.nger the hends of both groups said: "You don't belong to 
either of our groups. You don't havc any nationality. You deceived both of us 
to make us take you in. You betrayed us and created confusion in our midst. 
You are a great liar. From now on we shall both fight against you and all 
your descendants. The bat vms ve~ afraid and pleaded: "Take no notice of ~ 
past mistakes. I was frightened and I becamc like a weather-vane, turning with 
the wind. You must help me solve rrw problem." 

But the chiefs answered: "The only solution for you is to be put in a 
coffin and thrown away. We don't know what your position is. You were a 
traitor to both of us." Together, the two chiefs killed him. They kncw that, 
with his intimate knowledge of the organisation of both of their groups, he 
was a potential threat to both of them. 

The sarne thing happens in our situatio~ today. When things seem to be 
going badly on the eneffilf side, some elements t~ to join us. And on the other 
hand, when the enerrw wins · tcmpora~ victories, they go back to him. To and 
fro all the time. · 

(F.olk-tale from the Makonde tribe) 
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FAELIMD 
MOZAMBIQUE LIBERATION FRONT 

.,. .. ~~ 
In accordance with our aims of preventing the construction of the Cabora Bassa 
dam FRELIMO fighters have been undertaking many operations in Tete province -
ambushes, mining roads, and sabotaging and destroying bridges. 

On the 3rd, 4th, 15th, 16th, 18th, and 31st, of January, and on the 5th of 
Februa~; a total of 14 enemy vehicles were destroyed or damaged qy ambushcs 
or mines around FINGOE, PENE, CACHA, FURANGUNO, TEMBWE, and DIQUE. More than 
one hundred ene~ soldiers were put out of action. 

Two bridges were destroyed by FRELIMO sabotage units. One bridge, on the road 
between DOMICIANO and MALEWERA, ove r the ri ver MA.TAMB.AZI, was 10• meters long 
and 5 meters wide; the second was 13 meters by 16 meters. Both were built of 
cement. 

The post of TEMBWE was attacked by our infant~ on 31st January 1969; a 
battalion of Portuguese troops was stationed at the post which was badly 
damaged. Many enemy soldiers were killed, one of whom was a captain. 

On the 3rd of Februa~, an enemy company camped in the area of Chief KUSSALALA, 
near the ríver CHIMBALANE. Our forces attcked the camp, destroyed tho tents, 
killed 7 Portuguese soldiers and wounded 13. 

Outstanding successes have been achieved by our fighters in Cabo Delgado, 
where approximately 80 of the ene~ have been killed. 

At 5.00a.m. on 8th March, 1969, FRELIMO soldiers launched an assault against 
the en~ post of MINHANA, one of the few posts still held by the Portuguese in 
Cabo Delgado. With the development of our struggle its eventual destruction 
was therefore inevitable . A company of infant~ was stationed at the post, 
commanded by a captain, HUGO FERDINANDO GONCALVES ROCHA. FRELHIO guerillas 
entered the post, killing about 40 enemy soldiers and capturing the following 
material: 

WE.APONS 
a) 2 machine-guns nos. 5689, 3192 
b) 1 rockct launcher no. C7141998 
c) 10 light machine-guns G-3 (West German patent) nos. 020568, 0320903, 
020243, 020458, 020771, 020893, 020840, 020218, 020894, 020320. 

~
d8l2 West German machine-guns nos. 9296, 9229. 2 ''Walter" (West Gorman) automatic pistols nos. 108702, 107714. 
2 "Leanfield" (British) rifles, cal. 7.7, nos. 039858, 173040 
16 "Mauser" (West German) rifles cal. 7.92, nos. 410240, 15686, 19686 , 
10290, 17063, 93136, 4251, 18739, 8999, 19218, 6248, 13853, 9884,7163, 
5293, 4032. 
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AMMUNITION 

3 boxes o~ ammunition ~or G-3 machine-guns 
3 boxes o~ rockets 
41 magazines ~or G-3 machine-guns 

OTHER :MATERIAL 

~~ 
~~ 

55 uniforms 
50 blankets 
1 radio 
saucepans, plates etc. 

SEVERAL LORRIES stationed in the post.were also destroyed. 

For some time, the Portuguese soldiers stationed at the post o~ NA.NGOLOLO had 
been oppressing the surrounding population. ln particular, in the areas of 
NANYOKA, NA.NG'UNDE, lBO, LURIO, and MlKALALE, they had been terrorising the 
people and stealing their crops. FRELlMO soldiers decided to put an end to this 
situation. and organised a reprisal attack in de~ense o~ the population, An 
artillery attack ínth cannons and mortars took place on 28 March, 1969. 
Twenty-two soldiors were killed and six houses destroyed. The local people in 
the arcas formerly covered by this post epent the whole night celebrating the 
attaok, 

Various ID1nlng operations in Cabo Delgado province, on the 3rd, 9th, 13th,and 
28th o~ W~rch and the 24th Februa~, resulted in the destruction o~. 7 lorries 
and thc death of at least 15 ene~ soldicrs. At least 20 enemy were wounded. 

The Portuguese made two attempts to locate our bases. ln the ~irst attempt, 
on 20th March in the region o~ MBWALA, they sent out two companies who 
s~~ered three ambushes in succession, resulting in more than 25 enemy 
casualties. On tho 1st. April, near Mueda, another enemy.group·was located in 
the bush and attacked by our ~orces while they were res'ting. They were ~orced 

to retreat. On neither occasion did they manage to locâte a base. 

ln another ambush on 5th April~ 1969, FRELlMO soldiers armed with grenades, · 
bazookas and machine-guns ambushed and destroyed two military vchicles, goirig 
from NA.MRUCIA to QUlTARA.JO. Our ~ighters mounted the ~irst lorry and took 
away the seve·n weapons belonging to the seven Portuguese s·oldiers they· had· 
killed, The·rest of the enemy had ~led, ma~ o~ them wounded, 7 rnachine-guns 
(G-3 nos. 085500, 035527, 085466, 085877, 051394, 051407, FN no. 29373), 
important documents and pliotographs, military clothing·and ammunition,. were 
among the large variety.of.'material that was captured. 

3. MORE PORTUGTTESE DESERTERS .· 

.ln December, 1968, FRELlMO published a pamphlet ~or the soldiers of 
the Portuguese army, in which·three deserters and two prisoners described their 
good treatment·by FRELIMO, ~nd ·urged their companions who were disillusioned 
and disatisfied with the war, to.disregard the o:f:ficers' fa],se. p;o,paganda 
about FRELlMO's barbaria trcatment o~ prisoners, and to desert. As ~ direct 

-14-



17

resul t of this pamphlet, on 15 Marc~ 1969, three more sold.iers deserte d --
nos. 48978/67,  41545/67, and ô5428/67. 

EUSEBIO MARTINHO DA SILVA is 23  years old and comes from MOSCAVIDE in 
Lisbon district. His f athe r died  when he was 11 and his mother  married again 
to a man called  Antonio Pedro Lopes. Neither of them can work any more  a s they 
ar e both sick~ and they are supported by Eusebio's brother, aged 21. However, 
he too is due to be conscripted shortly, and then there will be no-one to look 
after their par ents • . They  own no property  and "have only the night to r est 
and the day to work .. " (Eusebio's words) 

He  h as oniy studied up t o the third primary class. His first job was in 
a factory where he was lubricating machines. At the age of 18 he  became  a 
bricklayer. He  was conscrip't ed into the arrrw on 17 July, 1 967, and was s ent to 
Mozambique on 20 De cember  1967. He was a private  and s erved  as  a bodyguard to 
a lieutenant called RIBEIRO. In Mozambique  he earned  about 900 escudos Ct 32) 
per month, (but in Portugal, like  all the other  r ecruits, he only r e ceive d  3 

~ escudos per month). His companv, commanded by a  c aptain, OSCAR ANTONIO GO~~S 
DA SILVA, vms based  a t NAMBUDE and acted in the zones of ri ver NANGU, of 
BANDAZI , and between NA!VJBUDE and WlARJ-:!:RE. When they  went out on operations, 
their main ai m was to c apture the local  people ,  and they  had orders to shoot 
anyone .~ho rap away. During his service in Mozambique he r1ad suffered U7o 
FRELIMÔ ambushe s  and two attacks against posts where he was stationed: one on 
24 Ma~cl1 . 1968 at NAMBUDE (where  a friend of his, FERNANDO DOS SANTOS ROSA, 
was ta.k:en prisoncr), and the other on 28 October 1968 at NTADOLA • 

. JOSE ANTONIO FERREIRA DA MATA was born on 15 Junc 1946 in C.ARREIRAS,. 
Portugal.. He is a carpenter and was  educa t e d up to the fourth primary class. · 
He was consoripted into infantry regiment no. 7 on 18 April 1967 in LEIRA.  He 
Vva.s l~ye;r sent to PORTO for training in r adio t elegraphy. He arrived in 
Mooimboa dà Praia on 31 January 1968 and was first put into oompany no. 2304, 
then transfered to no. 2305 in SHITOLO. His commande r was a  oaptain, NUNO 
ALVARES PIRES .AFONSO. 

JOSE AUGUSTO LOPES was born in VILA BOA DO MONDEGO in Guarda , Northern· 
Portugal, on 29 July, 1945.  Heis a brioklay er. He never went. to school and.is 
complete~ illiterate. All his family ar e  working in Franoe  except for his ·· 
mother and sister who are in Port;ugal. When he was 18 he  aíso went to F'r ance to 
work. He r ·eturnod to Portugal in 1967 to vis i t his mother and sister. On 12 
June 1967 he was caught by the police and s ent to the military headquarters at 
VISEU where, a woek l at er, he was consoripted. After his arrival in Mocimboa  da 
Praia he was  sent to NAMBUDE wher e  ho stayed for 7~ months,  then  ho was s ent 
back to Mocimboa da Prai a for another  4  months. Then his unit, commanded by: 
OSCAR DA SILVA, waz s ent SHITOLO. On the way they wer e ambushed by FRELIMO. 
A corporal called PEREIRA and 2  priva t es wer e killed; 8 privat es wer e WOlJTlded. 
They later suffer ed two more ambushes on the  s arne road. He was also in Nambude 
during the attack wnon Fernando dos Santos Rosa was  captured. 

All throe of the se soldiers des erted together from Mooimboa  da. Prai a  a t 
2.30 a.m. on the night of 15 March, 1969. The following day they orossed the 
river NANGO and finally carne t o  a village wher e they mot a FRELIMO detaohment 
of the  people's militia. They gave  up their weapons and wer e tak en  t o  a FRELIMO 
ba se . 

Like the previous de serters, their reasons for lea~i~g the Portugue se 
ar~ were the  harsh treatment of the ardina~ soldi ers by the officers, and 
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poor ·conditions, but mainly because they gradually realised that they didn't 
know what they were fighting for. They were fighting in a foreign count~ 
against the people to whom the count~ rightfully belonged. They had soon 
discovered that  that they had been deliberately told false statements by their 
commanders about the intensity of the war, and no longer had any trust in them. 
This distrust grew even stronger when they found proof of false statements about 
FRELIMO's harsh treatment of Portuguesa soldiers --when they got hold of a 
pamphlet by FERNANDO DOS SANTOS ROSA, who had been captured in Nambude, and who 
two of them knew well. They had heard many stories from their officers about what 
had happened to l~m at the hands of FRELIMO, but in the pamphlet he wrote how 
well FRELIMO was treating him and encouraged other soldiers to desert because 
the war was unjust. They would be well trated by FRELIMO. So they deserted. 

~-·· _, 

·/ 
a time there was a man called Lazaro Nkavandame. 

He tried to use FRELIMO to exploit the people of Mozambique. 
When·he discovered that FRELIMO does not allow. exploiters in its 
ranks, he went over to the enemy to see what he could get from 
them. He is today a running dog of the ~ortuguese colonialista. 
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THE ROLE OF POETRY lN THE 

MOZAMBICAN REVOLUTION 

Continueà. from previous issue,. •• 

III. After the Beginning of the Struggle -1962 -to the Present Time. 

Poetry by i t self could not find ~vhat i t lacked in lluman and poetical 
validi ty. The revolution alone could 'tJring in the essential elements, 
wi thout i.hich poetry was partial and imcomph;te 1 and transform i t from 
a mere potentiallty into an actual reality. The revolution alone can 
implement all the most daring nopes of.poetry and at the sarne time go 
beyond all its imagination. Also in the case of J'.1ozambique, r-.;ality has 
already gone much further than pootry would , ~ver dream. Many examaples 
can be found. 25 de Setembro, the periodicc..l edited by the FhELilVIO 
militants for intvrnal use, published some of the poems we have quoted 
in the pravious sections, like Eu sou carvao, Apelo, Magaixa, etco If we 
take for example, the first poem, ~e s e e that the v alue it assumes in 
the new cantext, a s compared ,,,i tn the role i t could have had in the past, 
is completely changed: only novJ that the fighters have retrieved the 
poem, making i t th8ir otvn, can i ts meaning be full. The words become 
true in a litoral sense: the African has become the fire which is 
burning his former master. There is no metaphorical rGsidue left lJet-
ween the fire of pocitry and the fire of the.grenades and mortars used 
against the enemy. That is what we mean by saying uhat the revolution 
alone oan actualise the hopes of poetry beyond anything that the indi-
vidual who first expressed them could imagine. The knowledge of the 
poems of the past, roere academia exercises in the Universities, becomes 
beoomes here an exercise of life, a real addition to life. 

The importance of the existential v1itness a poet bears to his own 
poetry is now undeniable. Álthough the astronomy of Galileo did not 
require that the soientist t estified to i ts validi ty wi th his o~m life, ' 
the philosophy of G:iard.ano Bruno would 11ave lost all its value if he had 
not proved it with his death. The sarne thing happens with ·poetry. ~ve 

c an no longe r acc .~pt a pocm unless we judge i t 1..i thin the life of i t s 
author. A poem of rebollion writt.en by somebody who refuses to do his 
part in the actuiU struggle, by somebody 'iOtho is still a poet or a >-lriter 
or an intellaotual, instead of being first of ~ 11 a militant, cannot be 
of any interest to us • Becc•.use we speak of a functional art, functional 
for life, and we don't recognise the validity of any purely aesthetical 
criterion of judgement. Then we can no longer separate the life of a 
man from his work, his words from his acts, and the meaning of both can 
be understood only in the reciprocal oonnection. There is no longer a 
place for the distortion, certainly due to !üstorical causes, of "art 
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for art' s sake"; nov.r there is place only for "art for life 's saka'' o 
But at ~he sarne time there is no life without ~rt, as we shall see 
below. 

The first stages of a revolution are full of reminiscences and ties with 
the old world, not only because it is impossible to eliminate everything 
at once, but especially because it is necessary to recover whatever we 
can use, if it can be transformed and seen in the new light. A new 
language has not yet been invented, but the old one -and, with it, the 
old concepts it expresses-can be given new meaning, rejuvenated by 
continuous détournementsa The following poem, for example, makes a 
new use of liturgical language; the :vythm is the sarne, but the va±ue 
is renewed, the original emotion that dictated, centuries ago, the 
religious litanies is restored. 

O Mozambique, beloved land 
O Mozambique, cherished land 
O Mozambique, coveted land 
O Mozambique, ravaged land. 

Garden of the world, 
Heart of Africa, 
Because of the covetous eyes of the world 
You were made barren for your own people 
and became instead a fiery furnace. 

Mozambique, 
Land, 
By those born of you, 
Beloved ; 
Land, 
By those who have lived, live now, and shall live in you, 
Cherished; 
Land, 
By the avaricious of the world, 
Coveted; 
Land, 
By those most piratical and arrogant, 
Ravaged. 
o o o •• o 

(Poema, by Gustave O Milton) 

What had lost meaning, empty words repeated by old women in dark churches, 
suddenly comes into light aga.in, wi th a new brightness •. 

Sometimes it is difficult for the repressed inventiveness to start 
again, to find the exact tone, from the dispersed state of mind in-
duced by centuries of repression. The way out can be shown by a more 
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skilled comrade, whose exdmple can lead ~o a new explosion of 
creativity. Ne find this in a poem by Bebé drawing inspiration from a 
poem by Marcelino dos Santos. The two poems start on the sarne note, but 
soon the second reaffirms its own individuality: 

No 
Seek me not 
In places where I don't exist 

I live 
Hunched over the earth 
Following the path cut by the whip 
On my naked back. 

I live in the harbours, 
Feeding the furnaces, 
Driving the machines 
Along the paths of meno 

I live 
in the body of my mother 
Selling her strength in the market 

• o  o 

I live 
lost in the streets 
of a civilisation 
that crushes me with hatred 
and without pity. 

ple,ce • 

No 
Seek me not. 
I am not lost. 

I live 
Strong and determined 
Following the path 
Cut by Freedom 
Through the fangs and claws of oppression 

I live 
In my people 
Firing my guns and bazookas 
Along the road to peace. 

I live 
In the body of my mother-earth 
Using the strength that is mine 
o  o  o 

I live 
One with the masses 
With a proteotion 
That shelters me, 
With hatred for the enemy, 

And if i t is my voice -::hat :i.s 
If it is I who still sing, 

h d 
Complete and unreserved. 

ear , 

It is because I cannot die, 
But only the moon hears 
my anguish. 

I am there in Amarica a~so 

Yes, I am 
•• o 

if I am here 
vibrantly aliva, 

in the voioe of Robeson and Hughes 
Of Cesaire and Guillen 
Godido and Blaok Boy reborn 

And if it is my shots, which are heard 
And I who still fight on, 
It is beoause I shal1 never retreat. 
Never, never,  never, 
Until my peop1e prevail. 

I aiü here in Ivlozambique a1so 
Ycs, I amo 
If I am here vibrant1y alive 
In the voioe of the people and of heroes 
Gungunhana and .Magui guana 
\rfarriors of Afrioa reborn. 
o  o  o o 

If I am here If I am here 
The oonsoious and solid incarnationAlert 
Of men Strong 
who oomposed the poems 
Of life and death, 
Of the end of night 
and the ooming of day. 

(maroelino dos Santos, 1953) 

Day, night 
:.-nti1 viotory 
I am here. 

(Bebê , 1967) 
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The old world which applied the bourgeois concept of property evcn to 
art, would have aalled this plagiarism, literary theft, and so on. To 
us these alleg ... tions are nonsense o The poem by Bebé is ccrtainly one 
of the best examples of de'tournment in Lautre'amont's tradition, anel it 
is significant as an example of how a mili tant can transfonn a poem of 
sorrow into a po0m of hope. 

The ne'iiJ Mozambican poetry is absolutely ncw in one sense 
1 
th:.1-c i t is 

tied up ~ith, intert\ined with, inseparable from, life. This fact, 
which ,.ould havo becn normal in pre-capi talist societies and 11ill seem 
normal again in the future, bears now a particular significance in 
face of the t·;estern cul ture, düch for the last century . ~as buen domi-
nating ~r trying to dominate the ~hole ~orld. This cultura has com-
pletely lost the connection between art and life anel recovers it only 
sporadically during revolutionary episodes, strikes

1 
etc. IJe cc:.nnot 

h0re enter into a discussion on the total separation that has occurr~d, 
slowly but definitcly, in the 1-iest(jrn civilisation betv.;een art, or 
generally cultura, and life. Hovwver, ,.,e must at loast give a sketch 
of the situation in order to illustrate our pointo The split is not only 
evident in the abyss which separatcs so-called artistic production and 
mass production in all flelds; rnovies, books, music, the figura-tive 
arts: ~vhat the p0ople roael, listen to, see and gom rally "consume11 is 
absolutdy different f'rom ~ hat is supposed to be of a high artistic 
sto.ndar.d. But this is evident éilso on another level. Even for those 
who produce the recognised v;orks of art and for those vwo <mjoy t11em, 
or at least claim to, these v.1orks have an extremely limiteel impact on 
tneir actual life. For the formar the work of :.1rt has become hork in 
the sense the word has in capitalist socicty, a real job: he is an 
artist, as someone else is a metal ~orker or a clerk, spccialised in 
being an artist and nothing else o Of course the artist and his v;orld 
don't accupt this equalisation, the artist being consielerod somebody 
different from everybody else, living out of rcach, completely cut off 
from reality. For the otners the consumption of art is roleg"'ted to a 
specific moment 'V1hich has nothing to do 'Iili th the rcst of tho day. All 
these are aspects of the sarne phenomenon, the spocialisation of art. 

We need to mention all thi s bec.: .. use otherwisc i t would not bc possi ble 
to understand fully the rcvolutionary v~lue of present Mozambican poetry. 
This poetry is born out of action and of the necessities of thc present. 
There is only one artistic production, accessiblc to everyone. Since 
túerc is no difference bctween the artist and the rest of the people 
cverybody can be an artist1 besides fulfilling his spocific tasks-
art and life are co"1nected in every senseo This i::l.jJpea.rs even more 
clearly if we consider not only poetry, but all the artistic production 
of the ne\-v Mozambique. The groatcst part of this proeluction has not 
yet crystallised in it., final forros: songs, dances, plays, aremost of 
thc timo extemporised and are not recoreled or v•ritten, pictures and 
sculptures are produced íor thJ meaning they have to thc produc.;er anel 
not with exhibition or sale as tüeir first goalo iJhen, for example

1 
the 

daily problems of the lilJer<. ted areas are expressed in extemporary plays., 
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thesc have the function of communicating and clarifying such problems 
for everyoneo' In the sarne way, poetry expresses the themes of actual 
life , it starts from them and goes back to them, bringing a new under-
standing of the situation, a new acceptance or a new decision to change 
it. 

Specifically, we can say that this is true in at least three ways: 
inasmuch as poetry is a communication of the present; 
inasmuch as p etry is a projection towards the future; 
inasmuch as poetry is one of the spheres where the new link between 
the individual and the community is being established. 

lo First of all, revolutionary art discovers the roots of the present and 
provides a living link with the past; it can s dve from the past, as we 
said before, what is good in this case what is good. in the tribal tradi-
tion, whi'ch colonialism has tried to destroy. Again, this happens not 
only in poetry, but in every sphere of art;  let us think of the triba l 
dances, now performed togcther by people of 1.1any different tri bes, o r of 
the Makonde sculptures, whose production the revolution has saved and 
encouraged. Traditional art provides a  stimulus to the new art and the 
two blend perfectly together. Poctry offers many examples of thi s fusion 
but the following i s one of the finest and reaches a  v ery high level: 

O Mother Africa of the songs of warriors1 

Singing and dancing to the voice of chikwembo. 

O Mother Africa of mo ,ns, endless and beautiful, 
In the lush forests of the distant Congoo 

O Mother Africa of ebony people 
Rising aud falline'to thc rliythm of Chigubo sounds 

O Mother Africa of rivers leaping 
The magnificont rocks of Victoria Falls. 

O Mother Africa of the magic tinholo 
With small white bones speaking xindau 

O Mother Africa of seas, blue and green, 
Roaring with joy ãt the sound of the drumo 

O Mother Africa, gloríous womb of warriors 
with spears in hand, 
black and strong, 
to conquer 
evil whites. 

(Mae Africa, Moguimo) 
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It is inter esting to see how language itself is modified, through the 
injection of African words1 r e f erring to African values. 

Then ,poetry is a means of communicati on  i n the simplest sense, which can 
reach and be understood better than any othe r form of communication : 

I will create simple  words 
That ev en children understand, 
Words tha t  will ente r  ev ery home  l ike the wind, 
Words that will f a l l like burning coals 
Into the soul of our people. 

(Poema, by J .Rebelo ) 

Because  i t was so easily understood and remember ed, poetry was used in 
the past by story- t ellers to convey information of any  ki nd. There are 
many examples of this didactic use in Mozambican poetry: 

' Nine provinces lias Mozambique, 
Called 'districts' by the enemy. 
'The whole of Mozambique is a province', 
Th e Portugues a d eclare to the worl d . 
I n the south of the country is Lourenco Marques 
the great bay of Espirita Santo 
the city of Lourenco Marques 
capita l of Mozambique. 

Gaza i s the  s econd province -
capital, Vila de Joao Belo 
and crossed by the Limpopo 
one of the great rivers. 
Near the  sea lies Inhambane • . . . 

Manica and Sofala are in the  c entre • 
• o • 

Tete crossed by Zambes i • 

• • • 
Zambezia - v er y  móuntainous 
o •• 

Mozambique with Mount Namputina 

Niassa, Vila Cobral tbe oapital. 
Cabo Delgado-northern·province, 
Porto Amelia its capital1 
Bor der province of the north 
Covered with dense bush. 

(Iru Kantumbyanga) 

But poetry can be  a communication of the present in a more sophisticated 
sense: it can express a consciousness, an interpretation, indeed a 
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meaning. I n this sense He will find that every important point of the 
Mozambican strugGle has been understood and expressed by Mozambican 
poetry. That i t is a. a-truggle for national independence from colonial 
rule: 

O son of my womb 
To whom freedom is long due7 
Grand is your duty i n these mountains. 
Surrender not9 nor falter. 
To fight until victory is won7 
That is the great task7 
Entrusted and given to you 
By those vlho have fai th in you. 

Be  a patriot7 be one with FRELIMO, 
You will be led along ways that are good 
From beginning to endr without stumbling. 
~o not vacillate" Do not tire. Your mission is glorious. 

(IV!ario Sive). 

The Mozambican land itselff 
Her Mozambican children7 
Have chosen to drive out the invaders -
The colonialist and imperialist Portuguese-
Forward until ~"'e reach the goal -

INJ)E?KJDENCE. 

The Portuguese m·.~st go 7 
for that W€. fight; · 
to drive the fascists 
from our la:::1do 

With libera-l;ion7 
This beloved country1 

( O Praze·r de mãe, by E. Massiye) 

All the Moz~mtican people, 
Will enjoy the fruits of their own labour. 

(Patria em Luta, by Domingos Savio) 

••• r ama son of my father and my mother and of the Nation, 
which today a~.vai ts 
my coming deep 1-ri thin the land of Mozambique. 
My people who are now subjugated, 
Who are ruled by the Portuguese lackeys, 
I would sacrifice my life for my people. 
I would rather fight and die two hundred years. 
than let her be subjected to the enemy 
any more. 
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That it continues the African resistance t o the Portuguese invasion: 

•• aOur brave ancestors, 
Fought the colonialist invasion 
l n many parts of the country 
From the far South to the North. 
Our ancestors serve as example 
We shall l earn from them1 
Destroying old conceptions, 
Creating a new spirit of patriotismo 

( ~~ nosso dever, by Atubwidao.) 

••• The life which you lead in the mountains t oday, 
The first heroes of the resistance led that life tooa 
I t was not ensy for them, for they were not united, 
But they did not waver, preferring death to a life enslaved. 

(JLiz a mae patria, by Mario Sive) 

That it is a people's struggle: 

People of Mozambique 
Who, through the centuries, 
Have lived humiliated by the Portueuese, 
Arise! It is time 
for you to say ENOUGH. 

The oppressed people 
took up arms 

(Até ao fim, by Malido) 

and fought against the patrao 
because he did not look on them aA human beings 
with dignity and rights. 

(o Povo Oprimido, by D. Savio) 

in which everybody has a task: 

The patriot is not only he 
who fights the aggressors 
with weapons. 
NO! 
The honest man 
who works the soil of his country 
and waters it with his sweat 
He too is a revolutionary~ 

(Plantai arvores, by Manuel Gondola) 
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That it must be an armed struggle: 

Brothers! What are you waiting for? ••• 
Always the days pass ••• 
The Portuguesa will never be transformed . 
You must fight for the freedom of Mozambique. 
Brother! The day ends • • • 
The first star shines resplendent. 
Find y our way to freedom. 
Go where the others are. 

The cattle return to the corrals • • • 
Always the days pass ••• 
Do y ou think that Salazar will set you f ree? 
That he will free y our fathers? 

Go where the others are ••• 
Take up guns against Salazar ••• 
I n this way .alone can you 
Set your f athers. f.ree from oppression. 

(Irmaos, by Antoni o Rufino Tembe ) 

••• The antidote to cure colonialism 
is armed revolution 
that is the only way 
to win total independence •• o 

(Atéao fim2 by Malido) 

That it is a just struggle, and vic.tory is certai~ : 

••• o, ourjust struggle 
which will ass~re us the victory. 
O our indisputable · iiidependence 
which will unmask the false unity 
of the im1erialists of NAT01 

With FRELIMO in the vanguard 
With·the multicoloured flag in front 
The énemy will suffer defeat 
The Mozambican people will prevail. 

••• a guerrilla bullet, 
Because it is just, 

(Pela patria, by Macungo) 

Kills more than one enemy ••• 

(A luta justa, by D. Savio) 

Finally, that it has become a revolutionary struggle and that as 
such it must be fought: 
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The r evolution is a  heavy burden 
It is a path of thorns 
Chosen by the victims of oppression. 

The r evo1ution is a future 
of good hope · 
of Spring and Autumn. 

Revolution was chosen 
By peaceful men 
As the only way 
To liberate themselves 
After many years of suffering, 
of misery and humiliationo 
The revolution triumphs 
In the heart of each revolutionary 
As a heritage 
For every member of his family. 

Revolution 
demandS deep analys~s 
demands s eriousness 
demands firmness 
demands a conscience. 

Revolution 
is not ma de with words 
is not made with. :fe?],:l.:ng 
is not ma de with singing 

(A Revolupão, by Dick Vovotti) 

is not made· with ambitions. 
• o • • •• 

(A Revolupão, by D. Savio) 

2. Poetry not only recognises meanings, it goes farther and communicates, 
sometimes creates,values. It tcnds to the future because it postulates 
action, incites to fight, provides rules and behaviour~ Very often 
poems by the militants present rules of action, in most cases rules 
for the guerrilla fighters: 

Guerrillas, your life 
is glory in the world. 
when you are uncertain or confused 
heed this advice. 
o •• 

If you are ready in combat 
the best thing to do 
is to camouf~~ge _ yourself and be patient 
better to kill one enemy and capture his weapons 
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than to kill thirty quickly 
and leave their weapons behind. 

-.......... (R ecornendá~o a o Guerrilheiro, 
by Assikulava) 

The guerrilla is happy 
only fighting for his people, 
defending the wealth of his country. 
When that wealth i s controlled by the enemy 
He is never content 
He rises with hatred against them. 
He carries out any task 
·Necessary ·forthe liberation 
of his homelando 

Revolutionary gurrilla1 
his time of joy has harrived -
it is the revolution. 
His greatest joy 
is to have a weapon in his hands, 
confronting the enemy, 
going into combat singing. 

When a man holds a weapon in his hand 
And there is hatred in his heart, 
Know that the cause is 
Colonial domination. 

errilheiro 

(O gozo da Revoluiao by ~~chika) 

Or an incitation to go, to pursue the glorious mission: 

In the last moment of your life, you said, 
'Dear Comrade, t ake my gun ••• 
I can no longer fight, 
Too soon I ~as hit by the enemy' s bullet. 
Quickly, take my gun and carry on ••• ' 

o o • 

I believe in you, Hero, 
Man·with a heart of steel. 
I  will follow your example 
with all my strength and dedication, 
for consolation a s  a friend 
and joy as a hero. 
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I am happy 
because I ama militant. 
I am full of joy 
because now I  .know what I saw and scarcel7. understood. 

I am à 'guerrilla 
I come from the people 
Not for strangers, never, 
But always for the people. 

The mission I have is glorious, 
By my deeds I am writing history9 a long history, 
On a march I have no cares9 
because my mission is sacredo•• 

(o Guerrilheiro em marcha9 
by Cosme) 

Poetry presents· the guerrilla fighter as the bearer of new values: 

Yo~, brother patriot 
You, martyr of the people 
You9 red blood flowing, 
seeping into African soil. 

You9 victim of modern slavery, 
Mozambique watches you 
The drum speaks of you. 

(Moguimo) 

There he comes, armed and fierce, 
There comes the man who brings freedom, 
ragged and dirty, but with an iron heart, 
the guerrilla smiles and sings, 

He has no. house, little food and clothes, 
He lives through suffering all 
The torrential rains beat against him 
The bitter cold bites harshly 

Still he smiles and sings. 
'I bring peace and freedom, 
With this weapon in my hand 
I'll drive out Salazar and his troops.' 

... 
(o Guerrilheiro, by Cosme) 

And also9 timidly, poetry starts prefiguring the future "after the 
revolution", and again it resembles a dream: 

o •• 

Black mother 
cradles her child 
and forgets 
that the ·grains of maize are wi thering in the earth 
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that the store of groundnuts vaniahed yesterday 
She dreams of wonderful worlds 
Where her child v.rill go to school 
The School where The Men go to learno 

o  o • 

V>lhere her child will run and play in the street, 
In the street where The Men walko 

o o  o 

ljolQnderful worlds 
where her child will be able to live 

(Sonho da mae negra, by 
Marcelino dos Santoso) 

but in a different way from the one we saw before 
7 
because no'l-7 the 

future already exists, it is contained in the present, as the excla-
mation, of wonder and exultation, t ell us: 

Your son is already free, mother! 

(I\:)ema _de um militante, by 
Jorge Rebelo) 

as we can see from the poetry which emerges from the prose of the 
party's declarations: 

At night in the liberated areas the people of the 
villages gather by the fire and sing and dance in 
complete freedom, as in the time before the arrival 
of the Portugueseo The old people tell the children 
about the crimes the Portuguese practised against the 
people, when they occupied that territorya They tell 
them about episodes in the liberation struggle, 
the courage of .)llr guerrillas. When the mothers want 
to frighten their children to make them quiet, they 
invoke the name of the Portuguese, as mothers in other 
countries invoke the bogey or the darknesso The Portu-
guese oppression in these regions appears now as a 
shadow which has passedo 

(Message from the Central Committee to the 
Mozambican People, 25 September, 1967,) 

3. When we say that poetry provides a new link between the individual and 
the social spheres, we refer to a phenomenon which is developping in 
the liberation struggle of Mozambique, as it developped in other 
revolutionary struggles. The Mozambican people are in the process 
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of reasserting their individualities, not as isolated individuais, but 
as individuals forming a new society. As this society ·will be different 
from the old one, free from all its repressions, so the individuals that 
will compose it will be new men: 

younger brothers 
of an older century. 

(Aqui nascemos, by 
Marcelino dos Santos). 

If the creation of new men and of a new society cannot happen separately 
poetry is the perfect interpreter for all this. It is in fact the ex-
pression of a will, the will to reaffirm one1s own creativity, but 
at the sarne time to communicate it to others and see their reactions. 
In this exchange, the subjective creativity is strengthened by the 
ascertainment of the existence of the sarne process in others: when 
we see the sarne will in others, we become more determined and at the 
sarne time we understand that the only way for putting it in"fio action 
is to do this together with the whole community. The project of the 
revolution is a collective project, in which the individual exists and 
works for the society and the society is alive because it is based on 
the individuals and respects them. Poetry is the best mirrar of 
the collective feeling, the co-operation which pervades the struggle: 

Your anguish 
joined with mine 
will rise to strangle oppression 
your eyes 

o. o 

Together with mine 
speak of Revolt. 

Your blood 
together with mine 
will water the seeds of victory. 

(As tuas dores, 

If we were a disunited people 
there would be dangc r 
if we were a cowardly people 
there would be danger 
if we were a people without conscience 
thore would be danger 
if we were a people divided 
as our ancestors were 
there would be danger. 
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1.. 

If \-Je wre unworthy of our task 
thero would be danger 
but •• o THERE IS NO DANGER 
in an heroic people, 
a united people, 
a people filled with hope, 
a people l-Jho do not fear aacrifice. 

(Haveria perigo, mas ••• nao ha 
perigo, by Machangwana) 

I t is one and the sarne voice, through the freedom fighter speaks the 
voice of the people, an individual who writes and yet writes for the 
whole peopleq There is no difference, whether the poetry is written 
in the first person singular; 

I am a Mozambican, guide of the people. 
I am a sword of the people, 
clearing the tall grass, cutting a path, 
for our people to march forward. 
The blood of the Mozambican guerrillas 
is fuel to burn thc grass, 
which pricks and stings the Mozambican flesh. 
That grass is the Portuguesa. 
I am a son of the Mozambican people 
from the Ruvurr.a to the Maputo 
from the Indian Ocean to Lake Niassa 

or with a  collective subject: 

(Guerrilheiro guia do povo, by 
Ngwembe) 

Enough of these massacres. 
I have suffered for five hundred years. 
I can bear it no longer, 
this forced labour • 

• o o 

I suffered on the railways 
in the fields of cotton 
in the timber mills and on the sisal plantations. 
I can bear it no longer 

o • o 

I can bear it no longer, 
This was said by the people, 
By those who suffered much 
from the very first d~y of invasion. 
The people say. 
I will bear it no longer. 

(o povo disse, by D.s. Maguni) 
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The will of the peop1e has become the will of every single fighter, in 
life and death: 

••• 
11 To di e for on e 1 s country 
defending the people's interests, 
This death is heavy7 weightiest of all, 
like Mount Gorongosao 11 

•• o 

But he who die s fighting 
Against the will of the people. 
He is disgracedo 
"His death is lightj nothing, 
as light as a feathero 11 

(Morrer pela patria, by Luchwachwa) 

Conclusion 

Poetry in the old world was the exceptional moment for a few excep-
tional meno This aspect of privileged communications was its force and 
its unsurpassable limit; to it we can ascribe both the relative freedom 
poetry enJoyed then and its inability to r ejoin life and be a part of it. 

Poetry in the new wc:2ld which is being created promises to be of the sarne 
stuff as life, one of its manifestations, and at the sarne time per-
vading the whole of ·fto :Because· the poems we read are just a minimal 
part of the production, onc expression of the amount of creative energy 
unchained by the  revolution7 which does not necessarily and always go 
into actions, thoughts, feelingso These poems are part of a larger 
realityo The proof is that poetry is no longer a specialisation: there 
is no poet left, because evcnybody is a poet, Tomorrow there will be 
no master left, because everybody will be the master of himself. This 
is the lesson of poetry and it is essential for the success of the 
Revolutiono 
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Editorial 

Zimbabwe is about to become a. republic? unde r white minority ru1e, This was 
an event 1ong ago foreseen, as the c1imax of the process of consolidation of 
white power, which started in that country in 1965. A  d anger against which al1 
the revo1utionary forces v1ere a lertecL 

We stated in November 1965, some days after UDI: 

" We h ·ave been assisting a vmrld movement of condemnation of UDI in 
Zimbabwe •. However, we. also not e tha t until now no positive action 
was taken against that illegal  act, inspite of the fact that it 
did not come a s  a surprise v but was expected as the certain resul i 
of a series of manoeuvres carried out by the ·smith government in 
connivance with the British government. 

This fact confirms what experienc e has t aught us: that in vital 
matters such a s that of independence , each people must count 
primarily on .themse lves and must not vmit for solutions to come 
from outside , .. Immediat e action is necessary1 because history has 
shown us that the longe r an unjust and illega l situation(such a s 
UDI) continues, the  mo're entrenched it becomes .. And it is on this 
that Smith is countingo11 

Today, some 4 years have passed and this statement continues as valid as when 
it was first made. The revolutionary and popular forces in Africa, although 
conscious of the situation1 although aware that lack of action would mean 
the advent of a new f a.scist and racist state, the birth of a new South Africa, 
the continued oppression of four mil1i0n African brothers -could not do 
anything to prevent it. Revo1utionary Africa was weak, imperialism is sti11 
strong. 

Africa in f a ct continues to be one of the main t arget s of world imperialism. 
Unabls to prevent 40 states from regaining their independence , iwperialism 
tries to make that  independence a  nomina l one, attempt s to set up puppet 
governments in the African countries. 

·' 
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And, we are forced to admit, imperialism has achieved successes. Through the 
use of all manner of foul methods -direct armed intervention, assassination 
of progressive leaders, threats, corruption -it has succeeded in creating a 
situation such . that the really progressive African states are far outnumbered 
by the reactionary ones. 1rhis explains Smith's victory, imperialism's victoryo 

Imperialism's victory: because, as has been proved, the establishment of white 
min')ri ty regimes i.Yhenever and wherever possi ble, ·is in fact another of the ways 
used by the imperialists to assure the defense of their economic interests in 
our continent. So far they have concentrated this kind of action in Southern 
Africa. For world imperialism, the establishment of white minority ~egimes . is, 

for this part of Africa, the form of political power cons~dered th~ most appro-
priate for the maintenance and consolidation of its economic interests.Their 
intention is to reinforce the South Africa, Portugal and Rhodesia alliance 
bloc, which they directly control. The territories of Southern Africa vtill be 
used as bases to threaten and even attack the independent African states which 
oppose imperialist policiesc 

Therefore, when Africa gave up her responsibilities towards Zimbabwe and the 
problem was handed ove r to U oK o~ \ve knew for certain that the whi te racist 
minority would be established in power. 

It was a heavy blmv to Africa~ from which, we hope, Africa will learn a lEisson. 
The most impoitant lesson is that an African and popular solution to any of 
our problems .9an only come from Africa herself: never from an imperialist 
country. Another lessonderived frdm this, is that it is imperative to inc . .;rease 
aid to the liberation. movements. Irideed, the events in Zimbabwe prove that the 
people' s armed struggle against imperialist domination -whatever form this 
may take -is the only historical1 African and popular solution. 
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T TIO 

U.N. DECOLDNISATION CDMMITTEE 

The followirrg is a summary <1f FRELIMO's petition to 
tho United Nations Committee on Decolonisation of 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, on 21st May, 1969, 
in Dar Es Salaam. 

Mr. Chairman, 
D~stinguished Delegates, 

Your mission here is realised at a time when the Mozambique Liberation Front 
and the Mozambican people are mourning their late President, Comrade Eduardo 
Mondlane. This col.;ardly assassination is the latest in a long line of Portu-
guese attempts. to eliminate FRELHIIO' s leaders and many comrades have died 
before him. Although the loss of leaders is deeply felt, it in no way means 
the collapse of the struggle for national independence. This is not the first 
time we have appeared before this committee in DarEs Salaam and we send a 
delegation every year to United Nations Headquarters. Thus we believe that the 
Committee is now well aware of the People's plight in Mozambique, over which 
there has been much talking during the last few years. What we expect from you 
now as always is a firm decision to take such measures as will accelerate the 
decolonisation process in our country. 

THE ARMED STRUGGLE IN MOZAMBIQUE 

The reasons that led us to \.;age our armed struggle are by now very olear to the 
United Nations and the whole world. Portugal continues to arrogantly ignore 
all United Nations resolutions on the self-determination .of her colonial 
territories, and she increases her military activities with the full under-
standing, sympathy and support of her Western allies in NATO. ln a speech 
inaugurating the first session of NATO's technical commission for aeronautical 
development and research held in Lisbon in 1964, the Portuguese Minister of 
Defense stressed Portugal's strategic role in the defense of the West and 
claimed that the defence of the Portuguese Colonies was the only way to preserve 
the heritage of the past and contribute to the future happiness of mankind. 
To protect her colonies from Communist attack would help to carry out NATO's 
original aims. (D.L. and P.J. 16-20/9/64). ln November, 1967, the Portuguese 
Foreign Minister told the world: " As regards our policy in Africa, we are not 
going to alter, modify or deviate -even if we go all to pieces." A year later 
Marcelo Caetano stated: " We must face tasks which cannot be postponed •••• 
not to neglect for a single moment the defence of Portugal' s Overseas Provinces'J 
Even Cardinal Gonyalves Cerejeira, Head of the Portuguese Catholic Church, 
challenging and rejecting the newly created "Day of Peace" announced by Pope 
Paul VI, stated categorically that the Pope's words could not mean an invitation 
to pacifism in Africa, which would mean a cowardly retreat from the fulfilment 
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of great duties (D .L. 29/12/67). Portugal' s allies have also gone ahead in 
supporting her-1-lith olear -st.atements of offioial polioy. A Sub-oommi ttee for 
Foreign Affairs presented to the U.S. Chamber of Representatives a report on 
the Portuguese posi t ion in Afrioa. "Portugal 

1
11 the report said, 1'the last 

l'lestern oountry which keeps a wide jurisdiction over Afrioa, does so to 
spread Christian values and oivilisation to underdeveloped nations." 

Twenty years ago~ thousands of Afrioans, mobilised by the big anti-Hitler powers 
died for the cause of European freedom against Nazi Germany. Today, when 
Africa rises in arms against the forces of oppression, colonialism, fasoism 
in Southern Africa! western Europe does not have the courage to stand up with 
Afrioa and fight. Even a mere positive vote at the Uni ted Nat ions is deemed 
more expensive than thousands of African lives lost in fascist colonial wars 
in our oontinent. vJe are told that as long as NATO' s support for Portugal is 
mentioned in the resolution, Portugal's Hester n allies will not vote for it, 
for they claim that arms given to Portugal under the NATO agreement oannot be • 
used in the colonies. But all these powers kn01'1 that Portugal has "Overseas 
Provinces" and that arms given through NATO can be used anywhere there to 
support 11law and order.11 lf this is aokno1r1ledged by these powers, it means 
that NATO v1eapons are being used i.n so-oalled "Portuguese Africa," as part of 
the ''Portuguese State." All these po'iVers also know that there is no effective 
maohinery under the NATO military establishment to ansure that arms used in 
the colonies do not come from NATO countries. There may ben~uch thing as a 
NATO arms factory1 but there ~ arms faotories· in NATO member countries, 
manufaoturing weapons for use in NATO countries exolusively. This being so 
we cannot be told that weapons used in colonies, coming from NATO member states, 
are not NATO weapons. We have specimens of weapons captured in the oourse of 
our battles in Mozambique, and 1-1e would like members of the Commi ttee to se e 
them and draw their own conclusions. 

Mozambique falls under the category of those countries whose inhabitants' 
interests, under the United Nations Charter, Article 73, should be considered 
paramount7 and therefore should be assisted in all ways to realise their 
political aspirations, Having been denied this by the Portuguese Government, 
the people themselves decided to resolve the problem on their own. The libera-
tion 1r1ar is now four· and a half years old. Large areas have been liberated in 
Cabo Delgado and Niassa Provinces. Administration, health, eduoation and 
reconstruction programmes are being carried out in the liberated areas. Thus 
by their own efforts and the assistance of freedom-loving people the world 
over, the Mozambican people have won resounding victories over the Portuguese 
colonialistso The ·results so far aohieved are very encouraging. 

ln the 1968-69 fiscal year, Portugal allocated &:.86 million for the colonial 
\vars, whioh \vas inoreased last January by &:.438 ,800. This allows Portugal to 
spend an average of f-242, 303, pe::.~ day on the co.loniá.l wars, enabling her to 
maintain an army of ove r 150,000 men. Portugal' s friends are very sympathet i o 
to her cause. ln ·April, 1966, Mr·. Edward Heath declared that the Portuguese 
Governme.nt threatened no peace or international. security whatsoever. Two 
years earlier, Mr. Michael StevJart, the British Foreign Secretary, said in 
the House of Commons that Brjtain continued to approve the sale of war 
material to Portugal. This is only understandable with the tangled Rhodesian 
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affair, and also her 1,000 million poUnds invested in Portugal and the Portu-
guese colonies. We in Mozambique are therefore facing a formidable inter-
national capitalist force, which opposes anything that leads to our national 
independence .. 

FOREIGN INVESTMENTS AND THE AR~lliD STRUGGLE IN MOZAMBIQUE 

The world does not need to be told of Portugal's backward cultural, economic 
and social development, her lack of a responsible democratic government. She 
has nothing to offer the colonies but the reflection of her backwardness at 
home. Annex 19 an extract from a report by a Canadian observer team, illustrates 
the methods she uses in Mozambique to maintain her evil colonial system. 
Foreign capital, exploiting backward Portugal, has made its way into the 
Portuguese African colonies - a fact which sometimes causes concern to the 
Portuguese themselves who believe this is a "sell-out" policy of the co1onies 
"to Anglo-American capital, making it a foreign colony under the Portuguesa 
flag"! The Financial Times of 13 June, 1968 stàted: "Foreign investors find 
favourable conditions for private enterprise, 1ow level of taxation, abundant 
manpower for some l .ight industries and wage 1evels co'nsiderably lower than in 
most European countries." In 1965, of the 122 foreign countries which were 
established in Portugal, 34 were British. One year later the trade deficit 
of Portugal reached a total of ~138 mi1lion with a sound increase the year 
after. On the other hand, in 1967, she received a 1oan of ~50 million from 
B.ri tain o In that sarne year foreign capital invested there totalled f..27 million. 
All these investments allow Portugal to continue paying for her colonial war. 

The Cabora Bassa Project 

Meanwhile, foreign capital is pouring into Mozambique to build what will be 
the fourth largest dam in the world. It is estimated to cost between f..llO 
Million and ~125 million. The following groups applied for the contract: 
1. Cabora Bassa Builders(Paris) -French, American! South African 
2. Cabora Bassa Construction Consortium -Italian, British, South African 
3. Zambezi Hydroelectric Consortium-Paris(Zamco)·West German, French, 

Swedish, South African and Portuguesa. The final contract was awarded to the 
ZAMCO Consortium. 

If those ivho support the fascist-colonialist reg;i.me of Portugal think tha:t in · 
doing so they are harm~ng only Africans they are mistaken. For the conditions 
of the Portu.guese people are also unbearable. On March 15, 1966, the weekly 
"AKTUEL" published an interview with a Swedish engineer, formerly employed by 
one of the 11 S't>Jedish textile and clothing factories operating in Portugal. 
Mr. Karisson said he 1eft his job7 because "I w.as ashamed of being Swedish" 
in a S1.-1edish factory in Portugal where women enter the factory at the age 
of 16 wi th a v1age of 3 shillings a day. At 18 they reached the maximum of 
6 shil1ings~ History has shown that imperialism as a system never looks after 
the welfare of the masses under its rule. Our we1fare, therefore, cannot be 
guaranteed by those who exploit the Portuguese people and the.people of the 
colonies. l;Jhat we .want from the Unite.d Nations is not pious reso1utions, but 
concrete action, that will accelerate the process to our independence. For 
this reason we have some proposals to make to the Committee. 
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OUR PROPOSALS 

vJe have always taken a humana attitude towards deserters and prisoners of war. 
The first group of these vrere allowed to go elsewhere in the countries of 
their choice. At present in the liberated areas we have six deserters and 
two prisoners. Many foreign journalists have seen and published accounts of 
them. We plan the following: 

-To set the deserters free and send them to countries of their chcice 
which may accept them; 

-We want to negotiate an exchange of prisoners of war with the Portuguese 
authorities. 
With regard to this matter, our first proposal is a request to the United 
Nations Organisation, collectively, or through its members to do two things: 

-To receive them in their countries and allow them to make a living there; 
-To pay for their transportation costs to any countries of their choice. 

As regards the prisoners of war, the United Nations could serve as an inter-
mediary in the exchange with Portugal. 

Our second proposal is for the creation of a SPECIAL lVIOZAMBIQUE DEVELOPiviENT 
AND AID Fill~D by the United Nations. Annex II explains t~e aims, uses and 
purposes of the .fund, Last year you saw our film about life in the liberated 
areas, and our programmes of national reconstruction. We feel that since our 
cause is fully understood and supported by the U~ited Nations Charter, the 
World Organisation can do much to put into operation this, our second proposal. 
In~eed, we believe that by so doing you would be putting into effect what is 
set forth in article 73, chapter XI of the United Nations Charter. 

POINTS OF EMPHASIS 

~'le TrlOuld like to emphasise five points by way of conclusion. 
l. South Africa's increasing·intervention in Portugal'"s colonial war: 

three military posts in Tete, a battalion and 25 military aircraft in Niassa, 
and elsewhere9 "advisers." The United Nations must take a firm stand against 
South Africa Is aggression in ri!ozambique 

2. The continuous violation of African States' sovereign territory by 
the Portuguese in particular, Tanzania, Zambia, Congo-Kinshasa, Congo-Brazza-
ville, Senegal, Guinea-Conakry. These are acts of international banditry 
that should be met by the full fOrce of international la:w. 
)". We vigorously protest and condemn the barbarous strategy of assassinating 
FRELIM01s leaders. 
4. We energetically condemn the NATO members for their conspiracy against 

AfriÜa's freedom and independence, 'particularly its intervention with money,· 
weapons and equipment in Portugal's colonial wars. 
5· We ·would like to také this opportunity to formally address an 

invita.tion to the distinguished members of the Committec of 24 to visit the 
liberated areas in Mozambique. Such a visit would be extremely valauble in 
planning for future concrete action by the United Nations with regard to 
fulfilling its duties on the question of colonisation in our country. 
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ANNEX I 

A REPORT BY A CANADIAN MISSION 
ON PORTUGUESE LEGAL SYSTEM 

A pamphlet with the above title written by Canadian MP's, A. Brewin and D. 
MacDonald has been published by the Canadi~n Committee for Amnesty in 
Portugal, whose chairman is Reverend G.V. Kimball (175 Queen St. West Toronto 
3, Ontario, Canada). 

Mark MacGuigan1 Chairman of the Canadian Civil Liberties Association, Pro7 
fessor of Law at Osgood La"'1 School, a leading Catholic layman and a member 
of the Liberal Party wrote the report that "the state of criminal justice 
in Portugal is nothing short of appallingo" He listed seven reasons:-
1. Portugal has a system of special political courts and there is a 

special section of its supreme oourt for appeals from those courts. 
2 •. Citizens may be and frequently are, arrested and held in prison for 

up to six months without arrangements, charges or the right to counsel. 
3. The political police use torture to extract confessions from citizens 

awai ting trial. 
4· Prison conditions are deplorable. Portugal is the only country in 

Western Europe that does not permit the Red Cross to inspect its jails. 
5. The right to counsel is inadequatej it may be denied altogether for 

six months and even when it is allowed the political police must be present. 
Lawyers themselves are often arrested. 

6. Trials are a gross affair. The accused may be denied the right to 
speak in his own defence. The prosecution does not have to bring in any live 
witnesses and may limit his evidence to documents; the defence may not 
challenge the validity of such documents. 

7• Prison sentences may be prolonged indefinitely under the "security 
measures" laws. Many are in jail, whose sentences expired years ago. 

"lt is only necessary to be a human being to realise the incredible injustice 
of the Portuguese legal system."Prof. MacGuigan concluded, "The regime in 
Portugal is an appalling one1 and one against which we must make our protest 
heard to the sky." 

ANNEX II 

PROPOSALS FOR ESTABLISIIMENT OF 
A SFECIAL MOZAl!BIQ~ DE~-~-OPMENT 

AND AID FUND 

Having many countries on the Committees and in the General Assembly voting 
in favour of self-determination and independence of the countries under 
Portuguese domination, we think that with the creation of a Mozambique 
Development and Aid Fund, the Uni ted Nat ions \Wuld be assisting in a concrete 
and principled way the liberation of the people of Mozambique from the Portu-
guese colonial yoke. If·such a fund cannot be established in the name of the 
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United Nations7 we would appreciate it if this Committee could endorse it and 
make a strong nppeal to the ~ember states of the U.N. to contribute to it. 

Purpo~__Q,f.J..~EL Fund. 

The purpose of the fund vlill be to assist FRELHm wi th all aspect s of the 
programmes for national reconstruction and development in the liberated 
areas of Mozambique. These programmes can roughly be divided into three 
headings: --
a) Agricultu~e; Cottage Industry and Commercej 
b ) Public Health; 
c) Education .• 

a) Agricultu~Cottage Indust~y~~Com~~~~ · 

The most urgent requirements of peasants in the liberated areas are for basic 
agricultural implements such as pangas and hoes. When the Portuguese adminis-
tration \vas forced to abandon the North, they also withdrew all commercial 
services wi th the resul t that all goods usually supplied by tradet"s became 
unobtainable. FRELll-10 has had to take over the responsibility of ensuring that 
essential supplies reach the population. 

A more complex problem is that the whole pattern of agriculture had to be 
reorganised. Under the Portuguese, agriculture was organised on a typically 
colonial pattern; compulsory cultivation of cash crops where the people 
worked their own land, forced labour on the large estates, both designed to 
yield the highest possible profits for the Portuguese. ln the liberated areas, 
FRELlMO has put an end to these practices and is now trying to organise agri-
culture for the maximum benefit of the people. Land has been redistributed, 
co-operatives formed and where possible technical advice is given. To make 
this programme m ~re effective, we need facilities to train personnel in the 
management. of· cooperatives and in agricul tural methods. ln arder to introduc e 
improved m~thods we need some funds to answer special needs, such as extra 
seeds, improved seeds1 insecticides1 etc. 

The withd~awal of commercial services described in the previous section, has 
effected all sides of life in the liberated areas. Consume~ essentials such 
as soap1 salt1 sugar, oil, textiles9 etc. have to be provided b~ FRELHm. 
At present most of these goods have to be irnported1 with the proceeds 
gained by selling a small s'..lrplus of agricultural goods. 1t is FRELlMO' s 
policy1 hov1ever,. to provide for the local production of such products as sal t , 
oil, clothing and shoes ., Already ~ some agricul tural and household implement s 
are made locally, but these activities have to .be greatly expanded and new 
techniques introduced,. ln par·ticular, the manufacture of soap, the processing 
and weaving of cotton and the production of rope should be introduced, the 
manufacture of clothing and leather goods established. For such programrnes 
we need equipment: small movable plants for the manufacture of oil and soap, 
sewing machines? tools for wood and leather working. We also need funds and 
trained personnel to provide training programmes. Two types of training 
programmes are called for: technical training in specific skills; skills 
required for the production of articles by cottage industry and also those 
required for the maintenance and repair of any specialised equipment used 
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in the l~ berated zones. These program~s vm~e se-wingan.d-d.ressmak.ing.,. 
shoe-making, carp.errt~k1...---met.a]_w.rk, the pro-c-e-ss..i.n.g-of--o-otton, 
lveaving, · rope--making1 liratch repairing: radio rep.ai.ring1 commercial courses 
to provide personnel to manage and co-ordinate the production and trade . 
~.çtivitiesA The9e would include bookkeeping and the management of -cottage ~ . 

industries .. FRELlMO ha s already been studying some of the natural resources 
of the liberated areas, in particular, hªrdwoods, rubber, tobacco and cotton. 
However9 technical advice and training is needed to develop and expand this 
work; so finance and equipment will be needed in arder to exploit such · 
resources. 

The artvm:r:-k of the people of !1Iozambique is well known internationally; iron 
and sil ver vlürk, weaving and especially the hardwood sculptures of the 
Makonde. These works could prove an irnportant source of foreign exchange,. 
but FRELHIO needs means and traine.d personnel in arder to build an efficient 
organisation for marketing these goods and ensuring fair prof.its for the 
people who produce thern. 

b) Public Health. 

ln the field of public health, as in commerce1 the Portuguese withd~ew all 
their services, leaving a total vacuum which FRELlMO had to fill. FRELlMO has 
organised a health service which provides a number of rural health centresn 
These are closely linked with each other so that cases can be transferredf 
when necessary 1 from a centre wi th very rudimentary equipment to one \vi th 
better facilities. There is a training programme attached to the Mozambique 
lnstitute which provides personnel to run these services, However1 these 
activities are severely limited by lack of funds and equipment •. More centres 
are needed, existing centres need more equipment and more and better drugs9 
the training programmes need to be greatly expanded, bo,th in the number of 
people trained, as in the breadth and scope of their training~ To do this 
staff and finance are urgently called for. 

The FRELH10 Health Service in the liberated areas has _given a great _deal. of 
attention to preventive medicine: vaccination campaigns are in progress now 
and efforts are made to spread instruction about general matters of hygiene. 
Here again~ lack of the necessary vaccines, or the fu1:1ds with which to buy . 
them limits the effectiveness of this work. Vaccination campaigns already 
<>arried out have sholim that-

1 
through the highly developed organisation of the 

partyp maximum co-operation can be expected from the population. The only 
obstacle to achieve universal vaccination is the scarcity of vaccines. Thus, 
in this field as well, outside help could considerably expand the scope of 
our ·work. 

c) Education 

ln all the previous sections t~~ need for more training facilities has been 
stressed. Under the Portuguese, the edueation of the African populations 
was almost completely denied ·and the result of this is· that ali· ·d·evelopment 
programmes are hampered by a desperate shortage of personnel vli th even the 
most basic educational qualifications. To overcome this, the primary schools 
which FRELH10 has opened in the li berated areas must be improved and expanded 
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in order to provide the personnel of tomorrow. To meet our needs now, however, 
extensive literacy campaigns among the adult population are called for. The 
following is an indication of the kind of basic essentials constantly lacking: 
blackboards, paper, pencils, textbooks, etc. Besides all this, the pupils and 
staff of our schools are self-supporting, but what they cannot produce them-
selves they have to be provided with. 

Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, you have been hearing us for a long 
time now. What we have tried to do is ~~ present, in our opinion, those 
proposals which we think are practicable and if adopted they would go a long 
way to help consolidate our liberated areas and by doing so the U.N. would 
be helping the people of Mozambique in their struggle for national independence. 
The best way to help a fighting people to achieve independence is by giving 
them m~terial assistance with which to permit them to carry on the struggle 
to final victory. While we appeal to the conscience of the peace and freedom-
loving people of the world to make their contribution in the best way 
possible, we want to make it abundantly olear that history has decided the 
course and fate of our struggle, Mozambique will be free. 
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.T E ISI T CA 

"AllOw us in your presence to act as interpreter of all those who suffer · 
unjustly, who are unworthily exploited, outrageously made game of in body and 
soul, debased by a degrading work systematically willed, organised and imposed 
.. m them." So spoke Pope Paul VI on lO June 1969 at the fiftieth anniversary 
session of the International Labour Organisation. There have been many similar 
pronouncements over the past few months -about social injustice and suffering 
in the world. At the end of July he will pay a visit to Africa - a continent 
which has seen more than i t s share cf misery and exploi tation, and vThere 
millions of people are still suffering, in some cases apparently with the 
concurrence of the Roman Catholic church .. It seems rather ironia that only a 
day later, at the sarne ILO conference1 a special committee should have presented 
a report indicating without doubt that there i~ still forced labour in the 
Portug~ese colonies. And Portugal is a countr~~ich the Vatican has particular-
ly close ties. 

The Pope sends Christmas messages about "those who hunger and thirst for 
justice 1 for those who suffer in pain and poverty" 1vishing that "peace and 
concord may be born again among men who are still engaged in unending conflict;" 
he speaks wi th regret at Easter about the conflicts in Africa, the Middle East 
and Vietnam v1hich are descri bed as "three atrociC'us wounds bleeding in the 
body of mankind;" he tells pilgrims that the Church is "suffering from authori-
tarian regimes in many countriesc" And yet he awards the Great Cross ~f St. 
Sylvester to Commander Silva Pais, the Head of PIDE, the Portuguese Gestapo; 
hands the papal decoration, the order of St. Gregorio to Colonel Soares de 
Moura, commander of Monte Real's air base and, by a personal visit with gifts 
for Salazar and the President of the Republic, he sanctions one of the most 
notorious fascist dictatorships in the world Q There appears to be slight 
inconsistency. 

The close relationship between ·the Rowan Catholic Church and the Portuguese 
Government has existed for a long time .. It vTas during the struggles and ideo-
logical confusion in Portugal at the beginning f"'f the century that the "Ul tra" 
group, representing the privileged classes, was able to lay the groundwork for 
the fascist coup· (\f 1927 o These were th..e royalist s and tradi t ional Catholics, 
who vTanted. to maintain the old alliance of Church and State. They formed · 
organisations such as the student group in Coimbra "Centro Academico de Demo-
cracia Cristã~' where Oliveira Salazar gained his first poli ti cal experience. 
ln addi tion, the reactionary "Integralismo Lusitano" movement, through i ts 
magazine "Nacao Portuguesa" provided Salazar not only with an adequate political 
indoctrination but also with many of his closest collaborators. The ideology 
and political programme of the "ultras'; in whose midst Salazar was to become 
a prominent figure, was largely based on the tkxts of the Rerum Novarum and 
the Quadr.agesimo Anno, the encyclical letters of Popes Leo XIII and Pius XI. 
Leo XIII's horror of communism supplied Salazar with his best propaganda 
weapon to fight democracy, such.that he could justify the brutal suppression 
of the most elementary human rightso His position was further enhancad by the 
influence of "Our Lady at Fatima"(a vision said to have appeared to three 
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shepherds). Although today offi-cially agreed that the reported "message" of 
Fatima was the need for penance, it was cleverly manipulated to have far more 
political significance: for example, to stress the urgency of prayer for the 
conversion of the u.s.s.R, and its return to the Christian fold. Even today, 
the cult of Fatima i s still closely associated with the ideas and emotions of 
extreme right wing poli tios. ln 1967 members of an organisation originat ing 
in the U .s .A. called the "Blue Army", vlhich under the inspiration of Fatima 
has committed itself to a permanent crusade against socialism and the liberátion 
movements, visited Portugal to pray for peace at Fatima. From there, the group ·· 
led by Dom Joao Venancio1 Bishop of Leiria in Portugal, went to Saigon, where 
they offered an image of Our Lady to Saigon Cathedral! 

The spiritua l power that Salazar has been able to derive from the Fatima cult 
for his political propaganda has established in Portugal close unity between 
the sphere of the divine and that of earth ly power. 

ln the early sixties certain liberalising tendencies were observed in the 
Catholic Church with Pope John XXIII's encyclical letters Mater et Magistra 
(1961) and Pacem in Terris(l963)t which outlined a policy of "aggiornamento," 
or the integration of the church into modern times, which was to inspire the 
Vatican Council II~ Howeveri the Vatican seems to have turned  a blind eye to 
the fact that these texts have been expurgated in their Portuguesa version, 
oommentaries on the encyclical "Pacem in Terris" have been banned in the press. 
Many Catholics in Portugal still count on the support of the church hierarchy 
and endorse the Government's repressive measuresn 

The Cardinal of Lisbon, Dr. G~ Cerejeira, is a longstanding friend of Salazar. 
His silencé· in the face of hundreds of poli ti cal prisoners held under barbarous 
conditions, the use of brutal torture, assassirtations by PIDE, and the horrors 
of the colonial wars is therefore quite understandaQ~e. The Roman Catholic 
hie r archy in Portugal is still ãil-powerfui. ln 1961, for example, an Angolan 
priest, Father Manuel das Neves, 1-lâs arrested for supporting .MPLA, sent to 
prisonv and l ater confined to a Jesuit Seminary8 For similar reasons, at the 
time of the Pope's visit to Portugal in June .1967, seven priests were confined 
by the church to r eligious institutions. ln 1965 a hundred distinguished 
Catholics issued a manifesto accusing Salazar of using the name of Christ to 
cloak its totalitarian policies, which were it said, "a scandal for which the 
Portuguese Catholics >vill have to answer one day." More recently, in November 
1968, it vias announced that a priest in Portugal had dared to preach a sermon 
on the need for reform v1i th7..n the Catholic Church. ln response, the full weight 
of church authori ty carne crashing dovm and he was suspended by the Cardinal 
Patriarch of Lisbon 11a divinis" i~ e . although remaining a priest he is no longer 
all0wed to perform any priestly functions. He had accused the Catholic hierarohy 
in Portugal r,f ignoring the teachings of the Vatican Council II and had made 
reference to the "co1lusion between the church and the Salazarist Government." 
Refusing to retract his statements, the p~iest stated that this act had three 
precious advantages: first1 it unmasked the paternalistic myth of the Catho1ic 
church; second, it cal1ed attention to the fact that the methods of the 
Inquisition continued 1atent in the church; third1 that the counter-reforms 
contin~Edand had experienced on1y a brief pause with Pope John XXIII. He added 
that hopes created in peop1e of good will by the texts of Vatican II had"the 
taste of deception." And it was in the ful1 know1edge of a11 these facts that 
the Pape visited Portugal in May, 1967. 
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It is impossible to accept ~hat the politicai and religious spheres can be 
kept completely separate. It is hypocrisy to tell a new Af rican ambassador to 
the Vatican "we deplore the fact that, despi te many .efforts, the precarious 
living conditi,ens of s0 many urban and rural populations in Africa impose on 
them limi tations contrary to their development and their digni ty" vlhen in 
IIIozambique 1 Angola and Guinea-Bissau i t is the Portuguese who impose these 
conditions, who suppress every bit of human dignity-with the support of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

One of the basic tenets of Portuguese colonial theory is that when the 
"indigenous population" become civilised1 they will become Portuguese citizens, 
just like those in the Metr'opolis, they will become "assimilados." As the 
Portuguese consider the Roman ·catholic faith an essential part of their culture, 
the first step in this assimilation process must be conversion1 although this 
is not stipulated as being one of the official conditions. The five official 
requirements all come down to one basic essential - a European education. And 
education for the Africans, or rather the lack of it, is intimately linked with 
the ohurch. For a Concordat signed in May 1940 made the Roman Catholic Church 
responsi ble for the. educa~·ion of the "indigenous population" in a co'untry of 
about 7 million people where in 1959 there were only 210)000 Catholics and, 
5001000 -11000,000 Muslims. The first stage of educati6n for an African child 
is a three-year course of "adaptive instruction" consisj:ing mainly of Portu-
guese and religious education, and also often a great deal of vrork on the 
mission lands. The level of instruction in these schools is such that in 1961 
only 1.5 per cent were able to pass the examination that would give them access 
to primary school. ln 1963 less than one fifth of the children in primary 
schoól were African, although Africans constitute 97.5 per cent of the popula-
.tion. And the percentages of African students is muoh less than this for 
secondary and higher education. So the Roman Catholic Church is not only closely 
identified with the Portuguese government at home, but also with its policies 
in the colonies. 

The myth of the Portuguese "civilising mission" in the colonies has ah1ays 
provided a convenient·cloak for its more immediate aims of the simple search 
for profit. And nowhere has this been outlined more clearly than in a treatise 
entitled ·"Colonis:i,.ng Traditions, Principies and Methods of the Portuguese1' "by 
the man who recently succeded Salazar, Professor Marcelo Caetano. He states 
that"the form which·the Portuguese interest in the native, assumed was the 
concern of ~ringifig ~o him the message of the Gospel so as to lift him out of 
.the darkness of paganism and save his soul." He then adds, "simul taneously, 
the Portu;~ese saw the necessity of taking advantage of the unused riches of 
thge,~orlds ••• " M:ore successfully than most colonial powers, the Portuguese have 
proved extremely adept at making virtue out of what is profitable. And Portugal's 
"virtue" has always been tied very closely with the Catholic Church enabling 
her to reap poli tica.'l as well as moral advantages. Caetano explains that: "the 
religious reformation also led to the dissolution of the Empiro since the 
countries which left the Roman communion failed to respect the Pontifical 
Bulls which, in exchange for missionary work, committed to Portugal the newly 
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discovered lands, and gave her exclusive sovereingty." The politicai manipu-
l ation of religion in Portugal as illus1irated earlier, -led to corresponding 
developments in the ·colonies. 'rhough stil1 retaining the basic image of "mission 
and Holy Crusade" the content of Portuguese Catholic religious r ationa l e has 
been slightly modernised to fit into the context of the cold war, the"battle 
of the free world" against Communist and Islamic expansion. Mosignor Custodio 
Alvim Pe r eira, Archbishop of Lourenco Marques illustrates this very clearly 
in a speech justifying the expulsion of a number of African students from his 
seminary: "ln almost every case contemporary African independence movements 
carr y the  mark of communism and revolt ••• the doctrine of the Church concerning 
atheist and revolutionary communism is olear. The true revolution is that of 
the Gospel. The slogan of "Africa for the Africans" is a philosophical lie in 
·defiance cf Christian civilisation and the events of today prove that it i s 
communism and Isiam w~o . are see~ing i n this vlay to impose their civilisations .. " 

When the Pope vis i t s Africa next month he will se e countries v1here the African 
peoples are free and independent, a r e running their own affairs in their own 
intérest. Perhaps when he sees these things, he might realise that one  cannot 
pray for "internal order inside nations" when some nations are not even allowed 
to exist, but a r e brutally suppressed by foreigners. One cannot t alk about the 
eradication of injustice , pain and  poverty in the sarne breath as "peace- and 
concord ••• among men" when the  only way to eradicate these  evils is by violence. 

The ·church of which the Pope is the supre me head ha s weighty r esponsibilitie s 
in the fight agains t social injustice , exploit ation, and racism. It is there-
fore to be hoped that when he visits free Africa he will be conscious of the 
necessity to take a strong stand against the root causes of these evils on this 
continent  -Portuguese colànialism and its allies in the Soúth. 

. . 
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:~ 1 "-r· studied at the mission , but we vleren' t well t aught. ln the first ·~ 

{! place, they t aught u s onl y what they wanted us to learn -the cate- ~ 
.. 1 chiam; they didn't want us to learn other things . Thenevery ,morning 1-
:~I . ç:_; 
·'I ;-;e had to work on the mission l and. They said our f athers didn't r.· 
:;: pay for our food or our schoOl things•· The mission also received !~ 
:f 1 money from the government, and our. families paid them fees. After f{ 
;ff 1958 our parents even had to buy the hoes with which we cultivated ~~ 
:;. ~· the mission land." ~: 

.t-;· t• 
h; GABRIEL MAURICIO NANTir!IBO, ~ 
i_: FRELIMO guerrilla, ~Í 

1: forme r pupil of IMBUHO Mission School. ::.1 ,. ·-· 
;.1 . . . tê 
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. FAELIMO 

MOZAMBIQUE LIBERA+IOW.··fRONT 

CABO DELGADO PROVINCE 

No. 143 

Fol1owing the defection of the traitor Lazaro Kavandame the Portucuese put 
out widespread propaganda to the effect that this would constitute a great 
blow to the activities of the FRELIMO freedom fighters in CABO DELGADO 
Province; that their morale would be shattered, their will to fight broken. 

But this was roere wishful thinking, and nothing could be farther from the 
truth. For this treacherous act, this betrayal of our people, served on1y to 
strengthen our determination to fight on even harder. 

This determination has shown outstanding results, as is proved by the most 
recent reports of our military operations in CABO DELGADO. During the period 
3 April-8 May alone 17 vehicles were put out of action, 34 enemy soldiers 
were wounded, and more than 70 enemy were killed. ln addition, a post was 
completely wiped out, and a total of 214 weapons and 490 non-military items 
_were captured. 

MINING OPERATIONS: 

-On the 3rd Apri1 1969 a 1orry travelling along the road from COUVEQUE to 
MACOMIA hit our mines and was destroyed. Nine enemy so1diers were kil~ed and 
4 wounded. 

-On 15 Apri1 1969 three lorries travelling from MUIDUMEE to NANGOLOLO hit 
our mines, putting 19 enemy soldiers out of action. 

-Two lorries were destroyed when they hit mines between NAMAELE and MACOMIA, 
on 24th April. 

-Four lorries al1 1oaded with soldiers left MITEDA on 4 May heading for 
MUEDA. Two were destroyed and 16 enemy put out of action. The rest retreated 
and he1icopters were called in to collect the dead and wounded. 

-Our guerrillas attacked a convoy on 8 April 1969, destroying 2 lorries and 
killing most of t4~ soldiers in them. 

-Towards the end of April a Portuguese uni"t set out to attack the local 
people in the zone .,of .. N~NGOLOLO. They were located by our forces and attacked 
in the village 6f-IRENEU. The enemy fled, leaving behind many dead and wounded. 
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-Fi ve 1orriGs wcr c ambushed on the  5t h of May on the road from MACO!'.UA to 
CHAI. Three were damagcd7 11 enemy ki11e d  and many others wounded. 

-Two days  1ate r  a convoy  of  6  vehic1es was ambushed between  MUEDA and SAGAL~ 
Two v1ere dam<3.ge.d and 8 Portu.güê se?J.1i:d~·--·· · -· ~-- - · 1 .('r'fY~; · 

-On the sarne road~ a unit wa s  attacked while on a march, -~on ' 8~ .May o 23 of 
them we r e ki11 e~ o 

-A1so on 8 M.ay~ t r oops from the  post of NANGADE went out on a mission, and 
arrested 18 7i lJ. e.gec-s ~ \rJhen  ou r fighters were informed, they ambushed the 
enemy, ki11int; 9 of ·c hom ~ and wer e ·a"b"ie to free 14 of the prisoners. 

ATTACK AGAINS'I' THE POST O:B, MARERE: 

On 26 Apri1 the post of MAP.ERE v-1as attacked and complete1y wiped out. The 
fo11owing  artic les were capt u r ed: 

9  machi ne-guns G  3 
3 Germa n sub machi n e-guns 
43 Ge r man  rifles ( il~ause r) 

2 B~it i sh rif les (7.7) 
5 French  automati c  pi sto1s 
2 doubl e-barreJ.led Ehotguns 
15 boxes of a mwun ition 
25 magaz i nes for G-3 machine-guns 
150 defensi va  grenades 
238 rolls ~f clot h 
55 shirt s 
J2 pairs  of  trousers 
2 mi1it a r y  r a i ncoats 
25 pa irs of boots 
2 coa t s 
1  radi o transmi tter · -_...,. • · -·-- · · ·-· ~- ~ __ ...,. ~-.~--
2 r ecor d  pJ.ayers 
3  r adias 
120 plates 
10 c1ot hes irons 

3rd June , 1969 

Noo 144 

·TETE PROVINCE 

Our s trugg1e  f or 1ibe r ation is being intensified in TETE 
Provinc e . ~uring the period  between the 2nd of April to the 
9t h of May 7 19699 FRELil'tiO fighters i n adion in that 
province attac.ced 3 müitary p osts, i n DEMICIANO, CHINTUKULA 
and CHIUTA~ ambushed 3 enemy cqnvoys , de stroye~ 5 vehicles, 
and destroyed 3 more 1orrie s in mining  actions. As a  resu1t 
of these  operations, mor e  than 100 Portuguesa soldiers we r e 
put  out of  a ctiono 
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2nd of April, 1969: An ambush Has organised by our forces on the CHIUTA-BENE 
Road, in the zone of Chief BANGUE: 2 lorries were destroyed; 15 enemies were 
killed. 

lO~h April,l969: A guerrilla unit" advanced towards the enerny post of DEMICIANO. 
The post was attacked at 9 p .mo 'I'he barracks and the canteen were destroyed. 
Many enemy soldiers v1ere put out of action. As a resul t of this attack, the 
enemy was forced to abandon the posto 

10th April~ A FRELIMO sabotage unit rnined the road linking the posts of 
MALEWERA and DEMICIANO .. On tho llth, three lorries left MALEWERA loaded with 
Portuguese soldiers , to reoccupy the post of DEMICIANO which had been attacked 
by our forces the day before, The front lorry hit the mines and was blown up, 
kÍlling 12 enemies. The other lorries returned to MALEWERA and gave up their 
missiono 

12th April, 1969.: A FRELIMO platoon ambushed an enemy convoy on the road 
between CHALIMBANA and TINGUE, The result of the ambush was 3 vehicles 
destroyed and a 4th damaged, 26 of the enemy -v;ere put out of action. 

15th April,l2§2:The enemy used to launch massacre operations1 steal the 
livestock of the populations in the a rea of Chie f MBHANDE, in CHIUTA. Our 
guerrillas decided to punish the enemy and put an end to these actions. Our 
attack against their post took place on the 15th of April. The post was partly 
destroyed1 and many enemies v<ere ~dlled or vroundE.d. 

22nd April, 1962• Our fighte:cs mined the road beh;een M.ALEWERA and KASSUENDE, 
in the zone of Chief CHHIUALA ~ On the 23rd of April1 an enemy convoy going 
to\-vards MALEWERA fell on the mines: 2 lorries vmre blown up 2 lO Portuguese 
soldiers \·Tere killed and many others were r111ounded. 

22nd April: ln an ambush ln the region between BANmiE and BENE, 9 enemies 
were killed. 

9th of May, 1969: -A large concentr ation of FRELIMO guerrillas, composed of 
infantry and artillery forces, attacked the post of CHINTUKULA. The attack 
lasted 15 minutes1 and resulted in the destruction of 6 lorries and the 
death of about 20 Portuguese sol dier-so 

13th June, 1969. 

No. 145 

NIASSA PROVINCE 

In NIASSA, the strategic enem;y- post of OLIVEIRA was attacked by our artillery 
and infantry forces, on the 27th March ~ The post was partially destroyed, 
and many Portuguese soldiers v1ho formed the garrison of that post 'ílere wiped 
out. 

Our struggle is developing i n the neighbourhood of the capital of this 
province, VILA CABRAL. A  l a rge number of ambushes were launched by our 
fighters on the roads linking VILA CABRAL to other posts, particularly the 
road between VILA CABRAL and. MANDALAlrJE. As a resul t of these actions, VILA 
CABRAL is virtually isolat.ed and experiencing great difficulties in obtaining ... ; 
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1.-cs supplies. Ho-vrever, the enemy has reinforced in the area of LAKE NIASSA
7 where it has increased the number of its warships to 12. 

In CABO DELGADO the enemy is desperately trying to regain control of the main 
road linkb.g JVIUEDA to SAGAL. However, the freq:uency and intensity of .our 
ambushes and mjning actions make this impossible. 

During the month of JVIay, FRELIJVIO guerrillas launched major oper~tions in the 
zones of SAGAL1 MUEDA1 DIACA, JVIACOMIA, CHAI, JVIITEDA and NANGOLOLO, watching 
the enemy and attacking them constantly \'l"henever they dare leave their 
posts. For example, on the 10th of JVIay, a large Portuguese company left the 
post of SAGAL, marching towards IMBUHO. They -v1ere ambushed by FRELIJVIO guerril-
las. in LIPANYANGULE. Inspite of the casualties they suffered(4 dead and 5 
\vounded), the Portuguese continued their march. Near IMBUHO, they hi t our 
miries, and 3 more were killed and some wounded. They then decided to organise 
an ambush on the pathway leading from CHILUMU to the small lake of RUMBA. 
For 2 days they waited in ambush in vain; so

1 
they decided to return to SAGAL~ 

On the 12th of May, on their way back, they were again ambushed and suffered 
7 more losses. Actions such as these take p lace daily. One of our most 
important recent attacks has been that against the strategic hamlet of NAMRUCIA? 
which resulted in the death of 9 Portuguese soldiers and the capture of the 
following material: 

3 rifles "JVIauserV calibre 7.92, numbers 77ll,7955 and 1265; 
- 1 rifle "Lienfield," calibre 7.7, No. 552; 
- 1 automatic pistol No. 281663; 
- 3 boxes of ammunition(for G-3 Mauser and FN) 
-Other materials, including r adios and unifiDrms; 

The total result of our operations in CABO DELGADO( May) and NIASSA --Southern 
Region( March- May), was 82 Portuguese soldiers killed,  6 military vehicles 
b1o-vm up9 a strategic hamlet assau1 ted and a post attacked and partial1y 
destroyed. 

1st July, 1969. 
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~E fJ1tL'1f 7E'R"'tJ'íe'lS7S 

, Ai<& . ~E etJ~tJ1t'l/IL'lS7S 

I was born in Seti, CABO DELGADO PROVINCE 23 years. ago. I come trom a family 
of poor peasants; there were 8 children. My name is Miguel Ambiosio Cunamashuvi. 
We were so poor that my father was exempted from paying tax. Only my eldest 
brother paid 115.0 escudos a year. He had to work on other peoples' land and 
give up what little he produced. This meant that at home we had to sell what 
little we produced to pay the tax. We worked with a hoe; the fields were very 
small and 1r1e were paid very li ttle for what we sold. We had to sell a great 
deal to have the money to pay the tax. We sold to traders. vJe sold them 
peanuts at 1.0 escudo per kg. but they soUl them at 5 .o escudos a kg. 
My father was wounded and arrested in 1960 at the massacre of Mueda. He was 
in prison at Porto Amelia for two yea.rs, from June, 1960, to September, 1962. 
He·had not been tried or sentenced but just imprisoned and like that he 
stayed in prison for two years. 

I have·fought in ZAMBEZIA and· NIASJA far from·my own region·and my own tribee 
I have fought in the region of the Chuabos and the 1omues.  I need·to say that; 
because the Portucuese lie and say that we are not united. The Chuabos, the 
Nyanjas and the Lo.nues · recei ved me even more warmly than if I had been from 
their own region. ln Western ·Niassa, for example, I carne across Comrade 
Panguene and although he is from the South, you couldn't distinguish him from 
the people of the region; he was like a son of the region. The people'under-
stand that .we· ·are· all Mozambicans, e qual sons of the s arne cou·ntry. Tlié p·e opl:e 
are united and help us. Otherwise, for instance we couldn't go iilto ei!ie'iny' · 
areas; it is the people who give us ali our information aboút their rhovements; · 
their strength and their position. Also when we start ·working in an area· 
where ~e have no·food because we have not yet had·the"opportunity to grow any, 
the people supply us and feed us. We also help the people. Until "mi l i tias ·have .· 
been formed'in a region we protect the people in their fields against·thê · 
action and reprisals of the colonialists; we or~anise ·néw 'víllages when w.e 
have to evacuate the people from a zo:ne because of the war; we prote'ct them 
against the enemy. 

ívh~·n the Portuguese take ·a village by surprise they kill the people 1 they 
hang them and massacre them. I saw this for instance in May 1965 at Cunua, · 
Taouane Region. The people were harvesting when the soldiers surprised·them. 
Then they fired on the people anda woman was wounded in.the ·right thigh. We 
treated her and then went to look for other casu~lties. We found the body 
of a ohild aged 5 o r 6 7 they had cut his head off wi th a knife. We bu'ried th~ 
chil:d. 

We have neve r done that. We ~ave never thought of murdering Portuguesa. ci vi-.. 
lians; we don' t t 'erro:tise the Portuguese ci vilian population. because we knb~. · 

who we are fighting and why. For that reason we have ,nE;3:ver :Planned .. an attaok 
agains~. Portuguese civilians. If we wanted to we 9ouid;· the civilians live 
near us, we have every opportunity, but our object'ive, our target is.the a.rmy, 
the police, _.the administration. · 
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Our programme, our standing orders state clearly that we must not attack any 
civilian, only those people 1vho are wi th the .~rm;z_; __ t~~t~_a_c29.m-eanyi_!lg_ _?-E~--- ···· . 

assisting it. The only terrorists in Mozambique are the colonialista. We will 
go on fighting to wipe out t errorism for good in our land; we shall liberate 
the whole of our country as we have already liberated a part from the terro-
rism created by the colonialists and imperialista. 

·MASSACRE I·N MUEDA 

" I have seen how the people suffer. I saw how the colonialista massacred the 
people at Mueda. That was \vhen I lost my uncle. Our people were unarmed when 
they began to shoot. To defend ourselves, we picked up sticks and stones. We 
had gane to ask for f:r;eedom, for elections." 

••• Teresinha Mblale, soldier in women's 
detachment. 

The people of Mueda could no longer tolerate the exploitation and oppression 
from the Portuguesa. They were forced to work:in the sisal plantations for 
a mere pittance out of which they could not make a livi~g. They had no 
schools for their children. They were forced to cultivate cotton instead of 
food crops for themselves. The little foodstuffs they had were often stolen by 
Portuguese soldiers. More ove r, they were tire<i-·õr-·t-e·ing ~f'lfed.'" 'by- :f""o-rergrrers-. · · 
They were never allowed to participate. in the a.dministration; they were never 
consult~d. They felt the time had come for the~ to run their own affairs • . 
So they sent. a delegation, comp~sed of comrades FAUSTINO VANOMBAt KIBIRITI 
DIWANI and MODESTA YUSUF to the administrator of Mueda. In reply to the 
people's grievances, the administrator and the governar of CABO DELGADO invited 
the people to meet at the Mueda administrative headquarters on the 16th June, 
1960. 

By 3 p.m., hundreds of people had assembled at the administrative post. The 
gove.rnor spoke to thein, trying to convince them why they should not demand 
independence. He repeated_ the old themes of the benefits of the Portuguese 
so-called "civilising mission;" that once they reached the required level of 
development, they would have the honour of becoming Portuguese ci tizens et,c. 
But his words were soon drowned by cries of "we want independencel" When it 
became obvious that the people would have nothing of thi·s, he suddenly fired 
a pistol into the air and a Portuguese platoon which had been hiding somewhere 

: _ opened fire with machine-guns and grenades. The attack ·lasted for 
ten minutes in the coursei of which more than 500 Mozambicans were killed. 
They were completely unarmed, for they had gone there innocently, expectQng 
that the government of their country would be handed over to their ~wn - leaders. 
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The massacre of Mueda taught the Mozambican people a hard lesson. Those people 
who had ever held any illusions about the possibilities of obtaining indepen-
dence by peaceful means learned from the overv1helming force and brutal i ty at 
Mueda that an armed offensive was the only way out. This and other such acts 
of large-scale repression served as a catalyst to bring together the Mozambican 
people in concerted action against the Po-rtuguese. For the people also realised 
that isolated acts of opposition could never achieve any lasting resultso 
Only when they were united into one powerful force could they have the strength 
to stand up against the Portuguese army. And this they did through the 
creation of FRELU10. 

The successes achieved during the five years of the armed struggle have proved 
that our .comrades in Mueda did not die in vain. The Portugubse ooronialists· 
are paying the blood debt incurred in Mueda and elsewhere in Mozambique. The 
order of the day has been declared. Through the.armed struggle, the Mozambioan 
people will put an end to. the crimes oommitted by the Portuguese colonialistso 
We :will not lay down our arms 1)!'1til Mozambique is free. 
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THE . STRUGGLE lN GUINEA-BISSAU 
. _,~ .. ""'"' ,.. 'J ..... t "v;." .  - ) 

., ; . I .p 

lüth thê . growi'1g allia~ce of therf'orces of the N.Aa'O-Portugue,Se colla-
boration in the colonies, the co~o15eration of th~., Caetano, Vorst·e:P q.IJ,d .Smith 
regimes, i t is imperati ve that, the nationaf-·li b'éra:tiorr movement s cl-)se ranks 
against the common enemy. The.fighting peoples of the Portuguese colonies 
' :consti tu te one such front. Since the· establishment of the Conference of 
, Nationali,st O~ganisations. fro~ the Portuguese Colonies(CONCP) in 1963, solidarity 
among the peoples of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea~Bissau and Cape Verde Islands 
through their respective representative organisations, name1y, the MPLA, 
FRELHIO and the PAIGC has been growing steadily. 

Recently, the Secretary-General of PAIGC(African Party for the Independence of 
Guinea and Cabo Verde Isla~ds), Comrade Cabral, who is also currently President 
of the CONCP, paid a short visit to Tanzania and held extensive talks with the 
representatives of the other two moy~ments. 

One evening he addressed a meeting of the FRELIMO and MPLA militants, in vrhich 
he outlined the progress of the struggle in Guinea-Bissau. He illustrated his 
talks by showing two films on the struggle: one.made by British Granada Tele-
vision and the other by a Soviet team. 

The enemy's military activities are d aily aerial and naval bombardments, vain 
attempts to invade and reconquer certain liberated areas by combined land, air, 
and naval forces, and mopping up operations by helicopters, often supported by 
marines. Apart from the small conventional weapons, they are intensifying the 
use of fragmentation, napalm and phosphorous bombs. However, the  nationalist 
forces are fighting vigorously and successfully on three fronts and have already 
liberated two thirds of their country. Accurate shooting by anti-aircraft 
gunners has destroyed about 40 f>ercent of the Portuguese air power and forced 
them to discontinue the use of their slow B-261 Dornier D0-27 and P2V bombers 
in favour of jets·-Fiat 91 and Sabre. Systematic attacks with cannon and 
bazookas are carried out against Portuguese :fortified camps. One of the few 
means of transport left is by river, and th(',l-re are intensive attacks against 
boats carrying troops and merchandise. Commando operations against urban ... · 
centres, airports,· dock installations Éltc. are particularly significant as 
they greatly increase demorali.sation among the enemy and discredi t the colonia-
list troops in those areas. 

ln ~ne such attack, against an airb~se only 10 kms. from the centre of Bissau, 
the control tower, barracks, and planes were destroyed. Inreasing amount s of 
important war material are being captured1 most of it NATO issue: West German 
G-3's, Fall m~chine guns, American machine guns, Mauser rifles etc. 
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In April -May 1969 PAIGC forces carried out the following operations: 

-Attacks against camps and fortifications:78; 
Ambushes and assaults: 25; 
Military lorries destroyed: 12; 
Boats sunk or damaged: 7; 
Enemies put out of action, excluding the camp casualties: 97 
killed, among vlhom 4 officers and 2 sergeants and many woundedo 

The political situation shows a similar pictureo The Portuguese have lost 
their political control over most of the population and are confined, in this 
respect, to the urban areas plus the influence of a few traditional chiefs 
in areas where nationalist activity is not yet very advanced. They spread 
extensive political propaganda trying to discredit the nationalist leaders 
and split the loyaJ.ty of the people. They also try to manipulate the people 
with pious. words about the "Portuguese Nation" fighting "bandits from outside" 
and by giving a few "show-pi e c e " Africans high positions. But these activities 
are becoming as futile as their military operations. PAIGC has its own radio 
and newspaper "Libertacao" which not only neutralises enemy propaganda, but 
als0 informs the people of the party's political activitieo, on the progress 
of the struggle, the party's goals, Portuguese crimes, and information about 
African and world eventso There are special radio programmes for the Portuguese 
soldiers. The policy of utilising traditional puppet leaders is becoming less 
and less successful as they become increasingly isolated from the people and 
abandoned by them. Similarly with their policy of "window dressing" with 
Africans in· the administration which recently received a major blow -v;hen the 
Africari appointed General Secretary in the Government resigned and was replaced 
by a European. ln order to organise and raise the political consciousness of 
the people, and incre ase the effect i veness of the village commi ttees, PAIGC 
has undertaken an extensive programme of political education through its 
"Brigade for Poli ti cal 1/Jork" and i t  s "Conference of the Cadres." There have 
already been six conferences of politi~al cadres and party militants, which 
discussed all the important problems related to the p0litical life and the 
military·strugglei and took important decisions about the development of 
activities at every level~ 

ln addition to military and political acti7ities, great achievements have been 
realised in ~ocial reconstruction, particularly in the educational fieldo 
Before the wart there.were only 45 schools for Africans in the whole country 
as compared with 159 schools todayp built by the people themselves. 

The me~ical services also take priority here, through the use of curative and 
preventive medicine to upbring a new healthy nation of Guineans. 

Production is undertaken by raising the productive level and the use of better 
agricultural skills, geared to self-sufficiency and support for the war. 
Commercial activities ~re expanding daily, self-reliance is nct merely in 
theory but praotioe through concrete deeds of the people. All these activities 
bring Guinea-Bissau nearer to independence in their liberation struggle. 
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SOLIDARITY MESSAGES 

TO TANU'S XIV CONGRESS 

Comrades, 

It is with pleasure that, in the name of the fighting people of Mozambique, 
the Executive Committee of FRELIMO warmly greets the participants of the XIV 
Congress of TANU and, may this Revolutionary Assembly be one more victory for 
the militants of TANU and for the Tanzanian people as a whole, in their 
strüggle for the realisation of Socialism. 

On this occasion, the Executi ve Comrni ttee of FRELIMO congrat:ulates TANU and. 
its leaders, in part'icular, Comrade President Julius K. Nyerere, for the 
great successes achieved in the struggle for the consolidation of national 
independence, the establishment of socialism and the promotion of economia, 
social and cultural progress of the Tanzanian masses. These victories1 which 
are the practical expression of the principles and goals of the historie 
ARUSHA DECLARATION1 are not only victories for TANU and TANZANIA, but also 
for all of Africa, and they constitute a great encouragement for the revolu-
tionary forces of all countriesa 

Comrades, 

Your C.ongress is being held at  a time when the brutal assassination of our 
beloved President, Eduardo Chivambo Mondlane, leader of FRELIMO and the 
Mozambican people, is still profoundly real and painful to us. He fell, a 
victim of a criminal act of colonialist, imperialist and counter-revolutionar~ 
forces. It was under his direction that FRELIMO and the Mozambican people 
~btained great successes, politicar as well as military, against the Portu-
guese colonialists anr. world imperialism1 sucqesses vlhich afford us today, 
to exert control over one fifth of our national territory. 

It was upon their acknowledging that they could not defeat us in the battle-
field, that our enemies resorted to the use of international gangsterism, and 
decided to assassinate our Comrade Eduardo Mondlane, hoping that by this act 
they could stop our struggle~ 

But our people \'lere not discouraged. On the contrary, our people' s hatred 
against Portuguese colonialism and imperialism increased, and new energies 
carne into being to reinforce our determination to expelonce and.for all 
foreign domination and all other forms of oppression from our couritry .• 

Today, as yesterday, FRELIMO and the Mozambican people are firmly determined 
to carry on their armed revolutionary struggle until final victory for 
national liberafion. And we a r e sure that despite the f act that the Portuguese 
fascist, colonial government gets its support from its NATO allies, especially 
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the United States of America, West Germany, United Kingdom, France, Italy 
and Belgium, the victory will finally be ours·. Our people, united under 
FRELIMO v.;ill continue to put in practice the decisions of the Second Congress 
and of the Central Committee, with a viet" to extend the armed struggle 
throughout the country and guided by the basic principle of self-reliance, 
we will redouble our efforts to eliminate completely all forms of oppression 
as well as exploitation of man by man1 while building a free1 independent and 
peoples 1 J1Iozambique. 

ln fact, FRELIMO and the Mozambican people are aware that our struggle is 
increasingly becoming a struggle against the combined colonialist, imperialist, 
fascist and racist forces of Portugal, South Africa and Ian Smith, supported 
by the military1 economic and political power of the NATO allianc e . To prove 
this rea l i ty, i t suffices to point out that at this very moment when ..,.re are 
addressing your our forces are fighting not only the Port-:1guese army, but also 
the South African army. ln order to fight against our forces they have 
already established three military posts in Tete Province and in Niassa 
Province a battalion and 25 mi l i tary aircraft, noti-Ji thstanding the well 
equipped medical teams and the ar"!!ly of so-called "advisors." And so, our 
struggle is already within the context of the struggle for the defence of the 
interests of the masses of Southern Africa and, consequently, of Africa as a 
whole. 

Comrades, 

This present reality of our country resulting from the revolutionary develop-
ment of the struggle of our people against the Portuguese colonialis m and 
world imperialism1 for the achievement of freedorl\ defines the dimension of 
the fight before us, the historie, difficult and at the sarne time, grandiose 
task to be accomplished. We undertook this task1 within our own capacity, 
wi th courage t determination and enthusiasm, not only because vle consider i t 
our revolutionary duty, but also because we know it is shared by all of Africa, 
and more particularly, by you1 the people of Tanzania. We are indeed well 
a..,.rare that the great successes we have achieved so far were partly due to 
the solidarity sho..,.rn to us by TANU-AFRO-SHIRAZI and the people of Tanzania. 

This solidarity, on the one hand, demonstrated by concrete material and 
moral support to our struggle and, on the other hand by the firm and revolu-
tionary position taken in the face of attempts repea~edly perpetrated by the 
Portuguese colonialists against the sovereignty of Tanzania(which has already 
caused the loss of many Tanza.nian lives) i this solidarity constitutes, no 
doubt, one of the most important bases of the victory of our people in the 
course of the liberation struggle. For this reason we would like to reaffirm, 
before this Revolutionary Assembly of your XIV Congress, the deep feeling 
pf gratitude from our militants and people of Mozambique for the solidarity 
and sympathy always and constantly shown by TANU-AFRO-SHIRAZI and all of the 
Tanzanian people towards FRELIMO and the armed, revolutionary struggle we 
are successfully waging for national liberation. 
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Comrades, 

For us Mozambicans, your difficulties are our difficulties, your victories 
.are our victories. Therefore, we congr atulate ourselves for the realisation 
of t _his XIV Congress and vle are sure that i t will consti tu te a new and great 
success against the forces of colonialism and imperialism, and for the 
building of socia1is m for the well-being of the working masses of Tanzania. 

So, therefore5 we hail TANU, leader and r evolutionary guide of the people of 
TANZANIA. 

Long live the XIV Congress of TANU. 
Long live the Arusha Declaration. 
Long live the Revolutionary struggle of the Tanzanian people 
against colonialism, i :.1perialism for socialism. 
Long live the solidarity betwee n TANU and FRELIMO. 
Long live the friend Rhip between the people of Tanzania 
and the pe opl e of Mozambique. 

Dar Es Salaam, 
28th May? 1969. 

TO THE. REVOLUT!ONARY 

OF SOUTH V IETNAM 

Your Excellency ~ 
Dear Comrade7 

INDEPENDENCIA OU MORTE! 
VENCEREMOS! 

THE EXECUTIVE CO:MMITTEE. 

GOVERNMENT 

To His Excellency, 
HUYNH TAN PATH 
President of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government 
of the Republic of 
South Vietnam. 

In the name of the fighters and all the people of Mozambique, the Council of 
the Presidency of FRELIMO has the honour and joy to salute the formation of 
the new P.rovisiona l Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam. 

This decision taken by the Congress of the Representative s of the people of 
South Vietnam

9 
constitutes a natural stage in the  development of the 

revolutionary process for the liberation of the people of your country, 
emphasises the compl et e failure of the criminal military aggression of 
American imperialism and shows clearly that the people of South Vietnam are 
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actually and completely assuming their destiny i n their country. 

Moreover,' the formation of the Provisionai R·evolutionary Government of the 
Republic of South Vietnam a lso constitutes a new politica l and diplomatic 
victory for the South Vietnamese people -v;hich nullifies the crimina l manf)o-· 
vres of· the American imperialists and the administration of the puppet · 
THIEU-KY-HUONG, particularly at this time when the Paris Conference is t aking 
pJLace. 

Thus, the people of ·south Vietnam háve taken a nev1 step forward a l ong the 
difficult but glorious road to liberation o This fills us with joy and our 
fighters and all our people join with the fighters and all the South Viet-
namese people in celebrating tl:Íe formation of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Eovernment of South Vietnam. 

On this occasionu we wish to reaffirm ou:;' strong condemnation of the war of 
aggression perpetrated by American imperialism aGainst your people, and to 
state that we consider this aggression  as being aggression against ourselvesn 

It is thus quite natural that we should declare to you our complete support 
for the '11wel ve-point progràmme proclaimed by you:.· government, and to assure 
you of the active solidarity of our fighters and all our peopl e in arder to 
contribute to the complete victory of your just and revol:utionary struggle .. 

. ' 
Your Ex·cellency, 
Dear Comra~e, 

Engaged as we are in an armerl combat agains t Portuguese co.lonialism amd 
imperialism, your victories encourage and stimulate uso Hence the importance 
which we attach to the solidarity and friendship which link our peoples in 
this common struggle against colonialism and imperialism, to build the happi-
ness of our people in a -vwrld v1here the will of the peopl e will prevail. 

ln wishing you new and great S'.lCcesses in your revolutionary struggle against 
the American imperialist war of aggression; we send to your people, to the 
National Li be ration Front ~ to your government and to you personally 7 the 
fraternal salutations and deep friendship of our fighters and our people. 

Dar Es Salaam, 
22nd June1 l969o 

INDEPENpENCIA OU MORTE, 
VE~C~REMÓS ! 

The Council of· the Presidertcy of FRELIMO 
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TRIBUTES TO FRELIMO PRESIDENT 
During his recent visit to Tanzania, on the 12th June, 1969, Comrade 
Amílcar Cabral, General-Secretary of the African Party for the Indepen-
dence of Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands, paid homage to FRELIMO's 
late President Eduardo Chivambo Mondlane. When laying  a wreath inscribed 
with the words "To Eduardo Mondlane, President of FRELIMO -fighter for 
freedom and for Africa, fallen in the common struggle, the people of 
Guinea and Cape Verde express their gratitudet" on the President's 
grave, he stated that the death of Comrade Mondlane was felt deeply by 
the people of Guinea-::Sissau and Cape Verde I slands. " His death is a 
great loss for Mozambique and for the whole of Africa. We shall avenge 
his murder by intensifying our common struggle against Portuguese colo-
nialism. For us, Comrade Mondlane is not dead. His fighting spirit is 
always with us. As a poet of my country says: 'those who fall in the 
struggle for freedom remain alive i n our hearts"'. 

On the 27th of June, 1969, a delegation from the new government of the 
Democratic Republic of the Sudan, led by the Minister for Agriculture, 
Dr. Mohamed Abdallah Nur, head of the delegation, and comprising Mr. 
A bel Alie r, the Ministe'r of Supplies and Mr. Murtada Mohed Ibrahim, the 
Minister for Irrigation, also paid their respects at the graveside of 
President Mondlane • 

. o . lN WORLD EVENTS 

From the 15th to 18th May, 1969, the Exeoutive Committee of the Inte_r,na.:t .. t.9.!l...§:l 
Organisation of Journalists(I.O.J.), met at ::Salaton in Hungary. As members of 
the Execütive-committeê,-FRELIMO's journalists sent a representative. This 
was Comrade Jorge Rebelo. In the oourse of the disoussions, eaoh delegation 
frow. oountries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Europe, spoke on the 
situation in their countries. Comrade Rebelo outlined the progress of the 
struggle in Mozambique and stressed the need for more political and material 
support from the I.O.J. to the liberation movements, especially in Africa. 
He also emphasised the responsibilities of the democratic journalists in 
spreading information about the liberation struggles, giving their public 
accurate reports, in arder to counter the colonialist and imperialist 
propaganda. 
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The World Congre ?.2_~~ Wnm~; convened by: the  Women1 s International Democratic 
Feder ation in cooper ation with the Democratic League of Finnish Women was held 
in Helsinki1 Finland during 14-17 Junee Comrades Janet Mondlane and Josina 
Mache l composed the FHELIMO de l egation. Ninety-·six countries were represented 
at the Congress which considered the role of women in today' s vwrld -their 
t asks in societ;y-7 in the  f amil.y 7 in the labour force , and in the fight to win 
and defend  nationa l independence and democracy. 

. .·.w .......... ,,.,, • ..• m ·,_..w,,w•.wN.N•ww .w 

A  on e minute of silence  wa s observed by the World Congress in 
memor;y of the President of FRELIMO. 

Our delegation stood solidly ~:i th the women  of Vietnam in their fight against. 
US aggre·ssion, and j oined wi th the >vomen of Africa to inform delegates from ; 
::>ther parts of the 1vorld about the wars of liberation now being waged in 
Mozambique ~ Angola í  and Guinea- Bissau ~ as ;vell as in the rest of Southern -:i' ••. 

Afrioa still under colonia l and f asoist domination~ The Congress deolared the ~-
solidari:ty and materia l and moral support of the World Demooratic Federatiori 
of Women, to the women, and to the people of all oountries which, like 
Mozambique, are fighting for national independenceo 

A World.Assembly of Peace took place in Berlin, the capita l of the German Demo-
cratic Republic1 from the 21st to 24th June , 1969t in which representativas 
from international and national organisations a s well as individuais, 
numbering more than one thousand, participated. 

FRELIMO delegation at this Assembly vras composed of Comrades Uria Simango, · 
Ma!ial;lo Matsinhe , Armando Panguene, Josina Machel and Judas Honwana. 

The Assembly discussed in five working commissions, the main ~roblems of the 
present worl.d si tuation: Vietnam1 European Securi ty 1 the JYliddle East, oolonia-
lis.m, neo-colonialism, national independence, and disarmament. 

Our delegation7 ·in close cooperation with the comrades of PAIGC and MPLA 
acti~ely participated in the work of the Assembly and took time to present and 
to explain the role and the importanoe of the armed struggles for national 
li berati.on in shaping a free  and peaceful -vmrld. which is the aspiration of all :. 
the peopleso Our delegation reaffirmed the support and solidarity of the 
Mozambican people  and fighters to all those vlho are fighting resolutely agains~. · 
oolonialism and imperial ism,  p articularly the still dependent peoples of · 
Afrioa7 the peopl e of Vietnam, and the people of Palestina~ 

r······-·.·.·.·.·.·,•.·.· ..... · .... ·.· •.. ·.· ......•.... ·.·.-.-.-... -... ·.·-········· ...................... -.• ·.·.·.-.·.·.· . . ·.·.-.• -.•.... ,. .•. -••... ·.•.·-·•.-.·.··.·.·.·.·.-.·,v.-.·.·,.·,•··-····· .... -... ·•· ................................... ·.····································'"·'·"'•'•'•'•'-'•'•'••'•'••· ... •••;;,•.•.•.·.·.•.·.•.·.·.·.-.• .......... , ..... ·.•,·,·,•.·.·.•.·.·.···:: 

f The vJorld Assembly of Peaoe unanimously paid tribute to our 
[,'~_:_ beloved Comrade Eduard o Chivambo Mondlane, the late President 

nf FRELIMO ~ a nd  decorated him7 in a posthumous homage, with ! the GREGORIS LM~ERAKI S MEDAL of the World Council of Peace . 
~,. •'• • '•'-'•·· ',•,•,-,•.-.•,·,•,·, •,•.-,.,·, •'•'•'• • ' • ' • • '  '  ' ,·,•, ' • • • • ' • • ' ·~ .;. • • ' •' •; • ,· • • ,• '•'•' ,..,., .. · , · .. ~· . · • ..,,;..,.,. ' ·~.· ·'•'·'•' ' •' •' .o,• ,•, • ,• ,o,o, •,•,•,•,• ... •,o,•,•.-,•,•, •,•,•,•,•~ .... ,., ... ,.,.,.,., •,•;,•,'~•'•'•'•' •' •'~•'o', ·'.'•'-'•'• • •:O,•; ..;•;o,o,•,•,•,•;•:•,•,o,•,•,•,• ,• ,• ,•,,-,.,,;;.•,•,,• .... ,.,., .,•,•,•,•,•,•,•,•,•,•,• ... •;,•, •,.,·,•,•,•,.,.~ 
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EDITORIAL 

25th of June-the starting point 

Ten years ago, on 25th J une, 1962, the three main Mozambiean politicai 
organisations which then existed agreed to join together and to form a front. 
Thus the Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO), was born. Since then, 
that date has been celebrated by usas a symbol of ou r unity. 

lt is true that the unity which was established in 1962 was extremely fragi-le. 
The existing, externally-based organisations which joined hands to form 
FRELIMO at that time did so reluctantly, and largely at the urging of 
younger, unattached militants with more direct and recent experience of the 
harsh realities which existed inside Mozambique itself. The causes which 
kept these organisations separate in the past -namely tribalism, regionalism, 
lack of a clear and detailed set of goals and of agreed and relevant strate-
gies -continued to exist. The only thing which was common to them was 
their opposition to Portuguese colonialism. On ali other particulars, inclu-
ding the actual aims of the struggle, the mode of military activity to be 
undertal<en or the very definition of the enemy, there was no consensus. 

lt is obvious that under such conditions no real unity could be achieved. 
And this very soon became ali too apparent. Thus, the early days of FRE-
LIMO were marred by mutual recriminations, expulsion, withdrawal, as 
between exile politicians who refused to give up the dead, futile in-fighting 
of an irrelevant brand of nationalist politics. 

lt was such politicians who also tried to obstruct the efforts of the newer 
recruits to organised nationalism to elaborate a programme, analyse carefully 
the nature of the enemy, and prepare for protracted struggle. The old 
guard's model of an anti-colonial campaign lay elsewhere, in the more re-
strained manifestations of mass nationalism which characterised neigh-
bouring British-held territories. Such men would inevitably become in-
creasingly irrelevant to the kind of politicai and military activity dictated 
by sustained confrontation with the realities of Portuguese-styled colonialism. 

However, the pace of the Mozambican revolution was soon to be forced by 
the younger group. The role of this more militant and politically aware 
nucleus cannot be over-emphasized. lt was they, for example, who encou-
raged Dr. Eduardo Mondlane to take a leading role in guaranteeing genuine 
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unity (which he carne to do so effectively), at the very moment when the 
established organisations were hesitating to place even their existing material 
possessions in a common pool for the benefit of the new movement. lt was 
also they who, in September of the sarne year (1962), pushed forward a 
programme for FRELIMO. This programme made crucial advances -in 
defining our anti-imperialist stance, for example, and in stressing the princi-
pies of people's struggle and national reconstruction for the first time. lt 
served as a foundation stone for our further ideological and practical deve-
lopment. ln fact, it was precisely what was needed in order to give depth 
and meaning to genuine unity. Linked to such a programme, the seed 
planted in J une, 1962, could be brought to full fruition. 

But such advances also sounded the death-knell of the old guard. Most of 
them, because of their ideological background, could not adapt themselves 
to the revolutionary situation and were gradually rejected by the revolution. 

Today, when we look back from the vantage point of ten years of successful 
struggle and try to analyse the events of 1962 critically, we see that this ex-
perience taught us fundamental lessons. First , that unity is crucial; we have 
good reason to celebrate June 25th and take pride in the achievement of that 
day. But secondly, and even more important, we now know that for unity 
to be real and effective, it must be based on an ideology and on a programme 
relevant to the needs of the struggle. Moreover, such unity is not merely to 
be understood as a formal act, nor as an event which can be identified by a 
date or easily located in space and time. Rather it is the expression of a long, 
complex and difficult process. Thus, when we celebrate the 25th of J une 
as the day of unity, we celebrate it primarily ·as a starting point for deve-
lopments which have led to the much stronger unity of our present organi-
sation and of the Mozambican people as a whole. This was the greatest 
contribution of the 25th of June. 
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WAR COMMUNIQUE 

CABO DELGADO 

During the period February - May, 
FRELIMO guerrillas in Cabo Delgado 
shot down an aircraft, launched 5 artil-
lery attacks against enemy posts and 
undertook a number of sabotage opera-
tions and ambushes. The posts which 
were attacked were badly damaged; more 
than 180 enemy soldiers were killed and 
14 vehicles destroyed. 

aircraft shot down 

An aircraft belonging to the Portuguese 
military Police flying from Mueda to 
Nangololo was shot down by one of our 
anti-aircraft units on the 1st February, 
1972. lt crashed in the zone of Lukohe. 

posts attacked 

Our most important attack was launched 
against the post of Nangololo, on the 
19th April. The post was occupied by 

two companies of Portuguese soldiers. 
lt was equipped with an airfield and a 
hangar able to take 7 aircraft of the 
«Noratlas» type. A large part of the. 
post was destroyed. 

Other posts and camps attacked were 
those in Nazombe, Sofala (in the region 
of Palma), Sikalanga and Namatili. 

NIASSA 

From January to April FRELIMO guer-
rillas shot down an aircraft; destroyed a 
helicopter; attacked 5 posts; destroyed 3 
bridges; and launched a number of am-
bushes and sabotage operations in which 
11 vehicles were destroyed and more than 
70 enemy soldiers were killed. 

helicopter destroyed 

On 28th March, 1972, FRELIMO fighters 
destroyed a helicopter in the locality of 
Ngueni. The helicopter was bringing sup-

Train derailed by FRELIMO fighters 
on the railway line Beira - Moatize. 

plies for a platoon which had landed in 
that place the day before. Our comrades 
waited until the helicopter had touched 
the ground and then opened intensive 
fire. The helicopter managed to lift off 
the ground but when it was about 10 
meters up, it burst into flames and 
crashed. For three days the enemy pla-
toon could not leave Ngueni as it was 
encircled by our forces and subjected to 
constant attacks. It was necessary for 
the enemy to send a great number of 
bombers and helicopters to evacuate the 
Portuguese soldiers, who were already 
completely demoralised. 

reconnaissance aircraft shot down 

At 4 p.m. on 13th April, an aircraft left 
Vila Cabral on a reconnaissance mission 
in the Western zone of the Unangu Dis-
trict. lt was flying very low and slowly. 
Our guerrillas and militia opened fire on 
it. The aircraft began trailing smoke. lt 
tried to return to Vila Cabral but failed 
and crashlanded on the ou tskirts of the 
town. At 6 p.m. several other aircraft 

3 
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bombed the zone where our action had 
taken place, but without damaging our 
forces. 

posts attacked 

Massangulo, on the 23rd February. 
Most of the barracks were burnt out. 

Lussanhando, on the 1st March. The 
houses were destroyed. 

Luvila, on the 14th March. The 
garrison of this post fled after our 
fust shots. We entered the post and 
captured severa! guns, ammunition, 
food and uniforms. 

Nova Coimbra, on 3rd May. This 
attack lasted 20 minutes and re-
sulted in 10 houses destroyed. 

Lunho, also on the 3rd May. Seve-
ra! houses and the fuel depot were 
burnt. 

bridges destroyed 

Three important bridges were blown up 
on the 4th and 12th April. One of the 
bridges was on the road between the posts 
of Candulo and Chamba. The other two 
were on the road Luatize -Nova Yizeu. 

TETE 

During the months of December, 1971 
- March, 1972, FRELIMO fighters in 
Tete Province shot down two aircraft; 
sabotaged 7 trains; attacked 16 posts and 
camps; sabotaged 2 bridges; launched 6 
ambushes on the Mozambique section of 
the international road Rhodesia-Malawi; 
and undertook 94 ambushes and sabotage 
operations. Over 400 Portuguese soldiers 
were killed, and 38 vehicles were des-
troyed. 

aircraft shot down 

An aircraft was shot down on the 15th 
January when flying over the region of 
Mague, in southern Tete. It crash-landed 
on the northern bank of the Zambezi 
Ri ver. 

On the 15th February, 1 reconnaissance 
plane was shot down by a FRELIMO unit 
on a mission on the banks of the Zam-
bezi River. The plane had left the post of 
Mague and was flying over the region of 
Gossa. It was hit by our fire and fell into 
the Zambezi River. 

railway line beira -moatize 

7th December, 1971, zone between Cal-
das Xavier and Mecunga: one train was 
blown up. 

4 

7 December, 1971; zone between Doa 
and Mecito: the engine and all but one of 
the wagons were destroyed. The train 
was being escorted by jet fighters. 
21 December, 1971; zone between Cal-
das Xavier and Mecunga: a train was de-
railed by a big stone placed on the rails. 
24 December, 1971; mines destroyed a 
number of wagons of a train which was 
leaving Mocito. 

2 January, 1972; zone between Chueza 
and Mocito, in the region of Chief Gun-
dana: the train was blown up. 
27 January, 1972; zone between Doa and 
Moatize: many wagons blew up. 

On the 19th March a train comprising a 
locomotive and 7 loaded wagons was 
destroyed with explosives on the railway 
line Moatize -Mutarara, in the section 
between Mocito and Chueza. lt took the 

enemy 6 days to repair the line. 

operations on the international 
road rhodesia -malawi 

On the 26th J anuary, 1972, a convoy was 
ambushed in the region of Mussacama. 
One lorry was destroyed, one soldier was 
killed and severa! others were wounded. 

On the 3rd February, a convoy of 5 
lorries going from Tete towards Zobue 
was ambushed. One lorry (Berliet) was 
destroyed and another damaged. Ten 
enemy soldiers were put out of action. 
On 5 and 14 February, between Chan-
gara and Rhodesia, 2 ambushes against 

convoys resulted in one lorry destroyed 
and severa! enemy soldiers killed. 

On the 18th February a convoy left 
Moatize for Zobue and was ambushed: 
two lorries were destroyed and a number 
of enemy soldiers were killed. 

On the 23rd February, in the sarne zone 
between Moatize and Zobue, 10 Portu-
guese soldiers were killed when 2 lorries 
were hit and destroyed by our fire. 

posts and camps attacked 

Mucanha, a concentration camp, on 
December 14, 1971: the enemy · 
suffered 6 killed and abandoned 
the hamlet. 
Nhachenje, in Makomba region, on 
December 20, 1971. A number of 
Portuguese soldiers were killed. 
Jale, region near river Chinamozi, 
on 3rd January, 1972. Five of the 
enemy garrison were killed. 
Jale, another camp in the sarne 
region, on the 11th January. Three 
Portuguese soldiers were killed. 
Mkanga, region of Cachomba on 
31st January. Six houses were des-
troyed. 
Uncanha, a former Catholic Mission 
turned into a military camp, on the 
3rd February. Eight houses were 
destroyed and 11 of the enemy 
were killed. 
Dique, on 3rd February. We des-
troyed eight houses and killed 15 
enemy soldiers. 
Jale region, in Chinamozi, on 3rd 
February. Severa! tents were des-
troyed and 7 of the enemy were 
killed. 
Benga, a concentration camp on the 
banks of the Zambezi River, on 
10 February. Many soldiers from 
the garrison were killed, other fled. 
Jale, region of Nsolo-Wanhate on 
11 February. The camp was burnt 
out. 
Muhamad, on 14 February. ln this 
post was garrisoned a Portuguese 
company reinforced with 30 pup-
pet soldiers. 5 houses were des-
troyed and 1 O Portuguese soldiers 
killed. 
Cachombo, on 15th February. Five 
enemy soldiers were killed. 
Chibwia, on the 19th February. 
The camp was partially destroyed. 
Nguanzem, on 29 February. Threc 
houses were destroyed. 
Manje, on 6 March. Severa! enemy 
soldiers were killed. 
Chibwia, was again attacked at-the 
end of March. Almost ali the tents 
were destroyed. 
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ALLIANCE 

AGAINST 

IMPERIALISM 
The 1st Secretary of the Socialist Unity Party of the G.D.R., comrade Erich 
Honecker, welcomes the President of FRELIMO, comrade Samora M. Machel. 

Last April a FRELIMO delegation led by President Comrade 
Samora Moises Machel, visited the German Democratic Republic 
at the invitation of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of the GDR. The main objective of the visit was to strengthen 
the relations between the SUPG and FRELIMO, as well as to hold 
discussions on concrete forms of politicai and material support. 
At the ena of the talks a joint communique was issued giving the 
position of both parties on each of the subjects discussed. We 
quote from the communique: 

ln the course of the discussions both 
parties noted the great need for joint 
action by ali the anti-imperialist forces, 
for mobilising their potentialities and 
possibilities in the struggle against the 
maclúnations of imperialism and reaction 
and strengthening co-operation between 
ali the anti-imperialist forces and the 
Socialist States, to ensure success in the 
common struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism,  neo-colonialism and racial 
discrimination. 

FRELIMO expressed its  esteem for the 
creative policy of the SUPG in imple-
menting the decisions of the 8th Congress 
of the SUPG, appreciating the great 
achievements of the workers of the GDR 
in building a socialist society in the GDR. 
FRELIMO considers the successes of the 
GDR to be an effective contribution to-
wards the consolidation of the forces of 
peace, liberation and socialism in the 

worldwide confrontation between socia-
lism and imperialism. 

The FRELIMO delegation ensured the 
SUPG of the staunch solidarity of FRE-
LIMO and the Mozambican people for 
the struggle of the people of the GDR 
both to strengthen the socialist power 
of the workers and peasants and to re· 
inforce the position of the GDR inter-
nationally. 

the SUPG delegation expressed its high 
regard for the heroic struggle of the 
Mozambican people, under the leadership 
of FRELIMO, for liberation from the 
brutal domination of Portuguese colo-
nialism. lt noted with satisfaction that 
FRELIMO had already liberated exten-
sive regions of the country, inflicting 
ever greater defeats on the Portuguese 
colonialist mercenaries and their accom-
plices. 

The SUPG confirmed the fraternal soli-
darity of the CC and members of the 
SUPG and of ali the GDR workers with 
the just struggle of the Mozambican 
people. 

The two delegations condemned the dose 
collaboration between the Federal Re-
public of Germany and Portuguese colo-
nialism and the criminal participation of 
the FRG as Portugal's main support in 
the colonial war against the peoples of 
Angola, Mozambique and Guiné. Both 
parties expressed their equally determined 
opposition to the Bonn-Pretoria axis and 
to the su pport given to the racist Salis-
bury regime by member States of NA TO. 
They agreed to continue to step up poli-
ticai, moral and material solidarity with 
th4 peoples of Southern Africa, Namibia 
and Zimbabwe who are fighting for their 
freedom and independence. 

The two parties concurred in believing 
that the admission of the GDR to the UN 
and its specialised agencies was a pre-
condition for the fulfillment of the prin-
cipie of universality and for more effec-
tive activity by that World Body. 

The SUPG and FRELIMO delegations 
agreed to develop and deepen their rela· 
tions and co-operation in the interest of 
the common struggle for national and 
socialliberation, for peace and socialism. 

5 
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VISITORS lN FREE MOZAMBIOUE 

The liberated regions of Tete Province last March hosted a 
West German photo-journa/ist, Gerard K/ijn. On his way 
back he held a Press Conference on his impression of 
FRELIMO's work. 

Frelimo's 
ã~"Wiilõê~r ! 
Newsman te li s of 

prog ress free d are as 
. 
lll 

FRELIMO is making gigantic progress towards rehabili-
tating people in the liberated areas of Mozambique,  a 
W est German journalist returning from the war zoo e 
said in Lusaka yesterday. 
The journalist, who refused to disclose his name for security 

reasons becausc he might visit some of the colonial territories again. 
said that life had returned to normal in large areas of Mozambique 
where freedom fighters were setting up schools and hospitais. 
He said that after spending 16 days in the Tete province he 

concluded that the Portuguese had no chance of winning the war 
and althougli the freedom fighters were faced with many difficult 
problems thçy would eventually triumph. 
Wearing a  guerrilla uniform and looking tired after a marathon 

trek through the bush. the journalist said that he had set out for 
Mozambique in a bid to discover the progress the freedom fighters 
were making. The newsman said he worked for severa! magazines 
and newspapers in West Germany and he had been assigned ·to go 
to one of the colonial territories ruled by an oppressive regime who 
were being supplied with military weapons by West Germany. 
He added that his mission was not to witness a military 

confrontation between the freedom fighters and the Pomrguese 
troops and he did not want to prove whether or not the Portuguese 
were using Nato .weapons against the  Africans. 
The journalist added that the freedom fighters have woven a tight 

knot of friendship with the people and this was maK"mg their work 
easier. !-fe said that the Portuguese were scared to venture into the 
heart of the mainland and the only evidence of the Portuguese 
presence he saw .in the colony was one reconnaissance aircraft. 
"The situation is still very bad but from what I saw during the 
16 days that I visited the territory Iam convinced that the Portu_guese 
had no chance whatsoever. Life has returned to normal and there is 
freedom and activity everywhere," he said. 
One of the problems the people were facing was malnutrition 

which has· been estimated by the World Health Organisation to be 
the highest in Africa. at the rate of 50 per cent. The people were 
Iacking medical and educational supplies. he said, and one of his 
duties when he retumed home would be to persuade West German 
charity organisations to offer help which could be of great value to 

the struggle. 
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INTRODUCTION 
lt is impossible to express in figures the sum of our efforts, 
our difficulties and our successes. lt is not enough to list our 
number of enemy soldiers put out of action, vehicles destroyed 
roads sabotaged and posts captured. For a people's struggle 
is something more than a matter of mere numbers. 

Thus ten years of FRELIMO are also ten years in the life of 
its militants. Who were we who on the 25th June, 1962 were 
powerfully moved by the call to struggle against foreign op-
pression but remained only dimly aware of the enormity of 
the task and the formidable forces concealed behind the ad-
ministrator, the sepoy and the overseer on the plantation? 
What did we know of the outside world, most of us confmed 
to the narrow horizons of the colonial night? Could we 
imagine this new frontierless world of solidarity and human 
fraternity to which we are now proud to belong? 

Our tenth anniversary embraces ali of this. Ali of these trans-
formations, both within ourselves and outside of us. 

From our ignorance we have created schools, from our disease 
we have created hospitais. 

A single too!: The power of the united people, overcoming 
the communication barriers born of lack of knowledge about 
each other, bom of tribal differences, and born of artificial 
divisions created by colonialism. 

ln 1962, foreign domination extended throughout the coun· 
try. Everywhere our people were oppressed and exploited 
and deprived of any politicai organisation through which to 
express their true voice. The plunder of our resources and 
labour power took various forms, one more loathsome than 
the other, from· forced labour to forced cultivation and ex-
portation of labour. Education was either nonexistant or 
else confmed to a minority whom the colonial masters hoped 
to rely on to perpetuate exploitation. Disease, malnutrition 
and lack of medical care were decirnating Mozambicans by 
the thousand. 

lt was against ali this that the people rose up in arms. 

The past ten years have witnessed, first and foremost, the 
building of the nationalist movement as an instrument for 
action and the consolidation of revolutionary national con-
sciousness. lt was in the course of these years that the poli-
ticai programme outlined in the resolutions of the first Con-
gress took form and contributed to the forging of our politicai 
line in action and through action. 

Today the Mozambican people have an active fighting organi-
sation which has consolidated itself in the course of a rich and 
deeply lived politicai experience. Many stumbling blocks 
made our path difficult and many vital choices had to be 
made; but it was in the course of making such choices that 
we have found --our strength and affirmed our purpose. 

Today colonial dornination has been completely eliminated 
in vast regions of our country.  A new life and a new society 
are taking shape in these regions, built through the efforts of 
the people, based on participation of every man and woman 
as full citizens. The social and material foundations have 
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been laid in the fields of production, health and education, 
despite the difficult conditions of the war and the savage 
repression of an enemy seeking desperately to destroy the 
example and attraction that these regions and this new life 
represents for the population in the regions still under their 
control. 

ln the dominated areas, despite the campaigns of repression 
unleashed against nationalist militants, ever more people 
have come to see FRELIMO as the rallying point for the 
identification and commitment of ali Mozambicans the coun-
try over. They take pride in the victories achieved in the 
struggle: they see them as their own struggle. 

This progressive trend is the predominant feature of the situa-
tion: the continuous expansion of our action to the whole 
country and the swelling of our forces as new areas are affected 
by the armed struggle. 

At the sarne time, the enemy forces are showing signs of 
having reached stagnation point and this in tum explains the 
feeling of frustration prevailing in the Portuguese military 
establishment. The extension of the period of compulsory 
military service and the use of women and the disabled in 
auxiliary army services reflects the steady widening of the 
battlefront and the mounting losses suffered there. Moreover 
the enemy's human resources are being diminished by the con-
siderable number of young men who avoid conscription and 
the flow of emigrants to European countries. This is 
happening at a time when our struggle is already seriously 
hitting the economic foundations of colonial exploitation. 

The 25th June, 1962 is an important moment in this com-
bined process of increasing our forces and progressively whitt-
ling away those of the enemy. Much has already been said 
and written about our struggle and it would be impossible 
and perhaps superfluous to give a full statistical account of it 
here. We have thought it better to describe the process of 
politicai growth which started on the 25th June, 1962 by 
seeking to show how the people's armed struggle has deter-
mined its development. 

First we show the process of bringing into being structures and 
organs for the implementation of the programme of action, 
including the first steps taken in establishing the people's 
liberation forces: indeed special space has been devoted to the 
latter, both because it provides a particularly good example 
of this work and because its successful realisation has been 
decisive to the further development of our movement. 

ln the second part we try to show the process of politicai 
and ideological clarification from another point of view: 
that of the work of national reconstruction undertaken in 
the liberated regions. Bom of the successes of the armed 
struggle in the liberated areas have become a practical testing 
ground which gives rise to complex problems; the solutions 
to such problems have in turn determined the nature of our 
activities and, in certain cases, the way in which we have 
pursued the war. ln this manner they have helped to make 
our choices clearer and have led to a more precise definition of 
the aims of our struggle. 

• • 
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THE FIRST 
STEPS 
With the creation of FRELIMO, the Mozambican nationalists laid out a new definition 
of tasks, now at national levei. These tasks required organs of action of a new 
type and methol:ls of work completely different from those of the previous 

organisations. lt was here that the 25th J une really marked a rupture with the 
precedent period and opened a new phase in the history of Mozambican nationalism. 

The first process which merits examl-
nation is that of the structuring of the 
movement. As President Mondlane said 
in his report to the 2nd Congress, the 
first tas!<. we had to face was that of 
constituting an executive body capable 
of putting into effect the programme of 
action drawn up at the 1st Congress. 
True, a Central Committee with execu-
tive duties had been created, a5 wcll as 
departments, each headcd by a secretary, 
in some cases aided by an assistant. 

But what remained to be determined was 
not only the internal structure of each 
department, but also the allocation of 
duties of the various members of the 
Central Executive, and the division of 
labour between the Presidency and the 
departments; the latter was a particu-
larly crucial problem because it raised the 
whole question of the degree of cen-
tralisation of leadership which is neces-
sary at certain phases of the struggle. 
ln short, the organisational methods 
best suited to the concrete fulflllment of 
the programme drawn up inside our 
country remained to be determined. 

These were problems which could not be 
solved theoretically; their solution was 
largely dependent on the nature and the 
extenf of our experience. Of course, we 
did know that a revolutionary struggle 
could not bc led using anti-democratic 
structures, without collective methods of 
work. We were aware that a popula. 
programme requires a revolutionary struc-
ture. But what sort of tradition had we 
built up in this respect7 

organisational shortcomings 

This calls for a keen appraisal of the 
organisations which had existed previously 
and which carne together to form FRE-
LIMO. They ali displayed the sarne 

weaknesses, r.eflecting their similar origin 
and tradition. 

First, both the leadership and the rank 
and file consisted mainly of people who 
had lived abroad for a long time, either 
as refugees or as migrant workers in ad-
jacent countries. Thus MANU operated 
in Tanganyika, bringing together people 
from the northern provinces of Niassa 
and Cabo Delgado, most of whom workcd 
on the sisai plantations of British sett-
lers. Their principal activity was holding 
meetings with these workers, issuing mem-
bership cards to them and collecting 
funds. However, they lacked any clear 
perspective on concrete work inside the 
country, apart from the distribution of 
membership cards, which was done in 
Cabo Delgado Province. 

Similar features characterised UDENAMO, 
though it grouped together people from 
the centre and the south of the country. 
These Mozambicans were, on the whole, 
rather more urbanised and they lived in 
Rhodesia, either as refugees from Portu-
guese campaigns of repression or as em-
ployees in the service sector. A substan-
tiai part of UDENAMO's activity in-
volved recruiting militants inside  the coun-
try and sending them to Tanganyika or 
helping politicai refugees to go north. 
As for UNAMI, it had somewhat limited 
activity in Nyasaland and Tete. 

A second feature followed: the very 
fact that most of the members of these 
organisations had Iived abroad for some 
time meant that they had no very deep 
understanding of the true conditions pre-
vailing in the country. Not only was 
there a loss of direct contact with the 
living conditions and the feelings of the 
people, their information being garnered 
instead from reports and from the stories 
told by the refugees , but above ali, there 

was scant knowledge of the true nature 
and dimensions of the enemy's machinery 
of repression. 

Thirdly, and this is perhaps the most 
relevant point in our anaiysis, because 
they lived abroad these parties were 
greatly influenced by the kind of organi· 
sation typicai of the British colonial 
tradition. Therefore, in their structural 
organisation and in their very concept of 
the work to be done, the example of the 
NDP in Rhodesia, the Malawi Congress 
Party o r T ANU was followed. 

"winds of change" 

Carried away by the euphoria of the 
«wind of change» and by the achievements 
of these parties in neighbouring coun-
tries, they believed in the inevitability 
of change. They therefore misinterpreted 
the politicai and economic nature of 
fascist Portuguese colonialism, ignoring 
the fact that it could never accept any 
degree of politicai freedom or peaceful 
evolution to independence. Under such 
conditions it is not surprising that the 
decisive role bringing the three organi-
sations together and in shaping the new 
organisation, carne to be played by 
other militants coming from inside the 
country where they had been working 
clandestinely. Undoubtedly, the poli-
ticai consciousness and, above ali, the 
concrete knowledge of this latter group 
was much surer, though it is also true 
to say that they lacked the tradition of 
organisation which the special conditions 
of clandestlne struggle had never allowed 
to develop. 

S_uch, therefore, was the sum of expe-
nence that nationalist militants from 
yarious backgrounds could draw upon 
rn structuring a politicai party at the 
time of FRELIMO's creation. 
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The constituent Congress drew up a pro-
gramme which can be summed up in 
three poin ts: 

mobilising the people and heightening 
national consciousness; 
launching an education programme to 
increase combat effectiveness; 
drawing up a plan for military action 
taking into account the nature of 
Portuguese colonialism. 

It was through the implementation of 
these programmes that FRELIMO was 
going to transform itself into something 
entirely new in relation to the organi-
sations that preceded it. 

no illusions 

The last point was decisive. While ap-
peals for a peaceful solution to the prob-
lem were made from int~rnational plat-
forms, we could not be under any illu-

sions: war was already being waged in 
Angola, and in Mozambique the enemy 
was reinforcing his police and army appa-
ratus. 

It was under such conditions that the 
military programme took concrete form. 
We needed a sound and consi~tent pro-
gramme, and this presupposed both a 
detailed study of the country, and of the 
con trol established by the enemy and, at 
the sarne time, a survey of the politicai 
and social traditions of each region. An-
other aspect of this task was the creation 
of a body which would be able to ensure 
the recruitment and training of a large 
number of solidly united and well-organi-
sed militan ts to spearhead the programme 
of armed action. 

But the manner in which this organi-
sational and operational stage was tackled 
was decisive. Our people had already 

The making of a freedom fighter 

«I think I am 53 years old. 
was born in Marromeu, Pro-
vince of Manica e Sofala. I 
suffered very much ali my 
life, under the Portuguese co-
lonialists. 

I worked first in a British 
company, the Sena Sugar Es-
tates. They have big sugar 
plantations and big factories. 
Like most of the other wor-
kers, I had been arrested and 
given to the company to work. 
Every day we were given a 
certain amount of work, which 
we had to finish in time. 
Those who did not finish 
were beaten with palmatoria 
and did not get paid for the 
day. We received 70 esc. per 
month (the equivalent of US 
$ 0.35 per day). The man 
who was responsible for fur-
nishing the Sena Sugar Es-
tates with workers was ad-
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ministrator Afonso Ribeiro. 
Another very cruel admini-
strator who carne later was 
Joaquim Palhota. The people 
nicknamed him «Cinquenta» 
(fifty) because he always or-
dered 50 sttoke~ of the palma-
toria. He oppressed the peo-
ple of our region between 
1950 and 1955. 

thrown out 

Now this administrator Pal-
hota had a friend, a farmer 
called Barreto. Barreto wan-
ted more land. 

Palhota then carne with his 
policemen, arrested us and 
sent us out of our shambas. 
I myself had a piece of land 
where I grew pineapples, ca-
shew and oranges. I lost 
everything. Our huts were 
burnt and the land given to 
Barreto. Some of us were 
absent, on forced labour in 
other regions. When we re-
turned we did not find our 
homes, and we did not know 
about the whereabouts of our 
families. lt was the case 
with me - I had been in 
Rhodesia. Ali this happened 
in Chaima, region of Chief 
Mbwazi in 1950 or 1951. So 
when I returned from Rho-
desia and was surprised to 

find my home gone, I was 
arrested by the Portuguese 
and sent to Morrumbala to 
work on building roads. I 
found my family there -ali 
the people from the expro-
priated land had been sent 
there, to work in government 
projects -with absolutely no 
pay. For many years it was 
I i ke th is-constantl y arrested 
and sent to work for govern-
ment projects or in Com-
pany plantations for periods 
of 6 months to one year. 

ln 1959 I got a job as a 
waiter in the wagon-restau-
rant of the Nyassaland Rail-
ways that went between Beira 
and ry'lalawi. I earned about 
US $ 70 per month. I 
worked there until 1964, when 
I was arrested by PIDE. 1'11 
explain how it was. 

I n October, 1962, I met on 
the train a comrade who told 
me about FRELIMO. I did 
not know anything; he ex-
plained to me that FRELIMO 
was fighting to bring freedom 
to our country. I met him 
several times after that-Jnd 
each time he explained more 
in detail. 

I decided to join FRELIMO. 

I was given two tasks: first 
to make propaganda for F R E-
LIMO - that is, to explain 
to other people about F R E-
LIMO - its aims, the need 
for everybody to join the 
struggle; second, to help 
bri ng out those national ists 
who were being persecuted 
and those who wanted to 
receive training in FRELIMO. 
I helped many people pass -
some into Mozambique, those 
who were sent by FRELIMO 
for clandestine work. I also 
helped others óut of Mozam-
bique. I carried propaganda 
material for the F R E LI MO 
militants in Mozambique. 

no trial 

I was arrested by PIDE on 
the 20th May, 1964. The 
sister of one of those I hel-
ped to escape could not stand 
the interrogation and denoun-
ced me. After the arrest I 
was taken to a room where 
there were 6 whips and 2 
palmatorias hanging on the 
wall. I was told to undress. I 
was badly beaten. The colo-
nialists started by asking if I 
knew what FRELIMO was. I 
answered «ves, I know, F R E-
LIMO is freedom». They in-
sulted me. They said, «vou 
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are stupid, you don't even 
know how to write. What 
do you want independence 
for? » I answered, «we have 
those who know, they will 
teach us>>. They asked how I 
took people out of the coun-
try. I said, «I don't take 
them. lt is the train who 
takes them. Vou have guards, 
police at the border, PIDE 
agents everywhere. lf with ali 
this you cannot stop people 
from passing, it is your prob-
lem.>> Together with me, 14 
people were arrested. We 
were ali badly tortured. Com-
rade Joguente was suspended 
by his hands for so long that 
the skin broke off. Agosto 
Pinto Jeremo was whipped 
with a whip with iron points, 
and a palmatoria with nails 
instead of the usual holes. 
The sarne happened to old 
Jossia. I was in prison from 
1964 up to 1971. I was 
never taken to any court, 
never tried. 

On 14 December, 1964, I was 
transferred to the Pen iten-
tiary of Lourenço Marques, 
where I stayed until the 1st 
February, 1965. I was then 
taken to Machava Prison. 
When I arrived there we were 
about 200 prisoners. I n Ap-

had bitter and painful experience of mass 
demonstrations, strikes and peaceful pro-
tests which ended in repression and mass-
acre_ lt was therefore vital to create an 
organ capable of undertaking consistent 
and effective action against the colonial 
military apparatus_ We had learned that 
it was not sufficient merely to have 
right on one's side when confronting 
Portuguese colonialism! 

The aims and scope of our activity having 
thus been defined, political organisers 
who were already established inside the 
country were entrusted with the task of 
mobilising and recruiting young people 
wishing to take up arms; there was a 
large and enthusiastic response to this 
call. From that moment politicai action 
ceased to be the prerogative of a restricted 
group and for the first time involved a 
great number of militants. ln fact be-
cause they thus demonstrate the process 

of affirming the popular content of the 
movement through the growing partici-
pation of the masses, it is worth des-
cribing these first phases of the formation 
of the liberation army in some detail. ln 
this process we can also see a clear ex-
ample of the way in which our overall 
programme of activities has been put into 
effect ever since in the formation of the 
army; there the three elements of our 
programme -mobilisation, education and 
the training of cadres - were ali com-
bined in one. Finally, the whole process 
and the way in which it has unfolded, 
also explains much about the present 
character of our movement. 

ril 400 more arrived from the 
island of I bo. 

ln Machava the conditions 
were terrible -many people 
died daily because of tortures 
and bad food. I n my ward 
alone, an average of 2 - 3 
people died every day. But 
the prisoners who arrived 
from I bo told me that there it 
was even worse. 

3,000 politicai prisoners 

On the 12th July, 1965, 
was taken to a new jail in 
Mabalane. When we arrived 
we were 200 and soon 65 
more came. ln 1966, 370 
more were sent there. I n 
1967 there were 1,006 pri-
soners in Mabalane alone. By 
that time, in Machava and 
Lourenco Marques the poli-
ticai prisoners numbered more 
than 3,000. ln November 
I was again transferred to 
Machava. 

We were very well organised 
in ali the prisons, we had 
meetings to discuss and solve 
our contradictions.. We kept 
our discipline as FRELIMO 
militants, we had a high mo-
rale. I n ou r wards there were 
never fights: on the contrary 
in the criminal's wards they 

The initial steps were relatively straight-
forward. Militants were recruited and 
sent to friendly countries for military 
training. But on their return there was 
the very much more complex task of 
structuring ali these militants into a 

even fought with knives a-
mong themselves_ The colo-
nialists tried to destroy our 
pol itical consciousness using 
a combination of three wea-
pons: tribalism, terror and 
corruption and murder. Thro-
ugh tribalism they attempted 
to separate the Makondes 
from us. They started to 
give classes only for the Ma-
kondes. But they failed. 
Then they created a magazine 
called 'Ressurgimento', where 
the prisoners were forced to 
write articles insulting F R E-
LIMO, and eulogising the 
PI DE. Those who refused 
were punished. A few of us 
betrayed from fear, but they 
were very few. We also begun 
mobilising the prisoners from 
the criminal wards. Some of 
them adhered to FRELIMO. 

Aware of our strength in the 
prisons, the PI O E resorted to 
other tactics: they infiltrated 
agents provocateurs, Cunjane 
and Luis Ferreira in Machava 
and Caetano Souza in Maba-
lane. Those traitors succee-
ded in identifying 30 of our 
comrades, who were imme-
diately isolated in special 
cells. They were never é):lo-
wed to leave the cells. They 
were given food once a week 

-a cup of cooked beans_ No 
water. 23 of them died be-
fore this regime ended -
among them were comrades 
Joel Guduane, Juma Salimo, 
Agostinho Xitete, Alexandre 
Nchocoma. I saw with my 
own eyes the bodies of 20 
of the murdered comrades. 
These comrades are great 
heras, nane of them betrayed, 
nane of them denounced who 
were the other militants of 
the FRELIMO clandestine 
network_ 

ln spite of their deaths, FRE-
LIMO continued very much 
alive in the prison, in our 
hearts. We organised oursel-
ves better, more carefully, in 
the wards and cells. 

portuguese soldiers 

We also collaborated with 
white and Asian prisoners, 
who had been arrested for 
supporting FRELIMO, inclu-
ding some Portuguese soldiers. 

I left prison in 1971, but 
many thousands of patriots 
still remain there_ I am wor-
king with FRELIMO. For the 
first time in my life I feel 
free. We have to continue 
fighting, to extend this free-
dom to ali our people. 
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homogenous body imbued with the move-
ment's politica! line, which they had to 
be able to interpret and represent among 
the masses. 

This was an immense task, given the 
differing experiences, geographical back-
grounds, customs and traditions. ln most 
cases the only common denominator 
among the militants was the fact of 
their being oppressed by Portuguese colo-
nialism and having a common desire for 
liberation. Although these shared feelings 
made it possible for people to take a 
stand, they were nonetheless insufficient 
foundation for sustained action. lt there-
fore became necessary to go to the very 
roots of unity, to explain the size and 
complexity of our country and the logic 
of having people from different linguistic 
and tribal groups live together. Such 
discussions made it possible for old divi-
sions and antagonisms exacerbated by 
colonialism to be collectively analysed 
and overcome. 

forging unity 

It became essential for each militant to 
be thoroughly acquainted with the lives 
and customs of other groups. ln this way 
militants carne to identify aspects of the 
enemy's activities which differed from 
what was known in their own regions, 

and this enabled them to fight the enemy 
anywhere. 

These efforts were decisive to the consoli-
dation of national unity, even though they 
required more time and more thorough 
work and despite the great temptation to 
take the easy way out and send each 
rnilitant to fight in his own region. 

Thus, the first task was above ali to 
consolidate national unity within the 
movement. itself. lt was important to 
bring together ali the separa te experiences 
of rnilitants -in villages, in plantations 
in mines, in prisons and in towns -in 
order to gain an overall picture of the 
colonial system. This made it possible 
at last to define accurately the scope of 
the war, the many faces of the enemy 
and the need for unity. 

But experience had already taught us that 
mere talk could not give rise to an effec-
tive politica! line. Theoretical courses 
and discussions, however profound, could 
never make up for Jack of experience or 
efface the marks left on us by the evils 
of colonial society. A new social morality, 
a new way of life, had to be internalised 
and fully exemplified in our behaviour 
and our day-to-day activity. 

This need to confront this further chal-
lenge also arose out of the very character 
which our struggle had come to assume. 
lt was clear that at the start we would 
never be able to mobilise an anny of 
rnilitants capable of confronting the colo-

FRELIMO 
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nial machlnery of repression with equal 
tactical forces. The then few dozen 
militants armed with light arms would 
have to draw their strength from the 
people and act on the basis of this 
strength in order, through the develop-
ment of their potentialities, to change the 
existing balance of forces. 

Hence, it was necessary to reinforce the 
popular character of the army. This was 
to a great extent ensured by the deep 
interpenetration between the movement s 
structures and the people out of which the 
army had come. But to strike deep roots 

"MOZAMBICAN PEOPLE, let us fight united, with no tribal, racial 
or religious divisions, ali of us against the common 
enemy -Portuguese colonialism and imperialism. " 
Dr. Eduardo C. Mondlane, 1st President of FRELIMO 

1 .,. 
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among the people, it is not sufficient to 
have come from the people. ln its be-
haviour, methods and structures, the 
army had to be a people's army. Only· 
in this way would the rules of revolu-
tionary conduct be observed in relations 
with the people and their full confidence 
and support ensured. 

Realis~n~ this goal meant defining and 
estabhshing new relations within the 
army and developing a spirit of criticism 
which would elimina te lack of confidence 
and create a collective method of work. 
Many meetings were held for this purpose 
at which such methods of work, as well as 
military preparedness and individual com-
portment, were thoroughly discussed. 
Each militant recounted his own ex-
perience and described the traditions. of 
his region.  This served to supplement 
the work of our reconnaissance teams of 
course, but the chief importance of this 
kind of discussion was in helping to per-
fect the. type of relations which would 
be established with the people. 

ln order to strengthen in the army the 

feeling of belonging to the people, and 
counter the tendency for membership of 
the army to become a privileged position, 
prod~ctive work was made a part of the 
army s programme of work from the very 
start. Later on, when the progress of 
the struggle led to a considerable increase 
in our numerical strength, Jhis practice 
proved extremely valuable in that it pre-
vented the army from being too much of 
a burden on the people where food was 
concerned. 

protracted wal' 

Of course, this programme also had to do 
with the need to prepare for a protracted 
war and to mobilise ourselves for such a 
war. Faced with such  a challenge, it was 
necessary to clarify the aims of our 
struggle in terms other than those slogans 
which might be useful for purposes of 
rapid mobilisation. For some militants 
for example, the initial feeling was one of 
hatred for the white man as  the source 
of ali ills. This feeling  had  to be trans-
formed into politicai awareness of the 
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need to fight oppression and to direct our 
weapons against the system of oppression, 
not against roere skin colour. 

We saw that it was only with this type 
of mobilisation and on the basis of this 
levei of politicai awareness that it would 
be possible to sustain a protracted war, 
one which would enable us progressively 
to mobilise ali the resources of our people 
and country and to liquidate, little by 
little, the enemy's material and human 
resources, their economy and their mo rale. 

Developing national consciousness, streng· 
thening the movement's popular charac-
ter and clarifying the politicai line were 
therefore, the first tasks that our army 
and our movement as a whole, had to 
face. These are undoubtedly the first 
steps many nationalist inovements have 
had to take in their politicai activities. 
But, over and above programmes and 
formal statements, in them we have come 
to  fmd the essence of an increasingly 
progressive politicalline and the direction 
for the advance of our movement, our 
militants and our people. 

SHAPING 
THE 
POLITICAL 
LINE 
It was only with the launching of the 
armed struggle that the contents of 
FRELIMO's politicai programme were to 
become, in the course of action, more 
precisely defined. The necessity of taking 
up arms to destroy Portuguese colonial 
domination was itself never a  point of 
controversy among us. However diffe-
rences of opinion appeared - subse-
quent events would reveal just how deep-
seated these differences were -regarding 
the relationship of the armed struggle to 
the overall revolutionary process in our 
country. 

By mid-1964, when the Central Cornmit· 
tee met to establish a date for the laun-
ching of the armed struggle, some of the 

members defended the propositioh that it 
was of little importance to study con-
ditions carefully; once the armed struggle 
was launched, they argued, the people 
would support it, whether it was well-
organised or not. Moreover, it was said 
to be unnecessarv to linger  over such de-
tails because obviously the armed struggle 
would  not be a long one. Once we had 
fired the first shots, these members con-
tinued, the Portuguese would  be forced 
to yield because the international politicai 
conjuncture favoured our winning of 
independence. They further argued that 
Portuguese troops in northern Mozambique 
were few and scattered; we could there-
fore expect to defeat them quickly and 
easily. 

13 
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This type of reasoning revealed a grave 
lack of knowledge and a dangerous under-
estimation of the enemy's strength. It 
also revealed an even more negative as-
pect: that there were among the leader-
ship people who accepted the principie 
of armed struggle, but considered it to be 
merely a technical and mechanical ex-
pedient. Such leaders, in effect, refused 
to consider armed struggle as a process of 
people's participation and as the funda-
mentally politicai undertaking which it is. 

The cleavage could not but have very 
negative consequences in the future. 
ln fact, it would be difficult for an organ 
which did not assume such an integral 
approach to the armed struggle to lead it. 
This is immediately obvious if on!! con-
siders an important corollary of this 
position: that the army is merely an exe-
cutive body assigned the task of liquida-
ting as many enemy soldiers as possible 
but not conceming itself with politics! 

the armed strugg/e 

An agreement on the necessity of armed 
struggle having been reached, however, 
preparations for its launching were begun 
-including the mobilisation of the people 
by the Department of Internal Organi-
sation and the creation of logística! and 
tactical pre-conditions by the Department 
ofDefence. 

On the 25th September, 1964, the armed 
struggle was launched. The first combat 
took place in Chai in Cabo Delgado Pro-
vince and was quickly followed by opera-
tions in the other provinces of Zambezia 
Niassa and Tete. Acting with flexibility, 
undertaking operations against targets far 
apart from each other, the first guerrilla 
units succeeded in frustrating the enemy's 
plans for repression which had been laid 
out long before. lt was these militants, 
badly equipped, but with a high sense of 
determination and patriotism, who created 
the conditions for the consolidation of 
the armed struggle. 

The increased number of ambushes, the' 
attacks against isolated Portuguese posts, 
the fact that these fighters held the ini-
tiative anr! attacked the enemy in many 
different places without becoming targets 
themselves, immediately placed the Portu-
guese on the defensive. They were forced 
to concentrate their troops in a limited 
number of places in order to diminish 
their vulnerability; they abandoned the 
small isolated administrative posts; they 
reduced the circulation of vehicles on the 
mined roads where our fighters were ac-
tive. ln this way they lost control over 
increasingly large regions and consequently 
ou r fighters could circula te freely, openly 
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The first 
«Ün September 20, 1964, we were inforrned 
that the Central Cornrnittee had decided that 
the armed struggle should start on the 25th. 
I was one of the operational leaders in Cabo 
Delgado and I was entrusted wtth the task of 
directing the attack on the post of Chai. 

My unit had 16 weapons: 6 sub-rnachine 
guns, 6 rifles and 4 automatic pistols. We 
selected a group of 12 comrades and set out 
to our target. On the rnorning of the 25th we 
arrived at the township of Chai. We went 
barefoot for fear that we should be discovered 
because of our boots. 

I told one comrade who was in uniforrn to 
put on civilian clothes and go out to recon-
noitre the township. I bandaged his foot so 
that he could feign illness. He carne with the 
necessary information -where the post and 
the house of the Chefe do Posto were located. 

hospital 

house of the manager of Sagal -

combst 
I rnade a plan of attack. One rnachine-gun 
would neutralise the Afriean troops in the 
secretariat. I decided to concentrate the 
attack against the house where the Chefe do 
Posto and the officers were. I gave each corn-
rade his position for the attack. They were to 
rernain under the mango tree carnouflaged. 
At 1600 hours we carne out into the open, at 
1800 hours we were at the post, in position. 
At 1900 hours we advanced until we reached 
the house of the Chefe do Posto. 

Sornetirne later, a Portuguese guard carne and 
stationed himself at the door of the house, 
seated on a chair. I approached the guard. My 
shot would be the signal for the other cornrades 
to attack. At 2100 hours I frred at the guard 
and killed hirn. When the Chefe do Posto 
heard the shots, he opened the door and carne 
out -he was also killed. Apart frorn him, 6 
other Portuguese were killed in this frrst attack>>. 

we odvanced until -/( 

contact the population and develop the 
organisation necessary to successful armed 
struggle. 

This development did not come as a sur-
prise to us. What we did not foresee at 
fust was the fact that, a few months after 
the launching of the armed struggle, we 
would have had to assume so vast a num-
ber of tasks regarding the people. 

Thus, the Portuguese, unable to get at the 
guerrilla units, had concentrated their 
repressive actions against the civilian po-
pulation. They carried out endless bom-
bings in order to prevent the population 
from moving and cultivating, with the 
aim of creating famine in the liberated 
regions. Moreover, they evacuated ali the 
colonialist traders from these regions in 
order to remove the source of those 
manufactured goods indispensible to the 
lives of the people, a situation which was 
aggravated by the fact that the forced 
labour and the forced growing of casli 
crops introduced by the colonialists had 



83

'We women have the right to . fight' 

«MY family is from Namau, 
district of Mueda in Cabo 
Delgado. We were seven chil-
dren, and life was very diffi-
cult for us. My father worked 
in the shop of an lndian 
trader, where he earned 195 
escudos (US $6.50) per 
month. We had a very small 
piece of land, but we hardly 
had time to grow any crops 
on it, because we wer~ forced 
· to work in the fieldS of the 
companies, growing cotton. 

Even the priests were bad. 
My cousin Jose Lucas was a 
teacher in the Lipelua Mis-
sion. Once he was iii and 
could not take classes for 2 
days. At the end of the 
month the priests refused to 
pay his wages, alleging that 
he had missed work for two 
days. My cousin then refused 
to work in the mission any 
longer. ln reprisal, the priests 
ser.! the police to arrest my 
cousin. 

The Portuguese are very bad. 
They used to come to our 
villages, enter our houses and 
steal chickens, cereais, any-
thing. lf anyone dared to 
protest, he was arrested and 
beaten. 

abused 

'There was a time when they 
launched a campaign for the 
children togo to the mission's 
school. But it was a lie;they 
wanted the children in order 
to put them to work on the 
mission shambas and in the 
colonialist's houses. 

Women were not respected, 
even married women were 
abused in front of their hus-
bands. lf the husband reacted 
or she refused, both of them 
were badly beaten. 

The colonialist's argument was 
that it was an honour for a 
black woman to· be wanted 
by a white man. I could tell 
you many more evil things 
to which we were subjected 
by the colonialists. 

ln 1962, when I was in the 
hospita.l at the lmbuho mis-
sion, an old man carne who 
talked to us secretly, saying 
that the Mozambicans had 
created an Organisation called 
FRELIMO to fight the Portu-
guese and win back our free-
dom. We listened very atten-
tively. 

Later in 1963, my father 
carne. He called me and my 
sister, and explained to us 
about FRELIMO, warning us 
to maintain absolute secrecy. 

ln 1964 there was already a 
great deal of FRELIMO ac-
tivity in our region. The 
FRELIMO organisers told us 
that we should prepare every-
thing to go to the bush be-
cause soon the Portuguese 
would start arresting and mas-
sacring the people owing to 
our support for FRELIMO. 

Two days !ater we went to 
the bush. And some days 
!ater, on the 25th of Sep-
tember, the war started in ou r 
region. 

The people were given the 
task of blocking the roads 
with big trees and holes. We 
also cut telephone wires and 
cut down the poles. 

Since that time I have been 
very active in FRELIMO. The 
first mission that I and the 
other girls were sent on was 
to go through the villages and 
explain and mobilise the peo-
ple for war. We explained 
what F R E LI MO is, why we 
have to fight and who are the 
enemy. We also encouraged 

the boys and girls in the vil-
lages to join our forces. Later 
on the late Comrade Kan-
khomba taught us reconnais-
sance and security work, to 
detect enemy agents who tried 
to infiltrate ou r zones. 

When we girls started to work 
there was strong opposition 
against our participation. Se-
cause that was against our 
tradition. We then started a 
big campaign explaining why 
we also had to fight, that the 
FRELIMO war is a people's 
war in which the whole peo-
ple must participate, that we 
women were even more op-
pressed than men and that we 
therefore had the right as well 
as the will and the strength 
to fight. We insisted on our 
having military training and 
being given weapons. 

the women's tasks 

was in the first Women's 
Detachment which was given 
military training in 1967. Our 
Central Committee .had sup-
ported our full participation. 
Since then, the Women's De-
tachment has been very active 
fighting, transporting material 
to the advanced zones, or-
ganising production and par-

ticipating in the health ser-
vices. 

I have already taken part in 
many battles. Some of the 
most important were: an 
ambush against a convoy on 
the Namaguanga-Muidumbe 
road on 15th July, 1967, 
where we destroyed 2 lorries 
and killed many of the enemy. 

An artillery and infantry at-
tack against the Nangololo 
post: 2 houses were destroyed 
and their helicopter carne  4 
times to collect the dead and 
take the wounded to the hos-
pital at Mueda. During the 
1970 enemy offensive, I par-
ticipated in 2 ambushes, one 
on the Mueda-Mocimboa da 
Praia road, the other on the 
Nacatar-Mueda road, resul-
ting respectively in 4 lorries 
and 3 lorries destroyed. Last 
year (1971) my unit destroyed 
3 lorries in an ambush on the 
Muatide-Mueda road. I also 
took part in one big attack 
against the Muidumbe post 
in 1971, in which our artillery 
and infantry forces destroyed 
many houses. The helicop-
ter carne 7 times for the dead 
and wounded. Shortly after 
that attack the enemy eva-
cuated the post definitively. 
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almost completely erased the artisan tradi-
tions of the people. Finally, to accen-
tuate insecurity and terror, colonialist 
soldiers made incursions into our regions, 
and quite· simply murdered people. Such 
a situation deterrnined new tasks for the 
guerrillas, tasks which had not been fully 
envisaged previously. 

lt was necessary in the first place to en-
sure the security of the population with-
out which they would fmd themselves in 
the dilemma which the colonial arrny 
sought to create: either to seek refuge en 
masse in neighbouring countries, or be 
captured and herded into 'protected vil-
lages' which the Portuguese were creating 
based on the American model of strategic 
hamlets. 

The  first measure which our fighters took 
was to transfer the population from their 
traditional villages which were open and 
therefore vulnPrable to air attacks, into 
new villages deep in the bush. After-
wards it was necessary to regulate the 
movements of the people: escort them 
on their way to the fields or to get water 
and also to contrai their circulation to 
prevent the infiltration of enemy agents. 

ln order to undertake these tasks, it was 
necessary to create a structure which 
could ensure internal organisation and the 
diffusing of directives from the leading 
organs of the organisation. Because of 
the many unexpected tasks which ap-
peared, it was not possible to establish 
a new structure able to cope with ali 
these problems. For this reason, the sarne 
structures that were used for the work of 
mobilisation were used. As leaders among 
the people, we placed those who had 
done the mobilisation  work during the 

7 <,. r ''·. ·. • I' 
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preparatory phase. But in fact those 
people had no politicai forrnation and 
had limited themselves to mobilising the 
people according-to the model of neigh-
bouring countries. Even the name by 
which they called themselves was taken 
from the neighbouring ex-British colonies, 
«Chairrnen». With the çlevelopment of 
the struggle and the growing participation 
of the masses, the «chairmen» were in-
vested with large responsibilities for which 
they were not prepared. 

mass engagement 

Nonetheless, the people were participating 
more and more. At the levei of the libe-
ration army, the appearance of large 
regions wrested from the control of the 
enemy facilitated the establishment of 
training camps where young people who 
wanted to join the liberation arrny flocked 
in large numbers. Simultaneously, the 
free contact between the arrny and the 
people allowed for growing popular sup-
port, for example, in the field of ob-
taining inforrnation regarding enemy move-
ments. The development of the struggle, 
the extension of the war to new fronts, 
meant moreover, that larger quantities of 
material had to be transported; the sup-
port of the people in this field was in-
valuable. Thus, for anyone entering the 
semi-liberated regions for the first time, 
the most striking impression would be the 
sight of a long line of people -young, 
old, men and women -continually on 
the time, loaded with supplies for the 
front, under the escort of guerrillas. 

At the sarne time, combat techniques 
were being perfected and new weapons 
introduced. ln fact, the development of 
the combat capacity of the liberation 

«I was called from my 
base to the provincial 
base on the 9th of July 
1968. When I arrived, 
I was told that I was to 

_..,..__
11 
command a unit in an 

artillery attack against Mueda. The main 
target was to be the airfield. The plans 
had already been drawn up by the Pro-
vincial Section of Operations. We studied 
the plan together. Then I went with my 
unit to the artillery base. We requested 
mortars and cannons and a large amount 
of ammunition, and informed the Chief 
of Operations that we were ready. 

The whole unit went to a pre-determined 
place and we sent a group for reconnais-
sance. The reconnaissance group carne 
back and suggested a place from where 
to launch the attack. lt seemed to us 
that it was too far from the target: we 
therefore sent a 2nd unit. I myself went 
with the 2nd group. We located a better 
position, much nearer the airfield. I 
called the heads of the platoons for a 
final discussion on the plans for the 
attack. 

On the 16th August, at 8.00 a.m. I went 
to the position with the platoon and 
section commanders. I .told them the 
places their soldiers should occupy. 

At 2.00 p.m. the whole unit joined us 
there carrying the mortars and cannons. 
As the position was very high and visible, 
we mounted the cannons below and left 
them there. At 4.00 p.m. ali the platoons 
were in place. We lifted the cannons up. 
At 5.00 p.m. ali the groups and weapons 
were in position, ready. At 17.31 we 
started the attack. lt lasted about 35 
minutes. The place we had chosen was 
very high, and we could see exactly where 
the shells were falling. The enemy was 
caught absolutely by surprise. For severa! 

days they had been concentrating their 
forces in Mueda; we believe it was in 
order to launch an offensive in Muatide. 
There were many planes in Mueda on that 
occasion. When we arrived, the first 
reconnaissance unit reported 1 reconnais-
sance plane and 5 bombers. Later on 8 
more planes arrived, while we were pre-
paring the attack. 

12 aircraft were set aflame. We saw 
them from our observation post. The 
enemy did not react, only much later, 
when we had already left the place. 
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«At the beginning of July (1971) my 
unit was called to the Cabo Delgado Pro-
vincial Base. My being called had to do 
with enemy movements in the area. We 

arrived at the base on the morning of the 
14th July. Everybody was ready to go 

out on a combat mission. I presented 
myself to the chief of the base, who told 
me that my group should join one of the 
artillery units which was leaving for 
Mtumbate. So we went. We were 
carrying severa! mortars. When we arrived 
the people told us that the day before a 

reconnaissance aircraft had been flying 
over that area for a long time and that 
it was possible that the enemy could be 
planning an attack. 

We therefore took positions. Sometime 
later enemy aircraft arrived. The head of 

my platoon ordered that when the heli-
copters tried to land, the mortars should 
be aimed at them. There was only one 
cleared place where the helicopters could 
possibly land; everywhere else around 
there was trees. So our artillery men 
aimed the mortars at that spot. 

First carne one reconnaissance aircraft, 
followed by 4 jets, 6 bombers and 6 
helicopters. They started bombing the 
area. We knew ai ready their tactics -
we waited. One helicopter carne lower. lt 

forces through the augmentation of their 
numbers and the utilisation of heavier 
weapons enabled the guerrilla to pass to 
a new state in the struggle. Important 
Portuguese posts, which until then had 
only been sealed off, could now be at-
tacked directly by our artillery forces 
equipped with mortars and !ater with 
cannons.  A great number of posts were 
assaulted in this manner and we were at 
last able to capture large quantities of 
military material from the enemy. This 
development was of great importance. 

Contrary to the myth that the enemy 
soldiers abandon their weapons in arder 
to escape more easily, the Portuguese 
soldiers deploy great efforts and even risk 
their lives in arder not to leave on the 
battlefield any weapons which can be 
used  by the guerriJlas. Morcover, thc 
enemy supply convoys used dozens of 
lorries at one time. Under these con-
ditions it was difficult for us to capture 
material unless we  deployed  considerable 
forces which  we re not always available 
for an ambush. 

was landing exactly at the spot we had 
foreseen. Our comrades fired the mor-
tars. One shell fell very near the heli-
copter and destroyed it. Another hei i-
copter about to land, on seeing the first 

one destroyed retreated. The aircraft 
bombed and strafed the area with ma-
chine-gun tire. They wanted to force us 

to leave the area, so that they could col-
lect the wreckage of the helicopter. But 
we remained firmly in our positions and 
threatened them with our anti-aircraft 
fire. Finally the enemy had to go away. 
We together with the population then 
took the wreckage to a safe place in the 
bush after having taken photos which 
would enable us to identify the helicopter_ 
!t was an «AIIouette 3» French-made. 
Next day the enemy returned but could 
not find anything. 

This situation changed in this second 
phase. of the struggle -the launching of 
large-scale attacks on Portuguese posts 
and their total destruction. Now with wea-
pon~ that we captured, we could start 
training the population and distribute 
weapons to them; this was a programme 
determi_ned by the need to defend the 
liberated regions and extend the struggle. 
The creation of people's militias derived 
from the development of the military 
situation and from the opportunities 
which arose for the organisation of the 
masses; this measure in tum, having 
secured  the defence of the liberated zones 
against enemy incursions, freed the guer-
rillas to extend the fighting to new zones. 

the cha/lenge 

The developmenl and consolidation of 
liberated regions, the creation of zones 
where colonialism had no control nor 
possibilities of influence. led to the con-
stitution of a  new life, of a society which 
at the  beginning was constructed along-
side the old, but which gradually dis-

placed it. Ironically, it was the colonia-
lists' programme of intimidation, outlined 
above, which accelerated this process. lf 
their intention had been to force the po-
pulation to flee or to go to the protected 
villages, the fact is that the challenge so 
presented led the people and the organi-
sation to restructure the whole of their 
lives on a new basis. 

If, as we have seen, the first measures of 
necessity concerned the very survival of 
the popula tion, soon other forms of 
sociallife also took shape. 

Following on the organisation of the 
peoples militias, we set up exchange 
centres where the people could bring their 
agricultura! produce and exchange it for 
manufactured goods imported from the 
exterior, like clothes, agricul tural tools, 
matches, soap, etc. Commerce with the 
exterior was not possible. without large 
agricultura! surplusses. Moreover, war 
conditions such as the intensification of 
air bombings, and the need to introduce 
new crops, imposed the necessity for 
reorganising production. Thus, side by 
side with the traditional methods of ag-
riculture, we established collective fields, 
where new production techniques could 
be introduced and the protection of the 
peasants could be better assured. 

In 1965, in Niassa Province we found on 
a Portuguese officer killed during the 
fighting, written orders which indicated 
that the only objective of the operation 
under lús command was the destruction 
of the people's crops. This scorched earth 
policy became systematic. A Portuguese 
deserter confirmed that the colonial arrny 
had generalised the classification of «death 
zones» to ali areas no longer under their 
control. However, the accent given to the 
development of production work over-
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The President of FRELIMO with Portuguese prisoners and deserters 
in liberated Mozambique. 

carne these terrorist methods and from 
1966 the people were able to produce 
more food for themselves. At the sarne 
time, production work took on an impor· 
tant politicai role: the collective work of 
the people from different regions and 
tribes reinforced unity. For the cadres 
and militants of FRELIMO, production 
became a means of strengthening liaison 
with the masses. As Comrade Samora 
Machel, President ofFRELIMO said «Pro-
duction is a school because it is one of 
the sources of our knowledge, and it is 
through production that we correct our 
mistakes. It is by going to the people, 
that we both learn and teach the people.» 

'They wanted me to kill my brothers, 
I was born in Montepuez, 
Cabo Delgado. I attended 
the St. Maria de Namune 
mission school for three years. 
I went to Nampula in 1966 
looking for a job. ln 1968 I 
was conscripted into the Por-
tuguesa army. After 6 months 
training in Nampula, .1 was 
sent to Marrupa, in Eastern 
Niassa. I was there for about 
6 months, until I got wounded. 
I was in a «Berliet» lorry, 
carrying combat rations to 
the Marrupa post. We were 
1 O altogether, 7 Africans and 
3 white soldiers. The lorry 
hit a mine and was blown up. 

Four African soldiers and 2 
whites were killed. The other 
white man and myself were 
seriously wounded. We were 
taken to Vila Cabral. They 
could not treat me there -I 
had many pieces of shrapnel 
in my brJdy and the hospital 
had verv deficient equipment. 
I was sent to the Nampula 
hospital. I stayed in the 
hospital for about a year. I n 
June 1971, I left hospital and 
was sent to Tete, to the Manje 
post. I n December of the 
sarne year ( 1971), I ran away 
from the post and carne to 
join FRELIMO. 

many killed 

The situation in the Portu-
guesa army is very bad be-
cause of FRELIMO. For ex-
ample, at the Manje post du-
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ring the 5 months I was there, 
7 «Berliet» lorries, one Uni-
mog and one jeep were des-
troyed. When I ran away, 
there remained only 2 « Ber-
!iets», 3 Unimogs and 1 land-
rover. And each vehic!e des-
troyed meant many killed and 
wou nded. I n the case of the 
jeep, for example, one sub-
lieutenant, 2 sergeants, 2 cor-
porais and one private who 
was driving were killed. Ali 
were whites except the driver. 
The jeep was blown up by a 
mine on its way from the 
post to a shop. When the 
news of the deaths reached 
the post, it caused total de· 
moralisation. The post com-
mandar -Captain Serafim -
telephoned Tete and ta!ked 
with the District Commander 
- a colonel. The captain as-
ked for his company to be 
moved to another place, as 
they were ali dying there. The 
colonel refused-he just said: 
«vou have to ho!d on». Next 
day, during parade, one Por-
tuguesa soldier accused the 
captain, saying: «This is your 

war, you, (meaning the offi-
cers) send us to the bush but 
you do not go there. Why 
don't you give up this dirty 
war and let us go back to 
ou r country? » 
The captain ordered his arrest, 
but the soldier took up his 
gun and aimed it at the cap-
tain. The latter wanted to 
call other soldiers to arrest 
him, but some of them, who 
were also on parade, also took 
their guns and aimed at the 
captain. The captain did not 
insist; he went to his house. 
A few days !ater he went away 
by plane. We never saw him 
again; we heard he had re-
turned to Portugal. 

Most of the African so!diers 
are only waiting for an oppor-
tunity to run away. We fol-
!ow the activities of F R E-
LIMO through the radio. The 
Portuguesa try to mobilise us 
by saying that we are fighting 
against Chinese who want to 
occupy our land because they 
are many and don't have a 
place to live. Or then they 
use tribalism - for example 
in Montepuez, in my region, 
which is inhabited by peop!e 
of the Macua tribe, they say 
that the war is being fought 
by the Makondes, who want 
to oppress and dominate the 
Macuas. They have severa! 
times killed the people of 
one village and called the 
people of the neighbouring 

villages to go and see. They 
tell them that this was done 
by the FRELIMO Makondes. 
These «mobilisation» sessions 
took place at the post every 
time there was a FRELIMO 
operation in the area. 

'pamphlet at my· door' 

ran away on the day when I 
went to visit mv wife. On 
!eaving the house in the mor-
ning, I found a FRELIMO 
pamphlet saying «Mozambi-
can soldiers in the Portu-
guesa army, you are suffering 
for nothing ... you are our 
brothers, equally oppressed, 
we must ali join in the sarne 
cause ... FRELIMO is figh-
ting to win · back freedom 
and independence from the 
Portuguese colonial ists who 
ens!ave our people . . . » I hid 
the pamphlet and went around 
the villages asking where the 
FRELIMO were. Nobody 
told me anything; everyone 
looked at me suspiciously. 
But I knew where the region 
controlled by FRELIMO was. 
So I went into the bush. On 
my way I was arrested by 
members of the population, 
who took me to the fRE-
LIMO base. I explained who 
I was, and what I had done. 
I was heartily welcomed by 
my brothers. 

I am now in the FRELIMO 
army, fighting for the libe-
ration of my people. 

-
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That is why production became an im-
portant element in the life of our mili-
tants and it is part of our theoretical and 
practical school programmes. The military 
units also have the task of producing 
when conditions enable them to do so. 
With the exception of the advanced zones 
where the enemy is still strong, ali military 
units produce their own food. We also 
established the basis for internal trade; 
under the protection of the figh ters, the 
population of the coast zones produced 
salt which they exchanged for agricultura! 
products. 

crucial choice 

It was in this field that the first decisive 
choices had to be made. With the im-
proved living conditions and the coming 
into being of forms of economic deve-
lopment, there arose a tendency among 
certain elements to try to restare econo-
mic practices of a capitalist type -based 
on the wlonial model -for their own 
personal benefit. This was particularly 
apparent in the organisi:1;:; of trade. 

At the sarne time, a similar attitude 
which was merely another facet of the 
sarne mentality, appeared in the chair-
men who, as we have already seen, had 
assumed the responsibility of organising 
and guiding the people. Whether through 
lack of politicai awareness or out of 
ambition, in their relations with the peo-
ple these chairmen started to copy the 
practices of the traditional chiefs or, 
much worse, of the Portuguese admini-
strators who had been driven out. Al-
though in some cases such imitation was 
due to their ignorance of any form of or-
ganisation other than the colonial one, 
for others it was well and truly a question 
of putting into effect a concept of the 
liberation struggle which meant merely 
replacing whites by blacks, an approach 
with which the name of Lazaro Kavan-
dame is elos ly associated. 

The decision on the position to be taken 
in these two respects constituted both the 
background and the most outstanding 
aspect of the crisis which took place in 
1968-69. 

Owing to the popular character of the 
war, there could be only one outcome to 
this confrontation: that which safe-
guarded the interests of the masses and 
opposed the resurgence of exploitation 
in our areas. The popular and revolu-
tionary content of our movement and our 
politicai line were thereby safeguarded, 
ensuring the continued support of the 
masses and the pursuit of the armed 
struggle. The fact that any other position 
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PRODUCTION ANO TRADE 
«Twenty-two kilos of sesame, fifty-three 
boxes of cashew nuts. Here's the voucher 
for Mzee Saidi. Vou can go -over there 
now for whatever you want to buy». 

At the textile hut, voucher in hand, Mzee 
Saidi was able to choose between about 
thirty different kinds of goods, including 
six different types of cloth and wraps, 
underwear, cooking pots, machets, axes 
and hoes, knives, salt, matches, paraffin 
soap, needles and thread. He could also 
place an order for any of thirty-five other 
goods, to be picked up on his next trip. 
which are on a list which includes such 
varied articles as scissors, lamps, batteries, 
fish nets, razor blades and note blocks. 

measure as far as certain goods are con-
cerned, because the development of handi· 
crafts will make it possible to solve certain 
problems internally. lndeed, in Cabo 
Delgado Province, fewer and fewer axes 
and hoes are being sold because the old 
blacksmiths, freed from the constraints 
of forced cotton cultivation or forced 
labour, have resumed their iron-working 
with fragments of shot-down planes and 
helicopters and destroyed vehicles. Agri-
cultura! implements are being made, wea-
pons are being repaired and  certain tradi-
tional weapons such as the «canhangulos» 
(wait-a-bits) charged with gunpowder, are 
also being made. 

cash crops 
The houses used as shops are simple huts 

thatched with palm leaves. Perhaps on Furthermore, not ali the articles sold in 
h is return six months I ater Mzee Sai di the shops are imported. Salt and fish, 
would not have found these huts at ali, for example, are produced by people 
but just goods displayed on planks fixed living by the coast and lakes who are spe-
to trees. However, Old Saidi knew that cialised in salt mining and fishing. 
he would not be cheated on weight or 

However, the vast majority of the goods 
measure, as in colonial times. He was in a on sale in the co-operatives are obtained 

FRELIMO shop. by trading our exports, which include a 
This everyday picture shows how the Por- relatively broad range of products. A-
tuguese trading system has been replaced mong the principal exports are cashew-
by institutions set up by F R E LI MO to nuts sesame and groundnuts and also wax 
solve the problem of providing manu- and tobacco. Groundnut exports are 

l.f~a~c~tu~r~e~d.a~r~t~ic~le~s~·.T~h~i~s.is~o.n~ly•a .. te•m~p•o•ra.r~v .... d.ec•r•e•a•si.n~g~, .. si•n•c•e .. m ... ore .. man.d .. •m•o•r•e .. a.re ....... • 
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• 

being used either in food or else for oil 
extraction, so as to concentrate on ex-
porting those products which have the 
highest commercial value. 

The following table gives a picture of the 
changing pattern of exports of principal 
products from Cabo Delgado: 

lncreased exports are due both to the 
expansion of the liberated areas and to 
improved agricultura! techniques. This is 
the work of the Politicai Commissars aided 
by the cadres in the Department, who in-

clude economists and agronomists. New 

crops have also been introduced. Cassava 

Groundnuts (Kgs.) 
Sesame 
Cashewnuts 

1969 

53,041 
414,782 
530,159 

1970 

77,589 
288,230 
608,734 

1971 

55,082 
526,163 
648,099 

Trading takes place in the FRELIMO 
shops and we plan to extend the network 
of shops to ali the liberated regions as we 
solve the major problem of transport. 
The monthly record of goods received at 
trading post C ...... gives an idea of the 
turnover of goods: 

Number of persons 

Goods received 

Sesame 
Groundnuts 
Cashewnuts, 1st quality 
Cashewnuts, 2nd quality 
Castor seeds 
Wax 
Tobacco 

3,405 

Kilos 

19,968 
2,964 
41,824 
8,421 
4,119 
15 

1,253 

would have served the interests of the 
enemy was more than demonstrated when 
Kavandame, having failed to achieve his 
purposes, went over the the Portuguese. 

However, the social reconstruction of the 
liberated regions was not limited to the 
organisation of the vital needs: equally 
important was organisation of education, 
one of the key-points of our programme. 
Soon after the launching of the armed 
struggle a group of old men went to Presi-
dent Mondlane and spoke in these terms: 
«We know that the war will be a long 
war and we are already old. We don't 
ask anything for ourselves, but it is 
necessary that our children go to school. 
We are ready for ali sacrifices, this is the 
only thing we ask from FRELIMO.» 

starting from scratch 

The setting up of an education programme 
entailed immense difficulties. The few 
schools which existed in ou r country were 
run by missionaries whom the Portu-

was introduced in Tete for the first time 
in 1970. 

As for the forms of organisation, there are 
three: 
F R E LI MO farms, o r national fields, 
organised by the Liberation Army, the 
Village Committees, the Women's De-
tachment, schools, hospitais and other 
FRELIMO bodies in order t o solve 
the problem of feeding the militants. 
ln some of these fields ali the workers 
are volunteers from the local popu-
lation. Part of the produce is sent to 
the advanced regions where the fighters 
are not yet in a position to grow crops. 

Co-operatives where the peasants are 
organised on a co-operative or mutual 
aid basis, under the aegis of the Politi-
cai Commissariat. This is the method 
encouraged, since collective work 

guese evacuated from the war zones at 
the beginning of the struggle in order to 
turn the buildings into barracks. We 
had practically no teachers, we had to 
access to those who knew only how to 

Principal exports, comparative figures 

(1969 - 1971) 

makes for greater security against 
enemy incursions and also more rapid 
technical advance. 

Individual plots on which the culti-
vator works alone or with his family. 

Handicraft is organised along similar I ines, 
with craftsmen's co-operatives which also 
serve as apprenticeship centres. This is 
the case for blacksmiths, potters and 
sculptors. The sculptors are organised in 
co-operatives which operate in relation 
either to the military bases for sculptors 
who are members of the Liberation Army 
or to the Village committees. Both these 
forms of organisation and the new social 
framework out of which they have grown 
are reflected in the content of artistic 
work which, together with traditional 
subjects, now depicts the new themes in-
spired by the revolutionary war. 

read and write in order to start our 
courses. lt was only slowly, through a 
system of seminars, that we succeeded 
in developing and raising the standard of 
new teachers. 

The need for an educational programme 
was felt even in the military field. ln 
fact, ata certain stage of the development 
effort, the administration of the com-
mercial centres, ali the many and varied 
tasks of national reconstruction could 
not be implemented without the spread 
of a certain levei of knowledge. Thus, 
simultaneously with the literacy courses 
in the army, we organised accelerated 
courses of 6 months, one year and two 
years in order to enable the more capable 
militants to finish primary education and 
take on bigger responsibilities. After-
wards, people were selected to go to our 
secondary school on the basis of the 
levei of politicai consciousness which they 
had demonstrated, on their dedication to 
the revolution and on their intellectual 
capacity. This system of selection proved 
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highly successful; it reduced dramati-
caJly the number of failures as compared 
with thosc students who had attended 
more conventional schools. 

The contents of the curriculum aJso de-
manded deep retlection and further ela-
boration. It was obvious that we had 
to eliminate subjects with a clear colo-
niaJist colour. (The history of Portugal 
for example). But the development of 
the educational work also showed that 
we could not organise our system by a 
mere touching up of an essentially Portu-
guese system. Our general line had to be 
conditioned by more fundamental ques-
tions: what is the objective of our edu-
cation? ln what way does it distinguish 
itself from the two other forms of edu-
cation prevailing in our society, i.e. tradi-
tional and colonial education? 

Again the answer to these two questions 
had to come from the general develop-
ment of the struggle and from the poli-
ticai growth of the organisation. It was 
the need for a new life and a more pre-
cise definition of our objectives in the 
liberated zones which gave to our edu-
cation programme, its form and content. 
Ou r education, as ou r President said in the 
message he addressed to the Second Na-
tionaJ Conference of the Department of 
Education and Culture in August, 1970, 

«must give us a Mozambican personaJity 
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We have achieved important successes in 
Eastern Niassa in the field of Education. 
Recently we opened 2 more schools, one 
in Marrupa and another in Lugenda. ln 
the pilot school we have 166 pupils. Last 
year ( 1971) there were about 100, out of 
which 88 took examinations. 29 pupils 
passed into the 2nd class; 20 passed into 
the 3rd class and 1 O to the gth class. 29 
failed their examinations. We still do not 
have teachers for the 4th class in Eastern 
N i assa. We therefore sent 6 of the 1 O 
students who finished 3rd class to Tun-
duru Camp, to continue the 4th class. We 
selected the best students. The other 4 
were given some training in pedagogy 
and were placed as teachers of the 1st 
class. Each one opened a new school. 
While they teach they can continue 
studying, and !ater on they will attend 
the 4th class. 

The teachers have a very heavy work -
they are also responsible for the cultural 
programmes, partic1pate in military action 
in emergency situations, are agents for 
health propaganda among the people (at 
this very moment there is a health edu-
cation course for teachers going on). 
organise production activities in the 
school, etc. Besides the pilot centre, we 
have 11 more schools in Eastern Niassa. 

which assumes our reaJity and assimilates 
critically and without servility the ideas 
and experiences of other people of the 
world at the sarne time transmitting to 
them the fruit of our retlection and prac-
tice». 

lt is necessary in tum to identify precisely 
the content both of traditional and colo-
nial education in order to fight against 
their effects in our mentaJity and in our 
social life. 

ln traditionaJ society, given the low leve! 
of knowledge which characterises it, 
superstition takes the place of science 
and blocks any scientific anaJysis of the 
physical and social milieu in favour of the 
supernatural. Through one of its mecha-
nisms for survival, traditionaJ education 
aims at creating in the new generations 
passivity and respect towards acquired 
ideas; it encourages the belief in the 
infaJlible wisdom of the older generations 
personified in the elders. With regard to 
women, tradition tries to justify histori-
cally women's submission to men. 

mental scars 

Colonial education is concerned with 
teaching only to the extent that it faci-
litates further exploitation. It aims at 
reinforcing division within the colonised 
society by separating  those who are edu-
cated and those who are not. Among the 
former it encourages a feeling of shame 
and !ater a despising of their culture and 
traditions. The marks left by this type of 
education is an even greater obstacle in 
the establishrnent of the new types of 
relations we want to create among people. 
Moreover, even when the struggle against 
the policy of assimilation does become 
clear on the plane of principie, it retains 
many more subtle effects and manifesta-
tions. For one may strongly reject the 
idea of becorning «a biack Portuguese», 
but it is nonetheless certain this idea will 
continue to breed inferiority complex a-
mong many Mozambicans. The con-
viction that our traditonaJ culture has 
no vaJue has been for a long time deeply 
inbedded in the minds of many of our 
people. For these reasons it has been 
necessary to launch an intensive and 
self-conscious combat against such a men-
taJity. lt was with this aim in mind that 
the Department ofEducation and Culture 
organises cultural seminars where an in-
ventory is made of the cultural weaJth of 
our people. 

Today a new culture is being developed 
based on traditional forms with a new 
content dictated by our new reaJity. This 
reality is constituted first of all by the 
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liberation struggle itself, but also, by the 
common effort of Mozambicans origi-
nating from different places and tribes 
who are united in the struggle for the 
construction of a new Mozambique. From 
this point of view, culture plays an im-
portant role in the reinforcement of na-
tional unity. The dances which are per-
formed today in the liberated regions are 
no longer dances of Cabo Delgado, or 
Tete or Niassa. The rnilitants from other 
regions there bring their way of living, 
their dances, their songs, and from this a 
new culture, national in its forrn and 
revolutionary in content, is bom. 

"destined leaders" 

Revolutionary education must aim at 
destroying the corrupt ideas and habits 
inherited from the past; develop the 
scientific spirit in order to eliminate 
superstition; promote the emergence of 
a national culture; liquida te individualism 
and elitism. 

These are not abstract problems: a hard 
struggle had to be waged inside the organi-
sation against those tendencies when a 
superiority complex which was the result 
of an elitist mentality developed in our 
secondary school. lmbued with the ideas 
acquired in the colonialist society that 
those who had education were destined to 
be leaders, some pupils of the secondary 
school, contemptuous of the masses, re-
fused to participa te in the war which they 
considered as a non-intellectual activity, 
they preferred to sit back and wait for 
victory in comfort. 

The problem which is posed today is 
whether the progress of our country is 
the task of a few or whether it must be 
the result of the effort of the whole 
people. The answer which springs from 
the practice of our liberation struggle is 
obviously the latter. Without the active 
and responsible participation of the masses 
what could the few dozen FRELIMO 
rnilitants have done? Our choice leads 
us also to reject formal academic edu-
cation as the only legitimate kind of 
learning and to emphasize instead broader 
and more permanent forms of education. 
This shift in emphasis is also necessary if 
we are to undertake the general education 
activity which is implicit in our politicai 
programme. 

It is obvious that such cultural con-
ceptions bring potential politicai contra-
dictions to the fore, both domestically 
and on the international plane. For the 
«enlightened» minority which would lead 
our country would be the best guarantee 
of the maintenance of exploitation and 

Social assistance for war victims" 
«One of the first problems we tried to 
solve in the field of social assistance, was 
the case of children whose parents had 
died in the war, or whose parents had no 
conditions to take care of them. lt is 
a serious problem, because if they are 
given to their uncles or other relatives, 
the children will be used as cheap manual 
labour. lt was thus traditionally, before 
the war in this region of Eastern Niassa. 

ln 1970 we registered ali orphans and old 
people who had nobody to look after 
them. We gathered ali the children in a 
place with some women to take care of 
them. But we had no experience -we 
limited ourselves to giving them food. 

When comrade Josina Machel was ap-
pointed Head of the Section of Social 
Affairs, she came to our Province and we 
studied together the situation. She gave 
us a very precise orientation -and it was 
on the basis of those directives that we 
founded the children's centre which is 
called today «Josina Machel Infantaria». 

We started with 8 children. At the begin-
ning we had problems -the population 
could not understand the importance of 
the Centre. But gradually they under-
stood. The first children were 8  - 10 

" the  preservation of foreign in terests in 
Mozambique. It is therefore not sur-
prising that, as with other fighting or-
ganisations, Mozambican students in the 
westem countries are subjected to ali the 
reactionary pressures and influences which 
promote elitist sentirnents. This remains 
for us a continuing problem. 

One method which we have adopted in 
order to discourage the development of 
such elitist ideas is the encouragement 
of a liaison between the student and the 
masses. Thus, one of the most important 
innovations in our school syllabus has 
been the introducing of productive acti-
vities. Moreover, this has a second bene-
fit beyond the crucial socio-political as-
pect which we have been underlining: 
it also ensures that primary education is 
at least partly O;Jerational, i.e. that it 
brings some benefits to the students and 
to their families by including the teaching 
of such artisan skills as carpentry, mecha-
nics, tailoring, etc. 

The education programme faces other 
difficulties as well, among them the re-
sistance on the part of parents to sending 
their daughters to school. Parents tend 

years old. As they were already of 
school age, we sent them to the pilot 
school, where they became boarders. At 
the Centre we now receive only small 
children. When they are 7 years old, they 
are transferred to the pilot school. The 
main problem is food, specially baby's 
milk. Here we are much dependent on 
externa! aid. 

The disabled and sick people without a 
family also get special attention from 
FRELIMO. lt is the District Committee 
or the Local Committee that looks after 
them. lf they have a shamba, the Com-
mittee ensures that it is conveniently 
tréated. They receive ali they need -
food, clothing and necessities such as 
salt, soap, matches, etc. 

Ou r aim regarding the military people who 
are mutilated but not completely dis-
abled is to rehabilitate them socially. 
But we are still not in a condition to 
have rehabilitation centres. Therefore, 
we take them to the most secure zones 
and place them in schools, hospitais or 
artisan centres. While they help in the 
general work, they learn how to read and 
write and acquire some notions of nur-
sing or any artisan skill. 
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.-------------------------------------------------~!0 consider their daughters in terms of 
the wealth they will gain from dowries 
at the time that the girls marry. The risk 
that the girl's chance for a profitable 
marriage will be spoilt by her going to 
school makes many parents refuse to 
send their daughters there. And initiation 
rites have a similarly negative role. ln 
many regions, after the initiation rites, 
the girls must stay at home awaiting 
marriage, a practice which means the 
definitive cessation of their education. 
The Politicai Commissariat and the Wo 
men's Detachment are involved in the 
work of mobilising people and explaining 
the advantage of education in order to 
change this negative attitude of the pa-
rents towards their daughters. 

The health programme which has been 
developed began with the first medical 
units attached to the guerrillas. That 
unit's main task was to treat the wounded 
fighters. But it soon became apparent 
that the most serious health problems 
were among the population. ln large 
areas of Mozambique, the people had 
never even seen a nurse, let alone a doc-
tor. Medical personnel were always con-
centrated in areas with a high density of 
Europeans. 

The enemy air bombings which caused 
casualties amongst the people consider-
ably aggravated this situation, and forced 
our health units to concentrate their ef-
forts on the population. It was imme-
diately evident that their numbers were 
much too small for this task, and we had 
to o rganise rapid courses to train first-aid 
personnel. Only !ater were we able to 
organise courses for medical assistants. 
Once again, in elaborating our program-
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THE HEALTH SERVICES 
The old lady who carne with her daughter-
in-law for treatment at the N .... . First 
Aid Post had been hit the previous day 
by projectiles fired from a Portuguese 
helicopter, and it was only due to the 
immediate arrival on the scene of militia-
men that she had come out of it with two 
minor injuries. Her old husband had 
fared rather worse with a broken leg, and 
was being transferred to the Central Pro-
vincial Hospital. Glose by the two wo-
men, a fighter had just had a slight battle 
wound treated. 

Despite their misfortune, they were still 
lucky to happen on a good period, since 
the post had medicines in stock. lndeed, 
despite the distinct progress made re-
garding supplies, the medicines and health 
equipment available are very scant for 
tackling the serious situation inherited 
from colonialism, which has been further 
aggravated by the repression. 

hamlets), where health conditions are 
more than precarious and epidemies a-
bound. Besides large-scale smallpox vac-
cination which has already been given to 
hundreds of thousands of inhabitants of 
the liberated areas, smaller vaccination 
campaigns have also been organised a-
gainst tetanus, measles, poliomyelitis, tu-
berculosis, typhus and cholera. The 
greatest difficulty in this respect is the 
lack of equipment for  this type of cam-
paign, like vaccinators and refrigerators. 

Still in connection with preventive medi-
cine, patients suffering from such conta-
gious diseases as leprosy are isolated and 
two quanantine· stations have been estab-
lished for them in Niassa Province. 

lt has proved possible to reduce the very 
high infant mortality rate to some extent 
by eliminating two of its major causes: 
umbilical tetanus and post-natal malaria. 
Other causes, such as the Jack of proper 
foods, can be eliminated only in the 
long run by improving the diet of new-
born babies and advancing the work of 
the child care centres. 

the network 

Added to the diseases most prevalent in 
the areas which are today liberated -
beriberi, malnutrition, anaemia, parasitic 
diseases, conjunctivits, scabies, ringworm, 
trachoma, dental caries, malaria, yaws, 
tuberculosis, leprosy, sleeping sickness, 
smallpox, hydrocelia, rheumatism, mea-
sles, goiter, bilharziosis _ there are now Curative medicine is provided at the 
war wounds and their after-effects, teta- health centres set up throughout the 
nus, etc. These are a result of battles or, liberated areas. The first Provincial Hos-
much more often, of enemy bombing pi tal was established in Cabo Delgado Pro-
and strafing directed against the people. vince in 1968, soon to be followed by the 

establishment that sarne year of other 
The FRELIMO Health Services are facing mobile regional hospitais in the western 
up to this situation with both preventive and eastern regions of Niassa Province. 
and curative programmes. The former The Regional Hosp'ital _in the southern 
includes a permanent health education region of that province was !ater estab-
campaign which is carried out throughout lished. After the struggle was launched in 
the liberated regions with the active par- Tete Province, a Provincial Central Hos-
ticipation not only of the Health Services, pita! was established in that province. 

but of ali FRELIMO bodies -military These hospitais, which are the main 
bases, village committees, schools, etc. health centres, completed the network of 
During the holidays school-children ac- medium-sized and smaller health posts 
companied by teachers go into the vil- already created. These are the stationary 
!ages armed with health education hand- or mobile District Medical Posts (PMD) 
books to tell the people the essential pre-
cepts of preventing the infectious diseases and First Aid Posts (PPS). The estab-
most common under tropical conditions. lishment of such posts depends on the 
1 n addition, patients who are hospitalised population density. For instance, in the 
are given training which enables them to eastern and western regions of Niassa 
become active health education agents in Province there is in each region: 

their villages on their return home. 1 Regional Central Hospital (HCR) 

The Health Services also organise mass 7 District Medical Posts (PMD) 
vaccination campaigns for the militants 9 First Aid Posts (PPS) 
and the people, especially those freed 1 quarantine station 

from enemy «aldeamentos» (strategic whereas in Cabo Delgado Province, with 
._ _______________________________________________________ _ 
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its very much greater population density, 
we have: 

1 Provincial Central Hospital (HCP) 
17 District Medical Posts (PMD) 
60 First Aid Posts (PPS) 

The medical and para-medical staff in 
that province (Cabo Delgado) alone, 
ranges between 325 and 340 persons. lf 
we recall that in 1968 the total number 
of health workers in ali t he provinces was 
less than 400, we will get an idea of the 
progress that has been made. 

Statistics on patient attendance during 
the last quarter of 1971 give a picture of 
a hospital's activity: 

Men 
Women 

Total 

Cured 

1,879 
2,284 

4,163 

Condition improved 
Condition unchanged 
Deceased 
Transferred to another Hospital 
Continued the treatment 
Tooth extraction or minor 

surgery 
I ntramuscular injections 
lntravenous injections 

1,008 
1,800 
83 
5 
3 

1,050 

214 
4,350 
3,382 

I n more serious cases ou r Health Services 
used to avail themselves of the cooperation 
of hospitais in friendly countries to which 
the wounded and seriously iii were eva-
cuated. However, with the progress of 
the war and the expansion of the liberated 
areas, our Health Services started to feel 
the need for a F R E LI MO hospital abroad 
which could also serve as a training centre. 

On 16 June, 1970, ten years to the day 
after the Mueda massacre in which six 
hundred Mozambicans were slaughtered 

in cold blood by the Portuguese, the 
President of F R E LI MO opened the 
Américo Boavida Hospital, named after 
the first Angolan doctor to fall_on the 
field of honour. With a staff of 37 per-
sons including two doctors, one of whom 
is a surgeon, the Américo Boavida Hos-
pital permanently cares for dozens of 
patients with its infirmaries, laboratory, 
pharmacy, operating block and outside 
consul_tations. 

mes we adapted the teaching to meet our 
present requirements. 

There were additional health difficulties 
created by the transfer of people into 
new villages in the bush for security rea-
sons, at the time of vicious enemy incur-
sions. And to further complicate matters, 
a smallpox epidemie broke out in I 965 
which couid only be controlled by a 
massive innocuiation campaign. However, 
in its first phase alone, the campaign 
witnessed the vaccination of more than 
I 00,000 people. This success based on the 
high politicai levei of the masses and the 
solidity of our structures, far exceeding 
any similar project that the Portuguese 
had undertaken! 

ln spite of ali the difficulties, we were 
thus able to establish a stable network of 
facilities inside the country, starting with 
the health posts at district levei and later 
with central hospitais at provincial or 
regional levei. At the sarne time we deve-
loped mobile and semi-mobile health 
units to reach a wider number of people. 

An important part of our health system 
is that the sick people are not passive 
when they are in hospital. If his physical 
condition and course of treatment per-
mits, the patient is engaged in pro-
ductive work, or follow a course in hy-
giene which enables him to become an 
agent of hygiene propaganda when he 
returns to his locality. By integrating 
the patient in the process of recon-
struction, we eliminate at the sarne time, 
the negative and depressing effect of 
passivity which is the traditional attitude 
of the patient. 

science and superstition 

We had to face many other difficulties as 
well, nameiy the strength of traditional 
medicine which in some regions was the 
only one being practised. The fight 
against anti-hygienic and anti-scientific 
practises was made difficult by the resis-
tance offered by the witchdoctors who 
saw their monopoly threatened. Much 
explanation and concrete work was neces-
sary to demonstrate the advantage of the 
scientific medicine which was being 
brought by FRELIMO. This is an im-

The progress of the Health Services, portant moment in the confrontation bet-
however, is being held up by the shortage ween science and superstition. 
of material and of qualified staff. ln Thus, the work ofnational reconstruction 
arder to alleviate the latter shortage, we represents originaliy an answer to con-
have sent students to study medicine in crete needs and situations. But the poli-
various countries and organised our own tical implications of the whole process 
nursing courses, which train an average of go far beyond. 

At the M ..... District Medical Post a two batches of 20 pupils each year, as 
total of 583 patients attended during that well as rural medical aids and first-aid For, first of ali it enables us to give a 
sarne period. assistants. concrete content to the politicai pro-

.~--------------------~-------------~wammefurmu~~d~iliefi~Coo~eu. 
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Health • 1n 

eastern .niassa 

The Health Services started 
in Eastern Niassa in 1965, 

with only 2 centres due to 
lack of cadres and medicines. 
Only in 1967, were we able 

to increase the number of 
posts and create a real struc-
ture. The structure compri-
ses today one Central Hospi-
tal, 7 District Medical Posts 
and 9 First-aid posts. The 
District Medical Posts are in 
direct liaison and depend on· 
the Central Hospital. The 
First-aid Posts come directly 
under the P.M.D. The gene-
ral co-ordination is done by 
the Central Hospital. 

As for Health Officials in the 
Province, there is a Regional 
Chief and his deputy, who, 
together with the secretary 
and the Chief Medical Assis-
tant, constitute the Permanent 
Health Committee. The Com-
mittee studies the medical 
cases of the region, the disci-
plinary problems of the health 
personnel, and orientates the 
programme of the Health Ser-
vices in the Province. ln each 
medical centre there are an 
average of 2 medical assistants 
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except in the Central Hospi-
tal where there are 6. 

Nearby the hospital there is 
a military base, with soldiers 
who patro: the region, defend 
the patients and evacuate 
them in case of enemy incur-
sion. Soldiers and medical per-
sonnel work side by side in 
almost ali the programmes -
including patrolling and pro-
duction. On ·the other hand, 
everybody is subject to the 
discipline established by the 
military base. 

The daily programme at the 
hospital, under normal con-
ditions, is as follows: 

Waking up at 4.00 a.m. 
Cleaning up to 5.00. From 
5  - 6 physical exercises. At 
six we disperse, according to 
our tasks. The medical assis-
tants and nurses go and treat 
the hospitalised people, steri-
lise the syringes and prepare 
ali the material. The people 
coming for consultation and 
treatment start arriving at 7 · 
a.m. ln the afternoon it is 
time for work in the fields. 
At night we have politicai or 

medical classes, talks on hy-
giene, and literacy classes for 
the internees who want and 
can attend them, and for the 
soldiers at the base. The me-

dical assistants who arrive 
from the exterior must under-
go three months of practical 

work in the Central Hospital 
for us to know their politicai 
and technicallevel: afterwards 
they are placed in different 
posts according to their quali-
fications. 

ln each hospital there is an 
on-duty officer who super-
vises the work of the Hospi-
tal and is on call for 24 hours. 
There is also a Chief of Sup-
plies and one comrade res-
ponsible for cooking. The 
first is responsible for the 
distribution of food to the 
Hospital and base. He works 
in collaboration with the me-
dical assistants on the ques-
tion of diets. 

rooted in the people 

Our Central Hospital has al-
ready been in the sarne zone 
for three and ·a half years. 
This means that it is deeply 
rooted in the life of the peo-
ple. Besides the out-patients, 
numbering about 20 - 30 
persons a day, we h ave about 
30 beds for in-patients. These 
are divided into several cate-
gories : 

1) Those who come from 
very far, sent by the First-aid 
posts because they cannot be 
treated there. 
2) The very serious cases. 
3) Those who have to fol-
low a certain course of treat-
ment - like tablets or in-
jections several times a day at 
fixed hours, or special diets. 

The 30 beds are insufficient 
cmd we are working to in-
crease their number. 

One important point is that 
the people of this region had 
never known a hospital or 

experienced any kind of me-
dical -scientific treatment 
during the colonial time. The 
nearest hospital was 5 days 
away. This has resulted in 
the problem of our having to 
fight the tendency of the 
population togo to the witch-
doctors rather than consult 
the Hospital. ln this respect, 
the comrades of the Women's 
Detachment have played a 
very important role, convin-
cing the people to come to 
the Hospital. The women 
also participate in the cam-
paign of health education 
launched by the Health Ser-
vices in the Province. 

many diseases 

The most frequent diseases 
in the Province are bad nut-
rition, bro'nchitis and skin di-
seases. There is also leprosy 
in this province. ln 1969 we 
started to tackle this problem 
We identified and registered 
ali the cases of leprosy. ln 
1971 we created a leproso-
rium - a place where the 
lepers live and receive medical 
care. We are faced with a 
social problem: the families 
do not want to I ive apart 
from them. But while the 
results of the treatment are 
apparent, the situation be-
comes better-now the lepers 
themselves ask for treatment 
and insist on going to the 
leprosorium. 

Even more serious is sleeping 
sickness. lt is very difficult 
to diagnose and its external 
symptoms appear only in the 
advanced phase. We are 
studying the problem. 

From November 1971 to Jan-
uary 1972, we identified 112 
cases of Bilharzia - in the 
zone of the Central Hospital 
alone. But we know that the 
nu mber of people affected by 
this illness is much higher. 
The fight against it is linked 
with the health education and 
hygiene campaign we have 
launched. 

IJ 
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At the sarne time, the liberated regions 
reinforce unity ·and homogenity. At the 
beginning of the struggle, when elements 
from other regions carne to participate 
in the struggle, they were considered as 
strangers -even if as strangers who carne 
to help. Yet in the process of the struggle 
and in the contact among the people 
which it demanded, the population star-
ted to feel that there were no foreigners, 
but that we were united in a common 
struggle. 

However, the situation became absolutely 
clear only in the process of concrete 
national reconstruction. It was not a 
question of being united to destroy. We 
were united in the construction of our 
country, even when participating in the 
development of a region which was not 
originally our home. 

It is not surprising then, that today the 
people have come almost to take this 
unity for granted; now no one asks that 
the leaders be from their own region: the 
only criterion is that such leaders be seen 
to have the interests of the people at 
heart. 

Such achievements have also enabled us 
to present, through the practice of FRE-
LIMO militants and the activities of the 
masses, a progressive model of society. 
At thesame time, the possibility to openly 
organise, to freely circulate, to exchange 
experiences, enabled a more homogeneous 
development of the organisation and of 
our country, further weakening the dan-
ger of unequal development of the re-
gions or of different sectors of activity. 

strength and cohesion 

Moreover, at a levei of the liberation 
army, the liberated regions enabled us to 
considerably enhance the strength of our 
organisation and to reinforce cohesion 
and internal discipline, thus preventing 
military units from becoming mere 
roaming bands. And the liaison with the 
masses was being reinforced through reci-
proca! solidarity. 

This progress is obviously important for 
a number of reasons. Such liberated 
regions serve, for example, as an attrac-
tive and convincing alterna tive to the peo-
ple in regions still con trolled by the 
enemy and J.re a source of encouragement 
to them. But above ali, the basic point 
remains: the liberated zones are playing 
a vital role in the clarification of our 
politicai line and thus the shaping of 
the Revolution in Mozambique. 

FOREIGN 
lf you ask a FRELIMO representative 
abroad what most struck him in the 
course of his work, he will no doubt tell 
you that it was the widespread ignorance 
among the general public of the nature, 
and even of the existence, of the colonial 
situation in Mozambique. 

Breaking the curtain of silence inten-
tionally thrown around Portuguese colo-
nial rule, exploding the myth of overseas 
provinces juridically as part of Portugal, 
a mystification which Portugal had little 
difficulty in selling to the world commu-
nity until the beginning of the sixties, 
and establishing friendly relations of soli-
darity with the anti-colonialist countries 
and forces in the world -these were the 
objectives FRELIMO set itself at the in-
ternational levei, since they affected the 
immediate implementation of its pro-
grammes. 

Portuguese action in the fifties was based 
on a mixture of propaganda on the uni-
que brand of multi-racialism they claimed 
to be practising anda policy of deliberate 
silence aimed at not attracting too much 
attention. This explains why the 1951 
constitutional reform in which the colo-
nies were renamed overseas provinces, so 
as to prepare the way for Portugal's entry 
into the UN, took place without arousing 
much comment. There not being much 
curiosity at that time, few foreign ob-
servers penetrated the curtain of silence, 
apart from journalists in the service of 
colonial propaganda, like those entrusted 
with theorising on « Luso-tropicalism». 

FRELIMO's information work, therefore 
started from scratch. lt had to make 
known the existence of the country, its 
geographical position and the predomi-
nant features of colonial exploitation. 
Even today some of our publications 
carry basic facts on our country which 
are still little known. This work was 
il')dispensable, since one cannot show 
solidarity for what one does not know. 

During this period such international 
platforms as the UN through its Com-
mittee on Decolonisation, and various 
international meetings like the confe-
rences of mass people's organisations, 
offered a valuable forum for informing 
the world. At the sarne time, publi-
cations addressed to world opinion were 
brought out in foreign languages. The 
regular publication of Mozambique Revo-

POLICY 
lution, organ of FRELIMO, aimed at 
making our country and our struggle 
known, dates back to that period. 

The most resounding blow to colonial 
silence was, however, the launching of 
the armed struggle for liberation in the 
three colonies. World.opinion was deeply 
affected by the horrors of the ensuing 
repression and the spotlight thrown on 
retrograde colonialism. 

However, the prime objective was es-
sentially that of launching an armed revo-
lutionary process which would lead to the 
complete liberation of the country. Ow-
ing to the concrete conditions of Portu-
guese colonialism and the experience of 
repression, the predominant if riot un-
animous conviction within our organi-
sation was that action at the international 
levei should olay a subordinate role and 
that while it was of course important, it 
should always be secondary in our strug-
gle. 

These, therefore, were the content and 
limits of our work abroad: denouncing 
coloniali.sm and developing relations with 
countries and peoples who supported our 
struggle, in order to create the conditions 
for launching and developing the armed 
struggle. 

Such relations were important, since it 
was thanks to this solidarity that we were 
able to train the first fighters and obtain 
the first arms. 

the main support 

ln this first phase, the support of two 
forces was decisive as regards externa! 
aid: the African countries and the so-
cialist countries. The creation of the 
Organisation of Afrioan Unity in 1963 
and the inclusion in its programme of the 
liberation of Africa as a priority objective 
constituted a powerful lever for inter-
national protest action. 

African countries have given substantial 
help since the start of our struggle, 
materially but especially logistically. The 
OAU has always recognised FRELIMO as 
the only representative of the fighting 
Mozambican people and fruitful relations 
of co-operation were established with the 
OAU Liberation Committee. However, it 
is to be hoped that new organic forms of 
co-operation will be found within the 
Organisation of African Unity, reflecting 
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the fact that the struggle we are waging is 
a common struggle. 

We look upon the socialist countries a!; 
our natural allies. Because of their poli· 
tical line, their experience of struggle 
and their principled anti-imperialist and 
anti-colonialist stand, they as a whole have 
given us considerable politi.cal and mate-
rial support, witRout which ou r struggle 
would not have reached its present stage. 
Developing these relations is, -for us, one 
of the cardinal points in ou r externa! rela-
tions, within the framework of streng-
thening the ties between ali the anti-
i~perialist forces. 

With the launching of the struggle and 
the changed c0nditions, it was essential 
to further mobilise friendly countries, so 
that their help should develop along with 
the development of the war. From this 
point of view, the successes achieved on 
the battlefield were a measure of the 
seriousness of our organisation and the 
determination of the fighters. 

nato -a major obstacle 

At the sarne time, one conclusion had to 
be drawn. Portugal was not in a position 
to pursue a war on three fronts relying 
only on its own resources. Aid from 
western countries, either bilateral or 
through NATO, became one of the main-
stays of the prosecution of the colonial 

war. As the situation developed, this aid 
was to become one of the major obstacles 
standing in the way of our country's libe-
ration. 

Moreover, with a view to strengthening 
these bonds and more closely involving 
its imperialist allies  in the colonial war 
Portugal had made some changes in it~ 
colonial economic policy. Large terri-
torial concessions and taxation facilities 
were granted to foreign companies. The 
flow of investments that followed drew 
western countries into closer association 
with Portuguese colonialism. 

Denouncing this multiform western capi-
talist aid to Portugal therefore became an 
urgent task at the international levei. 
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This was to a large extent the work of the 

Support Committees set up in. most of 

the western countries, made up of pro-

gressive militants, trade unibnists, politicai 

parties and young people of ali creeds 

who were deeply disturbed by the role 
·Of their country was playing in perpetua-
ting colonialism. Remarkable results 
were achieved in some cases, as in the 
campaign against Swedish participation 
in the Cahora Bassa scheme, for example. 

Even where collusion between economic 
enterprises and the armaments factories 
and bourgeois governments partially frus-
trated these campaigns, public opinion 
was nevertheless informed of the kind of 
interests at stake and of the support 
that their governments, under the influ-
ence of private economic interests, were 
giving to a colonial government. Fur-
themore, these campaigns made it possible 
to launch programmes to inform people 
about our country and our struggle and 
created the foundations for mil itant 
friendship and fighting identification bet-
ween our people and the progressive 
masses in capitalist countries in the strug-
gle against the common enemy: lm-
perialism. 

At the sarne time, in certain countries a 

public which had been thus mobilised 

made governments with traditional ties 

with Portugal dissociate themselves from 
its colonial policy and give a certain 
amount of material support to the libe-
ration struggle, as was the case with 
the Scandinavian countries and Holland. 

Among the new forces which have as-
sociated themselves with the fight against 
Portuguese colonialism, mention should 
be made of the World Council of 
Churches, which has given moral support 
and granted financial aid to the liberation 
movements. 

people's solidarity 

But perhaps the most significant aspect 
of this solidarity - in any case that 
which moves us more and has more far· 
reaching politicai effects for our struggle-
has been the development of forms of 

popular aid through the establishment of 
direct relations between our people and 
the peoples of certain western countries. 
There has been the twinning of the Cabo 
Delgado Central Hospital in a liberated 
region of Mozambique and the Santa 

~a ria Nu_~va. Communal Hospital at Reg-
glor Emilra rn ltaly, which significantly 
strengthened the ties between the masses 
of the people in both our countries. A 
similar initiative was taken with the es-
tablishment of a friendship pact between 
the com mune of Bologna and F R E LI MO's 
Education Centre at Tunduru. 

Relations of correspondingly far-reaching 
politicai importance have also developed 
with the democratic anti-colonialist Por-
tuguese forces. From the very outset we 
considered that our struggle was directed 
against Portuguese colonialism and not 
against the Portugl!lese people. lt was 
therefore natural that relations of co-
operation should be established with pro-
gressive Portuguese forces on the basis of 
fui I recognition of our right to immediate 
and complete independence. Apart from 
exchanging information, the first con-
crete forms of co-operation took place in 
connection with deserters from the colo-
nial army who presented themselves on 
the battlefield and were evacuated in 
co-operation with the forces 'opposed to 
the war. These organisations also did im-
portant work in denouncing the colonial 
war which, despi te the harsh conditions of 
pol ice repression, proved effective. I n-
deed, tens of thousands of young men 
have emigrated abroad to escape con-
scription. This solidarity was decisively 
strengthened by the direct action of anti-
colonialist Portuguese militants against 
the colonial war machinery, which started 
in October, 1970. 

The very nature of our war makes it a 
part of the general strúggle of the peoples 
for independence and freedom. Our full 
solidarity is therefore for ali the fighting 
peoples, from Angola to Indochina and 
Latin America. The closest relations are 
without a doubt, those developed with 
the peoples of the Portuguese colonies of 
Angola and Guinea Bissau, with whom we 
are united  by organic ties within the 
framework of the CONCP -Conterence 
of Nationalist Organisation in the Portu-
guese colonies. Relations are also being 
strengthened with the peoples and figh-
ting organisations of South Africa, Zim-
babwe and Namibia, relations born of a 
common destiny but also as a con· 
sequence of the close co-operation which 
exists between the white powers in Sou-
thern Africa, which has already reached 
the stage of military co-operation and 
direct intervention. 
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front cover of a geography book for second year primary schools written and published by frei imo 
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EDITORIAL 

FRELIMO OPENS 
A NEW FRONT 
The announcement that, on July 25th, FRELIMO began the armed strug-
gle in the Province of Manica e Sofala signals a particularly momentous 
event in the development of our struggle. 

One glance at the map tells part of the story. Not only does the opening 
of this new front mean that FRELIMO is now operating militarily in four 
of the nine provinces of Mozambique, but also that our blows are striking 
increasingly close to the heart of the Portuguese colonial monster. For 
Manica e Sofala is a rich province, one over-ripe with economic interests 
vital to the Portuguese and to their imperial partners. 

lt is also densely populated; in Manica e Sofala the prospect of "the 
people in arms" must be a truly frightening one for Kaulza de Arriaga 
and his henchmen. And in this province there also lies Beira, key to a 
network of exploitation which penetrates deep into the continent; in 
Manica e Sofala, for example, the roads and rails which service Rhodesia 
and Cahora Bassa will be even more nakedly exposed to our assaults. 
Clearly, fighting in this province raises the stakes of our struggle con-
siderably. 

This advance is also important for other reasons. lt tells us something 
not only about the "quantity" of our struggle-the number of provinces 
in which we are now operating-but also about the quality of that strug-
gle. For such progress has been made possible only because of the degree 
of consolidation achieved in the other provinces in which the fighting has 
raged in recent years. Such has been our success there that Cabo Delgado 
Niassa and Tete now provide strong and effective rear bases -both mili-
tarily and politically -from which forward movement can spring. More-
over, as the advance continues and as the Portuguese are stretched ever 
thinner on the ground and in the air, the consolidation of these other pro-
vinces will be even further guaranteed. 

Another lesson is one that our adversary is learning only slowly and pain-
fully: that our struggle is now well underway in ali parts of Mozambique. 
Thus we have not advanced into Manica e Sofala, as some would have it. 
FRELIMO has been active there over an extended period, justas we are in 
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other provinces where armed confrontation has not yet taken place. ln-
tensive and prolonged politicai work must always precede our decision to 
move to the next stage of struggle; when politicai conditions are mature, 
and logistical problems have been overcome, then the signal can be given. 
This has now happened in Manica e Sofala. But the armed struggle in any 
given province has its roots in the local people themselves -in their rising 
consciousness, in the growing strength of their organisation. With FRE-
LIMO acting as the catalyst, the people of every province are already at 
work bringing nearer the ultimate demise of Portuguese colonialism. 

ln ali these ways, the beginning of armed struggle in Manica e Sofala re-
affirms our growing strength and the further collapse of Portuguese power. 
Yet at the sarne time our very advance brings with it new dangers, new 
threats. 

Already the Rhodesiansare active in Tete and we know the close links that 
exist between the Portuguese and South Africans. South African and 
Rhodesian involvement is increasing in proportion to Portugal's reverses. 
Their newspapers reveal growing alarm about the Mozambican situation; 
and the strategic significance of our new successes in Manica e Sofala will 
not be missed by the racist powers. Then there are the imperialists beyond 
the boundaries of Southern Africa, whose interests in the region are in-
creasingly threatened. 

Ali this adds up to new tasks, new responsibilities and renewed efforts for 
FRELIMO. But they are responsibilities we have foreseen and for which 
we are prepared. 
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FRELIMO AT THE CONFERENCE OF EAST ANO CENTRAL AFRICAN STATES 

'We 
value 
Africa's 
aid' 

The 8th Summit Conference of East and 
Central African countries met in Dar es 
Salaam from the 7th to 9th September, 
1972. 

The agenda included cooperation in the 
fields of transport, the use of natural re-
sources, coordination with the OAU and 
the ECA, and support for the liberation 
struggle in Africa. The last item carne 
to be the dominant politicai theme of 
the conference. ln line with the spirit of 
the Rabat OAU Summit, the conference 
reflected the increased determination of 
the participating countries to fully assume 
their responsibilities towards the liberation 
struggle. At the opening session, Presi· 
dent Nyerere set the tone by stating: 
« lt is no longe r necessary for us to re-
peat our opposition to colonialism and 
racialism in Africa. lt is no longer neces-
sary to explain the fact, or the reasons 
for the fact, of our support for the free-
dom fighters ( ... ). lt is action which is 
required from East Africa now, not 
words». 

One of the most important aspects of the 
Conference was, in our view, the correct 
perspective in which the liberation strug-
gle was analysed. ln fact, the Conference 
did not limit itself to recriminations 
against colonialism, but gave special em-
phasis to the successes already achieved, 
thus creating the conditions for the more 
effective mobilisation of the African 
masses. 

The Conference culminated with a Pledge 
of Solidarity with the liberation struggle. 

FRELIMO's President addcessing the Conference 

Taking the floor at the closing session, 
the President of FRELIMO, Comrade 
Samora Machel, hailed the decisions taken 
by the Summit Conference. He said, 
«While addressing our warm congratu-
lations to the countries of East and Cent-
ral Africa for the important decisons 
taken here, we are interpreting. the fee-
lings of ali our comrades of the liberation 
movements. These  decisions have parti-
cular importance, because at this very 
moment our enemies, the Portuguese 
colonialists and the racist and fascist re-
gimes of South Africa and Rhodesia, are 
resorting to large scale crimes of geno-
cide aimed at hindering national resis-
tance». 

Further on, praising the unitary feeling 
prevailing at the Conference, the Presi-
dent of FRELIMO said, «FRELIMO will 
be unsparing in its efforts to consolidate 
unity at the national levei, at the levei of 
ali the authentic national liberation move-
ments of Africa, as well as among the 
independent and non-independent Afri-
can countries». 

Elaborating on the last point, Comrade 
Samora Machel stressed the nature of the 
relations-that must exist and be rein-
forced among the African peoples-rela-
tions of cooperation in the sarne combat, 
in which certain tasks are entrusted to 
each. The main responsibility in the 
struggle necessarily falis to us, the libera-
tion movements, «but the moral and 
material role of the independent African 
countries is also decisive. Our unity and 
its constant consolidation requires that 

ali of us, the peoples of both non-inde-
pendent and independent countries should 
know how to assume their responsibili-
ties.» 

The President of FRELIMO went on to 
stress the politicai significance of the 
support given by the African countries. 
He said: «The aid we receive from you is 
extremely precious for us. We are aware 
that it is the product of the effort and 
sweat and sacrifice of the people of your 
countries. We therefore respect that aid 
and value it immensely and we use it in a 
correct and effective way, inflicting severe 
blows on the enemy forces and buil-
ding a new society in the liberated areas». 
«For this reason,» ou r President conclu-
ded, «we feel entitled to speak frankly 
with the African countries. And we shall 
not hesitate to do so and to submit our 
requests for aid corresponding to each 
new phase of our struggle, so that our 
struggle may not be impeded by material 
difficulties.» 

Proving the necessary interrelatedness bet-
ween the common efforts and the results 
the President of FRELIMO announced 
the opening of a new front in Mozam-
bique on the 25th July, 1972, in the 
Province of Manica e Sofala. 

F R E LI MO and the Mozambican people 
followed the work of the Conference 
attentively. And we believe that it was 
an important step forward in increasing 
the understanding of the problems of the 
liberation struggle and strengthening Af-
rica's fighting unity. 

3 
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WAR REVIEW 
On the 23 December, 1971, during an 
inspection tour of Mozambique, the Por-
tuguese minister of the Navy, Admirai 
Pereira Crespo stated on his arrival in 
Nampula that he was very happy to visit 
the «military capital». It was only a few 
months !ater, for the stated reason that 
changes had taken place in the military 
situation, that the headquarters of the 
general staff of the armed forces was 
transferred from Nampula, in the north, 
to Beira, in the centre of the country. 
This small incident shows the extent to 
which improvisation and disarray are 
prevailing within the colonialist high com-
mand in the face of what a South African 
journalist has c:J.!led «the disturbing rapi· 
dity» with which the armed struggle is 
progressing in Mozambique. 

lndeed, one of the predominant features 
of the present situation is the spread of 
the struggle to new regions towards the 
south, both in Niassa and Cabo Delgado 
and in Tete. ln this latter province the 
armed struggle, which was launched south 
of the Zambezi River at the end of 1970, 
has now spread to the whole province. 
What is more, the extensive and far-
reaching nature of the struggle in this 
province created the support ba-ses needed 
for the launching of armed struggle in 
yet another province. lt was on 25th 
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July this year that the FRELIMO fighters 
carried out the first operations in the 
central province of Manica e Sofala, 
during which posts were destroyed, arms 
captured and members of the population 
liberated from strategic villages in to which 
they had been herded. This advance of 
the struggle is changing the strategic 
situation in the whole of the region. ln 
fact, the Portuguese system of defence is 
based on the establishment of boundary 
!ines south of the fighting zones, roughly 
following favourable natural obstacles. 
ln the centre-west of the country, the 
most important line was the one running 
along the Zambezi river. Raised to the 
levei of a major line of defence, not only 
for Mozambique, but also for the whole 
of White Southern Africa, the river zone 
has been invested with a network. of de-
fence pQsts aimed at preventing the FRE-
LIMO fighters from crossing the river. 

They cleared large strips of land along 
the river at spots thought likely to serve 
as crossing points for the guerrillas. They 
destroyed ali the boats of the population 
and established fixed crossing points con-
trolled by them. The ultimate goal of 
this plan is the construction of the Ca-
hora Bassa dam, which we have on coun t-
less occasions denounced for its avowed 
aim of creating conditions for white 

settlement, which would be used as a 
human barrier against the expansion of 
the armed struggle for liberation. 

It is therefore not hard to understand thc 
panic which seized the Portuguese com-
mand when they realised that FRELIMO 
operations south of the Zambezi were no 
longer taking the form of sporadic opera-
tions but were showing continuity, and at 
the sarne time meeting with the response 
and growing involvement of the popu-
lation. Their disarray was ali the more 
understandable in that the Portuguese 
strategists found themselves confrontcd 
with insurmountable contradictions ari-
sing out of the nature that armed actioti 
assumed in Tete province. It is important 
to analyse these factors. 

ln the first place, there were the actual 
tactics adopted by the FRELIMO fighters 
in this province.Tak.ing into account the 
high concentration of Portuguese troops 
in this area, the guerrilla units adopted the 
tactic of successively dividing up their 
forces. Each time when, by the estab-
lishment of the struggle in a certain area, 
the numerical strength of thc fighting 
group was increased through local mobi-
lisation, it then sub-divided immediately 
and a new group set off to operate in a 
fresh zone. ln this way, while stepping 
up the number of operations and ex-
panding the fighting area, the FRELIMO 
units made ali enemy counter-guerrilla 
actior impossible or ineffectivc, because 
the many small units remained elusive. 
This was ali the more successful owing to 
the very nature of the colonial presence 
in Tete Province and the system of op-
pression and exploitation which provided 
the nationalist forces with many targets. 

Indeed. far more than Niassa and Cabo 
Delgado provinces, Tete is one of the 
centres of settler economic exploitation 
and therefore offers the FRELIMO forces 
a wide field of action. We may take the 
example of the Angonia area, which is 
the major potato growing area in Mozam-
bique. It was sufficient to step up sabo-
tage operations along communication 
!ines in the region for potatoes to com-
pletely vanish from the markets in 
Lourenco Marques. This situation has 
deprived the Portuguese army of the 
initiativc and doomed it to undertaking 
defensive actions at the economic centres 
and along communication !ines, in order 
to protect the apparatus of exploitation 
and to keep it running, for fear of losing 
what is the very reason for the colonia-
list prescnce. Furthermore, the politicai 
repercussions of armed action in this 
province have been very great throughout 
Mozambique, as these are regions which 
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are far more urbanised and which have 
much more contact with the rest of the 
country. Such repercussions make them-
selves felt, first among the Mozambican 
population, but the psychological effect 
is no less on the colonial population and 
especially on the large international capi-
talist interests which are watching the 
advance of the struggle in this region, 
seeing it as a test of the capacity of the 
Portuguese army to control the situation. 
This explains the constant movement of 
the Portuguese commander-in-chief, Ge-
neral Kaulza de Arriaga. After each im-
portant success ofFRELIMO, he organises 
a meeting with capitalist groups in 
Lourenço Marques with the aim of re-
storing their somewhat shaken confidence 
in the abilities of his troops. 

The hopeless quagmire in to which colo-
nialism is falling cannot be better illu-
strated than by the sharp contradiction 
affecting the Portuguese arrny in connec-
tion with the Cahora Bassa scheme. The 
politica! importance of the scheme, the 
massive investments involved, the pre-
sence of European technicians and the 
watchful eyes of world opinion, are ali 
forcing the colonialists constantly to 
step up the protective measures, rein-
forcing the security arrangements and in-
creasing the numbers of troops stationed 
there. The three concen tric circles of de· 
fence which General Kaulza de · Arriaga 
likes so much to dwell on in his speeches 
to foreign journalists merely mean that 
about 30,000 men have been immobi-
lised there. ln other words, a substantial 
part of the Portuguese army has been 
pinned down in one spot and is obliged 
to play the role of bodyguard for this 
white elephant, as it has been called, 
while the FRELIMO forces retain their 
choice of tactics to be used. As the 
President of FRELIMO, Comrade Sa-
mora Machel, has stated, «Cahora Bassa 
is not our main target. Our plan, as it was 
defined when we started the war, is to 
spread the struggle throughout the entire 
country; since Cahora Bassa is inside our 
country and in a province where there is 
fighting, it necessarily falis within this 
plan. We do not concentrate our action 
in Tete or Cahora Bassa, but of course 
there are circumstances which make it a 
very important target for us, namely the 
extent of imperialist involvement and the 
implications for ou r struggle if the scheme 
were to be carried out.» 

The Portuguese command can only think 
of one way of getting out of this impasse: 
that of strengthening their forces in that 
zone. ln arder to do so, they have to step 
up recruitment. However, this presents 

difficulties. ln Portugal conscription 
seems to have reached its limits. The 
period of service in the colonies is now 
4 full years and this immobilisation of 
economically active labour for such a 
long period has had serious effects on the 
Portuguese economy. To this must be 
added the peculiar phenomenon Portugal 
is experiencing, being the only country 
in the world where the total population 
is declining. Under these conditions, the 
recruitment of even African troops pre-
sents difficulties, due to the need of 
maintaining a certain balance between 
Portuguese and Mozambican troops, the 
latter not being looked upon as wholly 
reliable. At present the Portuguese army 
is therefore resorting to transferring 
troops from other provinces, some of 
which are at war. Thus, at the end of 
last year, 25,000 troops were sent to re-
inforce the Portuguese forces in Tete. It 
should be remembered, however, that this 
transfer of troops was as much a result of 
the advance of the struggle in Tete, as a 
consequence of successes achieved in 
other provinces. lndeed, while the situa-
tion in Tete has specific features, notably 
the direct threat to capitalist and imperia-
list interests, and therefore gets greater 
publicity, it would be wrong to let this 
make one underestimate the progress re-
gistered in the provinces of Niassa and 
Cabo Delgado. 

lndeed, the Portuguese troops transferred 
to Tete had for many months been con-
fmed to the garrisons in Cabo Delgado 
and Niassa, which are situated on hostile 
terrain and are subject to constant harass-
ment. The decision to transfer them to 
Tete seems to have been seen as a lesser 
evil, to put an end to the heavy lasses and 
the constant lowering of their morale. 
However, these measures were not able 
to prevent the irresistible progress of the 
struggle, which reached the centre of the 
country in July this year. 

lt is clear that this description of the 
progress of the struggle is oversimplified 
since it does not take into account the 
fundamental causes of the successes 
achieved, which lie in the politica! work 
carried out by FRELIMO cadres and, 
above ali, in the high spirit of struggle 
shown by the people. The powerful way 
in which the people have joined the 
struggle and their capacity to endure the 
greatest sacrifices in order to put an end 
to colonial oppression which is daily be-
coming more unbearable, explain the 
rapidity of the advance of the struggle. 

The Portuguese army has tried to counter 
this spirit of resistance with psychological 
action or coercive measures for con-

trolling the population. An example of 
psychological action can be found in 
Niassa province where, although not con-
fined to this province, it is particularly 
intensive. The general line is to confuse 
the people.  Early this year, the Portu-
guese started to take  a  well-dressed Af-
rican wearing a  suit and tic among the 
people in the strategic hamlets,  saying to 
them: «This is your governar, the 
government now depends on you. Tell 
him ali your problems. Ali that is needed 
now is to finish with the guerrillas.» At 
the sarne time, pamphlets which invari-
ably show the destruction of FRELIMO. 
or the «wonderful life» in the strategic 
hamlets, or the power of the Portuguese 
troops, are still being dropped in their 
thousands in the war areas, but without 
any effect whatsoever on the people, 
most of whom do not know how to read. 
It is now clear that this propaganda has 
failed. 

The large-scale recourse to the policy of 
strategic hamlets which with the tarring 
of roads, is looked upon as a panacea, is 
only achieving the opposite effect of in-
creasing the resistance of the people. ln 
January this year, a special correspondent 
of The Guardian (UK) reported on the 
method used by the Portuguese to force 
the population togo into a strategic ham-
let, quoting a statement made by a Portu-
guese commando: «We give the blacks 
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two weeks to come into the fortified 
villages. If they don't we shoot them». 
Although it is easy to see that such 
methods cannot but g:IVe rise to the 
fierce resistance of the population and 
their more active involvement in the libe-
ration struggle, the Portuguese army 
seems to have been overcome by hysteria 
and destructive luuacy. 

Terrorism against the civilian population 
is attaining almost unbelievable degrees 
of cruelty. When they vigorously de-
nounced the crimes of the Portuguese 
arrny and decided to leave Mozambique 
last July, the White Fathers merely raised 
a comer of the curtain of silence sur-
rounding the terrorism of the Portuguese 
arrny. Other p.riests, 4 of whorn are now 
in prison, and other witnesses, have ex-
posed the barbarous practices of the 
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Portuguese soldiers which have become 
truly systematic and are as systematically 
unpunished, so that they can be looked 
upon not as individual acts but as part of 
a line clearly laid down by the High 
Command. 

ln the areas which are still occupied, 
nationalist feeling is exploding with such 
power that the campaign of arrests can no 
longe r con tain it. During the month of 
June more than I ,800 Mozambicans were 
arrested in the south of the country, 
among them the principal leaders of the 
Protestant church of Mozambique. Re-
cently, the Association of Mozambican 
Students in the University of Lourenço 
Marques was arbitrarily closed by the 
authorities. The awakening consciousness 
of the people in supporting FRELIMO 
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without distinction of race, colour or 
social origin, is growing daily. 

The most marked worsening of repression, 
however, has been the use of chemical 
weapons in Cabo Delgado region. Under 
the two-fold pressure of the local forces 
and the spread of the struggle on other 
fronts, the Portuguese have been forced 
to evacuate a large number of posts in 
this area, thereby recognising their vir-
tually definitive loss of control. They 
have ernbarked upon the use of chemical 
agents, trying to reduce the population 
by means of famine and starvation and 
trying to palliate their inability to main-
tain their direct military presence. ln-
deed in Cabo Delgado Province enemy 
activity over the past year was greatly 
reduced. This decline in activity started 
to make itself felt in September 1971, 

after they had withdrawn from Ng' 
angolo post. ln the central areas of Cabo 
Delgado, for example, in the last months 
of 1971, they only carried outone large 
scale attack against one of our bases. 

When they were counter-attacked they 
withdrew and took refuge at Ng'angolo 
post, which they did not leave again until 
15th Janúary, 1972. On that day they 
organised a few isolated operations, 
mainly bombing raids aimed at creating 
panic and at preventing the population 
from weeding the fields. It was in April 
that they started a programme of des-
troying crops with chemical agents spra-
yed from planes. These operations started 
in Nangade and Muidumbe areas along 
the Muera river; then moved into lbo 
and Lurio. Four aeroplanes sprayed 

herbicides while 2 jets,  5 bombers. one 
reconnaissance plane and a number of 
helicopters gavc them protection. After 
one of the planes had been hit by our 
an ti-aircraft fire ( we saw it trailing 
smoke ), these operations were drastically 
reduced. 

According to press reports-Thc Sunday 
Times of 9 July, 1972,  -the mcrcenary 
South African pilots who were piloting 
the aeroplanes were so afraid of our fire 
that they hastily cancelled their contracts 
and returned to their base, despite the 
enormous salary they werc getting. Seve-
ra! crops were affected in the zones 
which were hit, namely maize and cas-
sava, but the surpluses produced in other 
regions of the province were taken to thc 
affected zones and prevented a famine 
situation. 

" The determination of the population also 
played an important role in preventing 
greater damage. lndeed, immediately 
after the planes had spread their chemi-
cals, the people left their shcl tcrs and 
carne out to cut the stalks to prevent thc 
poison from travclling down thc stalks 
into the roots. ln this way, a lot of cas-
sava was saved. 

lt is important, howcvcr, to point out thc 
significance of the involvement of South 
African pilots in spraying opcrations in 
Cabo Delgado. Coming in the wake of 
multiple and camouflagcd forms of South 
African support for the Portugucsc army, 
ranging from logistic and technical sup-
port to the psychological opcrations of 
the Soldiers' Comfort Fund, this last 
form of aid seems to forecast increascd 
involvement by the South African racists. 
Already numerous reports and testimonies 
among them those of the Rhodesian 
Military Command itself, have confirmed 
thc involvement of Rhodesian troops in 
repressive operations in Tete. ln thc past 
few months a press campaign has been 
raging in South Africa aimed at prc-
paring the public for dircct intcrvention 
in Mozambique. Thesc, as we have said 
elsewhcre, are difficultics which we had 
foreseen and which, with the aid of the 
world peace-loving and progressivc forces, 
we shall be able to ovcrcome. 

The fundamental point is this: three 
Provinces are liberated, and the armed 
struggle has already reached the fourth 
of Mozambique's nine Provinces. And, 
taking into account the favourable na-
tional situation, the growing international 
solidarity and the increasing disarray with-
in the Portuguese system, there is every 
guarantee that our struggle will advance 
even faster in thc future. 
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THE All-AFRICAN 

WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 

On the occasion of the l Oth anni-
versary of the Ali African Women's 
Conference, a Seminar was held in 
Dar es Salaam from 24 to 31 July. 
FRELIMO was represented by a 
delegation composed of comrades 
Deolinda Raul Guesimane -mem-
ber of the Central Committee and 
Head of the delegation, Marcelina 
Chissano and Rosaria Tembe. We 
quote from our speech: 

OUR ROLE lN THE STRUGGLE 
For us the Ali African Women's Con-
ference represents a platform of struggle 
from where women of our continent can 
coordinate their efforts in the hard strug-
gle they are undertaking against the many 
forces which oppress them. To define 
clearly these forces must be our first 
task. Then it is necessary to decide on 
the methods of struggle. Finally, we 
must study and develop ways in which 
we can best coordinate our efforts so that 
they can be made more effective. lt is 
with this perspective that we carne to this 
meeting at which we commemorate the 
I Oth Anniversary of the AA WC. 

We are supposed to talk about the role of 
the women in our struggle. We find this 
somehow difficult, since in our organi-
sation women and men fight and work 
together, side by side, in every kind of 
activity: we women participate in the 
actual fighting, integrated in military 
units; we work as politica! commissars, 
mobilising the people, enlightening them 
on ali aspects of our struggle; we trans-
port war materiais to the front !ines; we 
defend the people against enemy incur-
sions; we participate in production; we 
are active in the schools and in the hos-
pitais. So, if it is true that some tasks, by 
their nature, fall more under .Jur respon-
sibility -like taking care of children (we 

have severa! nurseries and creches which 
are run by women) -in general we can 
say that we do the sarne work as men. 
And this we consider as one of the great-
est achievements of our revolution. Spe-
cially if we consider against which back-
ground this situation arises. Traditional 
society, which kept women absolutely 
dependent on men, deprived women of 
any initiative, left them with no voice in 
the affairs of the community -their only 
task being the bearing of children and the 
undertaking of domestic work. And then 
carne colonial society in which women 
became instruments of labour, even more 
exploited than men. 

Ali this is being changed now in ou r cou n-
try. And we wish to draw your attention 
to this special point, which teUs of our 
experience: these changes have been ac-
complished through our politicai engage-
ment. -It has been our militant role in a 
politica! organisation having a correct 
politicai line that has given us the proper 
orientation necessary to make ou r efforts 
more effective. lt is politicai awareness 
that has enabled us to find the most 
correct path to ou r emancipation. A t the 
sarne time, we feel that it is within this 
politicai perspective that we, the Mozam-
bican women can formulate the best 
forms of coordinating our efforts with 

. 
other African women. Our expcrience-
we repeat -taught us that wc must orga-
nise ourselves and strugglc within a movc-
ment, that is, our women's organisation 
must be an arm, an instrumcnt of a poli-
ticai movcment. 

We wish now to make an appcal to ali 
African women and to the women of the 
world to help us surmoun t the difficulties 
that we face in order to accomplish our 
task ir. a more effective way. 

Our appeal is not only for material sup-
port. lt is prim·arily a call to thc African 
womcn and ali women, to take an active 
part in our struggle: to mobilisc their 
people, by organising mectings of soli-
darity, distributing information about thc 
succcsses and difficul ties of ou r strugglc, 
using evcry possible mcans, such as radio, 
press, cultural manifestations, cxhibitions, 
etc., to develop at ali leveis -studcnts, 
workcrs, etc. -the solidarity movcmcnt 
with our cause. The effort of politicai 
mobilisation reprcscnts without doubt, 
the most important contribution, it crea-
tes the material solidarity indispensablc 
for thc pursuit of our strugglc .. 

We propose also that the women's organi-
sations in Africa, at national and pan-
African levei, organise collection of funds 
and materiais uscful for our activities. 
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The list of our needs is not limited, it 
concerns all types of materiais needed 
for .the multiple activities that we have 
to undertake: cloth, clothing, school 
materiais, medical and health equipment, 
powdered milk, baby foods ... 

The best way to accomplish all of these 
activities seems to be the creation of 
support committees at the levei of the 
different organisations existing in the 
member countries. We feel that this is 
very necessary in Africa where -we must 
say it -popular solidarity has not yet 
found the proper outlet to express the 
deep feelings of the masses. And, woman 
must understand that her role of mobili-
sation starts first of all at home amongst 
the family. 

lN EUROPE 

ANDAS/A 

8 

At the invitation of the Women's Fede-
ration of the German Democratic Repub-
lic, 4 members of the FRELIMO Women's 
Detachment visited the German Demo-
cratic Republic last August. Our dele-
gation was headed by Comrade Deolinda 
Raul Guesimane, a member of the Cen-
tral Committee. The purpose of the visit 
was to study the development process in 
the GDR, particularly the specific achieve-

ments undertaken by the women of that 
country, and, at the sarne time, to streng-
then the links of friendship and solidarity 
between our two peop!es even further. 

The programme included visits to fac-
tories, co-operatives, nurseries, schools 
and pioneer camps, as well as meetings 
with leaders of the women's Organisa-
tions at various leveis. (pie. arrival in G.D.R.) 

From the GDR 2 members of the Wo-
men's Delegation went to represent FRE-
LIMO at the Conference of the Afro-
Asian Women's Organisation in Ulan-Bator, 
Mongolia, which took place from 13 -20 
August. FRELIMO is a member of the 
AAWO. 

During the discussions, our delegation 
summarised the presen t situation of ou r 
struggle in its fundamental aspects -
politicai, military, and national recon-
struction and spoke in detail on the parti-
cipation of women in each sector of 
activity. We explained to the Con-
ference how Mozambican women have 
been oppressed through the centuries, 
both by traditional society and by the 
colonial structures. We told of our ex-
perience, how direct involvement in a 
politicai movement is the decisive factor 
for women's emancipation. We ex-
plained how we are fighting the very 
common tendency in our societies to 
confuse educated women with emanci-
pated women. We described how today 
the women in the liberatcd regions of 
our country are fully engaged in ali the 
revolutionary tasks, side by side with 
men and on an equal footing with thcm. 
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THE CRIMES OF 
COLONIALISM 

On August 1 O, five FRELIMO 
witnesses appeared before the 
U.N. Commission on Human 
Rights at a sitting in Dar es 
Salaam. They told the Com-
mission about the brutalities they 
had experienced at the hands of 
the Portuguese colorúalists. Be-
low is the text of FRELIMO's 
introduction to the testimonies. 

If we were to sum up what happened 
since we last gave evidence here, we 
would note that the barbarity and con-
tempt for human beings which have al-
ways been the predominant features of 
Portuguese colonialism, from the time of 
the invasion throughout the occupation 
and after the launching of the armed 
struggle for national liberation, have con-
siderably worsened over the past two 
years and have now reached unimaginable 
extremes. 

To understand this, it should be recalled 
that this is a reflection of the despair 
which is gaining ground among the sup-
porters of the system and in the enemy 
military command and which is spreading 
to ali ranks of the army, owing to the 
success of our struggle which is already 
seriously threatening the economic foun-
dations of colonial rule and rapidly sprea-
ding to new zones and making ali the 
enemy's «miracle plans» fail. This is the 
explanation -if there can be one -for 
the bestial torture of which the witnesses 
here and the written testimonies and other 
documents which we will submit to you 
can give only a very insubstantial picture. 

The testimonies we are submitting to you 
will give an idea of the crimes committed 
by the Portuguese army and also of the 
manifestations of forced labour and racial 
discrimination. Among the testimonies 
you will find some related to indiscri-
minate repression against the civilian po-
pulation. They tell of the rape of women, 
the bombing of villages, the plunder and 
the forced remova! of the population and 

A Mozambican victim of Napalm bombing 

the continued imposition of forced labour. 
They tell of the torture and murder of 
prisoners of war. 

They refer to racial discrimination and 
also to «forced assimilatiom>, attempting 
to turn us into Portuguese in violation 
of our Mozambican and African persona-
lity which is evidence of the fact that 
despite its alleged abolition, the Native 
Statu te is still enforced. Among the testi-
monies we make special mention of those 
which emphasize an infamous practice 
which has become rommon among Portu-
guese soldiers and which verges on geno-
cide, which is that of killing ali pregnant 
women by ripping open their stomachs 
with bayonets to take out the foetus in 
order, in their own words, «to prevent the 
birth of new terrorists». 

The testimonies will also tell you of the 
inhuman treatment to which prisoners 
locked up in colonialist jails are subjected. 
ln these prisons, as is stated in one of the 
testimonies of a Mozambican who was in 
jail for 7 years without ever being tried, 
everything - the food, the baths, the 
dormitory, the medical care and transfers 
-is a form of torture. They tell of the 
murder of detainees in prison. 

The few prisoners who are brought to 
trial stay in prison for much longer than 
the sentences given. Such was the case of 
Domingos Mascarenhas Arouca, the first 
black lawyer in Mozambique who was 
brought to trial more than two years 
after his detention in May, 1965 and con-
demned to 4 years imprisonmen t and to 
security measures which enable the autho-
rities to prolong his detention indefinitely. 
Despi te h is failing h e ai th, Domingos 
Arouca is still being held in the Peniche 
Prison in Portugal to which he has been 
transferred, although more than 7 years 
have passed since his detention. Like him, 
many others suffer the sarne fate. 131ack 
prisoners are subjected to discriminatory 
treatment in prison because of their co-
lour. 

The repression is getting worse and spares 
no one. Last J une abou t 1,800 people 
were arrested in Southern Mozambique. 
At the sarne time, the leaders of the Pres-
byterian Church of Mozambique werc 
also pu t in prison. 

We would like also to draw your attention 
to the most serious aspect of the increased 
repression against our people. Since the 

9 



110

beginning of this year the Portuguese 
army has started to use chemical weapons 
in the liberated areas of Cabo Delgado 
with the aim of destroying the people's 
means of subsistance. The testimony of 
our militant, Atanasio Saidi, an agricul-
tura! technician, emphasises that the fol-
lowing crops were  affected and destroyed: 
cassava, sweet potatoes, bananas, paw-
paws and pumpkins. This is confirmed 
by an article which appeared in the Lon-
don Sunday Times on 9th July, 1972. 
According to the very precise details 
given in the article, the herbicide used is 
Convolvotox which is produced in South 
Africa, and it was sprayed by South 
African planes protected by Portuguese 
aircraft. This illustrates the increased 
collusion between the racist powers of 
Southern Africa against our people's right 
to life and freedom. 

Through you, we address an urgent appeal 
to the United Nations Organisation and to 
world opinion in order that they do every-
thing in their power to stop these geno-
cida! practices which defy the fundamen-
tal principies and international conven-
tions aimed at protecting human life and 
which can only be termed as a scorched 
earth policy, if not ecocide. 

Finally, · we wish to draw your attention 
to the legalised and institutionalised form 
terrorism has taken on within the Portu-
guese army in Mozambique. Indeed, des-
pite the detailed testimonies on the crimes 
committed by the Portuguese army, testi-
monies not only from our people, but 
also from objective foreign observers, no 
measures have ever been taken against 
those responsible for the crimes. On the 
contrary, it is those who protest against 
them who are thrown into prison. This 
happened recently to four priests (2 Por-
tuguese, the Rev. Fathers Sampaio and 
Mello, and 2 Spaniards), who are now 
being tried by a Portuguese military court 
in Mozambique for having denounced the 
crimes of the Portuguese army at Mkum-
bura. The 2 Spanish priests were arrested 
in Rhodesia by the police of that country 
and transferred to Mozambique. ln this 
connection we recai! the overwhelming 
evidence given by the White Fathers Mis-
sionary  Congregation who decided to 
leave Mozambique in May last year, ap-
palled by the crimes and tortures in-
flicted on Mozambicans. 

We also wish to voice our indignation 
over the abominable atrocities committed 
by the Portuguese army. It was the 
South African paper, The Star, which 
reported in its issue of 6th November, 
1971, that in Tete Province Portuguese 
soldiers forced mothers to crush their 
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Another testimony 

A 31-year-old Portuguese missionary, who 
was given the choice of leaving Mozambique 
or going to prison there, h as arrived in R orne 
with a documented repor! of massacres, 
torture, and concentration camps, in the 
province of Tete, where he served for two 
years. 

Father Luis's report, which deals only with 
«about one-tenth of the province of Tete,» 
in Northern Mozambique, gives the dates 
and in most cases the names of the 92 
people killed by Portuguese troops between 
May, 1971 and March 20 of this year. 

He confums that, between September 3 
and 9, 1971, «<he ~hodesian Army carne to 
the aid of the Portuguese in Mucumbura 
massacring 18 people and then burning their 
bodies.» Five of the victims were men, 
whom he names. Four were women, in-
cluding one who was pregnant, and the 
others were children. 

His report describes in detail the forms of 
torture used by his fellow Portuguese. He 

children in mortars. The sarne paper also 
reports that the Portuguese ordered civi-
lians to leave their villages and the fol-
lowing day, when they were on their way 
to another place, they were attacked by 
helicopters and savagely massacred. 

None of these facts has ever given rise to 
a denial, an enquiry or a trial, which 
proves that far from being isolated acts, 
they are well and truly a systematic and 
deliberate practice. ln any event, one 
does not have to look far to find the 
justification for these acts. 1t is suffi-
cient to put the words of the Commander-
in-Chief of the Portuguese army in Mo-
zambique, General Kaulza de Arriaga. 
ln his «l..essons of Strategy» from the 
High Command courses 1966 - 1967 
Vol. XII, he declared that «the Portu-
guese strategy in Africa should be aimed 
at the realisation of an equilibrium bet-
ween the black and white population». 
Within this perspective, after having hailed 
«the exportation of African slaves to 
Brazil as a good thing», he explains the 
present a.ims of the Portuguese action: 
«Ün the one hand the growth of the 
white population; on the other, the 
limitation of the black population». He 
couldn't be more explicit. .. 

Before introducing our witnesses, we 
wish, on behalf of our people and our 
movement to reaffirm our belief in the 
principies of respect for human life, free-
dom and justice between men, which 
constitutes the corner-stone of our poli-
ticai line and our activity and, we believe, 

- -
says that apart from prolonged physical 
torture during interrogation, castration and 
mutilations are common in the prisons. 
Father Luis carne under the authoriti~s' 

eye whcn he was one of two missionaries 
chosen by an asscmbly of 36 priests and 
nuns in his provincc to tour other missions 
in M.pzambique to inform them of lhe 
situation in lhe north of lhe country. 

He says lhe ncw barbcd-wire encloscd com-
pounds in Tete callcd «aldeamentos», are 
nothing but conccntration camps and that 
soon ali Af ricans will bc enclosed in them, 
with about 250 people to a camp. Per-
mission to I cave can be obtaincd in thcory, 
but it is not easy in practice. 

When thc guerrillas cause any trouble in 
the Tete area, lhe Portuguese scizc 1 O to 20 
people from the camps and torture thcm -
o r worse -as reprisal. 

" THE GUARDIAN, Aug. 5, 1972" 

of the existence and development of the 
world community itself. Through you, 
we also appeal to world opinion to inten-
sify its activity to safeguard these essen-
tial values, in order to help us in our 
· struggle for the liquidation of Portuguese 
colonial rule and for the frcedom and 
independence of our people. 

We also wish, through you, to convey to 
the Human Rights Commission our desire 
to see denunciations that you have under-
taken, develop and become more sus-
tained in order to achieve the systematic 
and powerful denunciation of the crimes 
to which the Portuguese colonialists are 
increasingly resorting. Wc would also 
like the attention of the Commission and 
consequently the mandate of its Ad Hoc 
groups, to bear more preciscly on the acts 
of collective rcpression, massacres and 
war crimes in general committed by the 
Portuguese repressive forces. 

We think that in this way you are con-
tribu ting to stay the criminal hands of 
the colonial army and lessen the suffering 
of our people. We also wish that arrange-
ments be made to enable us to con tact 
the Commission under any urgent cir-
cumstances which require its intcrvention, 
in addition to the contacts alrcady cstab-
lished, which are ccrtainly fruitful, but 
still sporadic and sometimes too few and 
far between when it comes to urgent 
situations. 

ln conclusion, we wish to rcaffirm, despi te 
ali the suffering and sacrifices, our cer-
tainty in the final victory. 
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British solidarity_ group 
among fighters in Tete 

Three members of the British Commit-
tee for Freedom in Mozambique, An-
gola and Guiné visited Tete Province 
as guests of FRELIMO in the last two 
weeks of August. The delegation was 
headed by Lord Gifford, Chairman of 
the Committee. The others were Miss 
PoUy Gaster who is the Committee's 
secretary, and Miss Pam Logie. Our 
guests, who present here some im-
pressions of their visit, are pictured 
below with FRELIMO militants in 
Tete. 

Our delegation arrived in Tete on 16th 
August, 1972 and stayed for 16 days. 
We walked more than 60 miles south 
from the Zambian frontier crossing the 
road running west from Fingoe towards 
Zumbo. We spent much of our time in 
the district of Fingoe, visiting several 
centres of population, a military base, a 
school, a hospital and a first aid post. 
We attended public meetings and we 
spoke at length to leaders, cadres, mili-
tants and ordinary people. 

Ali of us had worked in support of 
FRELIMO in various ways for many 
years. We thought that we had a fair 

understanding of the dcvelopmcnt of the 
struggle. ln fact, what we saw of the 
strength of FRELIMO in Tete, of the 
commitmcnt of the people to the strug-
gle, of the achievements in national rc-
construction, far surpassed ou r ex pec-
tations. 

The district which we visited has been 
fully liberated from Portuguese con trol. 
The enemy can move freely only by air. 
lf he ventures from his base camps, he is 
harassed , attacked and forced to retreat. 
For instance, the road which we crossed 
had been a major line of communication: 
it was now clearly in disuse. The people 
of the villages to whom we spoke had not 
seen aPortuguese for three years. Ali that 
we ourselves heard of the enemy was the 
occasional noise of a plane, the explosion 
of a distant bomb, and the sounds of 
FRELIMO forces beating back an enemy 
raid from Fingoe base. 

Many of the militants who marched with 
us had taken part in decisive battles for 
control of this district. These soldicrs 
were not merely fighters: they were an 
integrai part of FRELIMO's politica! 
structure. They had taken part in mobi-
lising the people long before the first 
shot was fired. Hearing them explain 
the reasons why they carried arms, wat-
ching them talk to the people of a village, 
we understood that here in reality was an 
army of the people. 

ln 1970, with the enemy's forces being 
increasingly dispersed to meet FRELIMO's 
advanccs, the way was clear for the work 
of reconstruction to begin. We had 
thought that after so short a time, little 
could have yet been achievcd. How wrong 
we were! ln the district of Fingoe, not 
only has the old life of oppression and 
exploitation been swept away; a new 
life of dignity and freedom has been 
created. 

For instance in the school which we 
visited, 100 boys and girls who beforc 
would not have seen a school, are re-
ceiving their first year of education. 

11 
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From there many will go on to the cen-
tral pilot school, in another district. For 
the second, third and fourth class. There 
is a shortage of teachers, bu t  a basic 
training course for teachers is under way 
at the pilot school. A course of adult 
literacy is about to be introduced. The 
children are learning about their own 
country and their own people. lt will be 
they who will continue the long struggle 
which lies ahead. 

At the hospital we saw children with 
burns and snake bites, victims of the war, 
patients with various other illnesses. The 
medical staff from the hospital travei 
around the district to a number of first 
aid posts. If the case is too serious for 
them to handle, transport is arranged to 
the large provincial hospital. Again, these 
are facilities which did not exist under the 
Portuguese. Again, there is a great need 
of trained personnel and equipment, but 
a basic first aid training programme is in 
operation. 

Everywhere we were reminded of the 
fundamental task of cultivation and pro-
duction. The soldiers must cultivate, to 
reduce as far as possible their need to seek 
food from the people. The school chil-
dren cultivate, and at the hospital a 
small vegetable garden had just been 
started. ln the villages, production is 
increasingly carried on on a collective 
basis. Tete is rich in cattle, which are 
raised for the benefit of the village. Arti-
sans basket-makers and iron-workers, who 
before had worked for individual gain, 
were now integrated in the collective 
production of the village, their products 
being sold abroad to buy salt and soap 
and other necessities. The secretary of 
the village records each individual's con-
tribution, and ensures that the proceeds 
are fairly distributed. 

At every levei the people take part in the 
decisions which affect their lives. Local 
questions are rezolved at meetings of the 
village or circle. The circles send repre-
sentatives to the committee of the lo-
cality, and the localities to the district 
committee. At the top is the council of 
the Province, which met last December to 
review the whole development of the 
struggle in Tete. On each body will be 
found the people and the cadres res-
ponsible for the various sectors of acti-
vity: part of the constant two-way pro-
cess of communication between the peo· 
pie and the leadership. 

It is not only physical conditions which 
are changing. Attitudes of mind, instilled 
by centuries of colonial rule, are changing 
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Polly Gaster and Lord Gifford in Fingoe District 

also. We examined closely the role and 
status of the women who we met. We 
saw, for instance, that women spoke 
equally with men at village meetings; 
that the militants of the women's detach-
ment took part equally with men in the 
mobilisation of the people. There are 
still more male cadres in FRELIMO than 
female; but it was evident that tradi-
tional notions of male superiority were 
rapidly being destroyed. The thinking 
of men and women alike was being eman-
cipated. 

The people in Tete who are building this 
new life are not going to give it up. They 
understand clearly why they are at war; 
their determination to advance the strug-
gle is clear and firm. They see as an 
essential part of their work the need to 
help transport materiais to other regions. 
Their militias are organised for self-de-
fence and to give information about the 
enemy to the soldiers. 

Our information about the situation in 
Tete did not come only from FRELIMO 
comrades; it was confirmed during a 
long interview which we had with three 
recent deserters from the Portuguese 
army. A month after completing training 
as part of a special anti-guerrilla forc~. 

they had deserted to join FRELIMO m 
the area south of the Zambezi. They 
told us in particular of the brutal strate-

gic hamlets policy, the enemy's desperate 
method of trying to get the people on his 
side -by herding them behind barbed 
wire. 

The deserters also confirmed that large 
scale military aid and support is being 
given to the Portuguese by Rhodesia. 
One, a sergeant, had been trained in anti-
guerrilla warfare by a Rhodesian instruc-
tor. He told us that in the area south of 
the Zambezi, Rhodesian ground and air 
forces make regular incursions, killing, 
looting and burning wherever they can. 
lt is not surprising, as the struggle in Tete 
advances to the south and west, as the 
communication !ines to Cahora Bassa be-
come increasingly strangled, so it is to be 
expected that ali the racist regimes of 
Southern Africa will unite more closely 
together. 

The development of the struggle in Tete 
is only in its early years. Much more 
remains to be done, and much help is 
needed. But we have returned from our 
visit astonished at the rate of progrcss so 
far; inspired by the example of deter-
mined revolutionary action which FRE-
LIMO has shown to us; determined to 
increase the levei of politicai and material 
support which can be achieved in our 
countries; and more confident than ever 
that FRELIMO will advance and triumph. 
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John Saul, a Canad.ian, visited 
Tete Province at the sarne time 
as the British Party. Mr. Saul is 
a lecturer who spent seven years 
in Dares Salaam, Tanzania, and 
taught politicai science at the 
University there. He is the au-
thor of severa! works on Tan-
zanian development and is no 
stranger to the situation in 
eastem and southem Africa but, 
as he explains here,  the reality 
of revolution in Mozambique 
exceeded his expectations. 

When FRELIMO invited me to visit the 
liberated areas of Mozambique thls year 
I did not expect to be surprised by what I 
saw. After all, during my seven years of 
residence in Dar es Saiaam as a lecturer 
at the University, during which time I 
had taught courses on Southern Africa 
among other things, I had followed 
developments in Mozambique closely. I 
had also been able to establish comradely 
relationshlps with severai FRELIMO re-
presentatives and militants and had Iear· 
ned something of the nature of their 
struggle.  I felt that I knew a great deal 
and what I did not know I could imagine. 

Yet the reaiity of military struggle and of 
national reconstruction in Tete Province 
whlch I visited in August far exceeded 
anythlng that I had read of, discussed, or 
even imagined. In the District of Fingoe, 
which we walked 1 00 kilometres from the 
border to reach, we found an on-going 
FRELIMO politicai system growing right 
up from the village levei, we found 
schools, hospitais and first aid posts, and 
we found that the Portuguese could pene· 
trate this area only rarely and then only 
by jet planes and helicopters. Bear in 
mind that this was an area where fierce 
fighting had raged as recently as 1970. 
Yet if I had been told in advance that 
such a levei of social and politicai infra-
structure had been attained to in areas 
of Cabo Delgado liberated since the mid-
sixties,  I would have been impressed! 

It is impossible to summarize all my 
observations here; it is probable that 
only a book will prove adequate to the 
task. But severai points do stand out 
particularly clearly in my mind even when 
trying to sort out a myriad of impressions 
only a few days after returning from Tete. 

LESSON lN 

REVOLUTION 

FOR A 

CANADIAN 

LECTURER 

One relates to the quality of Ieadersh.ip. 
I was continuaily meeting cadres -very 
often in their early twenties -at various 
leveis of the FRELIMO structure who 
astonished me with their sure grasp of 
the essentials of struggle and with their 
obvious dedication and sense of commit-
ment. I was tempted to contrast them, 
perhaps unfairly, with too many of the 
conserva tive students ( of the sarne age 
group) whom I had known at the Univer-
sity of Dar es Saiaam. Certainly, after 
drawing such a comparison the fields of 
practice and of struggle come to seem 
even better grounds for leadership than 
much of the formal education system 
whlch has been inherited elsewhere from 
colonialism. 

A second point concerns the dose rela-
tionship between such leaders and the 
people. Again, numerous examples of 
methods of work whlch help to ensure 
thls result come to mind. But one inci-
dent in particular suggests itself most 

dramatically. ln visiting a village of some 
200 or 300 people we marched for over 
an hour from a district headquarters with 
a group of 40 or more armed men. Yet, 
when we arrived in the village we were 
warmly welcomed; more important, the 
soldiers mixed freely with the villagers, 
sitting casually with old women by the 
fire as the latter cooked supper and so on. 
It is difficult to imagine many countries 
in the world where the arrival of a group 
of soldiers (o r even policemen !) would be 
a signal for life to continue normally. Yet 
in liberated Mozambique this is the order 
of the day. 

Thirdly, as a student of African affairs, I 
was particularly interested in the role of 
the military more broadly considered; it 
is difficult not to consider the possible 
dangers of militarism after the past de-
cade of continental developments. Sig-
nificantly, FRELIMO itself seemed e-
qually preoccupied with such problems -
and even with any future danger for 
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post-liberation Mozambican society. As 
a result we everywhere witnessed the em-
phasis which is placed upon the primacy 
of politics and of the people in the 
present struggle. Ali militants, even 
those most clearly involved in admini-
strative chores, have military training, 
and ordinary villagers are actively en-
gaged in the militia; no caste system 
premissed on military professionalism is 
to be allowed. And those most clearly 
engaged in military activities are con-
stantly reminded of, and instructed in, 
the basically politicai nature of the over-
all struggle for Mozambican independence. 

A fourth aspect perhaps impressed me 
forceably because of my own studies of 
efforts at collechve rural development in 
Tanzania. For in the village at which we 
spent the longest time during our 16 
days inside the liberated areas, it was 
clear that exploitation was being actively 
discouraged and that the villagers where 
rapidly finding collective solutions to 
their agricultura! problems. Seven com-
muna! fields were in operation and arti-
sans -basket-makers and iron-workers -
who had previously worked and earned 
individualistically had now taken their 
places w~thin a collective division of la-
bour. The community spirit thus en-
gendered · seemed also to make it easier 
for the village to shoulder its broader 
responsibilities -helping feed the fighting 
forces by providing produce, joining 
periodically in the carrying of vital war 
materiais from the frontier. ln short, 
this was an experiment which compared 
favourably with most of the <mjamaa 
villages» that one knew in Tanzania. 

Fifth, one could not fail to be impressed 
by the spirit of internationalism which 
seemed consistently to animate the Mo-
zambicans with whom we carne into con-
tact, even at the village levei. As was 
constantly reiterated, both at meetings 
and in casual conversation, here there was 
no roam for simple-minded racialism or 
opportunist brands of <mltra-nationalism». 
Instead a more saber national spirit de-
fined the enemy -the Portuguese State, 
Portuguese colonialism and its imperia-
list allies -more clearly  and more ef-
fectively. It was gratifying -as a white 
and as Canadian -to be warmly accepted 
as a comrade by such people, despite the 
graphic realities, on a world scale, of 
racial oppression and North American 
imperialism. It also heightened my own 
awareness of how much more progressives 
in the metropolitan countries must do to 
be worthy of such trust and friendship. 
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John Saul meets two Mozambicans who deserted from the 
colonial army to join FRELIMO 

A fmal point touches on the military 
sphere -and certain of its implications. 
Talking to militants and cadres from ali 
corners of Tete Province, to the people 
themselves, and even to severa! deserters 
from the Portuguese army, it was c!ear 
that FRELIMO is winning the war in 
Tete as it is also doing in Cabo Delgado 
and Niassa. Clear, too, that so important 
a project as Cahora Bassa in Tete is 
seriously threatened as its supply !ines 
are increasingly harassed. And further 
advance~ are inevitable. Yet already the 
Rhodesians are an active rnilitary pre-
sence in Tete beyond the Zambezi; a 
deserter from the Portuguese army we 
met revealed that he had even had 
Rhodesian instructors in his counter-
insurgency course while with the Portu-
guese! And the intensified involvement 
of the South Africans can surely not be 

far behind. 

ln this respect, too, my Tete experience 
dramatized the responsibilities which will 
increasingly fall upon metropolitan pro-
gressives who are concerned about the 
future of Mozambique. For in a wider 
war, our own governments will be tempted 
to back the side of their investments, as 
indeed they have already begun to do in 
dramatic ways. The necessity to alert the 
Canadian people to such a  danger was 
one of the imperatives which struck me 
most forceably during my stay in the 
liberated areas. The ten or more years 
which elapsed before a significant chal-
lenge -intellectual or politicai -could be 
mounted at home to imperialist intrigues 
or subterfuge in Vietnam must not be 
allowed to occur with respect to Mozam-
bique. 
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ITALIAN 
COMRADES 
STRENGTHEN 
LINKS 
WITH FRELIMO 
A delegation from ltaly 
visited Cabo Delgado 
in August. The dele-
gation consisted of: 
comrade Giuseppe Son-
cini, (right}, Director 
of the St. Maria Nuova 
Hospital in Reggio Emi-
lia and Chairman of the 
Committee for Medical 
assistance to Free Mo-
zambique; Lanfranco 
Turci, a Councillor for 
the Region of Emilia 
Romagna; Angelo Pisi, 
a member of the Muni-
pai Council of Reggio 
Emilia; Marisa Musu, 
a journalist from the 
national newspaper, 
'Unita'; Franco Ciga-
rini and Claudio Poeta, 
cameramen. They carne 
to Mozambique to get 
information which will 
enable them to step up 
the solidarity move-
ment with our struggle. 

Our delegation had three basic objectives: 

1. to get material which would enable us 
to adequately organise and prepare the 
National Conference of Solidarity with 
the Liberation Movements of Angola, 
Guiné and Mozambique, in particular 
material for a film on the struggle in Mo-
zambique; 

2. to gain concrete understanding of the 
situation of FRELIMO and the needs of 
the liberated regions, in order for us to be 
able to assist FRELIMO in a more ef· 
fective way in the different fields of 
health, education and production; 

3. to strengthen the solidarity and poli· 
tical links between the people of Italy 
and of Mozambique. 

We can say that ali these objectives were 
fully achieved. FRELIMO, to whom we 
address ou r deep arid sincere thanks, let 
us see everything we wanted. We visited 
many bases and villages, bush schools, 
first-aid posts and small sanitary centres; 
we participated in the daily life of the 
guerrillas and of the population; we 
spoke with leaders and the rank and file, 
took part in public meetings and watched 
popular cultural programmes. Every· 
where we witnessed the presence of a 
strong organisation -FRELIMO -with 
capable cadres, deeply united with the 
masses. lt is a unity born in the process 
of the struggle against colonialism and 
exploitation and which is being consoli· 
dated in the liberated zones, through the 
building of the new socicty. 
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Angelo Pisi Franco Cigarini 
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Dr. Slavcho Slavov from Bulgaria works at the 
FRELIMO hospital in Mtwara, Tanzania. His 
duties also extend to the liberated areas of 
Mozambique and these pictures show him 
during a recent visit to Cabo Delgado Province. 
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We saw how the initiative of FRELIMO is 
constant on two fronts: the front of the 
armed struggle, which is expanding and 
reaching new zones (while we were there 
FRELIMO had announced successful mili-
tary operations in the Province of Manica 
e Sofala); and the front of reconstruction, 
for a new nation free from ali vesti_ies of 
colonialism. 
FRELIMO pays particular attention to the 
literacy campaign. We saw in the bush 
many schools at work, although in a 
simple way and with a great lack of edu-
cation material. While in Tanzania, on 
our way back, we visited the FRELIMO 
Secondary school in Bagamoyo and were 
greatly impressed by the engagement and 
determination of the students. 
ln the field of health assistance for the 
people, FRELIMO is taking very impor-
tant steps. Every locality has its own 
health units for treatment of the people. 
Of course, we saw also the great diffi-
culties which exist - lack of doctors, 
nurses and medicines, great distances, the 
shoulders the only means of transpor-
tation. 
The Mozambican women have assumed 
a new role in the construction of the new 
society. We saw that not only do they 
participate in the armed struggle, but 
they have also undertaken responsibili-
ties in the schools and hospitais -which 
would have been unthinkable in the 
colonial times. 

Our delegation is now certain that FRE-
LIMO embodies the deep aspirations of 
the masses towards freedom and inde-
pendence; against racialism and exploi-
tation; for the attainment of better 
living conditions of the whole people of 
Mozambique. The strength of FRE-
LIMO derives from its capacity to link 
with the masses and from the inter-
nationalist nature of its struggle. After 
some weeks living with FRELIMO we 
learnt that everybody is aware that the 
struggle will be hard and protracted, and 
that its success does not depend only on 
a military victory, but also on t!oc poli-
ticai solidarity of the peoples of Africa, 
of the socialist countries and of the 
workers of the whole world. We could 
tell much more about our trip, but these 
are in short some of the experiences we 
lived. 

Back in Italy, we shall continue to con-
solidate relations with FRELIMO and 
develop the campaign to make our whole 
people aware of the situation in Mozam-
bique, so that side by side with the 
Vietnam solidarity movement, the soli-
darity with FRELIMO will grow for the 
liberation of Mozambique and for the 
liberation of the whole of Africa. 

A SOLDIER ESCAPES 
FROM CAETANO'S WAR 

Carlos Maltes, deserter from the Portuguese army, among FRELIMO fighters 

«< was conscripted on the 4th of May, 
I969. I fmished my basic training on the 
20th of July. From August I st to 29th 
I was given special training on firing 
mortars. On the 30th December, I969 
I was sent to Mozambique. I carne in a 
special troop transport plane and arrived 
in Beira on the I st January, I970. 

I spent 3 months in Beira, serving at the 
General Headquarters. Then my Com-
pany was dispersed: some went to 
Lourenço Marques, others to Tete, Niassa 
or Cabo Delgado. I was posted at Mueda, 
Cabo Delgado, joining a Company which 
was already there but which had been 
greatly reduced owing to the many lasses 
it had suffered in combat-company No. 
33. 

I was in Mueda for 2 years. I never took 
part in battles, as my work was in the 
Headquarters Garage, repairing vehicles. 

After 2 years, when I was expecting to 
return to Portugal, I was informed that, 
for disciplinary reasons, I had to spend 
2 more years in Mozambique, and that I 
was to be transferred to another post in 
the bush. I was also informed that the 
reason for this disciplinary action was that 

Last August, a Portuguese soldier, cor-
poral No. 119443 69 Carlos Manuel Mal-
tes, deserted  from the colonial army in 
Cabo Delgado Province and sought the 
protection of FRELIMO. He was bom 
in Aveiro, Portugal, is 24 years old, 
studied up to 4th class primary school, 
and is a mechanic by occupation. He is 
married with two children and his parents 
are peasants. Interviewed by a member 
of the FRELIMO Information Depart-
ment, Carlos Maltes said the following: 

one day I had been seen by the Company 
Comman&rd~~~b~r~thoot~~ 

mission. I got very angry and very wor-
ried. 

I had thought myself already safe, after 
the 2 year period without fighting. The 
idea of spending two more years in a 
zone of intensive war demoralised me 
completely, particularly because while in 
Mueda, I had already heard that the 
Namatil post to which I was to be sent 
was being constantly attacked by FRE-
LIMO 'terrorists'. The last thing I had 
heard was of an attack in July this year, 
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1972, in which severa! of my colleagues 
were killed or wounded. I was sure that 
my going to that post would mean the 
end of my life. 

As soon as I arrived in Namatil I started 
to prepare a plan for escape. I spent less 
than a month at that post: during that 
time we were attacked once, with artillery 
fire. Some days !ater I ran away -went 
into the bush to FRELIMO. I did not 
care if I was attacked by a tiger or a lion, 
if I stepped on a mine, or whatever else 
might happen. Ali I wanted was to be 
free from the war, not to be forced to 
commit crimes. 

For I am conscious that this war is not 
our war. The Portuguese people cannot 
speak because . of fascism, bu t if they 
could, they would condemn this dirty 
and unjust war. We also would not accept 
it if the Africans were to cross the seas 
and invade Portugal to destroy our fields 
and our houses, to kill us or our parents 
or children. The Portuguese government 

is waging this war only to murder the 
Portuguese soldiers. Caetano and his 
gang, those who benefit from the war, do 
not suffer, they are safe, it is we who are 
sent to our deaths-for nothing. 

The day before my desertion two other 
white soldiers, both born in Mozambiquc 
had also run away. I thought I would 
meet them here -if they did not arrive 
that means that they must have hit the 
mines around the post: all the surroun-
ding area is in fact mined, and only the 
saboteurs know the positions of these 
mines. 

I am very glad to have taken this decision. 
The treatment I get in FRELIMO could 
not be better. I confess I am surprised, 
the officers in the army tell us that if 
we are caught by the terrorists they will 
try to get every bit of information out of 
us and !ater kill us. They also tell that in 
FRELIMO there is only disease and pov-
erty, that the guerrillas spend their time 
grubbing in the earth, searching for roots 

to eat. We think -is FRELIMO really 
like that? This is the reason why many 
soldiers who would like to dcsert do not 
do so. Every week there are mcctings of 
officers and soldiers at which this propa· 
ganda is constantly repeated. But I now 
have confirmation that what our officers 
tell us are lies. 

All communications with the post wherc 
I was were by radio and plane. Ali the 
supplies were also brought by air. The 
doctor used to come once a month, some-
times once in two months. 

I personally did not take part in any mili-
tary operation, but I knew of severa! 
FRELIMO attacks from my colleagucs. 
For example, I was told about 3 aircraft 
shot down, 2 from Mueda and one from 
Porto Amelia. The one from Porto 
Amelia was shot down in Nangololo, at 
the end of January, 1972. Of coursc I 
also heard of many FRELIMO ambushcs 
and attacks. 

FRELIMO'S NEW RECRUITS 
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SOLDIERS DESERT THE PORTUGUESE TO FIGHT FOR MOZAMBIQUE 

Last July, three Mozambican soldier.; 
deserted from the colonialist army in 
the southem zone of Tete Province, and 
joined FRELIMO. They are Antonio 
Anselmo Seremenga, Pedro Alvaro Cabral 
Lopes de Bettencourt da Camara, and 
Dias Boaventura. They ali brought with 
with them their weapons and equipment -
three G-3 sub-machine guns (West Ger-
man origin), one Walter automatic pistol 
(West German), one 60 mm mortar (Ame-
rican) and one radio-transmitter (South 
African). 

ln an interview the three deserter.; told 
how they joined the Portuguese Army 
and why they deserted. They revealed 
important information about the colo-
nial army, its state of collapse and de-
moralisation, the Portuguese attempt at 
"Africanisation" of the war and the ad-
vocacy by a section of the army of a 
UDI type of independence for Mozam-
bique. 

The text of the interview given in Tete 
by the three deserter.; iiPthe presence also 
of the British and Canadian visitors wi!J 
be published in the next issue of Mozam-
bique Revolution. 
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OAU Se c. General 
visi-t& Frelirno 

On the 1Oth September, the Secretary-
General of the OAU, Mr. Nzo Ekangaki, 
took advantage of a visit to Dares Salaam 
to acquaint himself with severa! aspects 
of FRELIMO's work. He visited the FRE-
LIMO printing section in Dar es Salaam 
and the FRELIMO Secondary School in 
Bagamoyo. He was accompanied by the 
President of FRELIMO, Comrade Samora 
Machel, the Executive Secretary of the 
OAU Liberation Committee, Major Ha-
shim Mbita, and other OAU and FRE-
LIMO officials. 

ln the printing section we explained to 
the OAU Secretary-General why it is 
necessary for us to edit and print our 
own school text books and information 
material and how we go about this task. 

Mr. Ekangaki addressed the students and 
staff at the Bagamoyo school. He talked 
about the role of youth in the liberation 
struggle. He said he was impressed by 
what he saw on his visit, the first he has 
made to an organisation fighting for 
freedom since his election. 

printing section 

Above and below: meeting the students at Bagamoyo 
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Ruins of the post of Demiciano in Tete, destroyed by FRELIMO forces 

WAR COMMUNIQUE 
CABO DELGADO 

During the period from May to Septem-
ber, FRF;LIMO fighters in Cabo Delgado 
attacked 12 posts; shot down 2 air-
planes and 1 helicopter, and destroyed 
several others on the ground; and Iaun-
ched a number of ambushes and sabotage 
operations, killing more than 200 enemy 
soldiers and destroying 17 vehicles. 

attacks 

The attack against the post of Ulumbi 
took place on the 21st of June; some of 
the h ouses were destroyed, 1 O soldiers 
killed and many wounded. On the 21st 
of July, we attacked and damaged the 
post of Namatil, killing 8 Portuguese 
soldiers. On 26th July, the sarne post 
was again attacked and 5 of the enemy 
were killed. On the 8th, 18th and 30th 
of August we attacked the posts of Chai, 
Nazombe and Namatil, damaging the 
buildings and killing a number of the 
soldiers of the posts' garrisons. And on 
the 18th of September, 1972, FRELIMO 
forees launched a series of simultaneous 
attacks against the posts of Ng'apa, Nama-
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til , Nangade, Saga!, Diaca, Nangololo and 
Mueda. 

ln Mueda which is the Portuguese military 
headquarters in Cabo Delgado, we des-
troyed 2 jet fighters,  7 helicopters, 5 
Harvard bombers and 4 reconnaissance 
planes on the ground, blew up the ammu-
nition and fuel depots, wiped out a 
number of barracks and inflicted heavy 
casualties on the enemy soldiers. Of the 
planes which had been called to give sup-
port to the Mueda garrison, one Harvard 
bomber was shot down and crash-landed 
on our positions. Inside the wreckage our 
fighters found two bodies.  We salvaged 
one radio and two sub-machine guns. 

The enemy did not react. For three days 
Mueda was in flames. 

aircraft shot down 
Besides the Harvard Bomber downed on 
the 18th September in the attack against 
Mueda, FRELIMO fighters shot down a 
helicopter on the 11th of June and a re-
connaissance plane on the 7th of July. 
The helicopter was attempting to land 
troops for an operation. lt crash-landed 

in thc outskirts of the post of Macomia. 
The plane was flying ovcr the zone of 
Ntandadi. lt also crash-landed whcn 
attemptin~ to reach the airport of Mucda. 

NIASSA 

From April -July, we attacked 4 posts 
and a strategic hamlet; derailed 3 trains 
sabotaged 2 bridges; destroyed 11 ve-
hicles and killed over 150 enemy soldiers. 

attacks 

We attacked the strategic hamlet of 
Machomane on the 25th of May killing 
4 soldiers and freeing 19 people. On thc 
23rd of Junc, the post of Pamba was 
badly damaged and 15 soldicrs werc killcd. 
25th June -FRELIMO artíllcry and in-
fantry units attacked the post of Milcpa, 
damaging it and killing 12 of the garrison. 
On the 14th of June and 21st of July, 
we badly damaged the camp of Matipa 
and the post of Unango. 

sabotage operations 

A FRELIMO unit m ined the railway linc 
to Catur. A train passing on thc line on 

.. 
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the 10th April was blown up and a num-
ber of Portuguese soldiers were killed. 

On the 4th June, 1972, a FRELIMO unit 
sabotaged the railway line between Catur 
and Belem. Four wagons were destroyed 
and four were damaged. At least 20 
passengers, most of whom were soldiers 
were killed in this operation. 

On the 17th June, another train was 
blown up on the railway line between 
Nova Guarda and Vila Cabral. Our mines 
destroyed or  badly damaged 5 of the 7 
wagons. Fifteen Portuguese soldiers were 
killed. 

On the 18th May, a bridge and a lorry 
(UNIMOG) carrying 18 Portuguese sol-
diers were destroyed on the road between 
Mandimba arid the enemy camp near 
river Luambala. Our comrades had mined 
the bridge. When the lorry passed over it, 
it triggered off the explosion: the bridge 
the lorry and the soldiers ali plu11ged into 
the river. 

TETE 

During the period between March ·-July ~ 
1972, FRELIMO guerrillas in Tete pro-
vince shot down 2 planes and a helicop-
ter; blew up 3 locomotives and 16 
wagons; attacked 19 posts; sunk 6 
boats; sabotaged 5 bridg~s; launched 
127 major ambushes and sabotage opera-
tions throughout Tete; destroyed 52 
vehicles; and killed more than 550 enemy 
soldiers. 

aircraft shot down 

On the 15th of March, the e11emy at-
tacked 011e of our bases i11 the regio11 of 

Weapons 

captured 

from 

the enemy 

(G-3 subo 
machine 

guns) 

Mocumbura with helitra11sported troops. 
Duri11g the operation one helicopter was 
hit by our anti-aircraft fire and crash-
landed in the zone of Kaluwe. The whole 
crew -which included 4 officers -was 
killed. Next day a FRELIMO unit was 
sent to collect the wreckage. Our fighters 
found an enemy platoon guarding it and 
attacked them, killing three. 

On the 10th May, our comrades on a 
mission at the airfield of Mague Novo 
shot down an aircraft as it was taking off. 
The plane crashed on the spot, and the 
whole crew, comprising 2 military pilots 
and three civilians were killed. 

A Rhodesian reconnaissance aircraft was 
shot down in the region of Mague on the 
24th of May, when trying to locate our 
bases. It crash-landed on a mountain 
near the border with Rhodesia, as the 
pilot attempted to return to his base. 

trains destroyed 

Two trains were destroyed by mines in 

April, 011 the railway line Beira -Tete, 
on the section between Mecito and Chi-
weza. The first operation on April 20th, 
blew up the locomotive and 4 wagons. 
The second, on the 26th, caused the des-
truction of the locomotive and 3 wagons. 
On the 10th of May, a FRELIMO sabo-
tage unit mined the zone between Muta-

rara and Moatize. One train hit the mine· 
the locomotive blew up and 8 wagon; 
were derailed. 

six boats sunk 

On the 12th of April, our fighters sunk 
3 Portuguese patrol boats on the .Zam-
bezi River, in an ambush. 

On the 19th May, in another ambush on 
the sarne river, 3 patrol boats were sunk 
and many of the soldiers on them were 
killed. 

operations on the intemational road 
Rhodesia -Malawi 

Seventee11 more operation 011 the inter-
national road Rhodesia - Malawi took 
place during March -May. ln some cases 
civilian vehicles which were integratcd in 
military convoys were also hit by our 
fire. For example, the cases of the three 
buses carrying soldiers and civilians which 
were ambushed by FRELIMO fighters; 
one on the 1st March in the zone of 
Mphuno Zang'ombe; one on the 4th of 
April between Tete and Zobue; and o11e 
on the 17th of April in the region of 
Moatize. The other actions were carried 
out in Nchocho (1), Tete -Zobue (4), 
Chingwere (2), Nyangoma, Matambo, 
Changara ( 4), Tete -Goba. 

bridges destroyed and damaged 

Two bridges were destroyed, on the 21st 
May and 25th July. The first one on the 
road Fura11cungo -Tete, and the second 
over the river Diangui, about 1 km. from 
the post of Bene. On the 26th May, a 
third bridge was damaged on the road 
Tete -Beira. 

One bridge was blown up on the inter-
national road Rhodesia -Malawi on the 
26th April. The bridge spanned the river 
Chimunda and was 20 meters long, built 
from concrete. Another bridge over river 
Mtudzi on the sarne road, was damaged 
on the 2nd of April. 

posts attacked 

The fol!owing camps or posts were at-
tacked and totally or partially destroyed: 

14th April, post of Vila Gamito; 16th 
April, post of Chibovo; 21st April, camp 
of Nhacapiriri; 25th April, camp of 
Chimidza; 30th April, camp of Chiu-
tumbo; 1st May, post of Mocumbura; 
14th May, post of Chimwa. (During the 
attack on Mocumbura the administrator 
of the post as well as 15 Portuguese sol-
diers were killed; a Rhodesian policeman 
who was at the post was wounded). 
14th May, camp of Vila Gamito; 29th 
May, camp of Caldas Xavier; 14th Ju11e, 
post of Makwio; 18th June, camp of 
Mtengo-Wambalame; 21st June, military 
headquarters of Mulambe; 23rd Ju11e, 
military headquarters of Mavudzi; 25th 
June, a camp in the zone of Mavudzi; 
27th June, military headquarters of Fra-
ma; 18th July, post of Chofombo; 19th 
July, post of Kanyenda; 22nd July, 
post of Armando. 
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The lllrd meeting of the 

Technical Committee of 

Experts of the Economic 

Commission for Africa was 

held in Addis-Ababa from 

September 2 to 8, 1972. 

FRELIMO, an associate 

member of the E.C.A. was 

represented at the meeting 

which was in preparation 

for the Ministerial Con-

ference to take place next 

year in Accra. 

We quote from our report 

to the Committee: 

Economic 

development 

in the 

liberated 

are as 

lt might appear to some that it is out of 
place for a Liberation Movement to speak 
of development, for a people who are still 
havíng to fight for their liberation to con-
cern themselves with national reconstruc-
tion. 

Yet it is only logical that those who wish 
to liberate themselves should know what 
to do with their freedom, and ali the more 
so when such a high price in bloodshed 
has to be paid for regaining it. Further-
more, and this is just as important, the 
actual situation now prevailing in Mozam-
bique is such that the question of econo-
mic and social development arises as an 
immediate problem. 

The armed action of our people has 
started to bear fruit. 

At the present time, there are large areas 
of our national territory in which the 
colonial army makes its presence felt 
only through the air force, having been 
forced to evacuate vast regions. 

Today, there are vast liberated areas in 
Mozambique which extend over more 
than 200,000 square kilometres, i.e.  a 
quarter of our national territory, and 
which are inhabited by about a million 
people. 

ln these liberated areas, which are in 
Cabo Delgado, Niassa and Tete provinces, 
the Mozambican people, under the leader-
ship of FRELIMO, have embarked on the 
process of national reconstruction with 
the aim of meeting the growing needs. 

Our first concern was to ensure agricul-
tura! production sufficient both to meet 
our people's needs in food and to pro-
duce some surpluses which could be ex-
ported in order to provide the means for 
obtaining essential manufactured goods 
which had completely disappeared with 
the withdrawal of Portuguese traders. 

True, it was a question of getting agricul-
tura! production going again, bu t struc-
tural changes also had to be made in this 
field. lndeed, since production had been 
subject to the principies of the «colonial 
pact», we had to replace products for the 
colonial economy -cotton and oil plants 
- with others which could feed the 
masses properly, since, for very good rea-
sons, those products could no longer 
find their way to the traditional markets 
and we had neither the means nor the 
technology to use them ourselves. There-
fore cotton growing had to be stopped in 
the liberated areas, whereas oil plant pro-
duction was reduced for a while and !ater 
increased again when we started to find 
markets in friendly countries. Converse-
ly, there has been a substantial increase 
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in food crops on the one hand, because 
the people have been freed from the 
colonial constraints, under which they 
were subjected to forced labour and 
growing compulsory crops which pre-
vented them from growing what they 
themselves needed; and, on the other, 
because the people are now producing 
in their own interests. 

Politica! mobilisation in favour of the 
coopera tive mo de of production has made 
it possible to generalise the peasant mu-
tual aid and cooperative movement, which 
rendered productive efforts far more ef-
fective and also led to greater diversifi-
cations. 

For reasons which have to do with the 
shortage of qualified cadres, it is difficult 
to give statistics on the situation. ln any 
event, it can.be said that agricultura! pro-
duction in the liberated areas has in many 
respects attained a higher levei than at 
t~e time o( colonial rule, despite the per-
Slstent war conditions, bombing raids and 
spraying of chemical agents. Four varie-
ties of cereal, three tubers, six vegetables 
and as many oil plants make up the bulk 
of agricultura! productions. 

This activity is combined with livestock 
raising. Small-scale !ivestock raising, es-
pecially chicken breeding, is very wide-
spread. Almost every family keeps chic-
kens and many also have ducks. Pig 
breeding is quite important in Cabo Del-
gado and Tete provinces, but rarer in 
Niassa, where a substantial sector of the 
population is Muslim. Also worthy of 
note is goat raising, especially in Tete 
province. Cattle raising is practised only 
in Tete, where the overwhelming majority 
of the people have cattle which are also 
used as draught animais. Bee-keeping is 
also practised in all the provinces. 

Ali these activities produce exportable 
surpluses. It should be noted, however, 
that only the export of oil seeds and to-
bacco is permitted, the surpluses of other 
products being kept as reserves to face 
contingencies in the war situation, as 
well as being used to sustain new combat 
zones where the population and the army 
have not yet started production. Exports 
from Cabo Delgado Province are already 
well organised whereas they have just 
started in the other provinces. The 
tonnage exported from Cabo Delgado last 
year was in the neighbourhood of one 
thousand tons. Sesame, castor-oil seeds, 
groundnuts and cashew nuts accounted 
for more than two-thirds of thé products 
exported, the remainder comprising dried 
fish, tobacco, beewax and other products. 

The development of agricultura! and other 

Making iron tools in liberated Mozambique 

production is coming up against a series 
of obstacles and bottlenecks which can 
be listed under severa! headings. 

1. The Crimes of the Enemy. 

One of the major airns of the colonial 
army of aggression is to starve the popu-
lation. Heliported troops come to sack 
and loot, to bum crops and granaries, and 
to kill cattle and poultry. The airforce 
drops napalm and phosphorous bombs on 
crops, and bombs and strafes animais. 
More recently, with South African help, 
the enemy have been using chemical 
agents, and the spraying has particularly 
affected cassava. 

2. The Shortage of Selected Seeds. 

The people are very often forced to use 
just any seeds, some of them already 
bearing diseases. Under such conditions, 
the results cannot measure up to the 
efforts expended. Furthermore, it some-
times happens that enemy activity creates 
famine conditions in certain places, 
forcing the people to eat the seeds. 

Also, and this is the case with cotton, for 
example, certain crops have been stopped 
for laçk of markets. However, there are 
now outlets for these products abroad 
and even inside our country, where we are 
creating the conditions for them to be 
absorbed. But the fact of having stopped 
production for sometimes as long as 
eight years means that the seeds have 
disappeared. 

3. Insects and Rats. 

There are many kinds of insects which 

attack agricultura! products from the time 
of sowing until the harvest, and even in 
the granaries. The sarne is true of rats. 
Sometimes the fields are destroyed or 
severely damaged. 

4. F ertilisers. 

The great shortage of fertilisers makes it-
self felt, especially in the regions most 
affected by bombing raids and chemical 
agents. Efforts we have made have suc-
cessfully mobilised the people to put an 
end to the harmful and centuries-old 
practice ofbush burning, thereby stopping 
one of the traditional scourges which ruin 
the soil. But it should be recognised that 
napalm and phosphorus bombing has 
more than replaced the effects of bush 
burning.  Moreover, although the pro-
gramme for using natural fertilisers from 
cattle has met with a certain degree of 
success, it is nonetheless true that cattle 
are not to be found everywhere and that 
even where they do exist, their manure 
output is not sufficient. 

5. Animais for Livestock Raising. 

Although livestock raising is an important 
activity in our liberated areas, it is far 
from meeting our minimum vital needs. 
On the one hand, the quality of the ani-
mais is still rather poor, and on the other, 
there is still not a sufficient quantity of 
them, especially as a result of the diseases 
which decimate them. For example, 
Newcastle Disease often attacks chickens 
and the tsetse fly rules out cattle-raising 
over large regions. Hence, the need for 
twofold action for supplying the popu-
lation with se!ected animais and pro-
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vidirrg preventive medicines and vacci-
nations for animais. 

6. Draught Animais. 

One of the most serious bottlenecks in 
both externa! and internal trade is the 
Jack of any transport facilities apart from 
men. A man can carry an average of 20 
to 25 kilos over a distance of about 40 
kilometres a day's march, which is not 
nearly enough for the levei of production 
already reached or for the internal and 
externa! trade requirements of the libe-
rated areas. One possible solution would 
be to use beasts of burden, especially 
mules and donkeys, but they are virtually 
non-existent in our part of Africa. 

7. Craft-based Light Industries. 

A number of problems which hamper the 
development · of the liberated are as and, 
hence, prevent us from satisfying vital 
needs, can be solved through the setting 
up of craft-based light industries. FRE-
~IMO has been t~ckling these problems 
smce 1966 and some positive results have 
been achieved. Extracting salt from the 
sea has become a reality in many parts 
of Cabo Delgado and the question of 
making domes ti c  u tensils and certain 
agricultura! implements has been solved 
almost everywhere. A start has been 
made in solving the problems of fishing 
and fish preservation. 

However, this progress is far from pro-
viding the answer to our real needs. Yery 
many problems could be solved, because 
the liberated areas have an abundance of 
raw materiais and it goes without saying 
that internal consumption would absorb 
this production. This would be the case 
with soap-making and the establishment 
of rudimentary tanneries to supply craft 
shoe-making centres with cured skins and 
also with cotton spinning and weaving 
and the manufacture of agricultura! im-
plements on a larger scale and in a wider 
range. The solution of these problems 
requires twofold action, on the one hand 
obtaining the necessary tools for the libe-
rated areas, and, on the other, training 
skilled and semi-skilled people in these 
fields. 

8. Schools of Arts and Crafts. 

This leads us to the question of setting up 
a school of arts and crafts which could 
train carpenters, blacksmiths, tanners, 
shoe-makers, weavers, tailors, etc. This 
school should also be able to raise the 
levei of agricultura! cooperative cadres' 
knowledge of agriculture and livestock 
raising. 

9. The Basis for ECA Action. 

ln their resolutions and appeals, both the 
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UN General-Assembly and the Economic 
and Social Council, as well as many spe-
cialised agencies, have expressed the will 
to support our efforts in liberation and 
national reconstruction. Paragraph 3 of 
resolution 233 (X) passed at the First 
Meeting of the Conference of Ministers 
held in Tunis last year, asked the Execu-
tive Secretariat to do everything to sup-
port our efforts. 

We have described our needs in the course 
of our speech. ln other words, we have 
outlined those areas in which, by dint of 
its nature, we think the ECA could pos-
sibly help us. It is not a question of 
establishing a programme of ECA aid here 
and now. But having outlined our needs, 
we hope that our Conference will recom-
mend to the Council of Ministers and 
other appropriate bodies support for our 
efforts in the fields mentioned, and we 
should like that it be decided that the 
Secretariat make a thorough study, di-
rectly with us, of ways and  means of 
providing technical and financial assis-
tance for programmes to be jointly es-
tablished in the fields described. We 
would prefer to study these programmes 
with the Secretariat, since the shortage of 

The transpor! problem 

cadres typical of under-development, 
combined with the war conditions under 
which we are living, makes it  impossible 
for us to submit our projects in a detailed 
and complete way. For this reason, an 
on-the-spot enquiry and discussion would 
be desirable. 

1 O. Support for the Portuguese War 
Effort. 

There is another field in which ECA action 
should and must come into play: that of 
blocking economic aid to Portugal, the 
aid which renders possible the financing 
of a colonial war which has exceeded its 
tenth year and costs some two million 
dollars a day. Certain western countries, 
particularly the United States, Federal 
Germany, the United Kingdom, France 
and Japan, bear a heavy share of the 
responsibility for the pursuit of the colo-
nial war. Economic interests in those 
countries, stimulated by the absurdly 
low costs of forced labour and an ultra-
liberal tax po!icy, are making massive in-
vestments in our countries and, in this 
way, associating themselves with the Por-
tuguese colonial regime, the guarantor of 
their super-profits. 

Severa/ resolutions passed by the Conference were relevant to 
the Portuguese colonies. Among these were: 

'Assistance, instead of being given 
only to governments, will be given 
both to governments and territories. 
The secretariat must organise stu-
dies and projects about the prob-
lems of the liberated regions of the 
territories still under colonial domi-

nation.' 

'The conference unanimously con-
demned the use of forced labour in 
the territories occupied by the Por-
tuguese colonialists in Angola, Gui-
nea-Bissau and Mozambique, which 
is closely akin to slavery.' 

I 
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This is the theme of a poem on page 13 O 

Three Mozambicans deserted from the Portuguese army and joined FRELIMO. 
They reveal the subversive indoctrination going on in the army, aimed at some 
kind of UDI. 

FRELIMO and other Liberation Movements scored important 
successes at this year's UN meeting. The exact significance 
of the successes are explained by F RE LIMO's Politicai 
Commissariat on page 16 O 

Caetano, the Prime Minister of Portugal, tried for a time to give an 
impression that he was going to be more liberal than Salazar. His 
real aims and manoeuvres are exposed in our main article on page 18 O 

page 14 O 

I . 
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The general strategy which has been guiding FRELIMO is still valid, although 
certain aspects of our tactics must, however, be brought up to date, in line 
with the developing politico-military situatiol) in Mozambique. 

This is one of the conclusions reached by the Central Committee of FRE-
LIMO, which met from 4 to 30 December this year to analyse the situation 
of our liberation struggle, to clarify certain aspects of the politicai line and to 
draw up guidelines for our movement. 

The decision on strategy was taken after the various Departments had sub-
mitted reports on their activities. These reports provided the Central Com-
mittee with an overall picture of the progress of the struggle in each sector. 
A summary of these reports gives the following general picture. 

Four provinces are at war, and in 3 of them vast regions have already been 
liberated. ln these 3 provinces -Cabo Delgado, Niassa and Tete -the 
enemy control only the towns and still occupy a few fortified military 
centres, but even these are the constant targets of our attacks. The whole 
people fully support the liberation struggle. The enemy's reaction has been 
to try to seal them off in concentration camps, while at the sarne time laun-
ching brutal reprisal raids against villages in the war zones. ln the liberated 
areas, which cover about one-quarter of ou r country, the people are finally 
living free from colonial oppression and exploitation, engaged in the great 
tasks of national reconstruction, which include the opening up and develop-
ment of agricultura! fields, handicrafts, schools, medical posts and trading 
centres. About five months ago, on 25th J uly, armed struggle was also 
started in Manica e Sofala Province. The struggle is advancing impetuously 
there and has already reached the centre of the Province, which is the geo-
graphical centre of ou r country. 

ln the areas still under enemy control, FRELIMO's presence and influence 
is daily growing and the people's levei of politicai consciousness is steadily 
rising. There too the people as a whole support the ideal of independence 
and follow the policy of FRELIMO. 

lnternationally, FRELIMO's prestige is increasing and being consolidated as 
shown by the support we receive and by the recognition of our Movement 
by a growing number of countries and international organisations. This 
recognition is not confined to the socialist countries which, by virtue of their 
policies, are naturally with us; it is even being shown by western capitalist 
countries which are Portugal's traditional allies. Some of them, concerned to 
see the day of ou r final victory coming ever nearer, sustain the hope that by 
supporting o.ur stand in this phase they will be able to safeguard their in-
terests in independent Mozambique. 

The major difficulty we are facing is Jack of cadres, able to undertake the 
multiple tasks imposed by the development of the struggle -in the politicai 
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and military field, in health, education, production and commerce, infor-
mation, externa! affairs, etc. Also, material difficulties: lack of medicines, 
school equipment, production tools and seeds, and weapons. 

Having thus described and analysed the situation in Mozambique and laid 
down guidelines for more efficient work by the Departments, the CC pro-
ceeded to examine a number of specific situations related to the advance of 
the struggle. Notable among these were the following: 

1. The fact that the struggle has already reached highly urbanised areas 
with a high concentration of white population, where enemy econo-
mic interests are especially powerful. 

2. The stepping up of enemy machinations aimed at discrediting FRELIMO 
through accusations of terrorism and making vague promises about 
autonomy and social progress, as an attempt to convince the people to 
desert the liberation struggle. 

A general directive was laid down: to make a clear definition of the targets 
in each phase of the struggle, to constantly explain the implications of 
enemy's strategies, to increase organisational work among the people, and to 
continue to implement FRELIMO's popular revolutionary line at every levei. 

Special importance was attached to the definition of who is the enemy. 
Owing to the fact that the Portuguese colonialists instituted a system of 
direct administration and exploitation in Mozambique, the people naturally 
tend to identify colonialism with the Portuguese, the white man, and to 
apply this concept generally to ali Portuguese, to ali whites. However, 
FRELIMO's popular and revolutionary line is opposed to this generali-
sation and defines the enemy not on the basis of race or national origins, 
but rather on behaviour. From the very outset, FRELIMO has maintained 
that our enemies are not persons of white colour, or  of Portuguese origin, 
or any other nationality, but ali those persons, white or black, Mozambican 
nationals or foreigners, who are opposed to our ideais of freedom and total 
independence. The CC, through analysing the way in which the war is being 
conducted in Tete and Manica e Sofala provinces, where there is a very 
large white population, expressed its satisfaction that FRELIMO's politicai 
line, which advocates the total abolition of racism and tribalism, has been 
fully adopted and implemented in its entirety by the FRELIMO fighters. 

Also reaffirmed was the principie that FRELIMO is a Front, which ensures 
the participation of ali the genuinely anti-colonialist forces prepared to 
struggle for the total independence of Mozambique. Our experience, how-
ever, and more concretely the fact that ata certain historical moment there 
appeared within FRELIMO people who attempted to take power to continue 
to oppress and exploit the people, has led the CC to qualify this principie. 
Hence, the CC recognised that although we are a Front, this Front has as 
its point of departure the negation of the exploitation of man by man. 

An important outcome of this meeting was that ideological unity, which 
was already seen to be so strong at the previous meeting in 1970, has been 
consolidated over the past two years, and today it ensures almost total co-
hesion within the movement. This was clearly evident in the depth and far-
reaching nature of the analyses, and in the absolute unanimity with which 
decisions were taken. The CC concluded that this unity and ideological 
clarity are the reason for our victories and that these must be carefully pre-
served and even further strengthened. 

The struggle continues. 
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THE 
ATTACKS 
THAT SHOOK 
MOZAMBIQUE· 
The thunder of long-range shells which 
bombarded Chingozi airport in Tete, and 
the administrative, military. and economic 
centre of the town of Tete on 9 Novem-
ber is still reverberating throughout Mo-
zambique. What is more, its echo is 
spreading to the whole of Southern Africa, 
where the racists are closely following 
developments in Tete and can hardly con-
tain themselves from intervening openly 
and on a massive scale. 

The chief reason for the impact of this 
operation lies beyond the very heavy 
lasses and damage inflicted -at least 17 
aircraft destroyed, heavy loss of life and 
the destruction of the airport, hangars 
and technical equipment at Chingozi air-
port, and in the attack on the town of 
Tete, the destruction of the General 
Staff building, administrative and econo-
mic building and also the Zambezi Hotel 
housing senior army officers and techni-
cians for the Cahora Bassa Dam. 

The operations in Tete Province, and 
similar ones like that which took place 
on 18 September against the Muedà air-
port in Cabo Delgado Province, are evi-
dence of the constant development of the 
technical and organisational capacity of 
the people's liberation forces in Mozam-
bique. At the sarne time, they show that 
more important and supposedly invul-
nerable targets are increasingly àt the 
mercy of our attacks. · 

Of course, the significance of the use of 
more and more complex weapons cannot 
be reduced to its solely technical aspects, 
although the use of new and more com-
plex weapons means a decided increase in 
technical capacity. 

But owing to the complexity of the logis-
tic problems they pose, they are above ali 
proof of the consolidation of our activity 
at alilevels, especially as regards the mobi-
lisation of the people and the organi-. 
sation in the areas under FRELIMO con-
trol. From this point of view, what they 
represent, above ali, is a politicai victory. 

Moreover, they must be seen within the 
context of the sustained offensive of our 
forces which, in the country as a whole, 
is taking the form of intensified opera-
tions and the spread of the struggle to new 
zones, both in the provinces which are 

already at war and in those where the 
struggle has just been launched. Thus, 
in Cabo Delgado, the attack on Mueda 
airport was accompanied by seven simul-
taneous attacks on other military posts. 
. The attack on Chingozi airport and the 
town of Tete were followed by sabotage 
operations on a 120 km. stretch of the 
Beira-Tete railway, operations on the 
Rhodesia-Ma1awi international strategic 
highway and attacks on enemy tactical 
posts and strategic hamlets. 

ln the eastern region of Niassa Province, 
six bridges linking the provincial capital 
Vila Cabral to important strategic points 
in that eastern region were destroyed in 
the past three months, which has limited 

• enemy movements to air transport. This 
has made it possible to spread the strug-
gle to regions further to the south and to 
free hundreds of members of the civilian 
population. 

ln Manica e Sofala, where the struggle 
was launched on 25 July this year, op·era-
tions are coming closer to Vila Pery. 

As usual, the Portuguese High Command 
at first continued to deny these deve-
lopments, claiming that the nationalist 
forces were meeting with no success. But 
in so doing, they were overlooking the 
different conditions prevailing in the new 
fighting regions. Unlike what was hap-
pening in the North, where the Portu-
guese presence is now almost exclusively 
military, in Tete and Manica  e Sofala 
provinces the colonial presence and econo-
mic activity are much more intense, so 
that there are multiple and permanent 
links and contacts with the rest of the 
country, of which Manica e Sofala is in 
fact the centre. 

3 

J 
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Portuguese communiqués at first denied 
or minimised our forces' activity in Ma-
nica  e Sofala, or else reduced it to «opera-
tions in the Tete isthmus.» At that very 
time, however, substantial information 
and the eye-witness accounts of cJvilian 
traders, truck drivers and others, con-
firmed our presence and activity in the 
area around Vila Pery, which is well to the 
south. The sole result of ali this has been 
to discredit ali information put out by 
the Portuguese High Command. 

The widespread distrust of official 
sources of intormation has been further 
aggravated by the fact that the South 
African and Rhodesian press, which until 
recently had no qualms about publishing 
pretty crude accounts of the war in 
Mozambique, is now showing barely con-
cealed contempt for the military capacity 
of the Portuguese army. 

True, the Jack of credibility of Portu-
guese war communiqués has long been 
evident to world opinion, but now scep-
ticism mingled with anxiety is gaining a 
hold on the colonialist population itse!f. 

Owing to their repercussions throughou t 
the country, and especially in colonialist 
circles, the attacks on Chingozi airport 
and Tete provided an illustration of the 
confusion and difficulties besetting the 
colonial army as a result of its own lies. 
The Portuguese Command initially chose 
the tactic of silence. But in the face of 
the many reports circulating among the 
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Another bridge blown up. This one was in Niassa Province 

people, which had become a topic of 
conversation everywhere in the country, 
on 22 November they issued a first com-
muniqué which denied that our operation 
had been successful claiming that only 
three mortar shells had hit the runway, 
but had failed to explode. Two days 
!ater, a second communiqué stated that 
!ong-range shel~s had been fired but that 
they had fallen short of their target and 
caused no damage. 

Three days !ater, · the unofficial radio 
station broadcast a commentary on the 
reasons why the military command, con-
trary to usual practice, had issued two 
successive special communiqués on the 
sarne attack, which had in any case failed. 
The commentary in question, apart from 
the usual recriminations against trouble-
makers and rumour-mongers, was per-
meated with a tone distinctly criticai of 
the Portuguese Military Commander, 
Kaulza de Arriaga, who, through his 
haste and clumsy communiqué had 
merely increased the impact of the Tete 
operation. 

One can speculate on the reason for this 
criticism, the prelude to disintegration 
within the colonial apparatus in Mozam-
bique. The foremost cause is doubtless 
the success achieved by our fighters, 
which is making each sector of the colo-
nial apparatus wash its hands of the 
matter, as in every time of crisis, and to 
blame others for the failure. 

The second reason is to be found in what 
is now common knowledge, i.e. General 
Kaulza de Arriaga's politicai ambitions, 
which have not failed to rouse the an-
xiety of the Caetano government. 

ln an interview published elsewhere in 
this bulletin, we mention the statements 
made by deserters from the Portuguese 
army who speak of i.ndoctrination courses 
based on seemingly nationalist Mozam-
bican watchwords, which are organised 
by General Kaulza de Arriaga for the 
troops under his direct command. lf one 
were to relate this strange behaviour with 
the no less ambiguous ties the General 
maintains with J. Jardim, a Beira business-
man and one of the upholders of the idea 
of white independence in Mozambique, 
one might reach the conclusion th.at 
having failed in his ambition to become 
President of the Republic of Portugal, 
General de Arriaga is seeking the politicai 
space he needs to realise his ambitions. 
Moreover, Kaulza de Arriaga's politicai 
designs are clearly connected with his 
efforts to appear to be a 'politician', as is 
revealed by the changing tone of the 
statemen ts on strategic matters and the 
military communiqués put out by the 
Portuguese military command in Mozam-
bique. Thc initial bravado which preceded 
the big 'Operation Gordian Knot' laun-
ched in May- J une, 1970 -'the war will 
be over in a few weeks' -was followed 
by attempts to save face over the failure , 
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with such remarks as: 'No general can 
foresee the outcome of war'. Later on, 
Arriaga sorrowfully confided to a foreign 
correspondent: 'The guerrilla war will 
always exist'. It was then that the tone 
changed and military bragging ceased to 
be the sole content of communiqués, 
being interspersed with bits of so-called 
'politicai analysis' of which the avowed 
purpose was to 'win over the hearts and 
minds of the population'. This had the 
added advantage of making it possible to 
minimise the effect of military defeats. 

The United Nations debate on terrorism 
was the opportunity for taking further 
steps along these tines. ln order to label 
us as terrorists, the Portuguese started 
to clamour that they enjoyed the peo-
ple's support and that the FRELIMO 
fighters were terrorising the people. The 
underlying reason, however, is quite dif-
ferent. The success of our operations, 
and especially the politicai impact of our 
activity among the people, are such that 
growing numbers of people of all races, 
including Europeans, look upon FRELIMO 
as a serious and effective movement with 
a clear politicai line. The most striking 
example of this has been that of the 
Lourenço Marques students, whose Stu-
dents' Union has just been banned on the 
orders of the colonial government. Men-
tion should also be made of the wave of 
arrests and prison murders throughout 
the country, the most recent victims 
being two Mozambican Protestant priests. 
But a large number of European civilians 

who inhabit or go to the war zones have 
witnessed or sometimes been involved in 
a large number of operations in which 
they have seen in practice the distinction 
we make between the colonial machinery 
of repression and civilians who are not 
involved in repressing or exploiting our 
people. The lives of civilian truck drivers 
travelling on roads where our fighters are 
operating have been systematically spa-
red, although the vehicles and their loads 
have been destroyed. ln this way, these 
people have become living proof of the 
politicai consistency of our movement 
and of each of its militants. 

It is for this reason that Portuguese com-
muniqués are now doing their utmost to 
present FRELIMO as a terrorist organi-
sation which mainly attacks the civilian 
populations. 

We have seen from past experience how 
the Portuguese colonialists have had no 
hesitation in massacring innocent people 
to this end, then claiming that they are 
victims of FRELIMO. lt is therefore to 
be feared that similar methods, in which 
the Portuguese colonialists excel in cruel-
ty, may be used on a large-scale in future, 
with a view to trying to tarnish the con-
siderable and growing prestige which 
FRELIMO enjoys throughout Mozam-
bique. A barbarous operation of this 
type has already been carried out by the 
Portuguese in Mussowanhati, in Tete Pro-
vince. 

The problems of the repercussions of our 

operations is one of the chief preoccu-
pations of the Portuguese administration, 
not only in Mozambique but also in top 
circles of the Portuguese government. 
The frequent publications in the Rhode-
sian and South African press of reports 
on the successes achieved by our forces 
in the liberation struggle in Mozambique 
has been highly displeasing to the Portu-
guese leaders. On 14 November, in a 
nationally broadcast and televised speech, 
the Portuguese Prime Minister launched 
a particularly violent attack on Rhodesia, 
criticising 'inexperienced neighbours who 
allow themselves to be overcome by panic 
and who do not conceal their fears, thus 
playing into the hands of the enemy.' 

ln these circumstances, it can be assumed 
that one of the items of the agreement 
signed by Caetano and Smith during the 
latter's visit to Lisbon last October was a 
ban on all news on the Mozambican war 
in the Rhodesian press. lndeed, a few 
weeks later, on 27 November, the Lon-
don Guardian and BBC correspondent, 
Mr. Peter Niesewand, who had broadcast 
the news of the sabotage of the Beira-
Tete railway line at 20 points over 120 
kms. was detained by the Rhodesian po-
lice, who asked him to name his sources, 
and who is now under threat of legal 
proceedings. 

At all events, the agreement between 
Caetano and Smith was not complete. 
Only a few days after Smith's return 
from Lisbon at the end of October, there 
was a meeting of the Rhodesian and 
South African Ministers of Defence and 
Chiefs of Staff in Salisbury, the aim of 
which, according to information leaked 
to the press, was to find ways in which 
these countries could make up for Portu-
gal's inability to halt the advance of the 
liberation struggle towards the centre and 
south of Mozambique. 

Rhodesia, which is worried at our forces 
approaching the Beira-Umtali railway, 
which is vital for its supplies, is buming 
with the desire to intervene in Mozam-
bique in a more systematic and open 
way than up to now. 

The armed struggle for liberation in Mo-
zambique is therefore entering a more 
politically and militarily advanced phase, 
and also a more complex politicai, social 
and strategic context. Difficult tasks lie 
ahead for the FRELIMO militants and the 
whole of the Mozambican people. But 
the experience, determination and mo-
mentum of our struggle will bear fruit in 
new successes. The large-scale operations 
which have just taken place recently and 
the opening of new fighting zones are a 
prelude to this. 

5 
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-
Wreckage of a helicopter, shot down by FRELIMO, is carried away by militants. 

WAR COMMUNIQUE 

Cabo Delgado 
From August to October, 1972, FRE-
LIMO forces in Cabo Delgado Province 
attacked 17 military camps and posts; 
shot down 1 helicopter; destroyed 26 
vehicles; blew up 3 bridges and killed 
more than 325 Portuguese soldiers. 

attacks 

The following posts and camps were 
attacked: Namatil, Inhancoma, Ng'apa, 
. camp on the banks of River Messalo, 
camp on the banks of River Montepuez, 
Nantadola, Nangololo, Diaca, Pundanhar, 
Nangade. The most important attacks 
were on the 19 September when an 
enemy platoon from Nangololo tried to 
reoccupy the post of Muidumbe which 
they were forced to abandon last year. 
We attacked them there and as they had 
no shelter (ali the buildings had already 
been destroyed), they suffered heavy 
losses and the next day returned to 
Nangololo. On the 3 October when we 
destroyed ali the houses at the post of 
Lussoma, situated on the coast; many 
Portuguese soldiers were k.illed, inclu-
ding the commander and we captured a 
lot of material. On the I8 October when 
we Iaunched 4 simultaneous attacks ag-
ainst the posts of Nazombe, Nangololo, 
Ntadola and the concentration camp of 
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Abdala; ali the posts were damaged and 
at Ieast 30 enemy soldiers were put out of 
action. At the «aldeamento» of Abdala 
we captured material and freed many 
Mozambicans. 

ambush and sabotage operations 

Many uperations took piace during the 
period under review, particularly in the 
zones of Nacatar, Ancuabe, Chai, Mocim-
boa da Praia, Diaca, Nangade, Pundanhar, 
Marapwa, Panamozi, Montepuez, Cuero, 
and Macomia. ln these operations about 
90 enemy soldiers were killed and II 
vehicles destroyed. 

On 24 September we destroyed a bridge 
over the river Mwangedi; on 25 October 
a bridge over the river Nangu; and on 
30 October ,  a bridge over the river 
Chiumbulu. 

helicopter shot down 

On 24 September the enemy tried to 
launch an offensive in the zone of ltanda. 
We shot down one of their helicopters as 
it was trying to return to Mueda. The 
pilot and 6 soldiers were kilied. 

Tete 
Between August and November this year 
FRELIMO fighters in Tete attacked 17 
posts and camps; launched many major 

sabotage operations including 11 opera-
tions on the intemational highway Rhode-
sia -Malawi, in which 52 military vehi-
cles were destroyed, and several operations 
on the Beira -Tete railway line; sunk 
6 boats on the Zambezi River; destroyed 
2 bridges; shot down 4 planes and a 
helicopter; and killed more than 370 
Portuguese soldiers. We also launched 
heavy artillery attacks against the town 
of Tete and the Chingozi airport where 
more than 17 aircraft were destroyed. 

attack against tete town 

On the 9 November, 1972, at 5.30 p.m. 
FRELIMO forces in Tete Province laun-
ched a heavy artillery attack against the 
town of Tete, the capital of the Pro-
vince. Our attack was directed against 
the centre of the town where most of 
the military and economic installations 
are located. Our shells hit the Comman-
do's General Headquarters, the Post Of-
fice, the National Overseas Bank, and the 
Zambeze Hotel, which is usually occu-
pied by army officers, engineers working 
on the Cahora Bassa Dam and high 
government officials. Ali these instal-
lations were badly damaged. Accidentally 
some other commercial enterprises and 
garages were also damaged. 

attack against chingozi airport 

At the sarne time that Tete town was 
being attacked, another group of our 
fighters was pounding Tete's airport, 
Chingozi, with a barrage of shells. Bet-
ween 25 -30 aircraft were permanently 
based at the airport. Amongst these 
there were 2 jet fighters (G-91), 2 re-
connaissance planes, 5 «Harvard» bom-
bers, 2 NORATLAS, I plane used for 
propaganda purposes, 8 helicopters, 1 
civilian plane for passenger transport 
(from the Mozambique Air Company, 
DET A) and a few from the «Develop-
ment Company» involved in psycho-soêial 
activity. At the time of the attack 17 
aircraft and helicopters were parked at the 
airfield: ali of them were destroyed. 
The hangar was blown up together with 
the aircraft and helicopters which were 
inside. 

One helicopter which appeared during 
our attack, coming from Caldas Xavier 
was shot down. The runway itself was 
badly damaged. 

ln addition our fire also destroyed most 
of the 30 barracks built near the airport 
and where a company of paratroopers 
was garrisoned, charged with the specific 
task of dcfending the airport. Many of 
the enemy were killed when their bar-
racks were wiped out. 
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Prior to these two major attacks, our 
forces launched a series of small-scale 
attacks against the strategic hamlets which 
surround the town and the airport of 
Tete. 

ambush and sabotage operations 

Extensive operations were carried out in 
the regions North of the Zambezi River 
especially in the zones of Fingoe, Cahora 
Bassa, Cassula, Bene, Manje and Chiuta. 

On 27 August, three boats were am-
bushed on the banks of the Zambezi 
River in the zone of Mague and sunk. 
On 1 November, three more boats going 
from Mague to the camp of Cachomba, 
were also ambushed and sunk by our 
fighters. 

A concrete bridge over the River Mus-
sumbe, 2 kms. from Vila Gamito was 
destroyed, as well as a bridge over the 
River Nyamphassi. 

During the period under review our forces 
carried out 11 ambushes and sabotage 
operations on the road between Rhodesia 
and Malawi; 9 vehicles, including a bus 
were destroyed and at least 30 enemy 
soldiers were killed. 

actions on the beira-tete railway line 

Three sabotage operations on September 
11, 25 and 26 in the zones of Galawe, 
Mecito and Caldas Xavier resulted in one 
locomotive, 8 wagons and 2 trolleys being 
destroyed. 

Also, during the first fortnight of Novem-
ber FRELIMO sabotage units blew up 
the railway line Mutarara - Zobwe in 
many different places on the section 
between Kateme, through Migunga up to 
Chiweza over an extension of about 120 
Kms. 

posts and camps attacked 

During this period we attacked the fol-
lowing posts, camps and concentration 
camps: Oliveira, Mpewe, Canverere, 
Nhangoma, Taibo, Mponda, Mukhunda, 
Mtawa, Chicoa, Uncanha, Carinde, Mwan-
gzi, Chibwia, Kungua, Manje and Chibovu. 

Niassa 
ln Niassa Province from March to Novem-
ber this year, FRELIMO forces con-
solidated their control over the pro-
vince by cutting the enemy's commu-
nication !ines and attacking posts and 
strategic hamlets. Thus we attacked 3 
posts; destroyed 18 vehicles, 1 loco-
motive with 8 wagons. destroyed 2 brid-

ges; shot down a plane and a helicopter; 
killed at least 80 enemy soldiers and freed 
over 100 Mozambican prisoners. 

ambush and sabotage operations 

By destroying bridges, laying mines and 
constant ambushes, we paralysed ali en-
emy movement on the road linking the 
capital, Vila Cabral, with the military 
centres, Litunde -Nova Vizeu -Luatize, 
and Quinas, as well as on the other roads 
like the main road from Nova-Freixo -
Mau a, and Marrupa -Chamba-Catembe 
-Lussanhando. We destroyed the brid-
ges over Rivers Mkalama and Lalawile 
on the main road from Chipemba -
Mecula. We sabotaged the railway line 
in the zone between Belém and Vila 
Cabral and destroyed a locomotive and 
8 wagons. 

aeroplane and helicopter shot down 
ln March and April our fighters shot 
down an aeroplane and a helicopter in 
the districts of Maniamba and Unango 
respectively. 

posts and camps attacked 

Between July and August our fighters 
attacked the post of Lwangwa twice 
with artillery fire; and on 25 November 
we attacked the enemy camp at Maua. 
ln this operation a large quantity of 
equipment was captured and more than 
100 Mozambican prisoners freed. 

Manica e Sola/a 
The armed struggle for nationalliberation 
started in the Province of Manica e Sofala 
on 25 July, 1972. A report from the 
rnilitary commander of the province 
shows that our forces are active in the 
regions of Mandie, Mungari, Vila Gouveia, 
and the area between Mungari and Chem-
ba. The following are the first military 
operations carried out by FRELIMO 
guerrillas in the new front of Manica e 
Sofala. 

region of mandie 

On 29 July a FRELIMO unit ambushed a 
military car leaving the village of Chief 
Nhantshica for Nhatiti. The car was 
badly damaged and severa! Portuguese 
soldiers were killed. 

On the 6 August another car transporting 
enemy troops was ambushed when going 
from the zone of Chief Chimbirimbiri to 
Mandie where they were going to spend 
their weekend. The car was destroyed 
and the enemy soldiers were killed or 
wounded. 

region of mungari 

On 25 July FRELIMO artillery and in-
fantry forces attacked the enemy camp 
in the zone of Chief Catunguireni. Some 
of the tents were destroyed by fire; 7 
enemy soldiers were killed and a number 
of others wounded. 

On 5 August we attacked an enemy 
force camped near the village of Chi-
vanza, killing three Portuguese soldiers 
and destroying some of their equip-
ment. 

On 29 July, a convoy of 4 trucks was 
ambushed. The convoy had left Tete 
town, passed through Changara and was 
on the way to Vila Gouveia. ln one of 
the lorries a high-ranking officer was 
travelling and the other 3 were serving as 
escort for him. The ambush took place 
in the zone of Goera. The first lorry in 
the convoy was destroyed and the second 
was damaged. 

On 15 August a lorry carrying goods 
from Changara to Vila Gouveia, escorted 
by a military truck was ambushed in the 
zone of Calingamusse. When we opened 
fire, the military truck which was in 
front managed to escape towards Goera. 
Most of the goods in the other lorry were 
destroyed. 

region of vila gouveia 

On 25 July a FRELIMO unit stopped a 
convoy of 7 lorries coming from Beira, 
loaded with material for Cahora Bassa 
This was on the main road, in the zone 
between Goera and Vila Gouveia. The 
drivers (ali Europeans) did not put up any 
resistance and were left unharmed by our 
comrades. Some hours !ater a car driven 
by a man, accompanied by his wife, was 
stopped by our comrades. The couple, 
after being asked by our fighters, accepted 
to take the lorry-drivers with them to 
Vila Gouveia. Ali 7 of the lorries and 
the material, which included barreis of 
tar, drums of petrol, cement and elec-
trical equipment for the dam works, were 
destroved. 

region between mungari and chemba 

On 3 August FRELIMO artillery and in-
fantry units attacked the administrative 
post of Mungari where an enemy com-
pany was stationed. The post was dama-
ged. The enemy suffered heavy tosses 
although we do not know the exact 
numbers. However,  a Rhodcsian,  a spe-
cialist in opening wells, was at the post 
at the time and was gravely woundcd 
during the attack. He was taken by car 
to Goera where he was put on a plane 
for Rhodesia. 

7 
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V IS I TO RS I N  -F R E E MO Z A M B I OU E 

Above: Members of the OAU delegation with FRELIMO militants. 

Below: Major Mbita with captured Portuguese gun presented to the Liberation Committee. 

FRELIMO'S REVOLUTION 
GOES BEYOND BULLETS 

. I 

The liberation Committee of the 
O.A.U. is independent Africa's link 
with the freedom movements in 
the minority-rilled countries-of the 
continent. As such it is vital for the 

Committee to keep close con-
tacts with the movements and 

in the case of the Portuguese colo-
nies, -there is no better way of 
keeping in touch than by sending 
representatives to the liberated 
areas. ln October, a delegation 
from the Committee visited Cabo 
Delgado with FRELIMO, and its 
leaders. Executive-Secretary Major 
Hashim Mbita, on his return, gave 
a press conference in Dar es Salaam. 
The following article is a summary 
of his statement and replies to 
questions at that conference. 

At the point of entry we were met and 
welcomed by Comrade Samora Machel, 
the President of FRELIMO, and his aides 
and were with him throughout the jour-
ney until our return to Tanzania. We 
crossed the Rovuma and went to Cabo 
Delgado Province. I and my colleagues 
(Mr. Sidki, Dr. Kassiga, Captain Maka-
ranga, and one journalist) were the guests 
of FRELIMO for ten days in Mozambique. 

I would like to make it quite clear that we 
did not go to inspect what FRELIMO was 
doing; we went to learn what FRELIMO 
is doing, so that difficulties between the 
liberation movement and the secretariat 
would be eliminated. The trip was part 
of my familiarisation programme since I 
took office two and a half months ago. 

I have been impressed by the progress of 
the war. The whole area that we covered 
is completely under the physical control 
of FRELIMO. No Portuguese troops can 
move on land freely. Whatever movement 
the Portuguese can conduct to their iso-
lated camps is by air. Even with air trans-
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portation, the Portuguese manage to get 
their helicopters · with troops to these 
camps only aftér harassment and bom-
bardment to scare the ordinary people. 
This was particularly evident during the 
last six days of our stay in Mozambique. 
The Portuguese jets and bombers would 
fly ahead of the helicopters, or the heli-
copters would be escorted to the camps, 
where troops are confined to the spot 
and are unable to get water or food ex-
cept by air from the far south. 

It was clear that FRELIMO had control 
of the ground. On the ground there was 
free movement -very, very free move-
ment. All our movement was during day-
light, and the fact that we, as visitors, 
moved during the day was clear indi-
cation of the control of FRELIMO. FRE-
LIMO is running the show in Cabo Del-
gado, and must be doing the sarne in 
other areas which I did not visit but which 
have been visited recently by other 
groups -from the Liberation Committee, 
from the newspaper, «Uhuru», and from 
overseas. 

The people identify with FRELIMO. We 
talked to elderly people in the Cabo Del-
gado area, and they are confident. One 
of their main requests to us was to ask 
that their brothers and sisters who ran 
from Mozambique to Tanzania during the 
first offensive should return. The people 
are engaged in active production, they 
open up farms, they cultivate, harvest, 
and market their crops. 

We saw the problems that face the people 
in the form of need for medical care. The 
health facilities in _ Mozambique are not 
elaborate. The Liberation Committee 
and FRELIMO will be looking to friendly 
countries and African people all over the 
continent to aid in the humanitarian 
needs of the liberated areas. There is a 
need for school materiais for children, 
and more farm tools for the people to 
expand production in support of the 
freedom fight. 

It is a completely open secret that the 
people in Mozambique feed the liberation 
forces, and they speak of this with pride. 
Through politicai education, FRELIMO 
has been able to arouse politicai con-
sciousness to the level that people aid the 
soldiers not only to win the war but to 
push out the colonial force and to estab-
lish national rule in Mozambique, which 
will look after the interests of the people 
of Mozambique as a whole. 

I would like to mention successes in 
Mozambique which happeried while we 
were there or just before our arrival. We 
know that on September 18 this year at 

Above: The President 
of FRELIMO accom-
panies the OAU team 
on the march in Cabo 
Delgado. Right: 
Major Mbita with 
another FRELIMO 
gift to the Liberation 
Committee. Below: 
The delegation 
meets the people. 

9 
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Mueda, FRELIMO forces destroyed 19 
em!rny planes, 18 on the ground and one 
coming in to rescue whlch was shot down 
and fell behind the FRELIMO lines. ln 
thls plane, FRELIMO troops found a 
sub-machlne gun belonging to the pilot 
whlch they gave to me as a presentation 
to the Liberation Committee. Thls gun is 
of Belgian make, and shows that the 
Portuguese have support from the NATO 
countries. 

On September 24, another aircraft was 
shot down. On October 4, FRELIMO 
forces attacked an enemy post at the 
coast at Lussoma and captured a lot of 
military material and equipment, and 
freed many people who were imprisoned 
there. One of them, who had been 
working at Lussoma in one of these • 
guarded camps, concentration camps as it 
were, told us hls story: he was working 
for some Portuguese people who paid 
hlm one or two shillings a day -that was 
hls pay. 

While we were in Mozambique, the Por-
tuguese were bombarding various areas -
bombing started on the 7th and con-
tinued on 1Oth, 11th, 12th and 13th. ln 
many cases the bombings were aimless, 
but on one occasion killed two people 
and injured sixteen. On the following 
day FRELIMO forces brought down one 
of the aircraft at the Beira base, whlch 
had been the scene of serious fighting in 
1970 - 71, particularly in 1971. We 
brought with us a piece of the fragmen-
tation bomb dropped on the 10th. 

When the Portuguese had the upper hand 
in Mozambique before the armed struggle, 
and when the Portuguese were in control 
of all the areas, not much commerce had 
been developed and the communications 
system was very poor. ln Cabo Delgado, 
whlch I visited, there is still not much of 
a communications system, but the main 
roads I did see were those built during the 
offensive with hlgh costs in air cover and 
bombing to allow the Portuguese to move 
their troops to combat FRELIMO. Under 
FRELIMO's own programme of econo-
mic construction, a barter trade is now 
growing up. FRELIMO's priority is 
liberation. But the econorny and com-
merce are developing. Farms are being 
opened up, cultivated by soldiers and by 
the people. The people farm on a co-
operative basis. Villagers come together, 
clear the bush and cultivate co-operatively. 

As I saw it in FRELIMO, the armed 
struggle is not an end in itself. The pur-
pose of the armed struggle, as I under-
stood from FRELIMO, is to try and 
bring sense to the Portuguese colonialists, 
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Above: Dr. Kassiga, Mr. Sidki, Major Mbita and Captain Makaranga hold a working 
meeting in Cabo Delgado. Below: Mr. Sidki on a difficult section of the march. 

to stop their inhuman acts of oppression, 
and their denial of self-determination and 
dignity to the people. 

ln trying to suppress the voice of freedom 
the Portuguese have used force -they are 
using force now. They are being aided by 
friendly countries, particularly NATO 
countries, and we have evidence of thls. 
The aeroplanes are NA TO aeroplanes, 
the weapons the Portuguese use are NA TO 
weapons. It is no illusion that the air-
craft whlch are being shot at are either 
Canadian, American, French or Italian. 
The Portuguese are killing and oppressing. 
FRELIMO cannot rely on prayer when 
they are being oppressed, killed, tortured. 
The only chance is to fight back and 
fight vigorously. 

But beneath all thls you can see FRE-
LIMO as a humanitarian organisation that 
wants to build a nation and has a pro-
gramme for reconstruction in the liberated 
areas. Thls is a clear indication of their 
value for human-life - giving health 
services, giving mental liberation to peo-
ple through education, and broadening 
their horizons on life. Thls side of the 
story is not often told. A bullet echoes 
a great deal. The quiet revolution that 
takes place beneath the bullet is not told. 

I am confident of FRELIMO's victory. 
After the recent African stand at Rabat 
oh armed struggle, and the successes that 
have been achieved by FRELIMO, I have 
no doubt in my mind that victory is just 
around the comer. With total African 
support there should be no difficulty at 
all. 
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VISITORS lN FREE MOZAMBIQUE 

Jenerali Ulimwengu, a journa-
list with Tanzania's English-
language national newspaper, 
The Daily News, accompanied 
The OAU Liberation Commit-
tee delegation on their trip to 
Cabo Delgado. I n  a series of 
articles for his newspaper, he 
gave a detailed account of the 
visit. Here Mr. Ulimwengu 
summarises his impressions for 
«Mozambique Revolution.» 

FRELIMO: an 
inspirat ion 
for the 
youth of Africa 
Even in the articles I wrote for the «Daily 
News» I .failed to convey my real emo-
tions on what I witnessed in Mozam-
bique. The experience was too nove!, 
too surprising for me to record with the 
necessary accuracy and intensity. 

But one thing rests in my mind: FRE-
LIMO's successes do not depend on 
chance. They stem from the fact that 
the guerrillas are clear ideologically about 
what they are doing, and regard their 
struggle as more fundamental than the 
mere wielding of guns. 

Here are young men, as young as I, some 
of them initially trained in western ways, 
but who have managed to surrender their 
whole selves to the struggle, damning ali 
else that does not relate to this noble 
cause. They can offer nothing less than 
inspiration for me and for the whole 
body of you th in Africa. 

The fact that a new life thrives in Mozam-
bique today is a monument to what the 
ideological clarity of any fighter can do. 
The liberated areas have no electricity, 

... 

no motor transport, no concrete houses, 
no tarmac roads. But they have confi-
dence, they have freedom, they have will-
power. 

And ali this they put into practice, by 
· mak.ing the lives of the people better, 
through economic production, to prepare 
the people for the inevitably protracted 
struggle. Soldiers and civilians, working 
shoulder to shoulder, produce the rever 
lution. 

Education is growing, and here are young 
Mozambicans trained in the virtues of 
being men, thinking men. The whole 
future is taken care of by teaching these 
young people what it means to fight for 
liberation. 

The outmoded nonsense of male chau-
vinism no longer has a place in free Mo-
zambique, where men and women fight 
alongside each other having shed ali com-
plexes. The women guerrillas help to 
prove one point: women are also human 
beings. 

President Samora Machel introduces 
Jenerali Ulimwengu to villagers and 
militants in Cabo Delgado. 

Tough soldiers, that is what FRELIMO 
guerrillas are. Flexibility, constant mobi-
lity - the cardinal rules of guerrillas 
warfare -make FRELIMO such a force 
as the unprincipled colonial army cannot 
cope with. I must admit that the tough 
march was a test for me, but one I hap-
pily took as the education I got out of 
it is simply invaluable. 

Then of course, the company of learned-
in-the-struggle men was simply overwhel-
ming. The cheerful bu t serious Comrade 
Samora; the analytical Armando Gue-
buza; the thoughtful Alberto Sithole; 
the compact Joaquim Chipande; the swift 
and humorous Candido Mondlane; the 
kind Veronica -in fact ali the guerrillas 
that accompanied us to Cabo Delgado 
were to me teachers, but above ali com-
rades. 

One day Mozambique will be free and, 
just as I said while in Mozambique, we 
shall cross this artificial border to learn 
from the wisdom of the struggle that 
FRELIMO has successfully waged so far. 

11 
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VISITORS lN FREE MOZAMBIOUE 

THE MAN 
FROM 
NEWSWEEK 
A reporter from the American magazine 
«Newsweek» visited Cabo Delgado in 
November as a guest of FRELIMO. ln an 
article which appeared in the November 
27 issue of the magazine the reporter, Mr. 
Andrew Jaffe, described his eight-day 
trip to our country. 

He saw how a FRELIMO school operates 
with classes of 50 students being led by 
our teachers. He also watched a news-
paper being produced in the liberated 
areas and viewed an abandoned Portu-
guese post. 

Mr. Jaffe reported that «the guerrillas 
clearly hold sway over the rural areas in 
the north». By chance, however, he 
witn!!ssed a Portuguese raid as he was 
leaving a village. At the time he was 
accompanied by FRELIMO militants led 
by Comrade Alberto Joaquim Chipande. 

Mr. Jaffe's report said: «We were trud-

12 

REPOR TER 
ANDREW 
JAFFE: 
"THE 

GUERRILLAS 
HOLD 
SWAY" 

ging up a hill when, suddenly, the forest 
ahead exploded in gunfrre. At first I 
thought that Chipande had · arranged a 
mock battle to impress me, but · the 
look on his face told me this was no 
drill. As the ground shook from rifle, 
rocket and mortar frre, I was sure we had 
been caught in a Portuguese trap. But 
with consummate tactical skill, Chipande 
moved a squad up to pin the Portuguese 
down and then led our column on a 
flanking movement that took us safely 
round the ambush. There was no pursuit; 
we suffered no casualties». 

The reporter was also given a sharp re-
minder of our strong hostility to racialism 
of any kind. While marching alongside 
Comrade Alberto Sithole, he reported, 
· he found himself exhausted in the searing 
daytime heat. «< jokingly chided Sithole 
for walking so fast in order to defnon-· 
strate his racial superiority over the ·white 
man. It was the only time I ever · saw 
him become angry.» Comrade Sithole's 
reply was: «What is the point of our 
fighting racism if we are going to be-
come black racists instead?. Our fight is 
against Portuguese colonialism.» · 

lmages from Mr. Jaffe's eight-day visit 
to a liberated uea of Mozambique. 
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MYBROmER 

My brother 
is not he who was bom 
from the womb of my mother. 

Mybrother 
is he who grows with me 

in revolt. 

He is the one who was bom 
in the shadows -
the sun was not his, 
his land was not his, 
his strength was not his 

his wife 

was not his. 

My brother is the one who does not bend 

does not accept. 

He is the one who in the free paths 
drinks with me today the water of the sarne river, 

sleeps 
under the saine sky, 
sin~ with me 
the sarne son~ of war. 

My brother is'.the one who forgets himself: 

the liberation of his people 

is his reason for living. 

My brother 

is that one 

at my side 

who fights. 
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THREE 

MOZAMBICANS 

EXPLAIN HiE 

SITUATION 

lN THE 

PORTUGUESE 

ARMY 

0: What made you desert the Portuguese 
army? 

Pedro Camara: lt is because I am a Mo-
zambican, a nationalist, and could not 
accept to fight against my own people. I 
decided. to join FRELIMO because it is 
the force which is fighting for the inde-
pendence of Mozambique, and is follo-
wing the right path. 

Boaventura: I deserted because I did not 
like what the Portuguese told me to do. I 
could not kill my brothers. And as I 
knew there is FRELIMO, I decided to 
join it and participate in the struggle to 
free my country. I am Mozambican and 
logically this is the side where I should go. 

Seremenga: I deserted because in the 
first place I did not want to join the 
army, I was forced to do so. Even during 
the training in Goba, my idea was always 
how to desert to FRELIMO. 

0: From your experience, how do our 
people consider the struggle? 

Camara: ln the colonial army everybody 
knows that the whole people agree with 
and openly support the liberation struggle. 

14 

Last July three young Mozambicans deserted from the Portu-
guese Grupos Especiais (Special Grou,ps) to join FRELIMO. 
ln this interview, the 3 men -Antonio Anselmo Seremenga, 
Pedro Alvaro Cabral da Camara and Dias Boaventura -des-
cribe their experiences in the Portuguese armed forces. 

Nobody has any doubts about it. We 
saw it ourselves -when we were taking 
the people to the «protected villages» 
they would run away into the bush at the 
first opportuhity. And in fact, one 
strong reason ..that made me desert was to 
see that the people supported FRELIMO 
and we were looked on with hostility by 
them. 

0: Did you talk about FRELIMO among 
yourselves, while in the Portuguese army? 

Camara: ln the colonialist army we were 
under enormous pressure, we were con· 
trolled, we knew that among ourselves 
there were spies, PIDE agents. So we 
could speak about FRELIMO only with 
those whom we knew and in whom we 
had absolute confidence, when we were 
sure we would not be heard by somebody 
else. 

0: How are the relations between the 
white and black soldiers in the Portuguese 
army? 

Boaventura: There is racialism. Maybe 
less than in civilian life, but it is still pre· 
sent. For example, there are extremely 

few A frican officers. And even con· 
cerning the privates, when the officers 
distribute the daily tasks among the pri-
vates, they give the heaviest and dirtiest 
to the black soldiers. ln my unit we were 
many Africans, but ali sergeants and offi-
cers were white. 

0: And what about the mulattoes -
what kind of treatment do they get? 

Camara: lt depends on the whiteness of 
one's skin. lf you are fair, you are 
treated almost as a white. lf you are 
dark, you are more or less discriminated 
depending on how dark you are. 

0: Are there any differences in the be-
haviour of the white soldiers coming 
from Portugal and those born in Mo-
zambique? 

Camara: The white soldiers from Mo-
zambique are more racialist than those 
recently arrived from Portugal. I think 
the reason is that the soldier just arrived 
from Portugal has not yet had time to be 
influenced by the colonial mentality of 
racial superiority - he comes usually 
directly from the land he was toiling on 
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(and which as a rule is not his) and 
brought here almost by force. He him-
self was oppressed in Portugal. But here 
in Mozambique he is encircled with pri-
vileges, most of which are connected only 
with his colour. And being illiterate he 
tends to believe, after a while, that he is 
in fact superior to the blacks (otherwise 
he would not have such privileges!) and 
starts acting accordingly. 

Q: Boaventura, you said before that in 
your unit there were many Africans and 
very few whites. Does this mean that 
more Africans are joining the colonialist 
army? 

Boaventura: What I can say is that there 
are now more Africans in the colonial 
army. I heard the Portuguese telling us 
that ali were volunteers - but I know 
that many of them were coming directly 
from the prisons, and conscripted into the 
army. On the other hand, we were told 
in the politicai classes that it was we, the 
Mozambicans, who should deal with the 
present situation. I fail to understand 
the meaning of ali this. 

Camara: I think I know. lt is something 
related to a special Portuguese manoeuvre. 
I knew, being a sergeant, that the G.E. are 
responsible to only Kaulza de Arriaga, 
who is the Portuguese Commander-in-
Chief in Mozambique. That means, that 
we were something like a personal army 
of Kaulza de Arriaga. Also, the G.E. are 
composed almost exclusively of Mozam-
bicans - whites and blacks. Soldiers 
coming from Portugal are not as a rule 
accepted in the G.E. lf and when they 
are, they must have been in Mozambique 
at least 18 -24 months, that is, one-half 
of their normal time of service. Relating 
both things, and other things which I 
heard, I conclude that Kaulza has in mind 
some kind of independence for Mozam-
bique, with a puppet regime controlled by 
himself, with his Mozambican army con-
trolled by whites faithful to him. 

Q: Do you have any more evidence of 
this that you are saying? 

Seremanga: ln our unit we had politicai 
classes, given by a white Mozambican. 
And he told us th~at important events are 
about to take place in Mozambique, aimed 
at putting an end to the exploitation of 
the Mozambicans by the Portuguese 
«bourgeoisie». 

Q: Did they tell you in these classes that 
it was the white Mozambicans who would 
rule Mozambique, without the interven-
ti~:n of Portugal? 

Seremanga: They did not dare to say this 
openly, because most of us were black and 

could revolt. But they made it clear that 
they wanted independence and that it 
was time to put an end to Portuguese 
exploitation. 

Q: Did your instructors tell you that? 

Seremanga: Precisely. Their words were: 
«We need to free ourselves from the con-
tinued exploitation by the Metropolitan 
Portuguese. This thing of being ruled by 
outsiders must finish». And they also 
talked about FRELIMO. They said that 
FRELIMO is fighting for a just cause, but 
following a wrong path. 

Q: Did they say that FRELIMO is 
fighting for a just cause? 

Seremanga: Yes. And tney explained. 
They said that the just cause is indepen-
dence. And the wrong path is socialism. 

Q: Did you have foreign instructors? 

Seremanga: Yes. We have Rhodesian 
instructors whose task it was to establish 
the programme. We learnt about the anti-
guerrilla tactics used by the Americans in 
Vietnam, the French in Algeria and the 
British in Borneo. But we followed 
basically the American programme. 

Q: How is the morale of the Portuguese 
soldiers? 

Camara: As a rule it is very low-they 
are afraid of fighting but it ali depends 
on the levei of military training they were 
given. For example, we the GE are a 
very aggressive force due to the special 
technical and psychological preparation 
we have received. 

Q: What do you think is the aim of 
creating your unit, the GE? 

Camara: As I told you, I believe the GE 
are the instrument of a politicai man-
oeuvre aimed at independence under a 
white minority 

Q: During the operations do you partici-
pate together with the ordinary units or 
do you actas a separate group? 

Camara: lt depends. Basically we are a 
shock force, and in this way we operate 
as an autonomous group. When there are 
ordinary forces on the spot their task is to 
give us cover while we assault. But this 
is not a fixed rule. lt depends much on 
the concrete situation. 

Q: How to the GE treat the people in the 
war zones? 

Boaventura: The Portuguese soldiers are 
mentally deformed by colonialism. When 
they locate a village they kill, loot, via-
late the women, rob, burn everything. 
We had to pretend to be participating in 
the massacres -otherwise we should be 

in trouble. That was one of the reasons 
that made me desert. 

Q: What is the justification you are 
given for those massacres? 

Camara: We are told that we are in a war 
situation, and as the population supports 
the guerrillas, then the population are dur 
natural enemies -and we are justified in 
killing them. Thus if we met people and 
called to them but instead of coming to 
us they would try to run away, we had 
orders to shoot at them. Another ob-
jective is to gain them to our side 
through terror. However, we are told 
not to exaggerate the massacres as this 
could make the people support the guer-
rillas more strongly. 

Q: Don't the Portuguese have another 
method of «winning the hearts of the 
people» -as they say is now their main 
concern-other than through terror? 

Camara: The other method which is 
used is to concentrate the people in «pro-
tected villages». But as this process is 
carried out by force and as the people are 
not given any explanation and are very 
badly treated, ali they want is to run 
away. When I arrived here in the .FRE-
LIMO controlled zone, I met many people 
whom I myself had taken to the «aldea-
mentos» some mo'nths ago. 

Q: Did you participate, or did you wit-
ness some atrocities practised against the 
people? 

Camara: Yes. When my unit entered a 
village, the first thing to do was to burn 
the granaries and destroy ali the food. 
This we did severa! times. I remember 
also that once when we were in the bush 
we saw severa I people approach i ng. -When 
they noticed us they started running away. 
One old woman who could not run was 
killed by our fire. Another occasion, we 
received information that the son of an 
old man who was in a protected village 
had joined FRELIMO. Some soldiers of 
my unit went to that village and brought 
the man. He was beaten throughout the 
day. At night he died. 

Q: What is the feeling of the Mozam-
bican soldiers when they do these things? 

Camara: M::my are against it, but they are 
forced. lf they refuse, they are accused 
of being in favour of FRELIMO. 

Q: How do you foresee the development 
of the struggle? 

Boaventura: One of the real reasons why 
we deserted, to be honest, was that we 
knew we were on the losing side; we 
were certain that FRELIMO will inevi-
tably win. 

15 
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Success at the UN-
BUT THE 
ARME O 
STRUGGLE 

MUST 
GO ON 

An historie moment, as the FRELIMO representatives take their seats at the UN 

The decisions recently taken by the competent 
organs of the United Nations on the question 9f 
the Portuguese colonies crowned a year of vic-
tories for our people and pur Organisation on 
the international levei. The recognition of FRE-
LIMO as the single and true representative of the 
people of Mozambique and of the legitimacy 
of our liberation struggle; our status as observer 
at the UN Fourth Commission; the condem-
nation without reserves of Portuguese colonia-
lism;· the call for the Portuguese government to 

enter into negotiations with the Liberation 
Movements with a view to the speedy indepen-
dence of our peoples -are clear signs of Portu-
gal's discredit and isolation and our growing pres-
tige in the world. 
Following the UN meeting, the Politicai Com-
missariat of FRELIMO issued a message to the 
FRELIMO militants, explaining the importahce 
and significance of the resolutions and placing 
them in their correct context. The following is 
the translation of the message. 

Comrades, 

ln its last working session in October and 
November, this year, the United  Nations 
took very important decisions with re-
gard to our movement. lt is true that 
every year the question of the Portuguese 
colonies is discussed there -but this year 
it was the object of particular attention 
on the part of the most important organs, 
which resulted in decisions highly rele-
vant to our struggle. 

Thus, the IV Comrnission (Trusteeship 
Comrnission) decided to invite the repre-
sentatives of the liberation movements to 
participate as observers at the examina-
tion of the question of the Portuguese 
colonies. This status qf observer which 
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has been accorded to us has great poli-
ticai significance because it means the 
recognition on the part of the interna-
tional community that it is FRELIMO 
which represents the people of Mozam-
bique and exercises the politicai control 
over the coüntry and no longer the Portu-
guese government; this is the frrst step 
towards our more direct and active parti-
cipation in the international problems 
with which the U.N. deals. 

The authentic representatives 

The General Assembly in its tum started 
its work on the colonies by approving 
. certain resolutions. One establishing a 
week of solidarity with the peoples of 
Southern Africa and Guiné-Bissau who 

are fighting for their freedom and inde-
pendence starting on 25 . May, Africa 
Liberation Day; another recommending 
the competent organs of the U.N. to do 
ali in.their power to intensify and improve 
the activities of information centres on 
colonialism with a view to mobilising 
more effectively the world forces against 
this evil; and a third one determining 
the realisation in Oslo next year of an 
International Conference of Experts for 
the support of victims of colonialism and 
apartheid in Southern Africa. Entering 
into substantive matters, the General 
Assembly once more condemned the 
colonial policy of the Portuguese govern-
ment, its criminal alliance with Rhodesia 
and South Africa and the support that its 
allies of NA TO give to it. Referring con-
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cretely to the national liberation move-
ments of Angola, Mozambique and Guiné-
Bissau, the General Assembly of the U.N. 
reaffirmed that they are the authen-
tic representatives of the true aspirations 
of the respective peoples. A new note in 
the Resolution of the General Assembly 
was a statement on the need for nego-
tiations; «The General Assembly deems 
it irnperative that negotiations should be 
initiated at an early date between the 
government of Portugal and the national 
liberation movements» with a view to the 
speedy independence of the peoples of 
Mozambique, Angola and Guiné-Bissau. 
This organ recommended also that in the 
event of the non-compliance by the go-
vernment of Portugal with its recommen-
dations, the Security Council should ur-
gently consider taking a1l affective steps 
with a view to forcing Portugal to recog-
nise the right of the peoples of the colo-
nies to independence. 

ln fact, as Portugal then declared a few 
days later that it would not renounce its 
colonial policy and would not recognise 
the liberation movements, the Security 
Council met following the instructions ,r 
the General Assembly. The Security 
Council again confirmed the right of the 
peoples of Angola, Guiné-Bissau and Mo-
zambique to self-determination and inde-
pendence, and the legitirnacy of the 
struggle . they are waging to achieve that 
right. Addressing itself to the govern-
ment of Portugal, the Security Council 
called upon it «to cease forthwith its 
military operations and all acts of re-
pression against the peoples of Angola, 
Mozambique and Guiné-Bissau; and to 
enter into negotiations with the parties 
concerned with a view to achieving a 
solution to the armed confrontation that 
exists in the territories of Angola, Mozam-
bique and Guiné-Bissau and permitting 
the peoples of these territories to exercise 
their right to self-determination and in-
pendence.». 

Portugal isolated 

We can see that this formulation of the 
Security Council is weaker and less clear 
and direct than the one from the General 
Assembly. Thus, Portugal is not told to 
enter into negotiations with the liberation 
movements, but with the «parties con-
cerned» without specifying who those 
parties are. This was a concession that 
the progressive forces in the Security 
Council made to the irnperialist powers, 
who still try at any cost to avoid the 
complete collapse of Portuguese colo-
nialism. However, a very irnportant as-
pect was that even those countries tradi-
tionally allied with Portugallike the USA, 

France and Great Britain, voted against 
colonialism in favour of negotiations for 
the independence of our people. This is 
one of the reasons why the decisions of 
the U.N. this year represent a great defeat 
for Portuguese colonialism. 

Comrades, 

We must make sure that those victories 
at the UN are properly understood. ln 
fact, it is possible that certain comrades 
among us get the idea that the end of the 
struggle in in sight, that within a short 
time negotiations between the Portugue-
se Government and our Movement will 
take place under the auspices of the U.N. 
and thus shortly we shall be independent. 
And, what is more serious, those comra-
des may start to think of a change of 
strategy for FRELIMO. They may say: 
since the U.N. has espoused our cause, 
we must stop or at least relent our armed 
struggle and concentrate our efforts at 
the U.N. : many African countries have 
won their independence without armed 
struggle, with the help of the U.N. 

We must be aware that this is not an irna-
ginary danger, but something likely to 
happen in a protracted struggle like ours. 
What must be then our attitude? 

It is evident that only complete ignorance 
of the nature of Portuguese colonialism 
and of the relationship of the world 
forces can explain that position. Other 
colonial powers such as Great Britain and 
France could give independence to most 
of their colonies because being econo-
mically developed and having solid bases 
in those territories, they hoped to con-
tinue exploitation even after indepen-
dence. Portugal cannot have the sarne 
hope because being herself extremely 
underdeveloped, the independence of the 
colonies represents for her a certainty of 
losing a1l our riches. This is the reason 
why Portugal is so obstinately opposed to 
our independence, in contrast with the 
attitude of other colonial powers. 

On the other hand the irnperialist coun-
tries which today support Portugal do so 
not so much out of friendship or soli-
darity with the regime of Caetano, but 
because through the Portuguese govern-
ment they have access to the exploi-
tation of the labour of our people and 
of the riches of our country. Proof of 
this is their recent change of attitude at 
the U.N.; as they see our struggle ad-
vancing, as they see Portugal progres-
sively losing control of Mozambique, 
Angola and Guiné, those countries, to a 
certain extent, abandon Portugal and de-
clare their support for our cause, in the 

hope that we shall respect their interests 
after independence. 

The armed struggle must go on 

These two consideration are enough to 
show those who could think of chan-
ging strategy that they are wrong. The 
successes we are achieving at the U.N. 
are the fruits of the progress of our 
armed struggle. Our victories in the 
politicai and military fields and in na-
tional reconstruction in Mozambique are 
the basis of the action of our African 
and socialist allies who in the U.N. laun-
ched the offensive against colonialism. 
The preambles of the U.N. resolutions 
demonstra te this when in order to justify 
the resolutions they  state for example, 
«noting with satisfaction the progress to-
wards national independence and freedom 
made by the national liberation move-
ments in the colonial territories of Sou-
thern Africa and Guiné-Bissau, both 
through their struggle and their recon-
struction prograrnmes, the General As-
sembly decides ... » To stop the struggle 
would be an irreparable retrogression as 
it would enable Portugal to reestablish 
its military force and in the long term 
its politicai position in the colonies. 

We must understand the international 
arena within the context of our present 
strategy, which the Central Committee 
which has just met declared to be still 
absolutely valid. Our strategy is: on the 
internal plane to spread the struggle to 
the whole country in order to gradually 
increase our forces and reduce those of 
the enemy. On the international plane, 
to isolate Portuguese colonialism and to 
win support for our struggle. These two 
sides of our strategy are complementary, 
they cannot be realised indepéndently one 
from the other. 

Thus, whilst congratulating ourselves for 
the successes we have just achie11ed at the 
U.N. to which the action of our African 
brothers and socialist comrades there 
also contributed a great deal, we must be 
aware that they do not represent any 
spectacular change in the process of our 
struggle, nor do they justify any hopes of 
a quick independence. Our mdependence 
is being built step by step. It is the 
sum of an attack against one post, an 
ambush, the opening of a new school or 
a new shamba, the adherence of the popu-
lation of one village more, the stronger 
support of one and another country, a 
more favourable resolution at the U.N. 
All these small victories summed up will 
constitute the great victory which will be 
our independence. This is the way wc 
must go. 

17 
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Caetano's 
reforms 
sink 

• 

1n 

a sea of 
contradictions 

When Marcelo Caetano took over from 
Salazar as Prime Minister of Portugal, 
· there was widespread speculation that 
«liberalisation» in the areas of colonial 
policies, internal economic policies, and 
the role of opposition would occur. At 
the sarne time, it was unclear what the 
power base inside Portugal for such re-
forms would be -given the strong role 
of the ultra-right in the state, corporate, 
and church machinery -and what the 
motivation behind such «reforms» was. 
Caetano had moved into the top position 
at a time, when after 40 years of Salazar, 
some kind of change had to occur. The 
colonial wars in Angola, Mozambique and 
Guiné were becoming more and more 
difficult to finance within the rigid and 
deteriorating economic structures which 
characterised the latter years of the Sala-
zar dictatorship. This led to increased 
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economic hardship inside Portugal and 
spurred opposition to overall government 
policies. Also, in the international sphere 
it was important for the Portuguese to 
gain politicai and military support from 
abroad for the colonial wars, and to at-
tract foreign capital into the Portuguese 
and colonial economies. To be successful 
in ali arenas, Portugal needed an image of 
«change.» 

But this was certainly not going to mean 
a change which altered the power re-
lationship within Portugal or in regard to 
the colonies. The changes that followed 
were essentially the verbiage of pacifi-
cation,  to consolidate a slightly more ex-
panded power base. Simultaneous with 
these «reform» measures, internal oppo-
sition and subsequent repression in the 
Salazarist manner have continued. The 

11/E 

THE GHOST 

OF SALAZAR 

IS STILL 

AT THE WHEEL 

politicai ideology and goals of Caetano 
and Salazar have been the sarne. Yet, the 
methods that Caetano initially attempted 
to maintain control were more attuned to 
the internal and externa! demands of the 
twentieth century. 

However, in viewing the past few years, 
this strategy has not worked. Caetano 
has turned in retreat. The inevitable 
hollowness of his reforms have become 
obvious to the opposition, and pressures 
from the right have demanded a con-
tinued hard line in order to preserve 
fascism. 

Portugal under Salazar 

Portugal was much the sarne when Sala-
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zar died, as when he took power 40 years 
earlier, except for an increased conscious-
ness and awareness in the colonies and at 
home of a people that saw a world 
changing around them that did not in-
clude PortugaL Salazar's prime preoccu-
pation throughout his reign was the estab-
lishment and maintenance of order and 
the strengthening of Portugal's finances. 
Colonial policies were never questioned, 
and when wars broke out in the early 
sixties the logical response was the de-
ployment of more and more military 
force. Gold and foreign reserves may 
have accumulated, but the economy stag-
nated trapping the majority of the people 
into near subsistance existence. A feudal 
agricultura! model, an all powerful church 
that was a vital part of state machinery, 
leaderless urban workers straightjacketed 
into state controlled unions, and a popu-
lation that was 40 per cent illiterate ali 
worked together to insure the main-
tenance of control by the Salazarist elite. 
A  long history of politicai repression as 
the response to any form of politicai 
opposition, dealt with any forces that 
questioned the fascist power structure. 

However, because these politicai and eco-
nomic structures were clearly not moving, 
new forces developed towards the end of 
his rule which emphasised the necessity 
for some kind of change after his death. 
The economic standstill, which reduced 
Portugal to the poorest country in Europe, 
forced large numbers of workers to emi-
grate due to the Jack of jobs. This even-
tually created labour shortages, and in-
creased the opposition from those workers 
who did return. The forced conscription 
of ali men between the ages of 18 and 45, 
and the drain that the wars had on the 
economy, !ed to more frequent ques-
tioning of colonial policies and increased 
support for the liberation movemen ts. 

This was the situation when Caetano 
moved in. Some kind of change was 
apparent. But the important point about 
the changes which have occurred is that 
they have been designed to preserve the 
status quo. Caetano was the right hand 
man of Salazar for many years,  and had 
played a vital role in the drafting of the 
1933 constitution which established the 
fascist «unitary and corporate republic». 
They had their differences, but these 

were mainly on the tactics and methods 
of maintaining and sustaining the fascist, 
corporate state. They were in agreement 
on ideology. For, in fact, it is Caetano's 
adherence to this ideology, which in an 
historical context must be viewed as 
«Salazarism», that encourage modification 
in tactics in order to ensure the contin-
uance of unitary, state power. 

Continuity with reform-not liberalisation 

Caetano's sensitivity to internal and ex-
terna! pressures, and awareness of more 
sophisticated tactics can be seen on many 
leveis. First, there are the concrete 
changes to attack the problems of the 
economy, to neutralise growing discon-
tent among the politically unorganised 
social groups, and to divert and stifle op-
position to colonial policies. Working 
with this is the psychological aspect, 
which attempts to seU to the Portuguese 
people, as well as to the outside world, 
that there are, and most important, that 
there will be «changes». Yet as he him-
self, refers to it, it is not liberalisation, 
but «renovation». 

The machinery of the state must be re-
moulded to fit the pressures of the times. 
But the fascist state will continue to exist. 
The allocation of power will not change, 
and the basic contradictions and conflicts 
within Portugal will still remain. For 
these cannot be resolved within the con-
text of small modifications in the fascist 
state. If we examine the first three years 
of Caetano's rule, we can see the nature of 
this renovation, the politicai strategy 
behind it, and the growing consciousness 
within Portugal of the vacuous nature of 
this so-called change. 

«Liberal» reforms 

From the time that Caetano took office, 
he tried to avoid strong identification 
with the previous regime. He barely men-
tioned Salazar's name, though he was 
alive for another two years. ln his first 
spt:ech as Prime Minister, his adherence 
to doctrine while maintaining a flexible 
strategy  became clear, as he emphasised 
that «fidelity to a doctrine is not obsti-
nate attachment to formulas and solu-
tions». Yet in ali that was to follow, 
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Caetano also had to be continually aware 
of the strength of the old guard ultra-
rightists (particularly in the anny), who 
were carefully watching his response to 
colonial policies and opposition, to make 
sure that his moves did not threaten 
politicai order and the existing consoli-
dation of power. 

The old guard was hesitant of anything 
that appeared to be even the smallest 
change. Caetano had the task of pointing 
out through the success of his strategies 
or the reliance on repression, that he was 
in control. The right had to be shown 
that his petty refonns did not mean any 
change in ideology while other social 
forces were sold the sarne reforms as the 
beginning of real change within Portugal. 

ln ali practical refonns, the most im-
portant aspect is the appearance of change 
as a mechanism of politicai manipulation 
and pacification. To this end, Caetano 
used the press to a much greater extent 
than Salazar, and claimed during his first 
few months of office that a new press 
law was to be introduced. Widely pub-
licised small changes did occur at first, 
but were instituted and used in order to 
consolidate support for Caetano. For 
example, in the election this so-called 
increased freedom of the press meant 
controlling information on the opposi-
tion to point out its disorganisation and 
to show that their demands were similar 
to what Caetano «said» he wanted. Any 
efforts to discuss meaningful freedom of 
the press were dismissed by familiar argu-
ments that Portugal was not ready for 
this because a prerequisite was «proper 
education of both the press and the pub-
lic», which of course was difficult in a 
wartime situation. Accordingly, the new 
Press Law put into effect on the 1st June, 
1972, limits the freedom of the press 
even more than before. The consistent 
contradiction referred to above appears 
clearly in the new Law. Thus, Art. 128 
abolishes the Censorship Services, but 
Art. 129 imposes «Previous examination 
for ali texts and images to be published 
in the press». The reaction to this law in 
Portugal can be seen by a decision taken 
by the National Trade Union of Journa-
lists, which in its General Assembly, 
resolved to «express to the Government 
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their deep dissatisfaction for the new 
Press Law, which increases their burden 
of responsibility without giving them a 
concurrent right of freedom of expres-
sion». 

Ali his practical reforms, from the start 
were aimed at alleviating opposition from 
the various social forces within and out-
side of Portugal. He immediately issued 
statements which claimed that economic 
development and social reforms were 
priorities. One of his first moves on this 
front was to move younger professionals 
who were untainted by office under 
Salazar, into the ministries in the rest-
less areas of education, social welfare, and 
the economy. This he hoped would inte-
grate some of the younger, educated and 
potentially discontent elements into the 
established order. lt would also hopefully, 
develop more effective internal economic 
and social policies which could pacify the 
urban workers and the rural peasantry 
with slight increase in wages and miniiT'al 
changes in educational, health and social 
services. Of course, in the two most 
important ministeries, the interior and 
the anny, two hardliners were kept on, 
indicating what the fundamental source 
of power is. 

ln dealing with students, Caetano attacked 
the most glaring yet artificial grievances. 
ln response to the realisation that large 
numbers of educated and skilled man-
power would be needed to pull the coun-
try out of economic stagnation -and to 
neutralise student criticism -he announ-
ced an investigation into the efficiency of 
higher education. Caetano's experience 
in the University as professor and one-
time rector, ted him to believe that, if 
possible, it was better not to use crude 
methods of repression and imprisonment 
against student leaders, since this often 
led to more opposition, and turned im-
prisoned leaders into martyrs. Following 
this line, his new appointment as mini-
ster of Education, Professor José Veiga 
Simão, cancelled criminal procedings a-
gainst some student leaders and sacked 
the unpopular rector of Coimbra Uni-
versity. Such small concessions he felt 
would have no effect on the security and 
stability of the coming change within 
Portugal. It would also give the state 

justifiable grounds for interference if the 
students moved too far into the oppo-
sition camp. 

The students, however, proved less easy 
to control than he had imagined. ln 
April and May, 1969, there were large 
demonstrations against the suspension of 
some student leaders, culminating in a 
strike and on May 6th, the University 
was closed down. Many students were 
arrested and the following month the 
cabinet announced that only students 
with good behaviour would be deferred 
from military service. ln July the stu-
dents boycotted their · exams, and in 
August the president of the Coimbra 
students union was brought for trial. The 
trial was later adjourned, but the fol-
lowing month the elected leaders of the 
student union were dismissed on orders 
of the government -so much for their 
new right to elect their own leaders. The 
remova! of petty grievances within the 
context of the fascist state, inevitably 
cannot neutralise opposition -except on 
the surface and in the short run. For as 
Caetano assured the ultra-rightists, and as 
opposition forces such as segments of the 
students, were quick to realise, the mini-
mal changes in fonn did not reflect any 
fundamental change in the politicai and 
economic structures. 

Caetano's approach to workers .organi-
sations was similar. Free elections of 
leaders in the state controlled workers' 
syndicates and a national minimum wage 
were instituted in an effort to combat 
the growing discontent. Workers outside 
the syndicates (particularly agricultura! 
workers) were to be organised into syn-
dicates and subject to government pro-
tection. This could be sold as increased 
workers participation, while allowing the 
state to control the form of organisation 
that was created. Voting rights were ex-
tended when qualifications changed from 
tax-based criteria to literacy. But since 
40 per cent of the population was illite-
rate, you were still locking out the most 
oppressed classes. Again these measures 
were equivalent to the removal of petty 
grievances at no cost to the control or 
influence of the state, since the existing 
unions and the right to vote have very 
little to do with the allocation of power 
in the Caetano dictatorship. Their  only 
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function is to give the minimal appearance 
of worker and vote r participation. 

The abolition of PIDE, the secret police, 
was another widely publicised reform 
which helped to confuse people into 
thinking that «liberalisation» was taking 
place. But it was immediately replaced 
by an identical institution, the DGS. 
Caetano admits that Portugal cannot be 
governed without a powerful, all-perva-
ding secret police. There must be such 
control, in the view of the state, because 
if the people suddenly had freedoms, 
«only chaos would ensue». But most 
important, powerful subversive forces 
threaten the country from within. By 
abolishing PIDE, the well known secret 
police, and replacing it with a similar 
force more directly responsible to him-
self, Caetano can more easily contain 
internal opposition. Also, being more 
closely controlled, the secret police will 
be less likely to fali under outside in-
fluence, from groups like the American 
CIA, a fear of such rightists. The new 
DGS is under the Interior Ministry, one 
of those still dominated by Salazarist 
hardliners -further indication that no 
substantive change in policy was intended. 

These «renovations» of the fascist state 
in the area of moderate practical re-
forms certainly do not get at any of the 
basic problems in Portugal: the con-
tinuation of the colonial wars and the 
state of the economy. They could not 
because, in fact, the problems are the 
fascist state. The «renovations» are 
merely designed to pacify and neutralise 
various social groups within Portugal; 
and together with minor changes in the 
economic structure, to expand the Cae-
tano power base in order to ensure the 
continued existence of state machinery 
and ideology. 

The economy 

Another aspect of the Prime Minister's 
renovation attempt has been an attack on 
the inefficient monopolies of Portuguese 
industrialists, and the simultaneous encou· 
ragement of foreign investment to try to 
pull Portugal out of its economic lag. Re-
strictive industriallicensing codes, custom 
duties, terms of credit, and tax and mer-

ger incentives were ali revamped. Special 
funds have been allocated for tourist and 
agricultura! investment, and drastic re-
forms in the notoriously inefficient and 
cumbersome Portuguese bureaucracy were 
prornised. All have been viewed as incen-
tives to Portuguese as well as Foreign in-
vestors. 

Caetano's Secretaries of State for In-
dustry have been particularly active in 
en.couraging foreign investments. Im-
portant selling points in this campaign 
have been the ease of transterring profits 
and the repatriation of capital. An in-
dustrial promotion institute specifically 
designed to encourage an increase of 
foreign capital penetration in Portugal· 
and the colonies has been set up to faci-
litate this effort. The Industry's Secre-
taries have been on severa! trips abroad 
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to solicite foreign capital, emphasizing 
that «liberal renovation» has gotten rid of 
some of the more distasteful elements of 
Salazarism. This image'building abroad is 
particularly important since foreign capi-
tal would rather be linked to a semblance 
of change than overt reactionary fascism. 
But even if there is an upsurge offoreign 
capital into Portugal and the colonies, it 
serves primarily to consolidate politicai 
power and increase economic profitability 
for the ruling elite within Portugal and to 
the foreign interests more closely to the 
maintenance of fascist rule. 

Another serious problem in the economic 
arena is emigration, induced by the poli-
ticai and economic situation. This has 
created serious labour shortages, particu-
larly in agriculture, that has led to a sub-
sequent rise in food prices. There are now 
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about :,· million emigrant workers living 
outside Portugal, and they are leaving at 
a rate ·, f about 170,000 a year. These 
worken generally have above average 
skills :md education, which are greatly 
needec within Portugal. The wage re-
forms instituted in the first few years 
under _aetano, were in large part directed 
at encouraging this group to remain or 
return to Portugal. 

The economic situation is full of contra-
dictions,  and is unresolvable within the 
context of the fascist, corporate state. 
Ali the weaknesses are so intertwined that 
to alleviate one, merely exacerbates an-
other. On the one hand the economy is 
stagnant and to get it moving an in-
crease in the labour force is necessary. 
But, there is an intense labour shortage 
due to the massive emigrations to Europe 
and the colonies over the past decade. 
ln tum, the stagnating economy and the 
labour shortage obviously hurt the Portu-
guese war efforts in the colonies. How-
ever, on the other hand, emigration is 
also beneficial to Portugal. Settlers are 
needed in the colonies to aid in main-
taining Portuguese control, and Portuguese 
workers outside the country sending mo-
ney back have given Portugal its largest 
source of foreign exchange. So, despite 
the fact that criminal charges against 
those illegally emigrating have been loo-
sened, if too many returned it would cut 
into the valuable foreign exchange that 
they feed into the lagging economy. 

Caetano hopes to avoid the issues raised 
by these conflicts by importing cheap 
labour from the colonies. It has been 
estimated that 15,000 Africans have ar-
rived in Lisbon in the last few months, 
two-thirds of them from the Cape Verde 
Islands. But he is locked in. Again, 
Caetano can try to make petty reforms in 
the economy, but given the politicai and 
economic structures, and the continuation 
of the colonial wars, these small changes 
can barely even stabilise the situation. 

Foreign policy 

Changes in Foreign Policy have been a 
response to the growing need to increase 
support for the colonial wars and to draw 
more foreign capital into Portugal and the 
colonies. The new Foreign Minister, Rui 
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Patrício, made it clear at his first press 
conference in July, 1970, that an impor-
tant aspect of foreign policy making 
would be the development of a positive 
national image. 

A solid relationship with NATU allies is 
considered criticai by the government as 
seen in the great importance Portugal 
gave to the NATO ministerial meeting in 
July, 1971 in Lisbon. But Caetano's 
strategy within NATO has changed in 
order to alleviate charges of the misuse of 
NATO supplied weapons in the war, and 
to temper the criticisms of some of the 
NA TO allies who oppose the wars. Cae-
tano now lays great emphasis on the fact 
that Portugal is fighting the colonial wars 
in Africa without outside assistance, but 
fails to mention the continuing use of 
NA TO equipment in Africa, a clear vio-
lation to NATO regulations. ln relation 
~o extending the areas NATO serves to 
include the South Atlantic, Portugal has 
carefully refrained from taking any pub-
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lic initiatives. But at the sarne time, 
Caetano pushes the strategic location of 
the colonies for NATO security. 

The large scale foreign investment in the 
colonies that is now being encouraged, 
will also serve to push these countries to 
support the Portuguese war effort to pro-' 
tect their growing economic stake. But 
in order to make the idea of colonialisrn 
more palatable to these North American, 
Western European and J apanese interests, 
the Portuguese have made very minimal 
increases in the African wage scale, and 
slightly expanded the number of schools 
and hospitais. These token pacification 
measures, mostly only on paper, are sold 
under the rubric of «economic and social 
development» to increase outside support 
for the war. 

Ali these programmes and petty changes 
discussed so far have been aimed at neu-
tralising opposition, pacifying discontent 
and expanding the power base of Marcelo 
Caetano. But they are complemented and 
enhanced by on-going efforts, to «split» 
established opposition groups and render 
them less effective. Forces which do not 
respond to the more co-optative method 
of repression then are confronted with 
crude force and secret police tactics. 

ln his first few years Caetano was more 
successful in his pacification techniques 
than he has been recently. Increased op-
position from the left and heightened 
pressures by the righ t have reduced Cae-
tano to the Salazarist tactic of blaming 
su bversive elemen ts for most of Portugal's 
problems. Then his use of secret police 
and heavy repression becomes justified. 

Pacification through propaganda 

Caetano has pushed himself as a man who 
communicates easily with the people in 
hopes of undermining opposition and 
consolidating a power base, by creating 
the impression of «consulting with the 
people». He has instituted regular infor-
mal T.V. appearances where in simple 
terms he presses home the sarne points: 
the need for social improvements; the 
importance of defending the colonies, 
and the threat to Portugal's stability from 
inside and out. He has also travelled cx-
tensively within Portugal and to thc three 
African colonies rein forcing this image. 
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Bringing the question of the colonial wars 
out into the open for the first time, he 
hoped to rally support behind the banner 
of patriotism and duty. 

Established opposition groups 

The election provided a good opportunity 
for Caetano to try out these policies. At 
fust these strategies were quite successful, 
sine~ the groups had little in common 
except their general opposition to the 
government, in particular 'Salazarism' and 
the fact that they had been suppressed. 
Caetano felt confident enough to permit 
the return from exile of the veteran op-
position leader, Mario Soares, and he met 
with various opposition leaders to create 
the impression that he was open to dia-
logue. This was in part effective, and 
Soares even stated he would support Cae-
tano in the event of a rightist military 
coup. Limited criticism in the form of 
calling for minimal social democratic re-
forms was allowed, in the early period, as 
long as there was no serious questioning 
of the colonial wars. ln May, 1969, the 
second Republican Congress was allowed 
to be held. The press attended, and a 14 
point prograrnme for liberal social reform 
was passed. Many of their proposals were 
the sarne measures that Caetano pro-
fessed to be advocating, thus he could 
undercut the strength of part of the op-
position. By allowing «free elections», 
the government brought the rivalries and 
differences of the opposition groups into 
the open. But the parties were so haras-
sed and restricted, they never stood a 
chance in challenging Caetano. That of 
course, was not the plan. The idea was to 
make it appear that there was increased 
freedom, and that the «people» had de-
cided whether or not to abandon the 
colonies. Yet, with rigid election con-
trols and a voting population of 1.8 
million, success of the governing party 
was assured. The election made it appear 
that Caetano was more secure than he 
had ever been before. He had discredited 
the opposition, and enhanced his «liberal 
reputation» without challenging the poli-
ticai or economic structures. This aided 
in winning the support of the die-hard 
Salazarists,  a group which had been wat-
ching very carefully. Although small, 
this is  a powerful force which must be a 
part of Caetano's power base. 

Dealing with the old guard 

The maintenance of the colonies with no 
compromises is a first priority of the old 
guard, as are related domestic issues such 
as the necessity of police control. Their 
basic fears are that even minimal dis-
cussion will lead to more serious ques-
tioning of the war; that social improve-
ments can only be implemented at the 
expense of revenue currently going ínto 
the war effort, and that growing interest 
in the European Common Market will 
adversely affer.t Portugal's relationship 
with the colonies. Their strength as 
group was first seen by the slight delay 
in Caetano's appointment after Salazàr 
became incapacitated. All army leaves 
were cancelled, and troops were recalled 
to the barracks. The possibility of an 
army coup existed at that time, but be-
cause Salazar hung on for two years, 
Caetano was given breathing space which 
allowed him to manoeuvre for stronger 
support. 

Cabinet reshuffles and the replacement 
of hardliners increased fears of Caetano's 
impingement on the old guard's power 
role. Caetano was forced to move cau-
tiously in some areas. For example, 
though Nogueira, the Foreign Secretary, 
was bad for the country's external image, 
and a subversive force within the govern-
ment in terms of undermining the new 
foreign policy, Caetano waited for him 
to resign rather than dismissing him. 

Unorganised opposition 

Caetano tried to integrate opposition 
from both sides into his base of support. 
However, tnis has become increasingly 
difficult. When he must make a choice, 
obviously the preservation of the state 
machinery is primary. Since the strong 
old guard is more powerful and Caetano 
does not have basic disagreements with 
them on goals and ideology, as the in-
ternal situation has deteriorated he has 
moved in alliance with the old Salazar 
forces against the more 'liberal' social 
groups. This can be seen most clearly 
in Caetano's dealings with opposition 
forces that are not part of «established» 
groups, but which comprise the majority 
of the masses of the Portuguese people. 

Early in 1971, large demonstration took 
place at the University in Lisbon de-
manding that Portugal pull ou t of the 
colonial wars. These were brutally broken 
up by the police, and the 1aw faculty was 
closed down. Along with this, there were 
widespread arrests among students and 
members of the opposition. ln a strongly 
worded statement the new secret police, 
the DGS, attributed the problems to 
«communist agitators who stirred up the 
students against the wars, and wanted to 
whip up support for terrorist activities.» 
When asked in an interview about the 
numerous arrests Caetano replied that the 
police must act when they have infor-
mation or suspicion of criminal activity. 
He indicated that a subversive network 
had been. uncovered in Angola which had 
links with student groups in Portugal. At 
that time, about 600 people were known 
to have been arrested in Angola and about 
1 O in Portugal. Demonstrations against 
the trial led to the arrest of 8 of their 
leaders, and subsequent demonstrations 
ended with 300 riot police patrolling 
Coimbra University. 

As it increasingly became clear that the 
social reforms spoken of in the early 
days of Caetano's rule were hollow, and 
the colonial wars continued to take its 
toll in Portugal, more and more people 
moved into this group of unorganised 
opposition. lncreased repression, designed 
to silence this group, merely fanned the 
increasing consciousness. 

Opposition to the colonial wars has also 
increased within liberal church circles. 
ln August, 1970, a former army chaplain 
was arrested after voicing opposition to 
the colonial wars. Two months before 
that, the secret police announced that a 
Catholic publishinggroup G.E.D.O.C. had 
been suppressed because of their circu-
lation of documents and literature against 
Portuguese colonial policies which vio-
lated state security and four people were 
brought to trial. The Bishop of Oporto 
has been another vocal critic of the re-
gime. All these activities coming from 
within the church, coupled with the 
Pope's meeting with leaders of the libe-
ration movements in the colonies, the 
withdrawal after 25 years missionary 
work in Mozambique, of the White Fa-

23 
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thers, in condemnation of Portuguese 
atrocities against the population, and 
churches outside of Portugal giving overt 
support to the movements, have created 
difficulties for Caetano. Subversive priests 
given the religious traditions within Portu-
gal, could quickly undo Caetano's propa-
ganda efforts, as well as, challenge the 
charges that only communist forces are 
behind dissension in PortugaL 

Another area of growing discontent and 
opposition is among labour and in the 
state controlled unions. There have been 
several strikes, and demands for wage in-
creases which the acu te labour shortage 
makes inevitable. As a response the 
Caetano government has dismissed several 
leaders of the state controlled unions, 
once they proved disfunctional as pup-
pets of the state. 

The emergence of militant underground 
opposition groups, the Armed Revolu-
tionary Action (ARA), in August, 1970 
and more recently the Revolutionary 
Brigade, is of particular concern for Cae-
tano and the rightist elements. The fact 
that they have been successful in carrying 
out a number of bombing attacks, and 
that their targets have been visibly asso-
ciated with the colonial wars increases 
their significance and imoact. They are 
also an indica to r of what is to come, what 
is naturally developing out of the intem: 
contradictions in the Portuguese politica! 
and economic structures. And their suc-
cess serves as an example which will and 
can encourage the large numbers of dis-
content social groups to act, rather than 
passively accept. 

What does this mean for Portugal 

All these developments have reinforced 
the old accusations guard's that Caetano 
cannot control the country through libe-
ral «renovations» anda stepped up propa-
ganda effort. As the number of arrests 
increased, his liberal sounding statements 
of the early days are getting fewer and 
fewer. These are being replaced with 
wamings of subversion from within and 
without. The strongest to date has come 
from his defence minister in April; 1971, 
who proclaimed «ln this war there is no 
front and rearguard. It is everywhere 
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where the adversary tries to implant his 
ideas of defeat, favouring the abandon-
ment of the overseas territories, inciting 
the young people and soldiers to emi-
grate or desert from military service, 
undermining the morale of the youth ... 
There is a vast international conspiracy 
with its headquarters in the UN, but 
which has numerous obedient followers 
under the communist command who or-
chestrate the propaganda against Portu-
gal's overseas territories.» 

lf we view this rhetoric together with 
increased police repression, a return to 
SÍI.lazarist tactics to maintain Salazarist 
ideology seems evident. 'The internal 

Dr. Mucello Caetano, the Portuguese Prime 
Minister, announces his constitutional reform 
plans to the National Assembly in Lisbon. 

Giving the background to his plans 
for reforrn, Dr. Caetano said that when 

he took over the reins of government in 
September, 1968, he made it plain he 
would not fail to make reform "accord-
ing to the principies I thought suitable 
for the country, but free from the spirit 
of destructiveness or of mania for change 
simply for the sake of change." 

situation, manifested by the increased 
mobilisation of opposition forces on many 
different fronts can only be attempted 
to be controlled through heavy repression. 
And the focus on the threat of subversive 
elements is then used to justify this in-
creased and open repression. 

ln response to questions, on the recent 
changes in his regime, Caetano empha-
sised that it is necessary to distinguish 
between long term objectives and short 
term tactics. Caetano might like to still 
sell the early days of «renovation» as his 
long term goal, but that is now impos-
sible. Contradictions and a new con-

• sciousness within Portugal have created 
forces which are now beyond his control. 

Referring to his predecessor as Prime 
Minister, Dr. Salazar, he said it was quite 
wrong to think the administration had 

failed to take decision in deference to 
the former leader. 

He said: "The respect I feel for him, 
his ideas, his work, now that he is dead 
is exactly the sarne I felt when he was 
still alive". 

-
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ln FRELIMO 
we always emphasise 

the importance of production. 

To our army 
we give the tasks of 
fighting, producing 

and mobilising the masses. 

To our youth 

we give the tasks of 
studying, producing 

and fighting. 

ln our discussions, 
in o  r documents, 

we constantly stress 

the importance of production, 
pointing out that this is 

an important front" 
in our fight 

and a school for us. 

We can see that 

production is satisfying 

our every y needs 
at the sarne time as 

liberating and uniting us. 

SAMORA MOISES MACHEL 
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of this alliance and the purpose of these celebrations 
are described on page 19 

ln order to adapt our programmes of action to the present phase of the 
struggle, F RE LIMO h as been holding a series of conferences and study 
meetings. ln this issue we are reprinting the communique of the Central 
Committee and of the First Conference of Mozambican Women. page 20 



157

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

LESSON 

The cowardly assassination of Amilcar Cabral, Secretary-General of PAIGC, 
by the agents of Portuguese colonialism has come as a profound shock to 
every one of us - not only to his comrades-in-arms in the struggle against 
Portugal's domination of our lands, but to ali of the world's progressive 
forces which have come, over the years, to value and to honour his contri-
bution to the cause of African and of world-wide liberation. 

There is of course no way to measure the immensity of the loss of this great 
revolutionary fighter. But it is also true that Cabral had helped to fashion in 
his country strong politicai and military institutions which draw their strength 
from the needs, the aspirations and the participation of the people, insti-
tutions which can survive his passing and which will ensure the advance of 
the struggle. This will prove to be Cabral's legacy to the PAIGC and to the 
people of G.uinea Bissau and Cape Verde. lt is this knowledge, drawn from 
our own revolutionary experience, which enables us to temper our sadness 
and outrage at Cabral's passing with a spirit of confidence, anda deepening 
of our resolve. 

Let us speak of the man himself, of his contribution and of what he symbo-
lised. ln fact, his record speaks for :tself. Ably blending the roles of prac-
titioner and theoretician, Cabral perceived clearly the nature of Portuguese 
colonialism and carefully forged the instruments needed to wage a people's 
revolutionary war. Characteristically, he also looked beyond the hard, 
grinding, day-to-day reality of guerrilla warfare and began to conceive of the 
future of an independent Guinea; as a result he was able to pinpoint the 
requirements of a true independence for his people, not merely the inde-
pendence of flag and anthem. The impressive work of politicai education 
and social reconstruction undertaken by the PAIGC in the liberated areas of 
Guinea-Bissau flowed from such an understanding. 

There is even more to his legacy than this, however. Close to home, Cabral 
represented in his very person the historical unity between the peoples of 
Guinea Bissau and of Cape Verde. H is own work thus gave the lie to Portu-
gal's continuing attempts to divide-and-rule in their centuries-old fashion: he 
will continue to symbolise this reality and the colonialists will find it im-
possible to undo this achievement. ln addition, Cabral preached, and con-
stantly exemplified, a broader unity -of the peoples of ali the Portuguese 
colonies. The fact that he was one of the founders of the Conference of the 
Nationalist Organisation of the Portuguese Colonies (CONCP) is merely one 
measure of h is contribution in this respect. And of course advocacy of the 
cause of African unity and, beyond that, of the unity of ali the world's 

1 
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progressive forces were constant features of his revolutionary practice 
abroad, where he tirelessly pursued the goal of internationalism, but, even 
more importantly, inside Guinea itself. As Cabral himself stated at the first 
Tri-Continental Conferenc~ held in Havana in 1966: 

"We will not · sh~u~ :·hurrahs or proclaim here ou r solidarity 
with this or that pe_ople in struggle. Our presence here is in 
itself a <;ry of CO!Jdemnation of ilnperialism and a proof of 
solidarity '· with áll peoples who want to banish from their 
country the imperialist yoke, and in particular with the 
heroic people of Vietnam. But we firmly believe that the 
best proof we can give of our anti-imperialist position and of 
our active solidarity with our comrades in this common 
struggle is to return to our countries, to further develop this 
struggle and to remain faithful to the principies and objectives 
of national liberation." 

There is, then, inspiration for ali of us in Cabral's life as a fighter and as a 
revolutionary at the service of his people. But there is a further, more 
immediate lesson in the manner of his passing which we should also carefully 
draw. For his assassination by the Portuguese, this heinous act of banditry 
and crime, is but another manifestation of the desperate state in which Portu-
guese colonialism finds itself. There could be no more clear indication of the 
irresistable advance of the armed struggle in Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde 
and of Portugal's inability to confront the PAIGC fighters in the battlefield. 

Unfortunately for the colonialists this act will avail them nothing. As we 
have seen, the foundations of the struggle are by now so firm that nothing, 
not even the death of so remarkable a leader as Amilcar Cabral, can prevent 
the victorious development of the revolutionary armed struggle for the 
liberation of Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde. 

lt is ironic that this assassination may even have hastened the day of the 
collapse of Portuguese colonialism. For there is every reason to expect that 
the intensified spirit of hatred and determination which must inevitably 
spring from such a deed will give the peoples of Guinea Bissau and Cape 
Verde even more of an impetus -to avenge their leader and to drive the 
Portuguese from their territory. ln a similar spirit, we in FRELIMO have 
pledged ourselves to intensify our own efforts against  a tottering colonialism, 
in order both to support the struggle of our brothers and sisters in Guinea 
and to bring closer the day of our own freedom. 

The struggle continues. 
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STA TEMENT FROM FRELIMO 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

This murder wi/1 
be avenged 

True to their nature and to their policy 
the Portuguese colonialists are continuing 
on the path of treacherous, repulsive and 
vile crimes. They are like this, they al-
ways have been like this. ln the history 
of our people there have been innumer-
able cases when, having been defeated 
on the battlefield, the colonialists armed 
a treilcherous hand to assassinate the 
people's leaders so as to disorganise the 
resistance. ln our times they have already 
used the sarne method in relation to 
FRELIMO by assassinating comrade 
Eduardo C. Mondlane, President of 
FRELIMO, on 3 February, 1969. Now 
just two days ago, on 20 January, 1973, 
through their agents infiltrated into Cona-
kry, they assassinated another revolu-
tionary leader, Comrade Amilcar Cabral, 
Secretary-General of the African Party 
for the lndependence of Guiné and Cape 
Verde (PAIGC). 

We must first seek the motives for this 
assassination, what the colonialists hope 
to achieve through this barbaric and bru-
tal act. And, in order to discover those 
reasons, we have to analyse who comrade 
Amilcar Cabral was, what his role in 

organising the struggle in Guiné and Cape 
Verde was and what the situation of the 

struggle in that country is. 

Comrade Amilcar Cabral was 48 years · 
old, and had studied in Cape Verde and 
Portugal. After taking a degree in Agro-
nomy, he went to work in Guiné. while 
working, he was able to study the con-
crete situation of his country and of his 
people. He organised a nucleus of mili-
tants, who later spread through the whole 
country, mobilising and  organising the 
people and creating the conditions for the 
launching of the armed struggle. 

On 3 August, 1959, in reaction to peace-
ful demonstrations of dockers at Pijiguiti, 
the colonialists massacred them, mur-
dering 50 and wounding more than 100. 
Two years later, on 3 August, 1961, the 
PAIGC announced that it was going over 
to directaction, and on 23 January, 1963, 
the PAIGC started the armed struggle for 
national liberation. 

During 10 years of armed struggle, the 
anniversary of which the PAIGC cele-
brates tomorrow, the struggle has spread 
and it now covers almost the whole 
country. The PAIGC already controls 
two-thirds of Guiné, and in these large 
regions a complete programme of na-
tional reconstruction is being implemented. 
That is, most of the people of that bro-
ther country are part of a solid politicai 
organisation -the PAIGC; they have a 
developed administrativa structure and a 
judicial system; they enjoy a new econo-
mic system, free from ali forms of ex-
ploitation; and they have social and 
cultural services. The people, in short, 
have taken their destiny into their hands. 

Ali these great successes are linked with 
the personality and the work of comrade 
Amilcar Cabral, who was the promotor of 
nationalism in Guiné and Cape Verde, the 
organiser of the struggle, as well as the 
symbol of the unity of the whole people 
in the struggle against colonialism and 
imperialism. By assassinating him, the 
enemy hopes to be able to stop the pro-
gress of the struggle, smash unity and de-
moralise the fighters and the people. The 
colonialists are not intelligent, they do 
not learn the lessons of history. ln 1969, 
they assassinated the President of FRE-
LIMO, aiming at the sarne objectives. 

Did they succeed in stopping the struggle? 
No. On the contrary, the assassination of 

comrade Eduardo Mondlane increased 
the hatred of our fighters for colonialism, 
reinforced our determination and as a 
result, the struggle advanced at a faster 
rate. This is what will happen in Guiné 
and Cape Verde. As comrade Mondlane 
had done in FRELIMO, comrade Cabral 
had also created a solid structure, filled 
by dedicated and conscious militants, 
able to ensure the continuation of the 
struggle after his death. 

The colonialists are wrong when they 
think that the death of a man -even if 
he be a great man -can paralyse the 
struggle for liberation. ln Guiné, too, 
the struggle continues. 

But because of his politicai stature and 
owing to h is work, the death of this great 
fighter and leader constitutes an immense 
loss for the PAIGC and for the whole 
people of Guiné and Cape Verde, for the 
peoples of the Portuguese colonies as a 
whole, for Africa and for ali the revo-
lutionary and progressiva forces in the 
world. 

His work will remain forever, and his life 
as a fighter and revolutionary at the ser-
vice of his people and of Africa will be an 
inexhaustible source of inspiration to us. 

FRELIMO and the peopleofMozambique 
while paying tribute to the memory of 
the great leader, comrade Amilcar Cabral, 
and expressing their deep sympathy and 
solidarity with the brother people of 
Guiné and Cape Verde, wish to reaffirm 
their determination to carry forward the 
armed revolutionary struggle for national 
liberation until final victory. 

20 January, 1973 has been declared a 
Day of National Mourning for FRELIMO 
and the whole people of Mozambique. 

3 
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Soon after the assassina-
tion of Comrade Cabral, 
the President of FRE-
LIMO, who is also the 
current Chairman of the 
Conference of Nationa-
list Organisations of the 
Portuguese Colonies, deli-
vered a special message to 
the people of Guinea-Bis-
sau and Cape Verde over 
Radio Conakry. 

'. . 'J:~. ,, 

the. 
weapons 
Cabral 
h as 

4 

Comrades of the PAIGC, 
Brothers and ~isters of Guiné and Cape 
Verde. 

It is with a broken heart and filled with 
hatred that the President of FRELIMO 
and the Chairman of the Conference of 
Nationalist Organisations of the Portu-
guese Colonies is addressing you, on be-
half of your brothers and sisters of 
Mozambique, Angola, and São Tome 
and Príncipe, who are fighting the filth of 
colonialism and imperialism side by side 
with you. 

Your beloved leader, your supreme com-
mander, our comrade Amílcar Cabral, 
Secretary-General of the PAIGC, was 
assassinated yesterday, 20 January, by 
agents of Portuguese colonialism and 
international imperialism. 

We feel and know the overwhelming 
depth of your despair and your sorrow. 
Comrade Cabral, whom we have just lost 
was a great leader who united the people 
of Guiné and Cape Verde under the flag 
ofPAIGC. 

Cabral, the fighter, led one of the most 
exemplary armed struggles in our conti-
nent. Cabral, the leader, represented his 
heroic people with dignity and valour, 
and gave them prestige in the interna-
tional arena. We feel and know the 
crusrung and even desperate enormity of 
your pain, because on 3 February, 1969, 
we lived through the sarne moments of 
anguish, shed the sarne tears, when our 
comrade Eduardo Mondlane, President of 
FRELIMO, was assassinated. 

Comrades, 

We are going to talk to you as we talk to 
our people. We shall talk with the ex-
perience we ourselves have had. Trus 
crime takes place in a precise context: 

1. The great politicai and military 
victories of the PAIGC figh ters; 

2. The verbal can10uflage of the real 
objectives of the crime, under a barrage 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF FRELIMO 

of low and incredible slander against the 
glorious memory of Cabral and the 
PAIGC leadership. 

3. The use of infiltrated PIDE agents 
to commit the crime. The criminais dis-
guised themselves as «deserters>> from the 
colonial army, or former «politicai pri-
soners», in order to weaken ou r vigilance. 

4. The launching of a violent cam-
paign of tribalism, regionalism and ra-
cism by the services of fascist Spinola. 

Comrades, 

From Radio Bissau broadcasts, from the 
colonialist pamphlets, from the false 
voices of the loud-speakers in the colon-
ialist planes, we are able to detect the 
enemy's objectives. The colonialists had 
six objectives in assassinating comrade 
Cabral and slandering the leadership of 
PAIGC. 

l. To confuse the masses to make 
them stop supporting the struggle; 

2. to disorganise the life of the people 
in the liberated areas in order to destroy 
the structures of peoples' power, your 
biggest achievement; 

3. to sow misunderstanding between 
the lcadership and the base and to create 
divisions between the different social and 
ethnic groups of the brother peoples of 
Guiné and Cape Verde. ln so doing, the 
colonialists hoped to introduce tribalism, 
racism and regionalism, in short division, 
among you and in your Party; 

4. they want to make us lose ali sense 
of who the real enemy is, for us to get 
involved in secondary questions and for-
get what is essential; 

5. to demoralise our fighters, leading 
them to abandon their arms or surrender; 

6. to create confusion abroad, to make 
our friends stop their support. 

Comrades, 

Tribalism is also one of our main enemies. 
Where there is tribalism, there is inevi-
tably division, liberalism, indiscipline, 
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anarchy and chaos, that is, certain defeat. 
That is why the enemy so insistently 
foments tribalism and its twin brothers 
-racialism and regionalism. We have the 
weapons to triumph in this critical situa-
tion in which we are. The weapons, 
which our comrade Cabral spoke to you 

about many times, are the following: 

1. Solid unity among the peoples of 
Guiné and Cape Verde, among all social 
strata and ethnic and religious groups, 
against Portuguese colonialism and im-
perialism; 

2. Politicai mobilisation, intensive ex-
planation and thoroughgoing organisation 
of the masses, for the intransigeant de-
fence of the victories of the revolution; 

3. the reinforcement of the revolu-
tionary ideology which constitutes the 
cement of unity in our revolutionary 
family; 

4. the intensification of military opera-
tions to support our politicai action and 
consolidate our position. 

Comrades, 

Mondlane died, but the struggle continued 
and developed in Mozarnbique. The 
struggle in Mozarnbique, like in Guiné and 

Cape Verde and throughout the world, 
is not one man. The struggle is ali the 
suffering and hatred of the people. The 
weapons in Angola and Mozambique are 
supporting the people of Guiné and Cape 
Verde and their great Party-the PAIGC. 

Comrades, 

The body of our brother Amilcar Cabral 
has become a new banner with which to 
attack the enemy. Let us listen to the 
voice of Cabral, warm and still living on: 
«We must fight hard comrades!» 

Angola, Mozambique, Sao Tome e Prin-
cipe, our comrades from the Republic of 
Guinea, the Democratic Party of Guinea 
and the Government, the whole of Africa 
and the progressive world are firmly at 
our side. 

Long live the PAIGC! 
Long live the common and victorious 
struggle of Angola, Guiné and Cape Verde, 
Mozarnbique and Sao Tome e Principe! 

Long live the armed struggle of the 
United Peoples of Guiné and Cape Verde! 

Long live the glorious memory of our 
hero and comrade Amilcar Cabral! 

"The PAIGC 
affirms 
that this 
dastardly 

assassination, 
far from 
discouraging 
its fighters, 
will only 

increase their 
hatred 
for colonial 
domination 
and will thus 
serve as yeast 
to accelerate 
the liberation 
movement 
of the African 
peoples." 
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FRELIMO'S ADDRESS ATA SYMPOS/UM 

HIS STRUGGLE 

WAS THE 

PEOPLE'S 

STRUGGLE 

Comrade Ahmed Sekou Toure, Secre-
tary-General of the PDG and President 
of the Republic of Guinea, 
Comrades-in-arms of the PAIGC, 
Comrade PDG militants, 
Honourable delegates and friends, 

Shattered and in tears, we have come 
with you to bow our heads before the 
body of our friend and comrade-in-arms 
Amílcar Cabral. 

We too in mouming, we have come to 
present our condolences to the people of 
Guiné Bissau and Cape Verde, to the 
PAIGC, to Comrade Ana Maria Cabral 
and to the family of our comrade Amílcar 
Cabral. 

We also present our condolences to Com-
rade Sekou Touré and the PDG, comrades-
in-arms of the Revolution in Guinea 
Bissau and Cape Verde and in Africa, 
and to ali the revolutionaries of Africa 
and the world, for we have ali lost a 
fighter from our ranks. 

Little by little, the human contours of 
Amílcar Cabral are fading away, his warm 
fraternal and ironic voice, the dynamism 
of his every gesture, his radiant friendli-
ness, which won over the hearts of even 
the most hostíle, his acute perception of 
the world and the brilliance of a refined 
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SYMPOSIUM lN HOMAGE TO 

AMILCAR CABRAL 

Conakry, 31 January, 1973 

and cultivated intelligence at the service 
of the people. At the sarne time, the 
features of his work are standing out 
more clearly, that which he created and 
which gave him such stature that he will 
go down in the history of our continent 
and of mankind as a major figure. 

It is not death, a mere biological fatality, 
which brings us together here. We have 
come because Cabral's life, his thought, 
his action, his will and his energy have 
taken on material form in the PAIGC, 
embodying the hurniliation, the hatred 
and the will for freedom of the whole 
people completely and transforrning the 
historical reality of Guinea Bissau and 
Cape Verde. 

Ten years ago, very few people in the 
world could have known about Guinea 
Bissau and Cape Verde. They appeared 
as vague points of the Portuguese colonial 
presence on our continent. It was the 
struggle, the unity of the people in their 
fight which, by dealing powerful blows 

against the enemy, enabled the people not 
only to forge their personality, but also 
to affirm it at the intemational levei. 
This is what neither the bullets fired at 
Amilcar Cabral by PIDE agents nor the 
murderous bombs dropped on the people 
by NATO planes can ever impair. 

' To speak of Amilcar Cabral, to pay 
tribute to Amílcar Cabral, is therefore to 
speak of the people's struggle, to speak of 
their great party the PAIGC, to speak of 
the exemplary struggle he led in such an 
way. 

lf it is to be  victorious, the struggle re-
quires as a basic essential the unity of the 
oppressed forces. 

Amilcar had the inspired vision to under-
stand, intemalise and give material form 
operationally, to the historical unity of 
the peoples of Guinea Bissau and Cape 
Verde. Over and above the divisions and 
contradictions introduced and incited by 
colonialism, Amilcar Cabral was able to 
make the broad masses understand that 
Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde, with 
their identical historical roots and the 
sarne experience of suffering and hurni-
liation, had to unite their destinies, com-
bine their energy and hatred, so as to 
liquidate Portuguese oppression, acquire 
their personality and build a new future. 
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With the creation of the PAIGC on 19 
September, 1956, with the struggle, the 
word 'people' and freedom and dignity 
were rediscovered in Guinea Bissau and 
Cape Verde. 

The man of the unity of the people of 
Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde, Amílcar 
Cabral was also able to understand and 
defend a broader vision of the struggle. 
We thus find him as a pioneer of the 
movement for unity between the peoples 
of the Portuguese colonies, as one of the 
founders of the Conference of Nationalist 
Organisations of the Portuguese Colonies 
{CONCP) in April, 1961. 

The CONCP gave concrete form to the 
common experience of suffering and ex-
ploitation of the peoples of Angola, 
Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde, Mozam-
bique, and São Tomé and Principe. 

It affirmed the African personality of 
our peoples and their deterrnination to 
endure any sacrifice to win their freedom. 

A fighter for unity, both national and 
with respect to the Portuguese colonies, at 
the intemational levei Amilcar Cabral 
was also an ardent advocate of the unity 
of ali the world progressive forces, a true 
intemationalist. On every continent he 
raised his eloquent voice and put his 
brilliant intelligence at the service of the 
struggle of the oppressed peoples of 
Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde, Mozam-
bique, Angola, São Tomé and Principe, 
Indochina, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Na-
mibia, Palestine and of ali peoples. 

The unity Amilcar Cabral upheld so in-
transigently took on its true dimension 
when,  with courage, he was able to make 
unity a working tool, the driving force 
behind launching the armed struggle, the 
only way to solve the conflict between 
ourselves and Portuguese colonialism. 
Armed struggle, in tum, also created the 
conditions for further strengthening and 
developing unity. 

The unleashing of armed struggle, as a 
radical changing of the situation, de-
mands of the leader inspired vision, great 
politicai talent and a tremendous organi-
sing capacity for communicating with the 
masses. Amilcar Cabral, whom we have 
see~ to have been a man of unity, ap-
peared to us, as from 1963, as the man 
of the armed struggle of the peoples of 
Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde. 

Contrary to what some people might 
think, armed struggle is not just a simple 
matter of firing shots and commanding 
forces on a battlefield. Considering the 
balance of power between the forces in 
our lands and the fact that there is a 

merciless, astute, organised and well-
equipped enemy with centuries of ex-
perience of wars of aggression confronting 
our peasant masses, who are unarmed, 
the victims of obscurantism, and who 
have been deprived of ali initiative by 
long colonial domination, now more than 
ever armed struggle is an eminently poli-
ticai process. 

It is, for us, a matter of mobilising 
and organising the broad masses, of re-
leasing their creative energies, so as pro-
gressively to transform our human poten-
tial into a force which crushes the enemy. 

A protracted people's war is therefore an 
instrument for mobilising the broad pea-
sant masses in our countries. Thus, in 
Guinea Bissau we see the PAIGC launch 
the struggle in the rural areas and through 
it mobilise growing numbers of people, 
increasing its fighting strength until it 
becomes a superior military force which 
destroys the Portuguese army. 

It is this struggle which, by destroying 
the colonialist state, its base and instru-
ments of domination, lays the founda-
tions for the emergence of a new situa-
tion: the creation, on the ruins of the 
colonial power, the power of the people. 
The establishment of the liberated areas 
provides the material base for the trans-
formation of the anti-colonial liberation 
struggle into a revolutionary struggle, a 
struggle for the establishment of new 
politicai, economic, social and cultural 
structures which express the total power 
of the masses over society as a whole. 

Apari from the military successes shown 
by the liberation of parts of a territory, 

the fundamental importance of the gro-
wing liberated areas in Angola, Guinea 
Bissau and Mozambique lies in the pro-
cess of transformation which is taking 
place there. 

ln January, 1966, Amilcar Cabral stated 
that 'the object of national liberation is 
to reconquer this right usurped by im-
perialism, that is, the liberation of the 
development process of the national pro-
ductive forces.' 

The new institutions, the nascent state 
machinery,  the new organisation of pro-
duction and trade, the creation of edu-
cation and social services which, in both 
airns and methods, serve the interests of 
the masses unconditionally and exclu-
sively, definitively libera te the process of 
internal development, the historical pro-
cess cut short by colonialism. 

It is these institutions, these structures, 
which make national liberation irrever-
sible. This is why even when a brutal 
concentration of enemy forces succeeds 
in invading an area, such penetration is 
extremely temporary and the enemy are 
soon forced to retreat. 

Amilcar Cabral, the man who built up 
unity and made it operative through the 
launching of armed struggle, is also for 
us the man of the establishment of the 
structures of new power. Thus, the pro-
cess whereby the people of Guinea Bissau 
and Cape Verde acquired their personality 
was being completed, and aU that was 
lacking was intemational sanction for the 
legal recognition of an existing reality. 

It is within this context that the brutal 
assassination of Amilcar Cabral happened. 
The Portuguese colonialist govemment 
was noting the imminence of its defeat 
and the collapse of its military action. 

lmperialism could see with anguish the 
appearance of yet another anti-imperia-
list base which, owing to its strategic 
position, would give it less room for 
manoeuvre against the African revolution. 

The ignominious failure of the invasion 
of the Republic of Guinea, the strategic 
rear and source of inspiration of the 
fighters of Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde 
and in Africa and the liquidation of the 
fifth column in Guinea, forced the enemy 
to seek further desperate measures. 

A blow struck against the PAIGC, a 
blow struck against Guinea Bissau, would 
weaken the Republic of Guinea, Mozam-
bique and Angola. The destruction of 
the PAIGC:s struggle would to some ex-
tent isolate the Guinean revolution, re-
leasing troops and material for the wars 
in Mozambique and Angola. 

7 
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... 

This is the true significance of the co-
wardly and loathsome assassination of 
Amilcar Cabral. But in this respect toot 
it must be said, the enemy have been 
defeated. The fight continues and only a 
man, although a giant, has died. 

It is up to us to draw lessons from this. 

Amilcar Cabral did not die because he 
wanted just the independence of his 
country, a new flag and a new govem-
ment in his country. It must be pointed 
out that this blow against the PAIGC 
today, like that against FRELIMO yester-
day in tht> person of Eduardo Mondlane, 
and the armed attacks and conspiracies 
against the Republic of Guinea, Tanzania, 
lambia, Congo and other brother coun-
tries, are ali part of the sarne plan to 
liquidate the African Revolution. It was 
for this African Revolution that Amilcar 
died. 

The enemy reaction to each failure and 
defeat is to try new methods and tactics. 
We have to find the formula for over-
coming enemy machinations, of detecting 
them when they are still in embryo and 
smashing them. 

And for this we have a decisive weapon: 
we have the people, and they neither 
have nor ever will have the people. 

If we have the people and lose, it is be-
cause we are displaying the ideological 
shortcorning which Arnilcar Cabral, in 
1966, already defmed as the chief weak-
ness of the African liberation movement. 
The destruction of colonialism, of im-
perialism and its remnants, and the estab-
lishment of people's power "Which li-
quidates ali forms of exploitation of man, 
are our historie tasks. 

As we can see, the manifold tasks to be 
carried out by the national liberation 
movement go well beyond the physical 
destruction of the enemy's vital forces, of 
their material. 

It is not from the numbers of soldiers 
killed, vehicles destroyed or planes shot 
down that we finally assess the progress 
or setbacks of our forces. It is in the 
establishment of the structures of people's 
power, in the people's consciousness of 
where their interests lie, and in their 
deterrnination to defend the power which 
actually fulfJ..Is the interests of the people, 
that the true significance and progress of 
the Revolution are to be found. 

ldeological unity, therefore, must succeed 
national unity, completing it and trans-
forming it into an instrument for the 
fulftlment of the interests of the broad 
exploited masses. 

ldeological unity does not arise spon-
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taneously and in the abstract. It is not 
a result of mere library reading. It is 
the outcome of involvement in practical 
tasks, the product of the revolutionary 
practice of the broad masses. 

Because the process of armed liberation 
struggle is not homogeneous in ali parts of 
the national territory, it can happen that 
we experience different phases simulta-
neously in our countries. Whereas in one 
area the immediate task will be to Jaunch 
armed struggle, in another the task will 
be to strike deeper roots, while in yet 
another the aim will be to establish the 
structures which make the liberation pro-
cess irreversible. 

These heterogeneous situations demand 
of the leadership, of the militants who 
constitute the vanguard in the fight, an 
ideological clarity without which one 
runs the risk of rnisconstruing the struggle. 

Knowing who should exercise power in a 
village and on behalf of which social 
group, deciding on the system of owner-
ship, on how to organise trade -these 
are immediate and tangible questions 
which the whole people are capable of 
understanding and absorbing, so long as 
we do the necessary politicai ~ork. 

ln other words, it can be said that once 
the physical presence of the enemy has 

been destroyed, a new and more decisive 
conflict arises. The class struggle at an 
intemational levei, between our people 
and the colonialist and imperialist enemy, 
is followed, at the internal levei, by a 
class struggle against national forces with 
an exploitative bent. 

It also means that the previous dividing 
line between colonisers and colonised has 
to be further c~mpleted by an even deeper 
dividing line between exploiter and ex-
ploited. 

This dividing line affects every field, and 
primarily the ideological and cultural 
fields. ldeas, values, habits, usages and 
customs, ali the unconscious standards 
which regulate the everyday behaviour 
of the individual, are expressions of the 
ideology and culture of the existing 
society. 

It so happens that we were ali bom into 
an exploitative society and have been 
profoundly imbued with its ideology and 
culture. This is why an internal fight 
against what we believe to constitute our 
moral framework is difficult and may at 
times seem irnpossible. 

Divesting ourselves of the exploitative 
ideology and culture and adopting and 
living, in each detail of everyday life, the 
ideology required for the revolution is the 
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essence of the fight to create the new 
man. 

lt is not the personal fight of one man 
wrapped up in himself. 1t is a mass 
struggle in which we accept criticism and 
do self-criticism, purifying ourselves in 
their fire, which makes us conscious of 
the path to be followed and fills us with 
hatred for the negative values of the old 
society. 

When we launch this process, on the one 
hand the establishment of popular struc-
tures of politicai power and, on the other 
the fight to acquire a new mentality and 
behaviour, we are opening the doors to 
serious contradictions in our midst. 

Discontent will arise. Ali those who were 
hoping to exploit the people, to step into 
the shoes of colonialism, will oppose us. 
Erstwhile companions of ours who ini-
tially accepted the popular aims of our 
struggle, but who in practice reject the 
internal struggle to change their values 
and customs, will move away from us to 
the extent of deserting or even betraying. 

The successes achieved militarily, the 
feeling of the imminence of victory, will 
hasten the process of the discontentment 
of a handful of elements frustrated in 
their ambitions and corrupt tastt~s. ln 
this way, a breach is made in our ranks 
through which the colonialist and im-
perialist enemy will penetrate. 

The reactionary forces, the disgruntled 
elements, will see in an alliance with the 
enemy a way of safeguarding their petty 
and anti-popular interests, while the 
enemy will find in such an alliance a 
golden opportunity to strike a blow 
against the Revolution. 

ln the criticai phase through which we 
are passing of the sharpening of the 
internal class conflict and the military 
and politicai defeat of the enemy, the 
protection of the Revolution and of its 
leaders, the survival of the revolutionary 
structures and of their cadres, depends 
now more than ever, on the masses. 

lt is when ideological work is stepped up 
among the masses that they acquire the 
necessary vigilance, which makes them 
sensitive to the slightest deviation from 
the politicai line, and this enables them 
to detect and nip in the bud any enemy 
infiltration and even the smallest ideolo-
gical offensive of the reactionaries. 

Experience shows that for the revolu-
tionary forces, tragedies like that of today 
in thePAIGC, that of 1969 in FRELIMO, 
and also the abortive crime against the 
Guinean Revolution in November, 1970, 
are radical vaccines against enemy and 
counter-revolutionary action, so long as 
we are able to draw the necessary lessons 
from them. 

Only we revolutionaries can transform 
temporary setbacks into springboards for 
new offensives, because only we can 
avail ourselves of the invincible force of 
the people, of the decisive weapon of the 
scientific ideology of the exploited masses. 

Amílcar Cabral was not only a leader in 
the context of Guinea Bissau and Cape 
Verde, but for ali the Portuguese colonies 
as well. The blow against the PAIGC 
the pain suffered by the people of Guin~a 
Bissau and Cape Verde, is also a blow in-
flicted on us, a pain that we also feel. 

Because, too, Amilcar Cabral's activity 
was not confmed only to the liberation 

THE CONSPIRACY 
As soon as the members of the Central 
Committee of the Democratic Party of 
Guinea and of the Guinean Government 
knew of the assassination of Amílcar 
Cabral, they met to study the measures 
to be taken. Invited to participate at the 
meeting were the FRELIMO delegation 
which was in the Republic of Guinea on 
an official visit, headed by FRELIMO's 
President, comrade Samora Machel; and 
the ambassadors of Cuba and Algeria. 

It was decided unanimously immediately 
to detain all those who had either di-
rectly or indirectly participated in the 
crime and to hear their statements. 

The statements made by the criminais 
revealed that the assassination was organi-
sed by the Portuguese colonialist autho-
rities, with the aim of weakening the li-
beration struggle in Guinea-Bissau and 
Cape Verde. Most of the criminals were 

of Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde, the 
responsibility for transforming Amilcar 
Cabral's death into a new incentive for 
fighting falis on ali of us. 

FRELIMO's weapons and the Mozam-
bican people's struggle to advance the 
national liberation war are also an affirm-
ation of our support for the PAIGC and 
of the fact that Amilcar Cabral lives on. 

At this grave and sorrowful time when 
the colonialist enemy have apparently 
won a victory, we wish solemnJy to af-
firm our total confidence, without re-
servations, in the heroic people of Guinea 
Bissau and Cape Verde, and in their 
great party, the PAIGC, powerfully 
backed by more than ten years' ex-
perience of armed struggle, and accus-
tomed to struggle for more than sixteen 
years by the teachings and action of 
Amilcar Cabral. 

We already know, in detail, how on the 
front tines the sorrow of the fighters, 
their tears, are being transformed into 
military offensives against the enemy. 
This is the surest sign that Amilcar Cabral 
lives on. 

Long live the unforgettable memory of 
the hero, fighter and leader Amilcar 
Cabral. 
Long live the united struggle of the 
peoples ofGuinea Bissau and Cape Verde. 
Long live the PAIGC. 
Long live the liberation struggle of An-
gola, Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde, 
Mozambique and São Tomé and Principe. 
Independencia ou Morte, 
Venceremos. 

Samora Machel 
President of FRELIMO. 

(A trans/ation from FRELIMO's 
internal  bulletin) 

from Guine a-Bissau, had been in the 
colonial army and had infiltrated the ranks 
of the PAIGC in the guise of deserters and 
nationalists. The investigation also re-
vealed that the colonialist plan of assassi-
nating leaders through the infiltration of 
agents was conceived not only in re-
lation to" the PAIGC, but also for FRE-
LIMO and the MPLA. 

The criminal agents had specific missio:1s 

9 
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which besides the assassination of leaders, 
included the following: 

a) To foment racism, causing division 
between black and mulatto militants; 

b) To exploit the dissatisfaction of 
those who, for disciplinary reasons or 
because of corruption, had been punished 
by the PAIGC; 

c) To foment discord and opposition 
among the militants operating in· the in-
terior and those working outside the 
country. 

d) To encourage tribalism, regionalism, 
etc. 

The infiltrated agents succeeded in esta-
blishing a network which enabled them 
to control some cars and the gunboats of 
the PAIGC. And on the agreed date, 
while some of them assassinated comrade 
Amilcar Cabral, another group kidnapped 
other PAIGC leaders and put them in 
the boats, which headed for Bissau. 
However, the Republic of Guinea's Air 
Force and Navy pursued and intercepted 
the boats forcing them to return to 
Conakry. 

One of the criminais, Valentino Cabral 
Mangana, the commander of one of the 
boats, stated that the Portuguese colonial 
authorities had told him personally that 
«Portugal is ready to give independence 
to the natives of Guinea-Bissau, but under 
these conditions: 

The PAIGC must be liquidated; 

Ali Cape Verdians must be excluded 
from the nationalist movement, because 
Portugal wants to keep the Islands of 
Cape Verde, which constitutes a very 
important strategic base, for it and its 
.allies. Once this is achieved, Portugal will 
grant independence to Guinea Bissau and 
concentrate its troops in Cape Verde to 
protect the natives of Guinea-Bissau». 

Some Guineans allowed themselves to be 
fooled by this manoeuvre and agreed to 
act as agents of colonialism, infiltrating 
the PAIGC to carry out the «conditions» 
irnposed by Portugal. 

Another agent, Lansana Bangoura, con-
firmed what Valentino Mangana had said 
and gave details of a plan of aggression 
that the irnperialists are preparing not 

only against the Republic of Guinea, but 
also against Tanzania and Zambia. 

According to this plan, the enemy 
intend to create disturbances in these 3 
countries, through the subversive activity 
of agents inflltrated in the PAIGC, FRE-
LIMO and the MPLA. 
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ln order to support the confusion 
thus created in Guinea Conakry, Tanzania, 
and Zambia, the Portuguese would launch 
air, land and eventually se a attacks against 
these countries. 

At the sarne time, the Portuguese 
forces would launch large-scale offensives 
against the liberated areas of Guinea-
Bissau, Mozambique and Angola. 

The year 1973 is considered in the 
strategy of Portuguese colonialism, to be 
as a decisive year for the liquidation of 

the nationalliberation movements. 

It is up to us FRELIMO militants to ~r~w 
lessons from this new criminal colomalist 
action. 

The main lesson is very clear: it is the 
need for vigilance. We have been vigi-
lant, and this is why we have been able to 
detect and identify many agents sent by 
the Portuguese colonialists who inftltrated 
our ranks to assassinate our leaders and 
subvert the Organisation. But it is neces-
sary to intensify vigilance, and to do it 

in a collective way. That is, FRELIMO's 
security must not depend upon a few 
people who belong to the Security De-
partment and wh? have had speci~ 
training. The secunty of FRELIMO 1s 
the responsibility of ~ach mi~itant where-
ever he is, whatever his functwn and the 
place where he operates. The comrade 
who makes ambushes and does sabotage, 
the. comrade who cultivates the land, the 
teacher and students in a school, the 
representative in a  foreign country -ali 
must be alert and vigilant, to detect any 
inflltration of enemy agents. 

Another lesson is this: FRELIMO in 
its politicai classes, in its statements, 
always and everywhere, constantly in-
sists on the fact that side by side with 
the fight àgainst the colonialist authori-
ties, we have another equally important 
fight against tribalism, regionalism and 
racism. Some comrades fmd it difficult 
to understand why FRELIMO gives so 
much emphasis to the struggle against 
tribalism, regionalism and racism. The 
recent events in Guinea-Bissau will help 
us to understand our orientation. ln fact, 
the weapons the colonialists used to 
strike this terrible blow against the PAIGC 
were precisely racism, tribalism and re-
gionalism. We have already seen that 
some of the agents confessed that their 
mission was to cause contradictions be-
tween blac~s and mulattoes, and between 
militants from different tribes. They 
succeeded in causing these contradictions. 
And from then on it was easy for them 
to organise the whole assassination plan. 
Meanwhile the colonialists in Lisbon and 
Bissau were rubbing their hands with 
glee. For history was repeating i_tself in 
their favour: as in the past, durmg the 
wars of resistance, they were again mee-
ting with success in provoking fights a-
mong the people themselves, between 
different tribes and races, in arder to kill 
the nationalliberation movement and be 
able to continue their domination. 

Our vigilance, therefore, must be chiefly 
with regard to our politicalline -and it 
is deviations from this line which makes 
it possible to discover agents. Thus, for 
example, our policy tells that there must 
be no tribalism or racism in FRELIMO. 
Therefore, if someone appears in FRE-
LIMO defending racism or tribalism -
that attitude immediately indicates that 
we are faced with an enemy agent. 

We must always be vigilant at every mo-
ment. To be vigilant is to defend the 
revolution, to ensure the fulfilment of 
the interests of our people, to tie down 
the enemy, to accelerate the process of 
our struggle and to bring the day of our 
liberation nearer. 
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IDNDlANI'S IDRI LIVIS DN 

On the 4th anniversary of the 
death of the 1st President of 
FRELIMO, FRELIMO mili-
tants at their posts inside 
Mozambique and abroad paid 
tribute to his memory. We are 
publishing a summary of the 
speech made during a cere-
mony at his graveside. 

Comrades, 

As in previous years, we have come here 
today· to pay tribute to the first President 
of FRELIMO, Comrade Eduardo Chi-
vambo Mondlane, who was barbarously 
assassinated by Portuguese colonialism 
four years ago. This is not a routine 
pilgrimage: it is a solemn event through 
which we rededicate ourselves to the 
liberation struggle, assuring Comrade 
Mondlane that the work he started, the 
ideal for which he gave his life, is being 
carried on by those he left behind. 

This year we have come to tell him that 
the movement he structured is constantly 
growing and becoming stronger, and has 
already spread to every part of Mozam-
bique. That unity he fought so hard to 
achieve is being even further strengthened 
-the Mozambican nation already exists. 
That the armed struggle he planned and 
started is scoring even greater successes -
we have extended it to the whole of 
Tete Province and opened a new front in 
Manica e Sofala Province. We are already 
launching very large-scale attacks on towns 
and fortified centres, and we are consoli-
dating our liberated regions. That the 
number of schools, hospitais, and culti-
vated fields is growing and that they are 
functioning increasingly well. That we 
have not deviated from the line he laid 
down - our enemy is defined not in 
terms of race, colour or nationality, but 
in terms of activity against our people; 
the struggle for the emancipation of 
women continues to be one of our most 
basic concerns; we firmly maintain our 
position of independence in international 

ANIVERSÁRIO DA MORTE DO 

PRIMEIRO PRESIDENTE DA FRELIMO 

CAMARADA EDUARDO C. MONDLANE 
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relations, rejecting paternalism and ac· 
cepting only unconditional aid, on the 
basis of the total respect of. other coun-
tries for our struggle and our people. We 
have come to tell him that our line con· 
tinues resolutely revolutionarv and that 
we are working with determination for 
our final victory. 
We are commemorating this date only a 
few days after the death of another 
great African nationalist leader, Comrade 
Amilcar Cabral, Secretary-General of the 
African Party for the lndependence of 
Guiné and the Cape Verde lslands, also 
assassinated by Portuguese colonialism. 

There is a great similarity between the 
deaths of Eduardo Mondlane and Amilcar 
Cabral, in the methods used, in the mo-
tives and in the objectives. 

Both were assassinated because they re-
presented the unity of the people and the 
guarantee of genuinely popular and revo-
lutionary line, the rejection of ali com-
promise with colonialism and imperialism 
and the assurance that the prime goal of 
the struggle was to satisfy the people's 
interests. This made them number one 
targets of the enemy. For colonialism 
was counting on the continuance of tribal 

You were the leader 

for whom 

we yeamed. 

regional and racial divisions in order to 
pursue its strategy of 'divide and rule', 
thanks to which it was able to dominate 
our peoples for so many years. On the 
other hand, the pursuance of the revo-
lutionary and popular line dashed ali the 
colonialists hopes of hoodwinking our 
people with fake independence, indepen-
dence with a national anthem and flag, 
but continued exploitation as before. 

This is why they assassinated our leaders. 
The enemy hoped that with their death 
they could disorganise the liberation move-
ment and halt the struggle: or at least 
change the orientation of FRELIMO and 
the PAIGC, putting puppets to head them. 

But they failed. They failed because 
when the assassination took place the 
revolution was already well underway in 
our countries, with the active partici-
pation of the whole people. And when 
people have already tasted the fruits of 
revolution, they do not turn back, they 
do not accept any solution which is less 
in their interests. This is what happened 
in Mozambique, where the people pro-
vided FRELIMO with new leaders who 
are following the path laid down by Com-
rade Mondlane in perhaps an even more 

radical way. This is what will happen with 
the people of Guiné and Cape Verde, 
under the leadership of the PAIGC. The 
enemy have miscalculated once again, 
but then it is in the very nature of their 
orientation and mentality to make such 
mistakes and to repeat them. 
Comrade President Mondlane once said 
in a speech he made to the people that it 
was not a question of whether we are to 
live or die. We ali have to die sooner or 
later and there is nothing we can do to 
prevent it. The question that arises, he 
said, is whether we are going to live in 

freedom or slavery. Would we agree to 
live as slaves when we have the possi-
bility, through our own efforts, to ach· 
ieve freedom? The Mozambican people 
led by FRELIMO and by Comrade Mond· 
lane himself at that time, gave their 
answer to this question on 25 September 
1964, when they launched the armed 
struggle for national liberation, against 
colonialism and imperialism. The vic-
tories we have already scored in the 
course of these eight years show that 
Comrade Mondlane was right and that the 
path we are following is the only sure one. 

The Struggle Continues ... 

l . . ! 

your true vision of the world 

and of just relations among men. 

We awaited you -some of us with simple faith 

as one who longs for a god he knows 

You brought the idea that would unite us, 

a profound and scientific understanding. 
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or for a power, strange and mysterious -

someone who with the force of his words 

or the strength of his gesture 

magically 

in a moment 

would fulfll our most vital dream 

-freedom. 

And you carne. 

But you did not bring magic words. 

You did not promise miracles to your people. 

You brought your unshakable conviction, 

your human feelings, 

And thus, 

without magic but 

magically, 

sometimes by the force of your words 

sometimes by the strength of your gesture 

sometimes by the idea, clear and certain, 

you afflJ'IJled yourself as the leader 

we yeamed 

and you opened the way 

to our most vital dream 

-freedom. 

for whom 

, 
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WAR COMMUNIQUE 

Manica e Sola/a 
During the period between August and 
November, 1972 FRELIMO fighters were 
active in the regions of Mandie, Mungari, 
Buzua (between Mungari and Chemba) 
and Vila Gouveia. Moreover, we ad· 
vanced to a new region, Macossa, where 
important actions are taking place. 

ln Mandie our fighters limited them-
selves to small ambushes, which resulted 
in 2 lorries destroyed and 1 O enemy 
soldiers killed. 

ln Mungari we launched 7 major am-
bushes and other smaller operations on the 
road Changara -Curo. Eight lorries and 
2 tractors were destroyed, and about 25 
of the enemy were killed. 

ln the region of Buzua we attacked 2 
camps: Chiganda on the 31 of August; 
and Tuque, on 7 November. Our am-
bushes took place mainly on the road 
Mungari -Chemba and Mungari-Guro. 
The enemy toll was 3 lorries and 2 jeeps 
destroyed and at least 30 soldiers killed. 

ln the new front of Macossa we organised 
ambushes on the roads linking the village 
of Macossa with Mungari and Vila Gou-
veia;  5 trucks were destroyed and about 
15 enemy soldiers were killed. 

Ore tractor was also destroyed on the 8 
of August, on the road Macossa -Mun-
gari. Our comrades, who were in am-
bush, ordered the tractor driver to stop, 
and made him step down. We set him 
free, together with his assistant, and 
destroyed the tractor with fire. 

ln the region of Vila Gouveia, we at-
tacked 2 camps, where the Portuguese 
were in the process of building 'aldea-
mentos' (concentration camps): in M'ko-
macha, on the 17 August and in Nham-
phassa on the 9 October. Two tractors 
were destroyed and 9 enemy soldiers 
were killed. We ambushed the enemy on 
the roads between Vila Gouveia and Guro, 
Macossa and Vila Pery. Five lorries and 

2 jeeps were destroyed, and about 20 of 
the enemy were killed. 

An important action took place on the 
23 August, when a vehicle from the Posts 
and Telecommunications was destroyed. 
The vehicle was coming from Vila Pery, 
going towards Vila Gouveia, and was 
intercepted on the way by our comrades. 
The driver was left free and the vehicle 
with its contents, was destroyed with 
grenades. 

On 15 October our fighters launched an 
attack against a cotton-trading post in 
Nhantetete. The post was assaulted and 
destroyed. 350 sacks of cotton stored 
there were burnt out. 

ln other ambushes and sabotage opera-
tions on the roads Macossa -Vila Gou-
veia, Guro -Mungari, Buzua -Chemba, 
Chemba -Mungari, Macossa -Canxixe 
and Macossa to Nhansalala, we destroyed 
6 vehicles and killed about 50 enemy 
soldiers. 

Niassa 
During ·the period between October and 
December, 1972, our fighters in Niassa 
Province launched sabotage operations 
and ambushes in the zones of Vila Cabral, 
Mwembe, Massangula, Metangula, Mepon-
da, Chissindo and Maniamba. Six lorries 
were destroyed and more than 40 enemy 
soldiers were killed. 

On January 24 our comrades launched 
simultaneous attacks against 2 enemy 
posts, Nova Coimbra and Manhice. Both 
were damaged and the enemy forces 
suffered heavy losses. 

Previously our sabotage units had des-
troyed the bridge over river Lugwissi, 
between Nova Coimbra and Lunho, to 
prevent the enemy from sending rein-
forcements. 

Cabo Delgado 
Our actions in Cabo Delgado Province 
have been characterised by an increase in 
the attacks against Portuguese posts, with 
a view to completely dislodging the 
enemy from our zones. Thus, during 
the period between September 17, 1972 
and February 22, 1973, FRELIMO forces 
attacked 16 camps and posts. ln addi-
tion we launched a number of ambushes 
and sabotage operations throughout the 
whole province. More than 150 Portu-
guese soldiers were killed, 25 vehicles 
were destroyed and 3 bridges blown up. 

attacks 
On 18 October we launched 4 simul-
taneous attacks against the posts of 
Nazombe, Nangololo, Ntadola and the 
concentration camp of Abdala, near Ma-
comia. Ali the posts were damaged, and 
at least 30 enemy soldiers were put out 
of action. The «aldeamento» of Abdala 
was assaulted and 8 weapons, ammuni-
tion and 2 radios were captured. Many 
Mozambican patriots were also freed. 
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Two simultaneous attacks were launched 
by FRELIMO forces against the military 
camps of Kassenge and Ulumbi, on the 
22 November, 1972. ln Kassenge, where 
our force was composed of infantry and 
artillery, we assaulted the enemy positions 
and captured some equipment, including 
5 guns, blankets, clothing, etc. Five 
Mozambican patriots imprisoned in the 
camp were freed. 

On the dawn of 1 January, 1973, our 
forces attacked and assaulted the enemy 
post of Ulo, near Mocimboa da Praia. 
The post was badly damaged. During the 
assault we captured 13 guns, 2 radias, one 
sewing machine, 4 table clocks, 1 Portu-
guese flag, clothing, kitchen utensils, etc. 
Previously, in a combined action to pre-
vent the arrival of enemy reinforcements, 
a FRELIMO sabotage unit destroyed the 
Kinyeu bridge, on the road between 
Mocimboa da Praia and Ulo. 

Other posts and camps attacked were 
Pundanhar (October 13,) Namatil (Octo-
ber 24), Quinhentati (December 20), 
Nacatãr (December 27), Nangade (Jan-
uary 1, 1973), Pundanyar (J anuary 11 ), 
Mwagamula (February 13), and Nangolo-
lo (February 14 and 22). 

ambushes and sabotage operations 

FRELIMO guerrillas mined the road bet-
ween Mueda and Nangololo in severa! 
places. On 3rd February, a very large 
convoy left the post of Mueda for the 
post of Nangololo, carrying cannons, 
mortars and other war equipment to 
reinforce the post. The cars successi-
. vely hit our mines and were ambushed --
each time a car was blown up the enemy 
camped on the site to treat the wounded 
and collect the dead. Thus, the convoy 
took 8 days to cover about 60 kilometers 
to Nangololo. When they arrived there, 
they were 4 lorries short. 

Demoralised and weakened, the enemy 
left two days !ater for Mueda. On the 
way back they were again ambushed: one 
car was destroyed and there were more 
casualties, forcing them to camp for a-
nother night. Only on 15th February, 
what was left of the convoy managed 
to reach Mueda. 

On January 27, a FRELIMO unit am-
bushed an enemy convoy going from 
Porto Amelia to Quissanga. One land-
rover was badly damaged. Our comrades 
salvaged from the landrover 6 boxes of 
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ammunition, civilian clothes, knives and 
money (5,000 escudos). The bodies of 
3 Portuguese were found in the wrecked 
vehicle, 2 of them were identified as 
being Antonio da Costa, a policeman and 
Conceição Maria Simões Costa, his wife. 

More ambushes and sabotage operations 
were launched in the regions of Nangade, 
Pundanhar, Mwaguide, Marapwa, Ancuabe, 
Panamozi, Chai, Montepuez, Cuero, Mo-
cimboa da Praia, Mueda and Macomia. 

Three bridges were blown up on Octo-
ber 25 and 30 and on November 5. Two 
spanned rivers Nango and Chiumbulu. 
The third one linked two sections of the 
road Macomia-Namele. 

Tete 
During the period between September and 
December, 1972, FRELIMO fighters in 
Tete province shot down 2 helicopters 
and 2 reconnaissance planes; anacked 
7 posts, 2 strategic hamlets and 1 camp; 
launched 5 operations on the railway line 
Beira - Zobwe and on the interna-
tional road Rhodesia - Malawi; and 
launched a great number of ambushes 
and sabotage operations. More than 260 
Portuguese and 8 Rhodesian soldiers were 
killed, 3 locomotives, severa! wagons and 
many kilometers of the railway lim were 
destroyed, as well as 48 vehicles. 

aircraft and helicopters shot down 

On November 14, 1972 a helicoptcr 
carrying Portuguese soldiers was shot 
down by our fighters when attempting 
to land near the village of Sandifolo. It 
crash-landed and ali who were in it were 
killed. 

On November 20, a helicopter flying over 
the region of Chamanga was shot down 
by our anti-aircraft guns. 

On December 4, a reconnaissance plane 
was hit by our fue when flying over the 
zone of Mpadue. It crashed into the 
Zambezi River as it tried to reach Nova 
Santana. 

On December 6, another reconnaissance 
plane was shot down in the sarne zone of 
Mpadue, and crash-landed at Chuvungo. 

attacks 
We attacked the military posts of Manje, 
Nyakamba (November 20), Mocumbura 

(December 4), Nyamadende (December 
17), Chachiriri (September 14), Chico-
massi (October 1 0), Nula (October 14), 
Chancoma (November 16), and Chintuza 
(December 9). 

operations on the railway line 

On November 10, 11, 13 and 14, in co-
ordinated sabotage actions, our fighters 
destroyed many kilometers of the railway 
line in the zone between Kateme and 
Caldas Xavier. 

On Novernber 25, five Portuguese soldiers 
were killed by anti-personnel mines pla-
ced by our comrades in the places where 
the railway line Kateme -Caldas Xavier 
had been destroyed. 

On November 26, in an ambush, we des-
troyed a locomotive with bazooka fire. 
lt was going from Mecunga to.wards 

Mecito. 

From December 13 to 16, a convoy of 20 
military vehicles going from Zobwe to 
Moatize successively hit our mines. When 
the convoy finally reached Moatize, 5 
vehicles had been destroyed and over 15 
enemy soldiers had been killed. 

ambushes 

Many ambushes and sabotage operations 
were carried out by FRELIMO fighters 
particularly on the roads Tete -Cahora 
Bassa (7 times, on December 5, 7, 8, 14, 
28 and 29), Mocumbura -Luia, Tete -
Mandie, and in the zones of Chipera, 
Mague, Changara, Chioco, Estima, Dique, 
Furancungo, Golowi, Sachiriri, Moatize, 
Cahora Bassa and Mocumbura . 

The following is a translation of 
the latest war reports : 

«OUR OFFENSIVE lN TETE PROVINCE 
ST ARTED LAST NOVEMBER CONTI-
NUES STOP JANUARY 17 AT 1800 
HOURS WE LAUNCHED 2 SIMULTAN-
EOUS ATTACKS AGAINST THEPOSTS 
FURANCUNGO ANO FINGOE EACH 
GARRISONING ONE BATALLION POR-
TUGUESE TROO PS STOP ATT ACKS 
COMPLETELY SUCCESSFUL STOP 
BUILDINGS ANO OTHER MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS INCLUDING AMMU-
NITION DEPOTS WIPED OUT STOP 
ALL VEHICLES DESTROYED DO-
ZENS ENEMY SOLDIERS KILLED 
STOP ON MARCH 1 WE ATTACKED 
TURNED INTO ASHES POST MALE-
WERA KNOWN AS GAGO COUTINHO». 
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FRELIMO AT 

THE 21st 

SESSION 

OF THE 

LIBERATION 

COMMITTEE 

From 8  - 12 January, 1973, the 21st 
Session of the Liberation Committee of 
the Organisation of African Unity was 
held in Accra, Ghana. 

This session was of particular importance: 

1. lt was the first meeting of the Com· 
mittee after the OAU Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government in Rabat. At 
that Assembly the African involvement 
in the cause of the liberation of ou r Con-
tinent took on greater depth. The spirit of 

Rabat was going to be put into practice 
in Accra. 

2. Following the decison at Rabat, we 
attended the meeting as observers, which 
enabled us to participate fully in the work 
of the Committee. 

3. Also guided by the spirit of Rabat, 
and taking into consideration the deve-
lopment of the struggle in the Portuguese 
colonies and in Southern Africa, the 
meeting was going to review the strategy 
for the liberation of Africa. 

4. A delegation from the Secretariat 
of the Liberation Committee, led by the 
Executive Secretary himself, had visited 
free Mozambique shortly before this ses-
sion. 

5. For the first time after the imperia-
list coup which toppled President Nkru-
...,ah, a meeting of the OAU, and parti-

cularly of its Liberation Committee, was 
taking place in Ghana. This showed a 
profound change in the politicai situation 
in Ghana, which has rejoined the anti-
colonialist struggle, and the progressive 
nature of the regime which carne in on 
13 January, 1972. 

Ali these fC~;ctors led our leadership to 
decide to send a high-level delegation to 
the meeting. Thus, our Comrade Presi-
dent Samora Machel led the FRELIMO 
delegation which also comprised Com-
rades Joaquim Chissano and Sergio Vieira. 

This 21st Session of the Liberation Com-
mittee adopted very important docu-
ments, which express Africa's decision to 
increase support for the cause of libera-
tion, and to give priority to the develop-
ment of assistance to the struggle of 
the peoples in the Portuguese colonies. 

During their stay in Ghana, our delegation 
went to Nkroful, birthplace of President 
Nkrumah, where he is buried. The Presi-
dent of FRELIMO, on behalf of the 
African freedom fighters, placed a wreath 
of flowers on the grave of that great 
African patriot and militant. 

The President of FRELIMO addressed 
the opening session of the Liberation 
Committee meeting. We quote from his 
speech: 

OAU MUST GIVE PRIORITV. 

TO LIBERATION 
Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished delegates, 

Our struggle is reaching a decisive phase, at the national levei 
as well as internationally. lt is therefore important to analyse 
the role which should be played by the Liberation Committee 
of the OAU at this stage. lt is the Committee 's task 
to inform the OAU, to orientate it on questions concerning 
the liberation of the continent. The OAU must push the 
international community on ali matters related to Africa, 
giving priority to its liberation. 

We need your material support. The enemy spend about 2 
million dollars per day to wage their war against us. Their 
NATO allies, namely the U.S., Great Britain, France and West 
Germany are unsparing in their financial, economic and mili-
tary support for Portuguese colonialism. 

We have to confront modern armies, well equipped, combative, 
with a centuries-old experience of wars of aggression. 

The dimension of our struggle leads to a direct confrontation 
with the imperialist and racist interests deeply implanted in 
our country and in Southern Africa. 

Mobilising moral, politicai, diplomatic and material support 
for our cause and involving the people in it is a major task of 
the Committee and of the OAU. This must happen first in 
Africa, because it concerns our own liberation and we cannot 
ask outsiders for solidarity which we ourselves do not prac· 
tise. We have no right to criticise the silence of the interna-
tional press or the indifference of western opinion, if ou r own 
press remains silent and our public opinion is not mobilised. 

At the international levei, we ask the Committee and the 
OAU to make our programme their own. The Committee and 
the OAU must, above ali, sharpen the vigilance of the interna· 
tional community towards Portuguese manouevres to pursue 
the war of aggression and colonial domination under the 
camouflage of «autonomy» calling Mozambique and Angola 
«States», etc. ln particular, Lisbon is trying to find cracks in 
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the Africa united front by proposing 'good-neighbourly dia-
logue', or even claiming that the right to self-determination is 
being observed in its colonies. 

The present Portuguese policy of «Africanising» the war, of 
installing African puppets here and there, is aimed at main-
taining colonial domination and at guaranteeing the conti-
nuation of the war by changing the colour of the corpses. 

lf Portugal wants peace, dialogue, negotiation, it has before it 
the Mozambican people, represented by FRELIMO, against 
whom it is waging a war and with whom it must negotiate and 
dialogue. The day Lisbon is ready to recognise our right to 
immediate and total independence, it wili find us ready for ali 
dialogues and negotiations. 

lt is evident that any confusion or hesitation on the part of 
Africa on this basic issue would be highly prejudicial and 
would have a demoralising effect: Dialogue demands as an 
indispensable precondition that Lisbon recognise our right to 
total and immediate independence. lt is with FRELIMO in 
Mozambique, and with it alone, that Lisbon must dialogue. 

Portugal the aggressor must be excluded from the international 
community. lt is in no way representative àf or responsible 
for our country, except as an open aggressor which must un-
conditionaliy put an end to aggression. lt has no right to 
speak on our behalf, either in the diplomatic, politicai, econo-
mic or social fields. Questions of education and health, of the 
economy, of labour, of sport -ali matters related to the 
Mozambican people must be put forward by their representa-
tive-FRELIMO. 

The Committee and the OAU must give us the diplomatic 
support to achieve a situation where FRELIMO wili represe~t 

the people of Mozambique and their interests at ali leveis: 1n 
other words, which wili enable our people to take their right-
ful place in the international arena, acting in equality with 
other peoples. for the common cause of freedom, justice, 
progress and world peace. 

Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished delegates, 

The Ghanaian people have accorded us a fraternal welcome, 
with warm friendship and solidarity. This is the result of 
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reconquered freedom, of the mobilising activity of t~eir 

Government and of the Council for National Redemptron. 
We thank the people of Ghana, through their leaders. 

We hail and thank the Executive Secretariat and the Liberation 
Committee the Generai-Secretary of the OAU for their action 
in support 'of our cause, for their increasing interest, of which 
their visits are proof. 

We congratulate with warmth and friendship our comrades-in-
arms of the MPLA and the PAIGC, who are winning great 
victories against the Portuguese colonialists. Their victories are 
celebrated by our people as own victories. They encourage 
and help us in a decisive way. We hail the rebirth of the poli-
ticai struggle in Sao Tome and Príncipe, a Portuguese colony 
very often forgotten, with a heroic tradition of struggle. We 
wish to confrrm the words of our Comrade Amílcar Cabral on 
the support to be given to our comrades in Sao Tome and 
Príncipe. We support the Movement for the Liberation of Sao 
Tome and Príncipe, which is not a new organisation for us. 
We congratulate them for having been able to put an end t.o 
their internal contradictions, uniting to concentrate therr 
efforts on the task of liberation. The gap that existed in the 
fighting fror.t of the Portuguese colonies is now filled. We 
wish the M LSTP the greatest successes. 

We greet the comrades from A.N.C., our comrade fighters 
from Namibia and Zimbabwe, those from the Comoro lslands, 
from the Somali Coast, from Seychelles, who in difficult con-
ditions are tirelessly fighting for the freedom of their coun-
tries. Their struggle helps us very much. 

We are entering the ninth year of our struggle. The fight 
against oppression is being reinforced througho~t the ~orld
in Africa, in Indochina, among the Arab countnes and 1n Pale-
stine, and in Latin America. To ali we bring the solidarity of 

our combat, our pledge always to fulfill our national and 
international duty. 

The Strugglê Continues. 
I ndependence or Death, 
We shall Win. 

Samora M. Machel 
President. 
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The Fourth of February 1961 holds a 
very important place in the modem period 
of the Angolan people's history. The his-
torie importance of the armed action 
carried out by MPLA militants against the 
military prisons in Luanda lies in the fact 
that it carried the people's centuries-old 
resistance to foreign domination to a 
higher level, a new level. It was the begin-
ning of the Angolan people's organised 
national liberation struggle, having a pro-
gressive nationalist organisation - the 
MPLA -as its catalyst and guide. 

The Fourth of February 1961 also re-
presents the will and determination of the 
people to put an end, once and for al1, 
to centuries-old politica! and economic 
oppression, to the humiliation that colo-
nialism represents, and to overcome the 
economic underdevelopment which is a 
consequence of colonialist and imperialist 
exploitation. 

During those 12 years of armed struggle, 
the Angolan people, under the leadership 
of MPLA, won great victories in the poli-
ticai and military fields. 

Thus, after the creation of the first 
politico-military region in 1961, the se-
cond politico-military region was opened 
in 1963 in the district of Cabinda and, 
in 1966, 1967 and 1969, the third. 
fourth and fifth regions were created, 
comprising the districts of Moxico, 
Cuando-Cubango, Lunda and Bié. This 

means tha t  1 O of the 16 districts in to 
which Angola is divided are the theatre 
of guerrilla activities. The fifth politico-
military region, comprising the districts of 
Bié and Huambo, is situated in the very 
heart of Angola and is of a great demo-
graphic and econornic importance. Be-
cause of this, the Portuguese colonialists 
set up a strategic barrier across this 
tableland which MPLA forces broke 
through in mid-1970. 

Ruins of a Portuguese post destroyed by MPLA fighteis. 

MILITARY VICTORIES OF MPLA DURING 1972 

Enemy troops put out of action 837 
African mercenaries killed 64 
Angolans freed 387 
Assorted weapons captured 352 
·Grenades captured 185 
Ammunition captured 4834 
Radio sets captured 9 

Desperate with the military and politica! 
victories won by the Angolan people, on 
May 1970, Portugal began using chemical 
weapons to destroy the crops in the 
liberated areas. 

However, the results were not what had 
been expected by the Portuguese. The 
spirit of sacrifice of the people, the deep 
roots the MPLA had established inside 
the country and the solidarity of inde-
pendent African States, the socialist coun-
tries and other progressive forces, were 
able to rninirnise the effects of this new 
criminal action of Portugal, and to trans-
form it into another defeat for the 
colonialists. 

Ambushes 108 
Vehicles destroyed 43 
Bridges destroyed 12 
Attacks on barracks 27 
Barracks totally destroyed 5 
Boats sunk 7 
Helicopters shot down 5 

ln the liberated areas, the Angolan people, 
under the leadership of the MPLA, are 
building a new life, free from the colo-
nialist oppression. Schools, medical assis-
tance, and dignity are being enjoyed by 
a people who, previously, knew only 
illiteracy, disease and humiliation. 

The people took up their destiny in their 
own hands, and the struggle in Angola 
advances into further victories. 

Long live the friendship between the 
peoples of Angola and Mozambique! 

Long live the solidarity between MPLA 
and FRELIMO! 
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This year the Caetano regime in Portugal 
and the government of Edward Heath and 
the Conservative Party in Great Britain 
are celebrating the oldest of European 
alliances. 600 yea~s ago, on 16 June 
1373, the first Anglq-Portuguese treaty 
was signed, between King Edward III of 
England and Fernando I of Portugal. 

The anniversary of this event is being 
made the occasion for some spectacular 
propagandizing --including international 
football matches and boat-races, son et 
lumiere shows at Lisbon's Convent of 
Jeronimos,  a possible marine industries 
symposium culminating in the visit of the 
Duke of Edinburgh to Portugal in June, 
and the reciprocai visit of Caetano him-
self to London between 16 -19. This is 
the first time a Portuguese Prime Minister 
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has visited Britain since before the fascist 
coup of 1926, and is in itself a good in-
dication of how the ancient alliance is 
being revived. The aim of these extrava-
gant celebrations is transparently clear --
it is to strengthen the British trading and 
investment links that help shore up the 
Portuguese colonial economy, to give 
British capital an increased stake in the 
repression of the peoples of Mozambique, 
Angola and Guiné (not to mention the 
workers of Portugal itself), and to conso-
lidate the politicai support of the British 
government for Portuguese fascism. 

The treaty that is the object of these 
celebrations was drawn up as part of an 
intrigue in the Iberian Península by which 
John of Gaunt, the most powerful Eng-
lishman of his time, hoped to win the 

crown of Castille. He failed in this, and 
the only concrete result of the 14th 
century alliance was that a contingent of 
English archers helped the Portuguese 
defeat the invading Castillians at the deci-
sive battle of Aljubarrota on August 14, 
1385. This battle firmly established 
Portugal as an independent nation-state. 
John of Gaunt's attempt to invade Cas-
tille the following year, however, was an 
ignominious fiasco, andas he had run out 
of money the Portuguse had to supply 
the ships to get his men back to England. 

After this the Anglo-Portuguese alliance 
effectively lapsed for the next 300 years, 
and in fact il1 the period 1580 -1640, 
when Portugal was under the Spanish 
crown, England frequently engaged in 
hostilities with her 'oldest ally', and had 
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no qualms about aiding the Dutch in 
their raids on the far-flung outposts of 
the Portuguese seaborne empire. lt was 
an English fleet for example, that in-
f1icted a shattering naval defeat on the 
Portuguese in .1619 which destroyed Por-
tuguese hegemony in the Persian gulf. 

When the alliance was revived it was in a 
qualitatively different form in a series of 
treaties (1642, 1654, 1661) which cul-
minated in the famous Methuen treaty of 
1703. These treaties guaranteed English 
support for Portugal's politica! indepen-
dence from Spain, but in return the Por-
tuguese economy was subordinated to 
the expanding power of English capital. 
Portugal was condemned to export pri-
mary goods (chiefly wine, which was 
allowed to enter England ata lower tariff 
than French wines), while importing 
manufactured goods, in particular textiles 
from England, thus blocking the develop-
ment of the nascent Portuguese cloth 
industry. The consequent deficit on 
Portugal's balance of trade was covered 
by the gold of Portugal's richest colony, 
Brazil, which was used not to develop 
Portuguese capitalism, but to pay for 
essential English imports and therefore 
enriched London rather than Lisbon. 

The reduction of Portugal to the status of 
a semi-colony of Britain involved her on 
the British side in both the War of the 
Spanish Succession and the Napoleonic 
Wars, in both cases gaining nothing from 
the conflict save the dubious honour of 
being seated among the victors in the 
. peace conference. ln fact her involve-
ment in the Napoleonic Wars lost Portu-
gal her Brazilian market and the profit-
able re-export of Brazilian produce, due 
to Britain's insistence that in return for 
evacuating the Portuguese royal family to 
Brazil, Brazilian ports should be opened 
for trade with Britain. ln 181 O Britian 
went even further and extorted a treaty 
from the Portuguese which actually let 
British goods enter Brazil at a lower price 
than Portuguese goods, so that as early 
as 1812 British exports to Brazil already 
exceeded those of Portugal. Portugal's 
positive trade balance with' Brazil disap-
peared, to be taken over by Britain. The 
politicai 'independence' of Brazil, stage-
managed by the British Foreign Minister, 
Canning in 1825, was merely the logical 
sequei to this, and the means of finally 
securing a huge Latin American market 
for British Manufacturers. 

The loss of Brazil removed the main sup-
port of the ailing Portuguese economy, 
which throughout the 19th century was 
convulsed by recurrent financial crises. 
Portuguese colonial policy attempted to 
substitute Africa for Brazil, but in the 
scramble for Africa Portugal was out-
manoeuvred by far stronger imperialist 
powers, especially her 'ally' Britain, and 
her dreams of linking up Angola and 
Mozambique in a transcontinental empire 
were rudely shattered. Britain colonia-
lists regarded the Portuguese as decadent 
and incapable of shouldering the 'white 
man's burden' and Lord Salisbury's go-
vernment had no intention of letting 
Portugal interfere with plans for a Cape to 
Cairo route under British control. 

As it was Angola and Mozambique easily 
fel! within the British sphere of influence. 
Most of the capital used to open up Mo-
zambique was British, and at the tum of 
the cen tury a quarter of the Europeans 
in Mozambique were British subjects. 
Ali in ali, for the period 1870 -1936 
more than half the capital invested in the 
Portuguese colonies was British and had 
been raised in London. 

The fact that fascism was set up in Portu-
gal after the 1926 coup did not materially 
affect Anglo-Portuguese relations. Even 
Salazar's policy of supplying Nazi Ger-
many with strategic minerais during 
World War II did not shake the alliance; 
and neither did his declaration of a 
national day of mourning on hearing of 
Hitler's death. Nor was any British voice 
raised against the admission of Portugal 
to NA TO in 1949, despi te the pious pre-
amble to the NA TO charter abou t the 
defence of democracy and freedom etc. 

Today the Anglo-Portuguese alliance is 
one of the most important manifestations 
of Western support for Portugal's colo-
nial wars. The British government has 
been carefully cultivating links with the 
Portuguese regime -various right-wing 
MPs have visited  the colonies to perform 
enthusiastic PR jobs for the Caetano 
regime, assorted Portuguese officials have 
visited London over the past year to 
discuss the consequences of Britain's en-
try into the EEC for Portugal and Portu-
gal's own negotiations with the EEC, and 
the British Foreign Minister, Douglas-
Home, visited Lisbon in June, 1971,  a 
visit that was returned in March, 1972 
when Rui Patrício went to London for a 

week. The lavish reception given by the 
British government to Patrício contrasts 
violently to the treatment accorded to 
the late Comrade Amílcar Cabral, Secre-
tary -General of PAIGC. Attempts were 
made to obtain an interview for Cabral 
at the British Foreign Office; this was 
refused on the grounds that 'it would be 
inappropriate since Mr. Cabral is com-
mitted to violence against a government 
with whom we have friendly relations'. 

Coupled with such remarks by Douglas-
Home in Lisbon ('No-one can ever accuse 
the Portuguese of racialism. You have 
set an example to black and white') this 
shows how much sympathy the peoples of 
Mozambique, Angola and Guiné can ex-
pect from British Conservative ministers. 

British policy towards Portuguese colo-
nialism is of a piece with its strategy for 
the whole of Southern Africa -the at-
tempts to work out a 'settlement' with the 
Smith regime in Zimbabwe, the compli-
city in the continued illegal occupation of 
Namibia by South African troops, the 
policy of arms sales to South Africa etc. 
Ali this is of course motivated by the 
huge economic stake which Britain, more 
than any other imperialist power, has in 
the continued suppression of the peoples 
of Southern Africa. The motivation for 
celebrating the 600th anniversary of what 
seem at first sight rather irrelevant 
scraps of paper is quite clear -it is to 
protect the British investments in the 
Portuguese colonies and in South Africa, 
to reinforce the oppression and exploi-
tation of our people, and to ensure that 
Portuguese soldiers will go on being 
killed in defence of Western imperialist 
interests. 

This article was writ-
ten for "Mozambique 
Revolution" by the 
British Committee 
for Freedom in Mo-
zambique, Angola 
and Guinea. 
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The development of our struggle constantly 
gives rise to new situations which require new 
solutions. Certain approaches which yesterday 
appeared to us final and satisfactory today 
seem inadequate, out of place and sometimes 
even incorrect. 

ln the process of our growth we learn: and 
through discussion of our experiences, some-
times inspired by the revolutionary experience 
of other peoples, we are able to find the most 
correct path, suited to the specific phase of 
our development, in every sphere -politicai, 
military and in national reconstruction. 

One constant and unchanging principie guides 
us in the search for solutions: always place the 
interests of the people before ali e/se. 

This is not merely a matter of theory. It is the 
people who want to know how to organise 
production in arder to obtain better results. 
It is the health cadres who ask themselves if 
they should concentrate on giving simple daily 
treatment or if they should give priority to 
preventive medicine. lt is the politicai com-
missars who want instructions on how best to 
implement our anti-racialist policy, now that 
we are advancing into zones with a greater con-
centration of the white population. It is the 

teachers who want to find ways of more 
closely relating their lessons to the politicai 
and geographical environment. lt is tlze soldiers 
who need more perfected military techniques 
to counter the methods used by the enemy -
for example, laying mines on newly-constructed 
roads. lt is the women who feel frustrated 
because traditional and colonial education left 
in them a feeling of inferiority towards men, 
which prevents their fui/ participation in the 
struggle: they wish to know how to get rid of 
this complex. 

Conscious ofthese realities, FRELlMO has been 
holding a series of Conferences and study 
meetings with the aim of adapting our pro-
gramme to the present phase of the struggle. 
Thus, the Central. Committee met last Decem-
ber. ln January a National Pedagogic Seminar 
took place. The First Conference of the 
Health Services and the First Conference of 
Mozambican Women were held in February and 
March 

ln this issue of «Mozambique Revolutiom we 
are publishing the final communique of the 
Central Committee meeting and of the 1st 
Conference of Mozambican Women. We shall 
publish the documents of the other meetings in 
our forthcoming issue. 

Communique 
of lhe 

The Central Committee of FRELIMO met 
from 4 to 30 December, 1972 to analyse 
the general situation of our struggle. 

The agenda included a criticai analysis of 
ali FRELIMO activities from the point of 
view of their efficiency and their con-
formity with the principies of the Organi-
sation. On the basis of this analysis, and 
also taking into account the development 
of the struggle and the prospects for the 
future, the Central Committee revised 
some of the structures, bringing them up 
to date. 

been consolidated ove r the past two years. 

Being thus aware that ideology is the 
basis of unity, and that the present tasks 
of our revolution, the politicai, social and 
military features of the liberated zones, 
~nu the advanced phase of the work of 
national reconstruction require a clarifi-
cation of the politicai line, the C.C. de-
voted a great part of its work to a study 
of the politicai and ideological questions 
posed by the struggle. 

Central 
Committee 

20 

One of the most relevant aspects of the 
meeting wàs the spirit of unity, frankness 
and comradeship which prevailed among 
the participants, and their concern to 
study all the problems deeply in order al-
ways to be able to find correct solutions. 
The C.C. noted that this unity, is the 
result of an ideological identity, which was 
already evident in 1970 during the pre-
ceding meeting of the C. C. and which has 

It was reaffirmed that our ideology is 
that which corresponds to the interests of 
the great majority of our people, who 
have been oppressed and exploited, and 
who are today shouldering the major 
responsibilities in the liberation struggle. 
Our ideology is that which brings about 
the unity of the whole Mozambican peo-
ple, over and above regional, tribal and 
racial differences in the struggle against 
foreign domination and the exploitation 
of man by man. 
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During the 26 working days of the 
meeting, the C.C. made a thorough ana-
lysis of ali sectors of activity and formu-
lated solutions for many of the problems 
which have cropped up in the context of 
the liberation struggle. 

·on armed struggle, the C.C. noted that 
great progress had been made as shown 
by the opening of the new front, Manica 
e Sofala, the consolidation of the liberated 
regions and the launching of large-scale 
attacks. The C.C. underlined the fact 
that these military successes are above ali 
politicai victories. 

The C.C. made an analysis of the situa-
tion in national reconstruction on the 
economic, health and educational fields 
and emphasised that these activities must 
be based on a clear politicai orientation, 
so as to prevent a resurgence of colonial 
and exploitative practices that would rob 
the people of the fruits of their labour. 

Great importance was attached to the 
work in the fields of education and cul-
ture, the success of which is apparent in, 
arnong other things, the increased num-
ber of primary schools and the progress 
of the secondary school. The C.C. con· 
sidered that revolutionary Education and 
Culture are the basis of our total libera-
tion, as they create the conditions for the 
establishment of a truly Mozambican 
personality, for the liquidation of the 
dead weight of the past, like superstition, 
and of ali vestiges of the colonial society 
which prevent our total involvement in 
the struggle. 

The C.C. stressed the vital role that pro-
duction plays in our people's war. lt 
analysed the progress achieved in the li-
berated zones in this field-the extension 
of the cultivated areas, the introduction 
of better techniques, the diversification of 
agricultura! production and the develop-
ment of cottage industries. Concerning 
commerce, there has been an increase in 
the number of trading centres and in the 
volume of trade. The C. C. underlined the 
importance of continuing with these ef-
forts in order continuously to raise the 
standard of living of the masses and 
transform the liberated zones into a mo-
dei and source of inspiration for the 
people still under enemy domination. 

With the aim of increasing efficiency in 
this sector and stepping up the rate of 
development of our liberated zones, the 
C.C. decided to create an organ entrusted 
with the responsibility for economic acti-
vities. This organ will coordinate the 
work of ali sections connected with pro-
duction and commerce. 

The FRELIMO health services have deve-

loped i~ such a way as to meet the needs 
of the liberated areas and of the new ad-
vanced zones. At the moment the health 
services have two fundamental tasks: to 
provide assistance for the growing num-
ber of victims of repression, especially 
among the population; and to wage a 
frontal attack aimed at creating a healthy 
Mozambican, free from the inheritance of 
disease left by colonialism. 

The C.C. analysed the achievements and 
successes obtained up to now - the 
organisation of courses for the training of 
health cadres and the establishment of a 
network of hospitais and medical posts -
and decided that they must be reinforced 
so that they may better support the 
general efforts of national reconstruction. 
With regard to foreign relations, the C.C. 
noted that over the past years, as a re-
flection of the great success achieved in-
ternally, the prestige of FRELIMO has 
affirmed itself more and more and led to 
the growing isolation and discrediting of 
our enemy, the Portuguese colonialist 
government. At the sarne time, our 
relations with the progressive forces in the 
world, which are fighting for the sarne 
goal of liquidating colonialism and im-
perialism and the exploitation of man by 
man, have been consolidated. 

The C.C. also considered that one of our 
priority tasks must be the struggle for the 
emancipation of women, a struggle which 
must be a major concern of ali Mozam-
bican revolutionaries, both men and wo-
men. This will permit the effective mobi-
lisation of the abilities of Mozambican 
women in the service of the struggle 
against i Portuguese colonialism, and will 
also put an end to discriminatory and 

exploitative practices of traditional and 
colonial society. ln this way, Mozarnbiciin 
women will fully assume their role as 

citizens of free Mozambique. 

To give more impetus to the struggle for 
the emancipation of women, the C.C. 
decided to create an Organisation of 
Mozarnbican Women which has as its 
nucleus the Women's Detachment. This 
new Organisation will bring together ali 
women engaged in the various sectors of 
activity. 

The C. C. decided, on the proposal of the 
provinces and the Mozambican women to 
declare 7 April, the date of the death of 
Comrade Josina Machel, head of Social 
Affairs and of the Mozarnbican Women's 
Section in the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Mozarnbican Women's Day. The 
C.C. was prompted to take this decision 
by the spirit of militancy and of revo-
lutionary sacrifice which characterised the 

life of Comrade J osina Machel. Her work 
as a clandestine militant while itl' the 
zone under colonial domination, and her 
role in the FRELIMO Women's Detach-
ment, for the emancipation of Mozam-
bican women, are outstanding examples 
for ali militant revolutionaries. 

Analysing the statutes and programme of 
FRELIMO in the light of the practical 
ex12erience gained in the past 4 years, the 
C.C. resolved that it was necessary to 
bring up to date certain structures, rules 
and organs, to make them more efficient 
and adapted to the present phase of our 
struggle. 

Through a deep study of the pr.oblems of 
ou r war, this historie meeting of the C. C. 
was able to clarify many aspects of our 
strategy and tactics. lt also brought to 
our attention the need for constant study, 
for knowledge of Mozambican society in 
ali its complexity, as the way for FRE-
LIMO to be able to affirm its presence 
in the whole country, and to carry the 
flarne of freedom to ali the regions where 
our compatriots still suffer under the yoke 
of colonialism. 

The watchwords formulated at the 
meeting which constituted a true land-
mar!c in the life of our Organisation, were: 
general offensive on a1l fronts and ex-
tension of the war to new zones. By im-
plementing these watchwords we shall be 
striking the enemy in their most vital 
areas, and we shall be changing the ba-
lance of forces in favour of our people. 
We shali, in short, be speeding up the 
fmal crumbling of Portuguese colonial-
ism and imperialism in our country, and 
continuing with the building of a free, 
prosperous and strong Mozarnbique. 

21 
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FIRST CONFERENCE OF 
MOZAMBICAN WOMEN 

The situation of women being exploited 
and oppressed beings is not a pheno-
menon limited to Mozambique. ln most 
countries and on every continent women 
are to differing degrees deprived of their 
most fundamental rights, prevented from 
taking part in politicai life, confined to 
the tasks of procreation and looking after 
the home, and subject to tyrannical 
authority. 

Yet it is in countries such as ours, where 
traditional concepts on women's sub-
mission and colonialist concepts have 
been combined or juxtaposed, that this 
oppression and exploitation take the most 
extreme forms. 

In Mozambique a genuinely popular revo-
lution is taking place and being consoli-
dated. As a result of the armed struggle 

COMMUNIQUE 
ISSUED AT 
THE END OF THE 
CONFERENCE 

for national liberation launched by the 
people under the leadership of FRELIMO, 
vast are as which cover abou t one-quarter 
of our country have been liberated, and 
the struggle has advanced in to a new 
province - Manica e Sofala. ln the 
liberated regions, in Cabo Delgado, Niassa 
and Tete,  a new life is being built, in-
spired by an ideology which puts the 
interests of the masses of the people be-
fore all else, which rejects ali forms of 
oppression and exploitation by any indi-
vidual, group, class or sex over another, 
and which aims at establishing healthy 
and harmonious human relations. 

The fight to liberate women occupies an 
irnportant place within this revolution. 
It was in this context that the 1st Con-
ference of Mozarnbican Women was held 
from 4 to 16 March, 1973. 
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The Conference was attended by more 
than 80 delegates engaged in ali sectors 
of activity, with members of the Women's 
Detachment predominating. 

The agenda included the following items: 
(1) Reports on activities, (2) Analysis 
and description of Mozambican wornen's 
position in traditional society, colonial 
society and the present situation, (3) 
Examination of Mozambican women's 
involvement in the process of the revo-
lution, giving special attention to the 
following points: obstacles to their in-
volvement and the nature of existing con-
tradictions, definition of goals, formu-
lation of strategy, tasks of the Organi-
sation of Mozambican Women and its 
place within the structure of FRELIMO. 

The Conference was chaired by Comrade 
Samora Machel, President of FRELIMO, 
who defrned in his opening speech the 
historico-political context in which the 
Conference was taking place, analysing 
the origins of women's alienation and 
putting forward the line to be followed 
to achieve success in the struggle for the 
emancipation of women. The Confe-
rence adopted the speech by the Presi-
dent of FRELIMO as a basic document. 

On analysing the reports given by com-
rades engaged in armed action and wor-
king in schools, hospitais, nurseries, etc., 
the Conference noted that Mozambican 
women organised in the Women's Detach-
ment were working in a correct way, 
with a high levei of consciousness and 
great efficiency. Among the tasks per-
formed by the Women's Detachment are 
fighting and mobilising, organising and 
defending the people, transporting mate-
rial, ensuring production,recruiting, secu-
rity work, taking care of nurseries, clande-
stine work, etc. 
The Conference noted, however, that 
there was a psychological factor affecting 
rnost comrades which made it difficu]t 
for them to carry out their tasks -an 
inferiority complex. On further analysis, 
the Conference found the reasons for 
this complex to lie in a combination of 
the traditional system of education and 
the colonial system. lndeed, it was noted 
that throughout their lives, at different 
phases of their growth, girls are subject 
to what is known as 'initiation rites' 
which, although varying in form from re-
gion to region, ali have in common the 
fact that they instíll in girls a submissive 
attitude towards men and teach them 
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that their place in society is a secondary 
one. During the puberty ceremony, 
specifically, girls are told that their role 
henceforth is to produce children and to 
look after their husband and home, ali 
other task~ being forbidden them. These 
initiation rites, which are surrounded by 
an aura of mystery and religious solem-
nity, have a very powerful psychological 
impact and make girls blindly accept what 
they are taught, traumatising them for 
the rest of their lives. 

The Conference further noted that these 
initiation rites were merely one of the 
manifestations ofthe concept of women's 
inferior position prevailing in traditional 
society. Other manifestations are, for 
example, the bride-price, which reduces 
a woman to a mere object to be sold and 
bought and makes her a simple object of 
pleasure and reproduction in the eyes of 
the buyer -the husband. Other exam-
ples are polygamy and forced and pre-
mature marriages. ln the latter cases, 
children often no more than 1 O years old 
are forced to marry. Apart from reflec-
ting a reactionary attitude, these prac-
tices constitute a serious obstacle to 
women's involvement in the liberation 
struggle and this in two respects: because 
they condition women to feel alienated, 
and because they confine her to domes-
tic life and agricultura! production at the 
service of her husband, depriving her of 
any prospects of taking part in politica!, 
cultural or social work. 

The colonial system further worsened 
this situation. Itself also instigated by 
the idea that women are 'the second sex', 
it subjected Mozambican women to dou-
ble oppression and exploitation: first ' 
the general oppression and exploitation 
inflicted indiscriminately on men and 
women alike, in the form of forced 
labour, compulsory crops, arbitrary im-
prisonment, racial discrimination, etc. 

And then the other more specific form 
directed only against women. By se-
parating women from their husbands 
through forced labour and denying them 
the means to support their homes and 
children, colonialism created the con-
ditions whereby women were forced to 
resort to selling their bodies, to pros-
tituting themselves, in arder to be able to 
survive. Women debased themselves, 
degraded themselves and were subjected 
to the most extreme humiliation by the 
colonialists, who not only made of them 

a labour force and machines for repro-
duction, but also made them into instru-
ments of pleasure. 

Having thus analysed the situation of 
women in our country, the Conference 
went on to examine the fighting strategy 
to be used in restoring to women their 
due place and rights in the new society 
we are building in a revolutionary way. 
First the two poles of the contradiction 
were pinpointed. The Conference declared 
that the fundamental contradiction exists 
between Mozambican women and the 
system of oppression and exploitation in 
force in our country, which excludes 
women from making any decisions on 
the life of society, even on matters which 
directly affect them. The Conference 
drew the attention of all delegates to the 
danger of misinterpretation as regards the 
targets of the fight, giving the example of 
the position taken by the so-called wo-
men's liberation movements which pro-
liferate in the capitalist countries. These 
movements direct their fight against men, 
making them their target and accusing 
them of being responsible for their op-
pression and exploitatiOI). The Conference 
pointed out that working men are them-
selves exploited and oppressed in those 
societies, as well as women, and that 
whatever reactionary ideas they may have 
about women have been instilled in them 
by the system under which they live. 
lt is against the system, that is, against 
the negative aspects of tradition and 

against colonialism and imperialism, that 
Mozambican women must direct . their 
struggle. 

The Conference noted that the present 
moment, when a genuine revolution is 
taking place in Mozambique, is highly 
favourable for this fight. The revolution 
has set itself the goal of destroying the 
old social order based on minority rule, 
in order to build on its ruins a new society 
in which power belongs to the working 
masses, precisely to those who were ex-
ploited and oppressed under the previous 
system, among whom, specifically, are 
women as such. 

The Conference also outlined the means 
to be used by Mozambican women to 
achieve their liberation. Considering that 
the liberation of women cannot be sepa-
rated from that of men, and that the 
enemy and the objectives are common, 
the 1st Conference of Mozambican Wo-
men pointed out that the only road for 
women to take was to engage in the 
tasks of the struggle, in the revolutionary 
process. 

ln this way, they will contribute directly 
to the victory of the revolution, that is, 
to hastening the day of their liberation. 
What is more, by joining the struggle at 
all leveis, they are opening up new pros-
pects for their future, destroying in prac-
tice the concepts which relegated th(!m to 
a passive and voiceless role in society. ln 
short, they are creating the conditions for 
participating in the exercise of power, 
taking their destiny into their  hands. 

At the sarne time, this participation can-
not be arbitrary or casual, it must come 
within the. framework of FRELIMO, the 
revolutionary politica! organisation wliich 
upholds all the interests of the exploited 
people and which is capable of giving a 
correct orientation to women and de-
fining their tasks. 

The Conference hailed the Central Com-
mittee's decision at its meeting in Decem-
ber 1972 to create an Organisation of 
Mozambican Women. Such an organi-
sation had become a necessity, given the 
fact that the only women's body was the 
Women's Detachment. lt was noted, 
in fact, that many women were working 
outside the ambit of the Women's De-
tachment and did not come within any 
structure of their own. There were also 
many potential women militants who did 
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not fulfil the requirements for joining the 
Women's Detachment and who remained 
in the fringe of the revolu tionary process. 
The new Organisation will therefore act 
as a broad front with the Women's De-
tachment as its nucleus and driving force, 
and will mobilise, organise and unite 

women, young and old, married and sin-

gle, wherever they may be, from the vil-
lages to the schools and bases, and the 
camps outside the country. 

The Organisation of Mozambican Women 

shall be part of the overall structure of 
FRELIMO, within which it shall be like 
an arm reaching out to a new sector, the 

women's sector, whose full and adequate 

participation has been neglected up to 
now. 

The Conference also hailed the Central 

Committee for declaring 7 April, the date 

of the death of Comrade Josina Machel, 
leader of the Women's Detachment imd 
Head of the Social Affairs Section and 

Women's Section of the Department of 
Externa! Affairs, Mozambique Women's 

Day. The Conference expressed full sup-
port for· this decision, ali the delegates 
stressing in their speeches the exemplary 
militant and revolutionary spirit of Com-
rade Josina Machel. 

Finally, the Conference situated the Mo-
zambican women's struggle within its 

international context. The delegates cele-
brated 8 March, International Women's 
Day which fell within the period of the 
Conference. The President of FRELIMO 
said in his speech that the coincidence of 
the Conference and 8 March, the day on 

which ali of progressive mankind solem-
nly affirm its  support for women's strug-
gle for their liberation, «is a happy co-

incidence and should be an encourage-
ment to us, since it draws our attention 

to the fact that our struggle is not iso-
lateçl, showing us that women's fight is 
mankind's fight, and making us feel the 
progress already achieved.» 

The Conference hailed the struggle of ou r 
fighting sisters and brothers in Angola 

and Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde, who, 
under the leadership of the MPLA and the 
PAIGC, have for more than 10 years been 
fighting arms in hand, like us, against the 

common enemy -Portuguese colonialism 
and imperialism. 

A movi.ng tribute was paid to our com-
rade-i.n-arms Comrade Amílcar Cabral, 
who recently fell at Jus post. The Con-
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ference vehemently condemned Portu-
guese colonialism for this further bar-
barous and brutal crime and reaffirmed 
its full support for the PAIGC and its 
total confidence in the victory of the 

united people of Guinea Bissau and Cape 
Verde. The Conference addressed special 
greetings to militant Africa, which is at 
our side sharing the efforts and sacrifices 

of the war, moved by the ideal of total 
freedom for our continent, making spe-

cial mention of Tanzania, Zambia, the 
Republic of Guinea and the Congo. 

The struggle for liberation of the peoples 
of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia 
was described as a direG-t and valiant con-
tribution to the victory of our struggle. 

The Fourth Front opened in Portcgal by 

Portuguese anti-fascist and anti-colonialist 
patriots in the very midst of the enemy 
forces was warmly hailed by the Con-

ference as an important step towards con-
solidating the bonds of friendship and 
solidarity between the Mozambican and 
Portuguese peoples. 

The Conference expressed its satisfaction 
at the great victory won by the peoples 
of Indochina, and of Vietnam in particu-
lar, over the United States of America, 
the ringleader of in ternational imperia-
lism. The victory of the Indochinese 
people, the Conference stressed, is a 
source of inspiration for ou r people. 

The Conference congratulated the women 
and peoples of the socialist coun tries for 

their successes in building a new society 
and for the exemplary way in which th~y 

have assumed their internationalist duty. 

The fight of the women and men in capi-

talist countries and on every continent 

against colonialism, racism, imperialism, 
the exploitation of man and discrimi-

nation against women was considered by 
the Conference to be a concrete contri-
bution to the cause of the Mozambican 

people in general, and of Mozambican 

women in particular. 

The delegates summed up the conclusions 
of the Conference at the closing session. 

They unanimously noted the high revo-
lutionary spirit of the Conference and the 
frank, open and constructive nature of 

the discussions. Ali delegates ex pressed 

satisfaction at having learned a great deal 
through the Conference. 

The speech delivered at the opening ses-
sion by Comrade Samora Machel, Presi-

dent of FRELIMO, had enabled th~ Con-
ference correctly to synthesise the spirit 

and content of the 1st Conference of 
Mozambican Women. 

This was a decisive and historie moment 
in our Revolution and in the life of wo-
men. A new dawn of hope has risen for 
our women, for ou r people. 

ln conclusion, the I st Conference of 
Mozambican \Vomen adopted as its watch-
word the words of the Presiden t of 
FRELIMO: «The liberation of women is 
a basic requirement for the Rcvolution, 

the guarantee of its continuity anda pre-
condition for its victory». 
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EDITORIAL 

The historie meeting of the FRELI MO Central Commi-
ttee in July 1964 made a decision of vital importance to 
our people. That decision concerned the form which our 
struggle should assume. Basically, the option was between 
resorting to armed struggle for the liberation of Mozambi-
que or continuing the path followed up until then- namely, 
attempted negotiations with the Portuguese government 
and petitions to the United Nations. 

The general feeling in FRELIMO was that we should 
have recourse to armed struggle. ln this connection, 
about 200 militants had already received military training in 
Algeria and had returned to Mozambique, where they were 
awaiting the instructions of our Organisation. However, 
the final decision was still to be made: and it was one which 
could not be made lightly. Because of its importance and 
gravity it required serious consideration and a complete 
analysis of the situation. 

There were severa! problems to be taken into account. 
Obviously, the first one was to determine whether armed 
struggle was really the only way left open for us to achieve 
independence. After ali, from a theoretical point of view 
it could be argued that severa! African colonies had achieved 
their independence through peaceful means - by Parlia-
mentary, politicai and legal struggle. So why should not 
those means be valid for Mozambique? 

I f the decision was taken to launch armed struggle, 
then the problem arose as to how it was to be organised. An 
army was necessary along with weapons. We had about 
200 trained comrades, armed with light weapons; but only 
a visionary could pretend that this force would have been 
able to defeat the powerful Portuguese army,.which had 
stationed in Mozambique at that time, 35,000 troops equi-
pped with the most modern war material. On our side, 
there was also the problem of supplies, for those 200 fighters 
had a limited quantity of ammunition, and it was not clear 
how it could be replenished in order to continue the war. 

The psychological element was no less important. Havi-
ng been subjected to centuries of oppression and colonialist 
propaganda, our people had been conditioned into harbour-
ring a kind of religious fear of the Portuguese. The 
'Mzungo' was almost a god - untouchable, invulnerable. 
How could we convince the population to fight against him 
and his repressive machine? 

Furthermore, the people of Mozambique were not united. 
Certain ethnic divisions had their roots deep in the past, 
and the so-called 'tribal' consciousnes~ had been accentualed 
by the Portuguese. Like ali imperialists, the Portuguese 
had followed the policy of "divide and rule". The result 
was that individuais from different parts of Mozambique, 
speaking different Janguages, were suspicious of each other 
and sometimes quite hostile. 

But perhaps the most weighty consideration in approa-
ching the decision of armed struggle was the awareness of 
the sufferings war would bring our people. Would anned 
struggle be worth the cost? Would it be not better to con-
tinue with the known evils of exploitation and oppression 
so as to avoid the horrors and uncertainties of war? 

The pros and cons were exhaustively weighed, and ali 
doubts were successively eliminated. The position of the 
Portuguese government was clear - to ali attempts at 
négotiation on the part of FRELIMO it reiterated that Mo-
zambique was part of Portugal and that the Portuguese 
Constitution does not allow the alienation of any pareei of 
Portuguese territory. The Portuguese government accused 
us of being 'bandits', and it increased its repression. It was 
clear therefore that only by force would we be able to win 
our independence. The fact that other colonies had won 
their independence by peaceful means was irrelevant to our 
case (and to that of Angola and Guinea-Bissau), because 
Portugal is a fascist state and her interests determined that 
she retain the colonies in their classic form. 

How was the armed struggle to be organised? The only 
way was to organise iton a popular and national basis. Thus 
the initial numerical disproportion of our forces relative to 
those of the Portuguese would gradually be reversed, as new 
elements of the population integrated themselves into the 
struggle. We gained in confidence that the problem of 
weapons, munitions and other supplies could be solved. 
lndependent African countries had promised their support 
to the liberation struggle in no uncertain terms at the recently 
created Organisation of African Unity. The Socialist bloc 
was strong, and by the very nature of the policy of the 
Socialistcountries their support for our struggle was assured. 

The myth of the invincibility of thePortuguese was bound 
to be destroyed once we started the armed struggle. It was 
necessary that our people should s~e the colonialists falling 
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under the fire of ou r weapons, for then all the mental inhibi-
tions created by previous oppression would begin to dissolve. 

The suffering inherent in the war was not beyond our 
people's endurance. The will to be free was  a guarantee of 
that. Colonialism and all it represented had to be eradi-
cated from our country - whatever the cost. ln making 
this decision, the Central Committee of FRELIMO felt 
certai o that it was correctly interpreting the will of our people 
as a whole. 

Thus we proclaimed that the goal of national liberation 
should be reached through armed struggle. What has so 
far been achieved confirms that we were correct in that 
decision and that it was the only logical decision in the 
concrete conditions of Mozambique. Portugal is still 
holding to the sarne arguments even today, and maintains 
the sarne intransigent position. 

On ou r side, we have already overcome some of the diffi-
culties we had foreseen: 
- We increased our guerrilla army up to more than 10,000 
fighters, appropriately armed and equipped. 

- The development of the struggle itself has created the 
internal and externa! conditions for increasing the qua-
ntity and quality of our war material. We have cap-
tured a great deal from the enemy and received further 
supplies at the international levei. 

- Portuguese soldiers, the direct instruments of coloniali-
sm, are now considered by our people as true "pappr 
tigers", ·and it is they who are dominated by fear and 
absolutely demoralised. 

- The various peoples of Mozambique are being welded 
into a single unit-individuals of every ethnic group are 
working side by side at every organisational levei of 
FRELIMO and fighting shoulder to shoulder against 
our common enemy. 

Of course, we have had to bear certain adversities after 

choosing the rough road of armed struggle. The suffering 
o! our peop_Ie has been weat. Enemy bombings destroy 
vill_ages? cul~1vated fields, !Jvestock, etc. Besides, our organi-
satwn IS still far from being perfect. Very often in the 
Iiberated areas there are shortages of essential goods, such 
as clothes, soap, salt etc. But the levei of politicai understa-
n~ing or our people is already so high that they  accept the 
~Ifficulties of the war as ~he price that has to be paid for 
mdependence. The fact Is that for the first time we can 
now Iive in liberated regions-free from the hated presence 
of the 'administrator' ?r the "chefe de posto", free from 
for~ed labour and arb1trary arrests, free from the palma-
tona, torture and murder, able to choose ourselves our 
Ieaders. We have our own clinics, send our children 
to our own schools, and eat that which we have chosen 
to pr?duce. Ali those things are considered by us as being 
suffic1ent compensation for hardships. 

Today our confidence in the final victory is unshakeable. 
Our politicai and military strength is such that we were able 
to face, counter and repel 35,000 Portuguese troops sent 
against our liberated areas in a single operation. Those troops 
were supplied with 15,000 tons of military equipment, and 
were supported by tanks, armoured cars and squadrons of 
aircraft. This victory, which we won just two months ago, 
shows that our struggle has already reached a stage where 
it is impossible for the Portuguese to win a military victory. 

We do not claim that victory will be immediate. We do 
not delude ourselves with false hopes. The enemy is strong, 
because it is not only Portuguese colonialism: it is the whole 
imperialist structure which has lost control of many African 
countries and wants to perpetuate its exploitation in those 
areas remaining under white minority domination. Our 
final victory is still some distance away, but the victories 
scored so far prove that we are on the correct path, and that 
we must proceed with determination in that direction. 
The struggle continues. 

Long live the Revolutionary 

Armed struggle for National 

Libera tio n! 

Long live 

September, 

the 25th of 

Day of the 

Mozambican Revolution! 
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Q: Mr. Adjali, what reasons Jed you to propose to 
FRELI MO that it take you to visit the liberated areas 
of Mozambique? 

A: 1 am a journalist, meaning that my work makes it 
necessary for me to inform myself about developments of 
the struggle led by FRELIMO with the aim for Mozambique 
to reach national sovereignty-and the sarne applies to 
the movements and national liberation fronts of the other 
"Portuguese" colonies as well. In the first place, therefore, 
I have undertaken this visit to inform the readers of our 
magazine AFRICASIA. ln addition, I, too, am African 
and believe in the progressive forces of our time; thus, 
ali struggles for national liberation, any action that will 
improve the lot of the underprivileged masses, is my 
struggle, my action. Isn't it natural for a person to visit 
h is brothers? 

A third reason for my visit to Mozambique is to go and 
see on the spot the achievements accomplished by the 
Mozambican people under the leadership of FRELIMO, 
and also to try, with the first-hand information obtained, 
to make a contribution to the people of Mozambique by 
making known all that I have seen and experienced in 
the liberated areas. 

There is another reason of which I myself did not think 
(and there may well be others): "We like to know the 
children of the countries th'at help us", a militant told me. 
I am the first Algerian he met. I am very happy to have 
"put a face" to the assistance given by the Algerian people 
to the people of Mozambique in supporting FRELIMO. 

Q: What aspects of our politico-military work impressed 
you most? 

A: I have been greatly impressed by the extent of 
politicai maturity, or rather by the consciousness of the 
masses and the enormous effort made by them to carry 
on with the struggle. Of course I visited the liberated areas 
only, so what'l can speak of is-the politicai work among 
the masses, organization of the economy, and of the defence 
of the liberated areas. 

9 

ALGERIAN 

JOURNALIST 

WITH FRELIMO 

Last June, Mr. Boubaker Adjali, journalist of the Paris 
based magazine "AFRICASIA", visited the liberated 
areas of Mozambique where he stayed for about one month. 
After bis visit be was interviewed by a member of the 
FRELIMO Information Department. 

As regards the first P<?int, although illiteracy is raging 
amon~ the adult populatton, and although the popu1ation 
finds 1tself cut off from the world, the economic situation 
does not permit th~m to enter into what some people have 
called the revolutwn of the transistor. ln spite of this 
the population is informed about the struggles of th~ 
people of Yietnam, CambC?d!a, Laos, Palestine, Angola, 
Gu_mea, Z1mba~we, Nam1bJa, South Africa-as they 
behe':'e t_hat the1r own struggle is also widely known. 
Cons1denng the absence of a medium of information 
this shows the extent of the politicai work conducted by 
FRELI MO cadres at a_ll leveis. of the population.  I give 
you an example of th1s consctousness: at the time the 
American base a~ Wheelus was evacuated,  a young man 
carne to ask me 1f that base was the last foreign base in 
Afnca . . After l had enumerated to him ali existing bases, 
he rephed that the struggle is not yet finished but that it 
must be intensified. 

On the _second point . I will not say much, although 
I must pomt to the senousness and determination with 
wh1ch the people are reconstructing their economy. I was 
happy to eat the rice "guerrillero", produced in the Iibera-
ted areas. The people, though they are lacking clothes 
absolutely do not Jack basic foodstuffs. On the contrary' 
production has gro~n to such. an extent that they ar~ 
even conductmg the1r own agncultural experiments. 

With regard to the third point, it impressed me very much to 
see that the people were armed, and that it was very difficult 
to make a distiction between civilians and military, as the 
popular militia indeed proved to be the population at 
large, ali inhabitants of the liberated areas: men, women, 
children. I should like to see such militia in ali African 
countríes! The experience in Mozambique is proof of the 
indissoluble and very strong ties between the party and the 
masses. 

Q: Enemies of FRELIMO have made serious accusa-
tions against our organisation, accusing us of tribalism, 
regionalism, militarism and other things. They also 
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accused us of murdering people in the interior. Now, you 
have just returned from Mozambique, and you know our 
principies and our organization. Dó you consider it 
possible in the framework of our principies andou r structure 
that things like politicai muders could occur? Or tribalism, 
regionalism, etc.? 

A: As concerns tribalism and regionalism, L think that 
those who accuse FRELIMO of making politics of triba-
lism and regionalism must be out of their minds. I met 
Mwani people who are leaders in the Makua region, Mako-
nde people as leaders in the regions of different tribes, 
Xanganas who are simple soldiers among the people of the 
North - in short, I met Mozambicans in Mozambique. 
On the question of militarism, I do not think there is 
danger that FRELIMO will drift into this illness which 
befell severa! liberation movements around the world -
for the simple reason that the people, who are an organized 
militia, will not permit it. Futhermore, I think that the 
politicai direction taken is about to establish an ideology 
which will not allow for militarism to exist. On that point 
I am more than confident. 
Does FRELIMO kill people in the interior? I do not know; 
however, one thing is certain: I had learnt about the death 
of an ex-leader of FRELIMO. He had been "liquidated" 
in connection with the events of last year. I met him quite 
alive at the training camp in Beira. I am speaking of Mr. 
Morrupa whom I have known for two years. This should 
be proof that FRELIMO çloes not follw a policy of "liqui-
dating" those of its members who commit a fault, but reiies 
on a principie that is as humane as it is revolutionary in 
helping its erring members to take up the fight again after 
having clarified their positions and accepted the directions 
and wishes of the majority. 

Q: The tone of the articles that have appeared in many 
Western newspapers lately tend to create the impression 
tha FRELIMO is in a crisis, that the struggle has stopped 
or at least that its rhythm has slowed down, and that there 
are serious divisions that threaten to destroy the organisa-
tion. What are your comments about this? 

A: It is not the first time that the bourgeois press of 
Europe and her colonies has tried to discredit a liberation 
movement-this should actually be an encouragement. I 
should be concerned about FRELIMO if that press started 
to congratulate FRELIMO on its successes. For if your 
enemy applauds you, then you must have made an error 
somewhere. According to what I have seen-and I repeat: 
I have not seen everything - , FRELIMO is not in a crisis 
and its struggle is not stagnating. Nor have I seen among 
those who fight and among the population of the liberated 
zones the least sign of fatigue o r di v ision. 

Q: Your visit occurred at a time when the Portuguese 
announced to the whole world that they had launched a 
great offensive against the FRELIMO forces and that they 
had regained control over the FRELIMO zones. According 
to what you saw, what in fact did that offensive mean and 
what change did take place in the balance of forces? 

A: I had the unpleasant surprise as I listened tothenews 
on the radio one day to learn that the base of Limpopo, 
together with two others, namely Kissanga and Beira, have 

been destroyed-unpleasant because at that moment r hap-
pened to be at Limpopo, but did not participate in any 
battle or see any bombs explode, and neither did I see far or 
near a Portuguese soldier. To be sure, it was about two 
or three days earlier that I heard aeroplanes passing and 
bombs explodmg, but far away, and therefore I was not in 
a position to record an eye-witness account on the "Destruc-
tion of Kissanga ", where the night before l had shared in 
a meal w~th the civilian population; neither in Limpopo 
where I took my first hot bath since entering Mozambican 
territory; no r finally on Beira which I visited two days la ter. 
They are engaging in wishful thinking, the Portuguese. 

On July 5th, when I prepared myselfto leave the liberated 
territories, a group of FRELI MO fighters attacked Portu-
guese soldiers who had stayed put at the spot where they 
had been parachuted some time before - "in honour of 
Algeria's independence", remarked a former member of 
the colonialist army who had joined his Mozambican bro-
thers. A little while !ater I passed this "famous" road 
which the Portuguese claim to have under control. The 
time was 2 p.m. and there was not the slightest no i se, neither 
a tank to be seen or any other vehicle - nor a Portuguese 
soldier. 
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THE 

ROME 

CONFERENCE 

From June 27th to 29th more than 350 delegates re-
presenting 177 organizations from 64 countries met in 
Rome with the purpose of studying ways and means to 
isolate even more Portuguese colonialism, and how to 
intensify the support to the struggle of the peoples of the 
Portuguese colonies. 

The ambassador of Portugal in Rome as well as the 
ambassadors of other imperialist countries tried to per-
suade the Italian Government to prohibit the realization 
of the Conference. But the great popular wave of sympathy 
for our peoples prevailing in Italy led to the extending of 
permission by the Italian Government to allow the con-
ference to take place. 

The simple fact that the Conference took place in Rome, 
capital of a member country of NATO, of a country who 
furnished to the Portuguese colonialists jet-fighters, was 
a big diplomatic defeat for Portugal, and a great politicai 
defeat for.imperialism and NATO which saw their crimes 
publicly denounced. But even more important, and a 
clear indication of the great success of the Conference, 
was the importance and quality of the participants and 
the contents of the decisions taken. Besides the delegations 
of FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC and of the Council 
of Direction of CONCP, the Conference had the participa-
tion of the OAU, which was represented by a delegation 

11 

of the General Secretariat and another of the Liberation 
Committee. 

Participating in the Conference were also the OSPAA 
(Organization of Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa and 
Asia) and the World Council of Peace-which were part 
of the Organising Committee of the Conference-as weH 
as a delegation of the United Nations and of the Tricon-
tinental Organization. 

Ali our comrades in the struggle were present: ANC 
from South Africa, ZAPU from Zimbabwe, SW APO 
from Namibia, FNL from South Vietnam, Neo Lao 
Haksat from Laos, the National United Front of Cambodia, 
the Organization for the Liberation of Palestine, the Anti-
lmperialist Fighters ofBrazil and of other countries in Latin 
America, from the USA, and the Anti-Fascist Militants 
from Spain and from Greece. On our side there were 
also representatives of the FPLN (Frente Patriotica de 
Libertacao Nacional), of the Communist Party and other 
democrats who in Portugal fight against the colonial war 
and fascism. 

The African countries sent many delegations representing 
their parties and governments. Many of them were led 
by ministers or high officials of politicai organizations. 

Many heads of State and high-ranking personalities from 
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Africa sent warm messages of support. Among them 
were: Presidents Nasser of the UAR, Khedaffi of Libya, 
Ould Daddah of Mauritania, Francisco Macias of Equa-
torial Guinea, Marion Ngouabi of the People's Republic 
of Congo (Brazzaville), Micombero of Burundi; Vice-
President Awadallah of Sudan, Kaid Ahmed of Algeria, 
Dr. Mohamed Fayek, Minister of State for Externa! Atfairs 
of the UAR, Daouda Badarou, Minister of Externa! 
Affairs of Dahomey. 

Non-African heads of State and heads of Government 
also expressed their warm greetings to the Conference: 
Prince Sihanouk, Head ofState ofCambodia; the Presidents 
of Syria and lraq; Prime Minister Pham Van Dong of 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam; Madame Bandara-
naike, Prime Minister of Ceylon; President Nguyen Hu 
Thu of the FNL of South Vietnam. The socialist countries 
of Europe, Korea and Cuba also sent delegations to 
testify once more their solidarity with our struggle. 

From ali of Western Europe many delegations carne, 
led by personalities representing politicai parties, trade 
unions, religious organizations, youth movements, women's 
organizations, students' organizations and cultural groups. 
Also present were severa! other international organiza-
tions: the World Council of Churches, the lnternational 
Association of Democratic Jurists, the World Trade Union 
Federation, the Jnternational Federation of Democratic 
Women, the Federation of African Women, the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth, the Pan-African Youth 
Movement, the lnternational Union of Students, and others. 
At the Conference were represented different social, 
politicai and religious tendencies, expressing one and 
the sarne wish of freedom. 

Through its wide participation, the Rome Conference 
showed that the struggle against Portuguese colonialism 
is a cause which mobilizes ali honest men, ali men opposed 
to slavery. 

The Conference proved further that the progress of our 
struggle has become known and is recognized in the whole 
world. The peoples of Angola, Guinea and Cape Verde 
and Mozambique are not atone, the whole humanity is 
on their side. This was borne out in each of the speeches, 
each message, each word that was spoken during this 
Conference. And this was also shown in a moving way 
by the World Council of Peace in decorating FRELIMO, 
MPLA and PAIGC with the golden medal George Lamb-
rakis, as well as by the National Association of the ltalian 
Partisans who presented their flag to each of our organiza-
tions. 

The reports of the three commissions of the Conference 
(Politicai, Juridical, and Commission on Material Aid) 
as well as the general declaration, which express the un-
ani~ous. opinion of all participants, stress the following 
roam pomts: 

- that Portuguese colonialism is a barbaric and retro-
gressive force imposed on us through brutality and 
aggression; 

- that. NATO, the United States of America, Federal 
Germany, Great Britain and France through their 
economic, politicai and military support to Portugal, 
enable this backward, underdeveloped country to launch 
aggressive wars against three peoples; 

- that the colonial and racist alliance of Lisbon, Pretoria 
and Salisbury is aimed at serving imperialism and at 
oppressing and assailing our peoples; 
that the activities of the imperialist financial groups 
exploit the riches and the peoples of Angola, Mozambi-
que and Guinea, and in order to maintain their hated 
domination, support the colonialists and prepare new 
criminal plans to prevent the defeat of Portugal; 

The Conference through the reports further confirmed-
- total support to FRELI MO, MPLA and PAIGC, which 
are the representatives and the leading organizations 
of the peoples of Mozambique, Angola, Guinea and 
Cape Verde; 

- the recognition of the state powers and sovereignty 
effectively exercised by FREUMO, MPLA and PAIGC 
in vast regions of our countries; 
the need to i ntensify information on ou r struggle, 
in order to better mobilize the European democratic 
masses for the struggle against Portuguese colonialism; 
the duty of ali peoples, of ali governments, and of ali 
democratic and progressive organizations in the world 
to organise and develop ma'terial support to the armed 
Jiberation struggle and to the activities of national 
reconstruction in Mozambique, Angola and Guinea. 

The Rome Conference constituted therefore an important 
manifestation of international solidarity with the peoples 
of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea and with their respec-
tive organizations-FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC 
Jt l?roves that the peoples in the world have reached a 
high levei of consciousness of their common interests in 
the struggle against colonialism and imperialism. lt 
shows that the objective interests which link the peoples 
fighting for independence, the Western peoples opposing 
capitalist oppression and the peoples of the socialist 
countries, are already understood by everybody. 

Therefore, the solidarily expressed at and through the 
Rome Conference is a clear and concrete answer of our 
time to the policy of domination and exploitation which 
the alliance Portugai/South AfricajRhodesia is under-
taking with the massive support of the Western powers, 
in particular the NATO countries and Japan. 

This also means that the internationalization of colonial 
aggression must be opposed with internationalized anti-
colonial and anti-imperialist action. The common action 
of the nationalist movements of the Portuguese colonies 
and of the anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist world 
forces is therefore the one force which will be able to bring 
the support that Portugal, South Africa and Rhodesia 
continue to receive from the Western powers to a halt. 
Jt is this force in particular which will be able to prevent 
those powers from engaging in the way of direct military 
intervention against the peoples of the Portuguese colonies 
in order to prevent the politicai and military defeat of 
Portugal. 

Thus, the Rome Conference opened new and vast 
perspectives for the victorious development of the revolu-
tionary armed struggle for nationalliberation of the peoples 
of Mozambique, Angola, Guinea and Cape Verde, and 
constituted an important contribution for the consolidation 
of the solidarity and friendship among the peoples of the 
whole world who are engaged in the struggle against 
oppression, for the general progress of humanity. 
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DECLARATION OF THE ROME 

CONFERENCE 

One of the essential characteristics of the history of 
our times is the vigorous development of nationalliberation 
struggles which has been transformed for many countries 
into independence andthe regaining of dignity for h undred 
of millions of men and women in Africa and elsewhere. 

Portuguese colonialism, which refuses decolonisation and 
conducts genocida! wars against the people of Angola, 
Guinea and Mozambique, is manifestly a crime against 
humanity. To dominate and exploit the peoples and riches 
of Angola, Guinea and the Cape Verde, Mozambique and 
Sao Tome, it has resorted more than anything else to 
repressive actions. 

It has instituted forced labour, the export of workers 
who are not given any choice, a system of obligatory 
cultivation of certain crops solely for its own profit and that 
of the companies. 

Every time the peoples attempted to express, even. by 
peaceful means, their rejection of the brutal exploitation 
which was enslaving them, the Portuguese colonialists 
in cold blood resorted to massacres. 

That is why in fully assuming their national and historie 
responsibilities FRELIMO, MPLA, and PAIGC led their 
peoples along the only road which could bring them 
freedom and independence: armed national liberation 
struggle. Jn developing the popular fight towards victory, 
in identifying themselves with the interests of their peoples, 
FRELJMO, MPLA and PAIGC are confirmed ·as the true 
representatives of Mozambique, Angola and  Guinea and 
Cape Verde. Their activities can be seen in the destruction 
of the structures of domination. new and traditional, 
and in the establishment of a new and popular social order. 

T n order to oppose this situation the colonialists of 
Lisbon are facilitating penetration of powerful economic 
interests of imperialist powers to ensure that these interests 
should consider their fate as linked to that of Portuguese 
domination. They become defenders of the cause of 
Portugal's colonialism éxpressing themselves through the 
policies of their governments, and thus create conditions 
for an increasing internationalisation of the confrontation. 

The direct and massive aid from NA TO-not to speak 
of the military and economic support Lisbon receives 
from the governments of the United States, West Germany, 
Britain and France-is a decisive factor in Portugal's· 
ability to continue her colonial wars. The governments of 
member states of NA TO must dissociate themselves from 
this crime, isolating Portugal at both politicai and military 
leveis and firmly condemnir.g this colonial war. lt must 
also be underlined that Portugal's grand design is streng-
thened by the racist and colonial alliance between Portugal, 
South Africa and Rhodesia. 

I n spite of the assistance and the collaboration which 
she enjoys. Portugal cannot control the situation so that 
her allies have been led to consider direct military inter-
vention which has already materialised in Angola and 
Mozambique. The struggle ofthe peoples ofthe Portuguese 
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colonies becomes in this context a vital contribution to the 
cause of freedom in Africa, and to the cause that applies to 
ali humanity-national independence and human dignity. 

At the sarne time, the activities of democratic and pro-
gressive forces towards these objectives, and in particular 
the development of the anti-colonialist movement in 
Portugal and the other liberation struggles in Africa and 
throughout the world, are an important and necessary 
factor for the cause of the peoples of the Portuguese 
colonies. On this we must state that the successes already 
won by the peoples of Angola, Guinea, the Cape Verde 
Islands and Mozambique, wbile being tbe result of tbe 
efforts and sacrifices of these peoples in their struggle, are 
also owed to the active solidarity of tbe independent 
countries of Africa, the Socialist countries, of the non-
aligned countries and of democratic and progressive forces 
throughout the world. 
For the first time delegates from 64 countries, representirfg 
177 national and international organisations, have met 
in Europe to study and decide upon ways of developing 
politicai, moral and material solidarity with the struggling 
peoples of the Portuguese colonies. 

This solidarity must be translated into urgent and 
immediate actions, the nature of which will be decided 
by the evolution of the situation in each country and 
taking into consideration their specific conditi'ons. They 
must first be concerned with forcing Portugal to grant 
immediate and total independence to these peoples, who 
already have sovereignty over large areas of territory 
administered in Angola by the MPLA, in Guinea by the 
PAIGC and in Mozambique by FRELIMO. 

To achieve this, we must increase the isolation of the 
Portuguese colonialists by exposing the massive support 
they receive from the NA TO Alliance in general, and in 
particular from the United States, West Germany, Britain 
and France. This must also be undertaken with regard to 
ali the national and international economical and financial 
institutions that provide Portugal with the necessary means 
for continuing her aggression. 

We must also, especially through mass popular action, 
prevent the countries linked with colonialist Portugal 
from committing themselves to a new phase of armed 
intervention to replace the failure of their politicai and 
military strategies. 

Finally, our activities must concretely support the efforts 
towards  liberation and national reconstruction made by 
FRELIMO, MPLA and PAIGC, whom the Conference 
considers as holding effective power in their countries, 
on the basis of the law of their peoples. This new legal 
situation must be recognised internationally. 
ln this tenth anniversary year of the United Nations 
Declaration on the right to independence of the colonial 
peoples, and on the threshold of the tenth anniversary of 
the Jaunching of the armed national liberation struggle 
of the peoples of the Portuguese colonies, the Rome 
Conference reaffirms its solidarity with the peoples of 
Angola, Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands and Mozam-
bique, and Sao Tome and Príncipe, and calls on ali coun-
tries, governments, national and international organisations, 
and to ali men of good will, to accomplish these inspiring 
tasks. 
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WAR REVIEW 
The Portuguese appear to have some diffi~ulty in deci.ding 
on a consistent approach to the1r problems 1n Mozamb1que. 
Only a little  over 18 months ago t.he Governar General 
told the Legislative Asse~bly th~t 1n Cabo Del~ado and 
Niassa districts guerrilla ~nfiltrat10n h~d been. progres-
sively eliminated". Later at the opem~g s~ss1o~ of the 
Governing Council he said that the s1t~at10n 1n Cab~ 
Delgado and Tete was "gradually return1ng to normal. 
Yet only a year !ater they felt compelled to launch the 
Jargest offensive they have ever undertaken smce the start 
of the war six years ago. It seem.s that .t~ey . try to .com-
pensate for what they cannot ach1eve m1htanly by. mte.r-
minable propaganda about the end of the war bemg m 
a sight. 

Jn fact, however, our military reports indicat.e .e.xact.Iy 
the opposite. A comparison between our activ1t1es m 
the twelve month period July 1968-June 1969 and the 
following year July 1969-June 1970 is surely overwhelming 
proof that our forces are progressing from strength to 
strength. 

Apart from this increase in the scale of our operations, 
there have been no spectacular changes in our strategy 
or programmes. The last military review a year ago traced 
the gradual evolution of the struggle through the early 
days of isolated mines and sabotage, then more and more 
ambushes and regular attacks against fortified posts 
culminating in highly organized offensives using ali these 
tactics to their best advantage. This we continue to do. 

Our fighters are concentrating on intensifying their activities 
in the areas where they are currently operating and firmly 
consolidating their position. The enemy continues to 
hold out in isolated encampments with their land com-
munications severed. Our people characterise our military 
situation and define our strategy by referring to the African 
saying: ''To kill a snake in a hole, don't put your hand 
inside it; pour in hot water and the snake will come out-
then kill it" . The Portuguese are isolated in their posts, 
their "holes". We create conditions that force them out-
but cutting their communications and hence their supplies, 
and by constant harassment. Qnce they are out, more 
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vulnerable, then we attack. This is well illustrated by the 
history of the Miteda-Sagal road in Cabo-Delgado. 

To go back just twelve months, m May 1969 four lorries 
heading for Mueda hit our mines and were blown up, 
putting 16 enemy soldiers out of action. The following 
January we blew up more convoys, on the 7th and 22nd, 
and in February the post of Miteda itself was bombarded. 
ln May the enemy made a concerted effort to reopen the 
road, but our mines again destroyed two veh.icles, one 
on the 2nd and another on the 18th, killing seven soldiers. 
Three days !ater they tried again-this time with a tractor 
in front-but again it was destroyed together with a lorry 
and they were forced to return to Mueda yet again. On 
June 1st they sent out yet another convoy, this time pre-
ceded by a group on foot to detect our mines. But when 
they found one and started to defuse it, it exploded killing 
three of them. The remainder of the squad refused to 
continue and everyone returned to Mueda. Three days 
!ater our fighters ambushed a group of Portuguese soldiers 
near Miteda, killing six, and two days after that a further 
convoy that tried to get through was ambushed. Two 
vehicles were damaged,  a number of soldiers killed, and 
the others forced to retreat. It is a similar story on other 
main roads-Muidumbe-Nangololo eleven times, Mueda-
Sagal fourteen times, both in a llttle over twelve months; 
Diaca-Sagal fifteen times in six months. 

One of the best illustrations of the growth of our various 
offensives is that being followed in Tete province, with 
the aim of preventing the construction of the Cahora 
Bassa dam. The front was not reopened until March 1968, 
but within five months two bombers and a helicopter 
had been shot down. During the ten months of that year 
reports were received of 23 operations, including attacks 
against two bases. ln the following year, reports were 
received of 54 sabotage operations including six attacks 
against posts and camps. ln the six months until June 1970 
there were 94 sabotage actions, ambushes and assaults-
the latter against the camps of Camukhumula, Kawaza, 
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Chitsera, and the posts ofPhewa, Chitiri, Mpata, Kanhende, 
Chirembe, Kanssombo, lntawa, Manjanja, Anithusa, and 
Oliveira. Two reconnaissance planes were shot down. 

The isolation, both in terms of the physical aspects of 
the war terrain and of the freedom of movement, coupled 
with the insecurity of never knowing when or from where 
the next attack will take place, has very adverse effects 
on the morale of the Portuguese troops, particularly the 
conscripted men who form the vast majority. Our forces 
have always been aware of this fact, both from their 
conversations with prisoners and deserters and from their 
observation of the enemy in action. Although vehemently 
denied by the Portuguese, this has been confirmed yet again 
by our recent capture of many personal letters written 
by Portuguese soldiers, some of which are shown here 
with translations. They hardly convey the impression of 
loyal patriots convinced they are defending their mother 
country. 

These letters are just one of the many varied kinds of 
items that our forces are now capturing. At one time, 
it was only assaults against posts that produced ammunition, 
weapons, etc., but with the growing skill and experience 
of our fighters, ambushes and even rnining operations 
are proving useful sources of equipment. Naturally these 
are not in such large amounts as when the store of a post is 
raided; they are important nevertheless, for each captured 
rifle means that one more militant can take up the offensive. 
As one of our fighters says: 

If you are ready in combat 
the best thing to do 
is to camouflage yourself and be patient 
better to kill one enemy 
and capture his weapons 
than to kill thirty quickly . 
and leave their weapons behind. 

(Recomendacao ao Guerrilheiro 
by Assikulava). 
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This marked escalation in our activities over the last 
12 to 18 months, despite many problems, could not have 
been achteved without the full participation of the civilian 
population. Over the past months the levei of politicai 
consciousness of the people has grown remarkably, as 
a result of the intensive mobilisation and education by 
our politicai commissars. Previously, the major par-
ticipation of the populations in the struggle was limited 
to the defence of their zones, the transportation of material, 
the supply of food to the military bases and the provision 
of information on the movements of the enemy. Today 
the people also participate actively in the offensive activities, 
with militias fighting side by side with guerrillas. Ali the 
problems of the development of the struggle are discussed 
together by both groups and at the sarne time the guerrillas 
participate actively in the tasks of national reconstruction. 
The distinction between civilian and military becomes less 
and less descernible-participation in the struggle becomes 
global, and the enemy more isolated. 

And the enemy is well aware of this. lt was already 
mentioned in our last report how the Portuguese were 
now acknowledging that "control of the people" was 
the crucial factor in the battle, and had begun various 
measures of "psychological warfare" to win over the local 
population by inculcating in them an appreciation of 
Portuguese values and way of life. The Portuguese are 
now seeking to increasingly involve the African populations 
in both defence and development-by attempting to estab-
lish garrisons of locally recruited troops and by speeding 
up various development programmes, of which thetr various 
settlement schemes are an integral part. 

Following the American and British examples of using 
"strategic villages" to better control the activities of the 
local population, Portugal has been spending vast sums 
of money (reportedly $2.5 million in 1968) on the establish-
ment of these "strategic villages" (aldeamentos). These 
are of three kinds. The first are regarded as the "front line 
of defence" and are surrounded by barbed wire and other 
means of protection. The second type, considered to be of 
strategic and economic value, is located further away in 
carefully selected areas, but not intended for permanent 
settlement (an open acknowledgement that this is a des-
perate stop-gap measure as they could never ex.ist per-
manently in this area any way). The third type, outside 
the contested areas, are built as permanent settlements 
to halt our advance. During October 1969 the "Noticias" 
of Lo~renco Marques published a series of articles on the 
new aldeamentos. It described one, Marere in Cabo 
Delgado, as being under 24-hour vigil from ali sides, with 
sentinels posted openly or in trenches and defended by 
the army, the militia, the Public Security Police (PSP) 
and the Fiscal Guard. It is a significant indication of life 
in these settlements that more and more people are fleeing 
from them into the liberated zones. 

The reason for this seems to be that the Portuguese are 
caught in an insoluble dilemma. They have observed from 
the experiences of FREUMO that with the support of 
the people anything can be achieved, even against over-
whelming odds. They therefore try to seduce the populations 
with their "development programmes", not realizing that 
this will achieve nothing as they will not give the one thing 
the people really want-their freedom. Moreover. any 

positive effects that these measures might have are far 
outweighed by the necessity to resort to more and more 
repressive actions in order to stay in control. 

A ~ecent UN report based on studies by an Ad Hoc 
Workmg Group of experts established by the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights* states that: 

"Evidence as a whole revealed that with the intensi-
fication of guerrilla activities, the Portuguese military 
and police are indiscriminate in their methods of capture 
and more often than not of innocent men women and 
children who ~re herded int<? .co~centratio~ camps there 
to suffer beatmgs and humtltattons. A witness Iikened 
the treatment of African prisoners to 'tortures reminis-
cent of Nazi heydays.' 

"Po:tuguese reprisals, in the form of taking hostages, 
followmg a scorched earth policy, massive and con-
tinuous aerial bombardments and indiscriminate killing, ~ 

are a .normal feature of the war in the three Portuguese 
colomes of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea (Bissau)." 

"The general pattern of evidence reveals severe 
conditions of torture by the use of such instruments as 
'palmatoria'- a fiai! or paddle which infticts severe pain 
o.n hands and feet-electric shock appliances and out-
nght beatings. lnfticting torture is one of the most 
comm~n feat~res in the Portuguese territories applied 
by poltce, pnson and military authorities." 
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There has been a marked increase in the acttvtttes of 
the dreaded PSP and PI DE (now renamed Directora te 
General of Security) in Mozambique. Tn December 1968 
the Director-General of PI DE visited the territory and 
in the sarne month the number of PIDE personnel was 
increased by almost 40% from 475 to 662. A more recent 
indication of this trend is the 1969 military budget whtch 
increased the PIDE allocation by 20% and that of public 
security by 24%. There was also a 24% increase for prisons: 
the prison population in Mozambique exceeds 250,000. 
Official Portuguese figures for 1968 show that a total of 
13,549 Africans were arrested by the PSP dunng the year, 
5 715 of them for "crimes against public peace and order." 
Iil2 were handed o ver to PI DE. According to a report in 
"Le Monde" in November 1969, some 3,000 Africans 
are being detained without court action in the prisons 
of Machava and Mabalane for having refused to denounce 
members of FRELIMO. 

The U N report, mentioned previously, describes how 
a man can be kept in prison indefinitely on .the. ~retext 
that he is a danger to society, and that thejudtctary IS 
completely subordinare to the politicai pohce wtth tts 
decisions being a foregone conclusion. "The PIDE, the 
secret police, which controls the destinies of. ali ~fncans, 
exploit their prerogative to detam anyone t.n pnson for 
six months without charge or trial, by releasmg htm after 
that period and rearresting him as soon .as he st~ps outstde 
the prison gates. There is no record of a J ud~e gomg agamst 
the decisions of PIDE. Soldters are vested wtth the authonty 
to deal summarily with prisoners, by shooting them. on 
the spot. Summary arrests are often made as repnsals 
following guerrilla activities in the area." lt goes on to 
describe prison conditions where 400 Afncans are crowded 
into dormitories built to accommodate 150; 10-15 pnsoners 
placed in 8ft. x lO ft. cells with no beds or sanitary facili~ies, 
no medical care, and food unfit for human consumptton. 

By far the most important means of control and repres-
sion in the colonies is the armed forces themselves, who 
now number more than 60,000 in Mozambique. Over 
the past 18 months there has been conside~able reorgant.za-
tion of the military to cope with the detenoratmg posttton 
overseas. The Portuguese Ministries of the Army and 
Defence were merged in order to effect closer mtegrat10n 
of military and logistic operations. Parallel measures .m 
the colonies were intended to deal more effictently wtth 
"subversion" by bringing about a closer collaboration 
between military commanders and ad.minist.r~tive aut~o

rities. Changes in regulations governmg mtlttary servtce 
have become a regular feature of the Portug~ese scene. as 
the manpower demands of the wars contlllue to nse. 
Latest amendments in September 1969 and February 1970 
concerned compulsory extensions of service for peop1e 
not serving overseas, the recall of certain officers in. ~he 
reserve and certain classes of demobilized troops, provtsiOn 
for the recai! of officers of certain classes, and the annual 
training of reserves. ln Portugal's budget for 1970, 17,846.6 
million escudos of the total expenditure will be for ordinary 
government ex penses and 10,947.7 mil!ion escudo~ for 
extraordinary expenses, the Jatter mcludlllg 6,350 mtih?n 
escudos for nationa1 defence and security (compared wtth 
4 372.3 million for the development plan). ln addition, 
Mozambique's own budget esti~ates include 9,~3.2. 1 
million escudos for military expendtture and 364.9 mtlhon 
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escudos for the navy, PSP, PiDE, Voluntary Corps and 
public security. 

Ali these measures hardly conform with official statements 
about guerrillas being "progressively eliminated", but then 
neither does the 1atest huge offensive mounted by the 
Portuguese in Mozambique. 

Operation Gordion Knot 
Beginning in May 1970, the Portuguese began a huge 

o.ffensive against FRELIMO forces, designed to "put ari 
end to the war once and for ali." Events in the previous 
few months had led it to be expected. ln January the 
arrival of two ships in the sarne month with a total of 
3,000 new troops was an early sign that a major effort was 
about to take place. ln addition, the civili~n Governar-
General was replaced by a military man, major-engineer 
Arantes e Oliveira, and the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces was replaced by Portugal's "top expert" 
in guerrilla warfare, General Kaulza de Arriaga. He was 
previously one of the advisers of the Portuguese Military 
General Staff and was one of the founders of the colonial 
regime. Soon after his appointment, the General paid 
a visit to the USA where he had 1engthy talks with General 
Westmoreland on the American tactics used in South 
Vietnam. He then arrived in Mozambique to put into 
practice his new-found knowledge, announcing that "in 
a few weeks FRELIMO forces will have been liquidated." 

According to the communique issued by the Portuguese 
High Command, they deployed i n/. this offensive 35,000 
troops supplied with 15-,000 tons ?f military equipment. 



196

18 

Letters of Portuguese soldiers captur-
ed in an ambush on the 19th of July, 
1970, on the road between NHICA and 
PALMA, in Cabo Delgado. 

' 

Dear Friend Lucidio, 
After 15 days I was sent to Mueda. I went by plane 

to treat my teeth. ••• I was there for three weeks, I could 
not stand it longe r, because the hospital of Mueda is worst 
than a cemetery. You cannot imagine how that is! I 
met there Adao, do you remember him from •••• 

.... Mines here grow like bush. You cannot imagine how 
unlucky I am.... I only hope you will be luckier than L 

.... My father, what we must do is not be constantly 
counting the days, and when we count not to do it by days 
nor by months, but by years: then we shall have to count 
only twice. I am here already 3 months, more precisely 
87 days, therefore there are only 644 more days togo, 
the rest will also pass quickly, and if you want to know 
how many hours I can tell you also, there are 15,456 
hours, after that is justa small ... 

dear sister, I am going to tell you something, the 
paratroopers made an attack against the Beira base, it is 
not too far from here. ln that attack 32 of our soldiers 
were killed. .... 
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ln addition to the regular troops they used a special corps 
rather like the marines, called "special hunters" (cacadores 
especiais) and also commandos. Much new war material 
was brought in-such as jets (which were being used in 
Tete and Niassa but which appeared for the first time in 
Cabo Delgado on 20th May 1970), and increased number of 
bombers and helicopters, armoured cars and anti-mine 
cars. For the two weeks following May 20th, the Por-
tuguese carried out daily bombing raids with squadrons 
of 16-20 planes, including jets, bombers, reconnaissance 
planes, propaganda planes (equipped with loud speakers) 
and helicopters. They then attempted to attack three of 
our bases with air-lifted and artillery forces, but ali they 
succeeded in doing was to burn a few huts-the bases had 
already been moved elsewhere some time previously: 
the nature of our war determines that we do not have fixed 
bases. Yet despite this they issued almost daily communi-
ques about the destruction of "dozens" of FREUMO 
bases, the capture of "many tons" of equipment, death 
of "hundreds of terrorists". ln fact they did no.t cause us 
any serious tosses, either in men or material nor did the 
otfensive in any way affect our control over the area. 

For their part, however, the Portuguese have admitted 
to losing 211 men in the period May, June and July which, 
based on our past experience with their communiques, 
is probably only about 10% of their real losses. (For 
example. soldiers killed as a result of our mining sabotage 
operations are never counted as military casualties. Their 
death is attributed to a 'car accident'). 

Our combatants shot down one jet fighter (Fiat G-91), 
two helicopters and two reconnaissance planes. We sabo-
taged one train and destroyed dozens of military vehicles. 
Almost ali of the Portuguese contingents have been re-
pelled, and our position in the liberated areas remains 
unchanged, our advance to new zones proceeds. 

The reasons for these new drastic measures on the part 
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of the Portuguese are not hard to unearth. International 
support for our Jiberation struggle is growing fast, fostered 
by our military achievements and our advance on ali fronts. 
ln June the first International Solidarity Conference in 
Europe took place in Rome. Possible foreign invcstors 
in Mozambique are beginning to have second thoughts as 
to the "stability" of the country, various pressures are 
being brought to bear on firms contemplating an involve-
ment in the Portuguese colonies-particularly the Cahora 
Bassa project. (Oliveira's previous position was Director 
of Planning, which means he was one of the forces behind 
this whole project). The outside world sees journalists 
travelling freely through the liberated areas. The time had 
therefore come for a show of force on the part of the 
Portuguese Government, to demonstrate that it was still 
in full control. Unfortunately for them, however, something 
went terribly wrong with this "show of Force" .... 

This offensive was extremely important to FRELIMO, 
but not in the way the Portuguese anticipated. lt was 
important because it constituted  the first real test for us, 
and we were able to face up to that test. lt revealed the 
levei of development of ou r struggle, how solid ou r organiza-
tion is, how high is the fighting spirit of our fighters and 
our people. The fact that we were able to confront vic-
toriously, in one operation, 35,000 Portuguese soldiers 
(more than half the Portuguese army in Mozambique) 
equipped with the most modem weapons and with the 
constant support of a strong air force, demonstrates 
that ou r struggle has reached a stage where it can no longer 
be defeated, that our people are absolut~ly determined to 
defend at all costs our revolutionary achievements and 
march on to new fronts. What was wrong with the Por-
tuguese "show of force" was that it completely ignored 
the determination of our people, our determination to be 
free. 

Our struggle will continue until victory is achieved. 
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REPORT OF AN AMBUSH 

On the 21st of May, 1970, our base received information 
from the people of the region of Mueda that an enemy 
convoy would leave the post of Mueda on the 24th of May 
towards Mocimboa da Praia to fetch foodstuffs. The 
chief of the base organised a group of comrades for an 
ambush on that road, Mueda-Mocimboa da Praia. The 
orders w~re strict: the road should be controlled day and 
mght unt1l the enemy appeared.  I was in the group chosen 
for.the operation. We left on the 22nd of May. When we 
arnved near ~he road, the chief of our group sent a recon-
nalssance umt ahead to explore the terrain in arder to find 
out the most appropriate place for the ambush. When the 
place was chosen in the zone between Mueda and Namau 
we prepared ourselves. for the ambush. Our sabotage 
group went to place mmes further down the road in the 
direction to where the convoy intended to travei, and retur-
ned. The enem.y did not appear on the day we had been told, 
only th.efollowmgday he carne. Earlyin the morningwe heard 
the n01se of the lorries coming from Mueda. Immediately 
w.e made the last preparations, each of us camoufl.aging 
h1mself and preparing his weapons for the action. Soon 
the enemy convoy appeared. ln front walked a platoon of 
Portuguese soldiers with mine detectors, giving signals after 
about every 30 metres to the convoy behind to proceed. 

Concentrating on detecting mines they did not discover our 
ambush, although we were just a few metres from them. 
When the mine detectingunitwasinfrontofour weapons we 
opened fire. They were completely wiped out. Before the 
troops in the lorries could react, we entered the bush and 
disappeared. The Portuguese collected their dead soldiers 
and put them in the lorries and continued their trip. About 
one hour )ater they hit our mines which had earlier been 
placed by our sabotage unit on the sarne road. The front 
lorry was blown up; there were no survivors. Faced with 
the increasing number of dead and reduced car space, the 
Portuguese commander ordered that the dead be buried 
along the roadside, which was dane. The enemy commander 
thought that after the mine there would be no more danger 
and ordered th~ convoy to advance. But he was mistaken, 
because our group after the first ambush, had advanced 
along the road and organized another ambush beyond 
the village of Namau. At about 5 p.m. the enemy convoy 
was again in front of our weapons. We destroyed two 
more lorries and killed many soldiers with our bazookas 
machine guns and rifles. We then retreated from the scen~ 
of action and returned to ou r base, without having suffered 
any casualties, singing of our victory, the heroism of our 
people and deep determination to free our country from 
Portuguese colonialism. 

f 

1 



199

21 

O.A.U. -
The 7th Summit Conference 

The 7th Organisation of African Unity Summit Conference 
held in Addis Ababa early in September was of particular 
importance because of its strong anti colonialist and anti-
imperialist stand. The two maio topics on the Agenda were 
the struggle against the white minority regimes of Southern 
Africa and the question of arm sales to South Africa. Impor-
tant decisions were taken concerning each issue; namely to 
increase support to the Liberation Movements and make 
representations to the countries supporting Portugal, 
South Africa and Rhodesia asking them to stop tbat support. 

Addressing the Summit Conference on bebalf of the African 
Liberation Movements, Comrade Marcelino dos Santos, 
Vice-President of FRELIMO, explained the development of 
the liberation struggle in the still dominated African countries, 
denounced the imperialist support to Portugal, Soutb Africa 
and Rhodesia, and presented some concrete proposals con-
cerning co-operation between the independent African coun-
tries and the Liberation Movements. 

The following is the full text of the speecb Comrade 
Marcelino dos Santos delivered to the African Heads of 
States and Governments. 

M r. President 
Your 1 mperial M ajesty, 
Your Excellencies, the Heads of States and of Governments, 
Excellencies, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Dear Comrades in Arms, 

ln the name of African peoples engaged in the battle 
against colonialism, imperialism anq racism, for national 
independence, justice and Jiberty, we address our warm and 
fraternal greetings to the Honourable Delegates, the highest 
Representatives ofthe OAU Member States. 

We particularly wish to address His Majesty the Emperor, 
to the Ethopian Government and people, the sentiments of 
friendship and brotherhood of the Freedom Fighters. 

We wish also to salute President Kaunda. The support 
Zambia accords the National Liberation Movements, the 
initiatives President Kaunda has undertaken on the inter-
nationa l plane in our favour, express a militant spirit which 
honours us and is a n example for ali of us. 

We therefore salute the election of President Kaunda as 
Chairman of this Assembly, and say to him: Mister Presi-
dent, when you assume the Chairmanship of the 7th Asse-
mbly of Heads of State and of Goverment of the OAU, we, 
the national liberation movements, have the feeling that 
we ourselves are at the Chairmanship. 

Mr. President, 
Your Jmperial Majesty, 
Your Excellencies, the Heads of State and of Government, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Dear Comrades in Arms, 

It is for us an honour and pleasure to be able to address 
this assembly of the highest African Jeaders and together, 
to see the reality and the future of our struggle. 

ln our time armed struggle for national liberation has 
become one of the major events  of our continent, and the 
liquidation of these last bastions of colonialism and racism 
constitutes without doubt, one of the most urgent problems. 
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The speeches made yesterday at the opening session by 

the distinguished African leaders - and which we salute 
with enthusiasm-confirm what we have come to say, and 
reinforce our conviction of the importance of our combat. 

Our action, the liberation struggle in which our peoples 
are engaged, though taking different forms is essentially an 
armed struggle, the historie solution for the realisation of 
our aspirations to liberty. 

The situation in our countries is characterised by a conti-
nuous development of guerrilla warfare, as well as the deve-
lopment of a politicai conciousness in the masses and the 
construction of a new life in the zones already Jiberated. 

ln Angola, in Guinea-Bissau and in Mozambique, Portu-
guese colonialism has suffered heavy defeats which are ex-
pressed in the extension of guerrilla warfare and the con-
solidation of the liberated zones, where a new life has 
begun to be built and where the populations are free and 
independent. 

ln South Africa, in Rhodesia and in Namibia, despite 
the declarations of the minority fascist and racist white 
governments that the situation is calm, guerrilla warfare is 
developing and is crumbling the Vorster and Smith regimes. 

As we are addressing you, patriots are defying the fascist 
and racist apartheid laws, and are accused of acting to 
overthrow the Government of South Africa. 

ln the Comeres and in the so-called French Somaliland, 
the people arose to demand independence and, proving the 
high levei of their politicai consciousness, are courageously 
struggling against the French army of oppression. 

ln this way, the action undertaken by FRELIMO in 
Mozambique, by the MPLA in Angola, the PAIGC in 
Guinea-Bissau, the ANC in South Africa and ZAPU in 
Zimbabwe, SWAPO in Namibia, MOLINACO in the 
Comeres, and FLCS in the Somali Coast, has returned 
historie initiative to the people. Our struggles have attained 
a levei anda dimension which constitute a vital contribution 
to the liberation of our continent. 

Faced with the development of our struggles, the coloni-
alist fascist and racist regimes of Portugal, South Africa 
and Rhodesia are increasing their means of repression. 
The army, airforce, navy, police and ali the forces of 
repression are engaged in the struggle against the rise 
of nationalism in our countries. 
Portugal increases each day its military strength using 
the most modem arms. South Africa is renewing its navy, 
increasing its airforce; and France continually reinforces 
its repressive capabilities in the Comeres and in the so-
called French Somaliland. 

ln arder to maintain the system of domination and 
exploitation, the regimes of Lisbon, Pretoria and Salisbury 
have called upon the Western powers, and particularly 
the members of NATO. 

ln fact, it is because powers such as the United States, 
West Germany, France, England, Belgium, Holland, 
ltaly, as well as Japan and Israel, have given their politica!, 
military and financial support to the regimes of Portugal, 
South Africa and Rhodesia, that thev can continue to 

fight the war of oppression against our people. American 
planes and napalm havc been used against men and crops. 
France is replacing the ships of the South African navy 
and furnishes helicopters. West Germany continues to 
sell planes and arms and is investing in Cahora Bassa. 
The Conservative British Government, after having 
elaborated a plan for the domination of South Africa. 
in which it reiterates the idea of the South Atlantic Treaty, 
wishes now to reinstitute the sale of arms to South Africa. 

By so doing, the Western powers have attempted to 
safeguard their own economic interests in the  region, 
by supporting programmes which exploit and dominate 
our peoples and our riches. 

That is, these powers cannot concieve of the defence of 
their interests except within a framework of "master-slave", 
"exploi ter-exploited" relationshi p. 

lt is this conception of the Western countries which 
we see put forth in lsrael's imperialist and zionist aggression 
against the people of Palestine and the Arab countries. 

lt is also this same conception which we see put forth 
in the American aggression against Vietnam,  Laos and 
Cambodia. 

Ali this illustrates the clear opposition of the Western 
powers to the liberty of the people, and we can thus con-
clude that, by opposing our right to independence, these 
powers also are opposed to the whole of Africa. 

However, if the colonialist and imperialist forces are 
prejudiced against our peoples, it is also true that this 
aggression has caused an international movement of 
solidarity with our struggle. 

lndependent Africa, conscious of its interests and of 
its responsibilities, is on our side, and is determined to 
support o,ur struggle. We have also the support of ali 
socialist countries. Even in Western countries, the 
democratic and progressive forces . .have launched a cam-
paign in support of our struggle. ln some of these countries, 
such as Italy, England, the Netherlands, the movement 
of solidarity is already such as to force their Governments 
to reconsider their positions. Finally, in Asia and in 
Latin America, the struggling peoples express their solidarity 
with us. 

ln this context, the Rome Conference was an important 
and great manifestation of international solidarity for 
our struggle. We take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude to the OAU for the contribution which it made 
to the success of the Conference, by being represented 
by its general secretariat, as well as the Liberation Com-
mittee. 

ln the same manner, we thank ali the African countries 
who were represented or who sent messages to the Con-
ference. 

The Rome Conference was an opportunity for ali pro-
gressive and democratic world forces ·to jointly: 
- reiterate the condemnation of Portuguese colonialism 
as well as the Vorster and Smith regimes; 

- reaffirm their unified interest in the struggle against 
colonialism and imperialism; 

- stigmatise the complicity of the Western powers and 
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particularly  the members of NATO, in the crimes of 
Portuguese colonialism; 

- declare their total support to FRELIMO, MPLA and 
to PAIGC, the real representatives in their countries. 

His Holiness, Pope Paul VI, by receiving the repres~nta
tives of FRELJMO, MPLA and PAIGC, unden1ably 
recognised the fact that these three movements are the 
Iegitimate  representatives of the peoples of Mozambique, 
Angola, Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde lslands 
respectively. 

lt is necessary to salute this international solidarity 
expressed in the Rome Conference as a sigo of new times 
which open great perspectives for the successful struggle 
for liberation because this international solidarity is the 
appropriate answer to the joint action of the alliance-
Portugal, South Africa and Rhodesia, backed by the 
NATO powers, as well as Japan. That is to say, against 
the internationalisation of the colonialist, fascist and racist 
aggression against our peoples, we must oppose the inter-
nationalisation of anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist 
action. 

M r. President, 
Yonr Excellencies, Heads of States and of Governments, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Comrades in Arms, 

l f the perspectives of the struggle for the_ total lib~ration 
of our continent against the tide of fore1gn dommat1on 
and exploitation are favourable, it still remains that we 
must fight a very hard and very long battle. 

The difficult struggle undertaken by the African States 
to consolidate their independence and the struggle which 
our peoples are making for liberation, are today intimately 
associated. 

23 
By opposing themselves to nationalist movements, the 

colonialist and imperialist forces are attempting to put 
into practice their  plan to transform Southern Africa into 
a strategic military base, not only against our peoples 
struggling for independence, but also against the effort 
for total liberation, the struggle in which the African States 
are involved for the consolidation of their independence. 
That is to say, the action against the liberation movements 
is only the first step in a more vast action of colonialism 
and imperialism aiming at blocking the efforts ofthe African 
States to consolidate Africa's independence and unity. 

lt is this very evident truth, today clear for everybody, 
that makes each African country unable to be free as Iong 
as there remain peoples under colonialist domination and 
exploitation on the continent. 

Therefore, as Africans, we must increase our role and 
pace in the general combat against the last bastions of 
colonialism, fascism and racism, and which has become 
the first and most urgent task of our continent. 

Our peoples are fulfilling their duty and will continue 
until victory. 

By taking up arms, in a precise historie context such as 
our own, (and which we do not profess in any way to be 
a necessity for ali), our people bring, through the force 
of history, a major contribution to the liberation of Africa. 
Despite ali the difficulties and obstacles, our determination 
to succeed and to be free will not weaken, and the armed 
struggle will each day spread to new regions, bringing with 
it the light of liberty. 

To independent Africa comes the heavy but glorious 
task of providing ali the politicai, military, financial and 
other assistance necessary for our organisations to continue 
the national liberation programme which we have planned 
on the basis of the interests, realities and objtctives of our 
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peoples and of our respective countries. 
However, we ali know that the present African effort, 

regardless of how precious it is to us, is not only insufficient, 
but it is also well below the real possi bilities of African 

States. 

We should, then, find ways to eliminate the obstacl~s 
which block from full expression the will for solidarity 
of the great majority of African States. First of all, 
we hope that the  conclusions of the Committee of Seven 
will be able to s?tJsfy the concerns of the African States, 
and will permit those states to bring their effective con-
tribution to our struggle. 

On the other hg:-~d , it is our belief that an effort must 
be made to find new forms of communication between 
the African Statcs and the National Liberation Movements 
which are adapted to the present stage of our struggles 
and which might favour the development of our mutual 

understanding. 

The relationship already existing between the African 
States and nationalist movements must undergo a change 
so as to permit the deepening of our co-operation. The 
stage of development attained by our struggles requires it. 
The problems which are posed in this  phase of the history 
of the development of the national liberation struggle can 
no longer be studied and resolved in the absence of the 
representatives of the liberation movements. lt is true that 
the knowledge that certain African countries have of our 
stru ;~ g, l es , of our militants and leaders of our organisations 
is w·..:ak and is certainly not that which is necessary and 

des ir~,ble . 

The petitionary status presently held by the liberation 
movements no longer respects the needs of the struggle 
nor the t1istoric dignity of our peoples. 

A di·tlogue must be opened. You must listen to our 
points of view, and we must listen to yours. We must 
exchange points of view, so that, together, we may find 
a commo'1 ground on ali problems which are of particular 
interest to those regions of our continent where ou r peoples 
are engaged in armed struggle for liberation. 

ln expressing here our wish to discuss together with 
you the problems of ou r  peoples? we ~r.e guided. neit~er 
by undue pride nor grandeur. lt IS a m11itant spmt wh1ch 

causes us to search for the best means of accomplishing our 
task. 

For example, it is a fact that when the Military Com-
mission began to visit the liberated regions of ou r countries, 
a substantial change in the understanding of our situation 
and problems took place within the OAU. Likewise, 
when last February, the Council of Ministers of the OAU 
heard the leaders of Zimbabwe, some of our African 
brothers were surprised by their politicai maturity. These 
examples are proof that our mutual understanding is 
insufficient and that we must do something about it. 

By declaring the will of our peoples to occupy a place 
which, in the concert of African  Nations, we are rightfully 
due today, we are only confirming our will to structure 
ou r relationship of co-operation in such a way as to permit 
each of us to accomplish in the most efficient and complete 
manner his responsibilities. 

On this Tenth Anniversary of the Declaration on the 
granting of lndependence the OAU must, itself, take 
measures which will permit the imposition upon the United 
Nations of the truth supported by ou r struggle: ou r libera-
tion movements are the real representatives of our peoples. 

lt is by adjusting the relationship between the African 
States and the Liberation Movements to the needs of the 
present stage of our history, that we Africans will be able 
to utilise ai! our resources, and in this way, also be able 
to supply to the nationalist movements the necessary 
material so that they may each day strike stronger and more 
efficient blows against the colonialist, fascist and racist 
alliance formed by the regimes of Portugal, South Africa 

and Rhodesia. 

lt is also in this manner that we Africans, together with 
the anti-colonialist forces of other continents, can under-
mine the support which is given to the regimes of Lisbon, 
Pretoria and Salisbury by the Western powers and block 
them from engaging in a new military intervention against 
our peoples, aimed at covering up the politicai and military 
defeats of Portugal, South Africa and Rhodesia. 

This, Excellencies, Heads of States and Governments, 
is what seems to us the path to victory. 

1 

LONG LIVE AFRICAN UNITY AND SOLIDARITY 

LONG LIVE THE OAU 

UNIT ED WE WILL Wl N ~ 

r 
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Amilcar Cabral Marcelino Dos Santos Agostinho Neto Paolo VI 

CHANGE OF POLICY lN THE 
VATICAN? 

Pope Paul VI receives leaders of the Libe-
ration Movements of the Portuguese 
colonies. 

On July Jst, 1970 at 12.30 p.m., Pope Paul VI received 
in private audience leaders of the Liberation Movements 
of the "Portuguese" colonies. FRELIMO was represented 
by Comrade Marcelino dos Santos, Vi~e-President; 

PAIGC by its Secretary-General, Comrade A~tlcar Cabral; 
and MPLA by its President, Comrade Agostmho Neto. 

ln principie, there is nothing strange in this audience. 
FRELIMO MPLA and PAIGC are the organizations which 
truly repre;ent the peoples of Mozambique, Angola and 
Guinea-Bissau. Many countries recognize us as such. 
Many heads of State, not only in ~frica but in Asi~, Lati_n 
America and even in Europe recetve ·our Ieaders 1n thetr 
capacity as the only and legitimate representatives of our 
peoples and our countries. ln principie, therefore, ~he 
audience granted by the Pope to our leaders was nothmg 
out of the ordinary. 

However, one circumstance of this act ofthe Pope caused 
multi pie speculations. It is the fact that the Cathohc Church 
has always, consistently and openly, supported Portuguese 
colonialism. Considering the agreement between the Holy 
See and Portugal, statements of high dignitaries of. the 
Catholic Church, concrete acts of support from the Vattcan 
to the Portuguese Government, we see that no other power 
has ever so unabashedly supported the colonial fascism 
of Portugal. The high point of ~his support _was the ':'i~it 
of the Pope himself to Portugal 1n 1967. Durmg that VJSJt, 
thy Pope inade a gift of $150,~00 to t~e Portuguese ~over?,
ment to be specifically used 1n the Overseas Provmces . 
He decorated the head of the Portuguese Gestapo (PIDE), 

Major Silva Pais, and his very presence in Portuguese 
territory implied approval by the Catholic Church of 
the policy of the Portuguese Government which is funda-
mentally characterized by colonialism. 

ln this context arose the speculations· regarding the 
Pope's action of receiving leaders of the Liberation Move-
ments of the "Portuguese colonies". Two positions basically 
developed: one pretended to divest the Pope's act of ali 
its politicai meaning; thus, the Pope would have been 
deceived by his advisers who did not inform him on the 
quality of the persons he was going to see; or the Pope 
decided to receive them as religious persons and not as 
politicians. Others defended the idea that the Pope received 
our comrades fully conscious of the fact that he was 
receiving leaders of the Liberation Movements of the 
Portuguese colonies; and that he received them in that 
capacity, not as religious persons; through this act the 
Pope wanted to indicate his condemnation of Portuguese 
colonialism and his recognition of the ri-ght of the people 
of Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, and Mozambi-
que to independence. 

lt is impossible to decipher the real intention of the Pope. 
However, an objective analysis of the facts leads us to the 
conclusion that at least the Pope could not deny that he 
was receiving leaders of the Liberation Movements: the 
fact that the preparations were underway for about one 
month and that in the request for the audience it was 
specifically declared that it was the leaders of FRELIMO, 
MPLA and PAIGC who were seeking an audience with 
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the Pope; plus the fact that at that moment a Conference 
of Solidarity with the peoples of. the "Portuguese" colonies 
of international significance had just taken place in Rome 
in which hundreds of delegates participated. The Pope 
obviously knew whom he was receiving. To think otherwise 
would be to offend the Pope and to insinuate that he does 
not know what he is doing, that he does not assume his 
responsibility. Another proof, although more indirect, 
was the  sabotage attempt made by a Monsignore of 
Portuguese nationality a few moments before the audience. 
He talked to our comrades in the waiting room at the 
Vatican and advised them not to address the Pope "because 
you do not know our protocol and surely you will not 
know exactly what to say; or if you absolutely want to 
speak to the Holy Father, let me serve as interpreter 
because he does not speak Portuguese". Our comrades 
replied that they will address the Pope and that they would 
use French which is a language that the Pope knows, 
and therefore they would not need an interpreter. Not 
giving up his sabotage attempt the Monsignore then said: 
"Well then, in order to save you from a blunder, you must 
look at me during the audience; when you say something 
which must not be said,  I will give you a sign for you to 
stop." 

But if it is so, if the Pope voluntarily and intentionally 
received our comrades, having to overcome the opposition 
of some of his staff, knowing that the visitors were leaders 
of Liberation Movements fighting against Portuguese 
colonialism, what then was the significance of his gesture? 
We are inclined to think that it was a politicai gesture of 
condemnation of Portuguese colonialism, and recognition 
of the right of our peoples to independence. Despite the 
fact that "Osservatore Romano", the official organ of 
the Vatican, tried to minimize the importance of the 
audience, certain other facts suggest that very politicai 
intention of the Pope: 

(a) Radio Vatican itself declared, commenting on the 
meeting, that "the pacification-or the Iiberation through 
arms according to the sides on which we find ourselves-
is a source of misery and death as any other form of war. 
May Angola, Guinea and Mozambique know peace in 
justice. The problem is posed again to the Christian con-
science". Radio Vatican stressed further that (I) the 
audience with Ieaders of the three most important move-
ments fighting against the Portuguese authorities in Africa 
was possible only because the Pope agreed to such an 
audience. (2) Delegates of the Decolonization Committee 

of the United Nations as well as delegates of innumerable 
countries participated with the three leaders in the Anti-
Colonialist Conference which had taken place in Rome 
a week before (Radio, press and TV gave enormous coverage 
of the Conference). (3) The position of the Church con-
cerning the independence of the new nations is constant 
and well known, expressed in the documents of the Council, 
in the encyclicals and the addresses of Pope Paul VI. 

(d) The Sunday following the recall of the Portuguese 
Ambassador to the Vatican by Lisbon, the Pope, addressing 
the people in St. Peter's Square, said: "How can one dose 
his eyes on what is going on in the world, on what is weigh-
ing on our society, on the equilibrium necessary to progress 
and peace? Grave thoughts are mixed with good hopes: 
for both of them we cannot neglect the help of God." 
On that day, the Pope was acclaimed with particular 
warmth by the thousands of pilgrims among whom were 
many Africans. 

(c) The tone of the Portuguese protest itself may help 
us also to find out the real intentions of the Pope. Words 
Iike "deep wound" and "terrible insult" are used to qualify 
the act of the Pope or its consequences. And the Pope was 
surely conscious of this reaction when he behaved as he 
did against his traditional ally. 

(d) The words addressed to our comrades by the Pope 
are conclusive, too. He declared that "the Catholic Church 
is concerned with ali those who are suffering, particularly 
the African peoples, and that she supports the struggle for 
justice, for freedom and national independence." When our 
comrades told him of the massacres that the Portuguese 
carry out against the people, the Holy Father answered 
shocked: "I will pray for you !" Obviously only a delibera te 
misinterpretation might claim that these words of the 
Pope referred only to the three persons in front of him 
and not to the peoples and to the cause they represented. 

Ali in ali, we are led to believe that the Vatican's position 
of support for Portuguese colonialism is now experiencing 
the inftuence of the evolution of the times. It was in this 
light that FRELI MO interpreted the gesture of the Pope, 
using it as an instrumellt to mobilize our people: . 

" ... therefore, Comrades, let us continue and intensify 
the struggle, being certain that our struggle causes 
even those traditional allies of Portugal, such as the 
Holy See, to initiate changes in their position and to 
condemn the Portuguese colonialist policy. The struggle 
continues!" 

" ... . W e kpow of no instance during the last forty years 
when the Roman Catholic Church of Portugal felt com-
pelled to protest officially against the many savage acts of 
the Portuguese Government against the Mrican people. 
On the contrary, the highest officials of the Church have 
tended to come out in support of government policy and 
conduct." 

"The Struggle for Mozambique" 

EDUARDO MONDLANE 
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BRITAIN-DEFENDING 
THE FREEDOM 
TO EXPLOIT 

The events following the establishment of a Conservative 
Goverment in B'ritain serve to highlight the politicai role 
played in the West by small but influential minorities. A 
decision to sell arms to South Africa is being taken in the 
face of very widespread opposition and seems particularly 
strange in the light of a recent suggestion that South Africa 
is, any case, not in a position to place lucrative orders with 
British arms companies. The government itself is now 
showing some signs ofuneasiness on this issue, but is clearly 
under heavy pressure from a right-wing interest group which 
has engaged in a long campaign not only aimed at forging 
closer links between Britain and South Africa but also 
designed to lead Britain into an active alliance with Portu-
gal in Africa. 

There has always been considerable behind-the screens 
pressure from a section of the British business community 
interested in the continuation of Portuguese rule in Africa 
For a while the number of British firms at present involved 
in the Portuguese colonies is relatively small. Many more 
have considerable interests in metropolitan Portugal, 
interests which are closely tied with the present Lisbon re-
gime. An indication of the strength of these pro-Portu-
guese interests is the amount of official support and encou-
ragement they enjoyed even under the previous Labour 
government. ln April the lberian Section of the London 
Chamber of Commerce paid a visist to Portugal and in 
June a meeting was held where the London Chamber of 
Commerce, the British National Export Council for Europe, 
and the Exhibitions Department of the Board of Trade 
specifically "considered U. K. trade promotions both to 
Portugal and the Overseas Provinces" . (Financial Times, 
16.6.70). 

The pressure exerted by business is indirect  and .operate 
outside the arena of public debate. But there has also been 
an open politicai campaign with a long history behind it. 
For years a pro-Portuguese pressure group spearheaded by 
two conservative M.P.s, John Biggs-Davison and Patrick 
Wall has been working hard to whitewash the racialist 
colo~ial government of the "Portuguese" territories and to 
misrepresent the aim and achievements of the liberation 
movements. Both M.P.s have consistent recordas friends 
of reaction: virulently anti-Egyptia n  at the time of Suez, 
active supporters of Tshombe during the attemp~ed secession 
of Katanga, outspoken opponents  of sanct10ns agamst 
Rhodesia . But their associatio n with Portugal appears to 
be especially close and their pronouncements have shown a 

conspicuous sensitivity to shifts in Portuguese policy: when 
Portugal was still trying to deny the presence of Liberation 
Movements in their territories, Biggs-Davison visited Bissau 
at the invitation of the Portuguese and wrote a series of 
articles denying that there was any serious fighting in Guine; 
now that the Portuguese are making ill-concealed appeals 
for help, he has also changed his tune and concentrates on 
trying to paint the liberation movements as mere pawns in a 
general anti-Western plot to dominate the South Atlantic. 
It is also significant that Biggs-Davison's book "Nailing a 
Lie", a long apologia for Portuguese colonialism, was publi-
shed by a subsidiary of the E.D. O'Brien organization, the 
public relations firm employed by the Portuguese govern-
ment in Britain. 

The extent to which this group has been able to influence 
Conservative Party policy is shown in the content of a paper 
on defence prepared for the 1970 Congress and widely 
"leaked" to the press last April . The paper is not an 
official Party document but the working group responsible 
for it, the conservative Commonwealth Overseas Council, 
is affiliated to the Conservative Party and is serviced by the 
Conservative Overseas Bureau which is itself a department 
of the Party. 

The paper, "Overseas Issue facing the next Conservative 
Govenment: Defence outside NA TO", h as a long section 
devoted to Southern Africa in which considerable promine-
nce is given to the role of Portugal. The general aim seems 
to be to create a scare about the Cape route and to link this 
with the struggle for independence in the colonies. Under 
the heading "What form would threats to British interests 
take ?" the suggestion is made that "the threat to security 
might take the form of isolated warfare possibly through 
direct communist inspired and assisted aggression against e.g. 
Angola, Mozambique, Portuguese Guinea, Rhodesia, South 
Africa. The precise aims are listed under a section called 
"Action required and proposed", which includes, predictably, 
closer relations with South Africa, resumption of arms 
sales to South Africa and an end of sanctions against 
Rhodesia. The last two sections of this deal directly with 
Portugal and by implication with the Portuguese areas, and 
propose that: 

"There should be a friendly re-examination with Portugal 
ofways and means ofutilising the Anglo-Portuguese alliance 
to establish mutually valid and workable defence arrange-
ments in the Southern Atlantic. It is pertinent in this con-
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text to think of naval port facilities at Beira (Mozambique) 
and Lobito (Angola) and Cape Verde. 

"If the NATO area of commitment cannot be extended 
to this vital supply route transporting by far the greatest 
part of the NATO strategic oil requirements, then on both 
politicai and strategic grounds a case might be made for a 
regional pact for the defence of Southern Africa and the 
Cape route. Participants might be the U.K., South Africa, 
the Argentine, and Brazil." 

The haste with which the new British government has put 
into effect the proposals dealing with South Africa make it 
quite clear that the leaders of the Conservative Party are 
fundamentally in agreement with the paper - the Foreign 
Secretary, Sir Alec Douglas-Home, was present during its 
preparation. Quite how far they will dare to go in practice 
in taking Britain into the formal reactionary alliances pro-
posed, will depend in part how far they can influence the 
press and through it public opinion. ln this respect the 
authors of the paper can claim at least a partia! triumph. 
For although the British press has generally taken a hostile 
line on the specific question of the arms sales, there h as been 
widespread acceptance of general attitudes that Mr. Biggs-
Davison and his associares are trying to dissen:tinate. The 
liberal daily, "The Guardian", sums up the debate: "A recu-
rring conclusion is that with the Russians already establish-
ing a certain support with the Africans, a decision by Britain 
to sell arms to South Africa can only be to their advantage" 
(23.7.1970). This argument accepts the implicit assumption 
of those who envisage Southern Africa as an area whose 
fate is to be decided by the Great Powers. It is a measure of 
the s-:.rength of the reactionary forces in Britain that these 
ideas should gain such general currency in the face of the 
first hand evidence of those Western journalists who have 
actually visited us in our own countries: the Dutch television 
team, for instance, who recently shot a film in Mozambique; 

the British writer Basil Davidson who has just made a 300 
miJe trek with MPLA in Angola. 

The "Big Power" argument has successfully obscured the 
real nature of British involvement and the motives of the 
clique who are pressing for an even deeper commitment. 
National Defence and the interests of Britain are not the 
only concern of the pro-Portugal, pro-South Africa lobby. 
The interests are those of the international capitalist class 
to which they belong. 

The aim of our war is to end exploitation and a victory 
for FRELlMOwillcertainly mean that powers will no longer 
be allowed to exploit the resources and the people of Moza-
mbique. lt will mean an end to schemes like the present 
Cahora Bassa imperialist project. Arguments such as the 
security of Britain and British trade are therefore only a 
cover to give an appearance of legitimacy to their real aim: 
the preservation of the freedom to exploit. 

The forces behind the recent document are a powerful 
influence on poli_cy formation under any British government 
but the degree of their effectiveness varies. The Labour 
Party in office refused to make any positive commitment to 
the progressive forces in Africa but, in order to satisfy some 
of its supporters, tried to avoid being seen as a direct ally of 
colonialism and apartheid. The Conservative Party, on the 
other hand, gains most of its support from sections of the 
community who are fundamentally in sympathy with the 
white regimes, Jt therefore seems likely that Britain may 
now drop ali pretensions to supporting freedom in Africa 
and take the lead among Western nations in openly aligning 
herself with Portugal and South Africa. lf this happens, 
the liberai press in Britain may gloss over the reason for it 
and quibble about "tactics of defence", but we shall be 
clear as to its meaning. 
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EDITORIAL 

A year of impressive advances 
This year the Mozambican people can celebrate September 25th, the anniversary 
of the launching of the armed struggle in Mozambique, with even more pride of 
accomplishment and confidence in the future than ever before. For the past twelve 
months have witnessed particularly dramatic advances in our struggle to create a new 
Mozambique. 

ln a previous editorial we surveyed the recent developments in the international 
arena which have come to serve our cause so notably. These developments -pro-
viding as they do concrete evidence of recognition, support and assistance from 
abroad -are of vital importance, of course. Yet one important fact must not be 
overlooked: that such progress on the international plane springs from our own 
accomplishments closer to home. lt is within Mozambique itself, and in the power-
ful efforts of the Mozambican people both to confront the colonial oppressor and to 
build new institutions, that the key to victory is to be found. 

lt is therefore worth highlighting our military advances, so striking as to have de-
feated the efforts of our enemies to downplay them. lndeed, the Southern Africa 
press is now studded with both news reports and dire warnings which testify to our 
success. Small wonder. The nature of our operations in the crucial province of 
Manica e Sofala, for example, is particularly difficult to ignore. Though the armed 
confrontation started there only on 25 J uly, 1972 and is still in its early stages, 
progress has been extremely rapid; our forces already cover the entire region up to 
Gorongoza and now range further south. Our actions take us closer to towns with 
sizeable white populations -and closer to those cruciallines of road and rail which 
link Rhodesia to the sea, at Beira. 

But our progress in Manica e Sofala is not the only cause for the enemy's alarm; our 
military challenge in Cabo Delgado, Niassa and Tete provinces already well advanced 
towards complete liberation, has also intensified. Some specific engagements c.an 
be cited merely as significant examples of a much broader pattern of success. Such 
examples might range from last year's rocket assault on Mueda airstrip where 19 
aircraft were destroyed to this June's telling attack on Chitima, command centre for 
the Portuguese forces who ·guard Cahora Bassa and only 14 kms. from the dam-site 
itself. 

Moreover, such attacks are of a piece with numerous others-twice upon Tete town 
{near where, at Chingozi airbase, we destroyed 17 more aircraft), upon Fingoe, upon 
Furancungo, upon Nazombe and upon Mocimboa da Praia, these incidents clearly 
demonstrate our increased ability to carry the fighting directly to the enemy in his 
most fortified lairs. When taken together with other less dramatic but no less signi-
ficant achievements in these areas -further consolidation of our position in the 
countryside, complete elimination of many of the enemy's smaller outposts, virtu~l 
control of his art~ries of ground communication -the pattern of military advance 
is complete. And meanwhile the work of national reconstruction in the liberated 
areas of Cabo Delgado, Niassa and Tete also continues, the slow but certain ac-
cretion of schools, health facilities, units of production and distribution, and politi-
cai institutions. Recent issues of 'Mozambique Revolution' have documented the 
progress realised in these spheres; certainly such accomplishments deserve a place of 
importance equal to that of the military advance in any summing-up of the past 
year's work. 

1 
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lt is not sufficient merely to chronicle such victories, however. We must also learn 
something from them relevant to shaping our future practice. We can do this best 
by identifying clearly what has made these successes possible. 

There are some who would confine the answer to the technical sphere: a more 
sophisticated weapon here, a better organisational device there, these are seen to be 
the secrets of our advance. While not underestimating the importance of correctly 
adapting new techniques to the military task which confronts us, FRELIMO's own 
experience nonetheless suggests a rather different answer. For, ultimately, it has 
been our clear and correct politicai orientation which really has made these vic-
tories possible. 

lt might have been easy for us to fali into a crucial error here precisely because of 
the advanced nature of our struggle-the error of considering that stronger weapons 
and better techniques are basic. to ou r continued success. But had we done so and 
neglected other tasks we would have risked cutting ourselves off from the real source 
of ou r strength -the people. I nstead we h ave operaíed on the premi se that it is the 
people, who, first and foremost, must be mobilised, cared for, protected and that, 
in the words of a recent communique from FRELIMO's Health Service "the cadres 
(must) cultivate love for the masses' . Because ours is a people's struggle. 

We have chosen to consolidate this line in our movement and actually to press even 
more vigorously our work of mobilisation and ideological education both of the 
people generally and of FRELIMO militants in particular. The best evidence of this 
effort is the series of conferences we have held during the past year, conferences in-
volving those concerned with such sectors as health, education, production and 
women's affairs. Through these sessions we were able to ensure that day-to-day 
work hewed to the line we have just stated; at the sarne time, such conferences also 
enriched the line itself, forcing us to confront situations wh ich helped make ou r 
formulations less abstract and more sensitive to the realities of life in the new 
Mozambique. 

Here, then, is the key. lt is to be found in an orientation which is truly popular, 
which transcends racism and chauvinism, which wins to our side ali sectors of the 
population in Mozambique (peasants, workers, students) and people of ali colours. 

ln this respect too, this year's experience in Manica e Sofala is most revealing. For 
here popular consciousness has been particularly high. ln part this reflects the more 
direct and intensive oppression and exploitation by the Portuguese which people 
have experienced in th is area. But in large measure it reflects the fact that the pro-
mi se of FRELIMO is already widely understood far beyond the actual liberated 
areas. Our experience has been that parents bring their sons and daughters to join 
FRELIMO, they bring the weapons distributed by the Portuguese for their "defence" 
and they flee the imposition of strategic hamlets with courage and determination. 

Before the beginning of the struggle in Manica e Sofala, a group of workers in the 
province sent a messenger to Tete to contact FRELIMO leaders. They criticised 
FRELIMO for only fighting in Tete and not extending the struggle to their pro-
vince and they added: "lf FRELIMO wants to liberate only Tete, then we shall ali 
go to Tete to save ourselves". There could be no clearer demonstration of the popu-
lar basis of our struggle than this statement; not surprisingly, armed struggle could 
be launched in such an environment only shortly thereafter, with the subsequent 
pattern of cumulative success which we are seeing. 

We do not intend to lose sight of this lesson. Of course we can scarcely afford to do 
so. Already South Africa and Rhodesia are contributing material aid, and even I'Tlore 
ominously, fighting men to the Portuguese side in the struggle for our country. 
Others may join them. We have few illusions about the precise nature and diffi-
culty of our task and we fully realise that international campaigns can be particu-
larly important in disrupting the smooth functioning of such an Unholy Alliance 
in-the-making. But here, at home, we have also gone to the root of the matter. Ours 
must be a war waged with, by and for the people themselves. On that basis, and 
whatever the obstacles, we are advancing. And we are certain of our victory. 
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lN a leading article, the latest issue  of 
the FRELIMO internal bulletin, «A Voz 
da Revolução», stresses mobilisation of 
the people as one of the fundamental 
tasks of FRELIMO's militants. «Üur 
people must be mobilised, must be con-
stantly told about the nature, objectives 

and methods of struggle, and the manoeu-
vres of the enemy. It was the people's 
mobilisation which enabled us to reach 
where we are today. lt is the people's 
mobilisation which will enable us to win 
fmal victory.» 

This watchword which has now been 
issued with special emphasis is not in-
tended to rectify any possible weakness 
on our part in the field of mobilisation. 
On the contrary, it comes at a time of 
great politicai and military victories by 
FRELIMO, these victories having been 
precisely the result of the work done in 
mobilising the people. And it is because 
it is conscious of the vital role of this 
politicai work that FRELIMO is urging 
that it be continued and intensified. 

ln fact, in our struggle everything, abso-
lutely everything depends on the people. 
The armed struggle, because the fighters 
come from the people, it is the people 
who carry war material to the front !ines 
and it is the people who give information 
on enemy movements. Production, be-
cause although the fighters also have this 
as one of their tasks, wha t they grow 
is not enough, as combat is their main 
task. Their food, therefore, depends to a 
large extent on the support of the people. 

The education programme, as the atten-
dance at our schools and the consequent 
training of cadres depends on the people's 
understanding of the need for education 
and its importance. Commerce, since it 
is the people who bring the produce 
which is traded. Security, because the 
people are in charge of detecting and 
arresting inflltrated agents., 

The article in A Voz da Revolução con-

3 
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eludes: «We must not think that because 
the struggle is very advanced, the most 
important thing now is sophisticated 
weapons, technology. We must never 
think this way, never neglect the ~.-on

stant mobilisation of the people in our 
zones and in the zones into which we are 
advancing.» 

Of course mobilisation has to be based on 
a certain ideological orientation, on a 
certain politicai tine. And -as our ex-
perience teaches us -it is the extent to 
which this orientation is popular, the ex-
tent to which it is able to serve the 
people's interests, that determines the 
extent of the participation of the masses. 
The absolute popular and revolutionary 
nature of FRELIMO's politicai line and 
practice therefore explains the great sue-
cesses we are achieving in rallying the 
whole people · in the liberation struggle. 

The successes of our people, of our 
movement, over the past year have been 
remarkable. 

offensive on ali fronts 

Carrying out the watchword formulated 
by the President of FRELIMO on June 
25, 1972, on the tenth anniversary of 
FRELIMO, and reiterated by the Central 
Committee in December -offensive on 
all fronts -our people and fighters have 
stepped up their efforts to consolidate 
the liberated regions and open new fronts. 

ln Cabo Delgado our action last year 
was aimed at dislodging the Portuguese 
troops from the few posts they still hold. 
ln September 1972, a meeting of ali the 
cadres in Cabo Delgado was held to re-
define targets and draw up new plans of 
operation. These strategic plans stressed 
the complete destruction of communi-
cation links, and the systematic demo-
lition of posts. ln implementation of this 
plan, from August 1972 to August 1973 
FRELIMO forces in Cabo Delgado laun-
ched 66 attacks against enemy posts; 
killed about 640 soldiers; destroyed 70 
vehicles; sabotaged 1 O bridges; shot 
down or destroyed on the ground 22 
planes and helicopters, 19 of them in a 
single attack against the military head-
quarters of Mueda. Of particular impor-
tance were our attacks against Mueda, 
Nazombe and Mocimboa da Praia. 

ln addition, politicai and organisational 
work has been reinforced throughout the 
whole province to ensure the total mobili-
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sation of the people in the armed struggle 
and in ali national reconstruction activi-
ties. This work is being undertaken at ali 
leveis, starting with the smallest admini-
strative unit -the circle. We have car-
ried out a population census in the whole 
region north of the River Montepuez, 
comprising more than two-thirds of the 
whole province, in arder to improve 
economic, educational and health plan-
ning. 

CABO DELGADO 

66 posts attacked including: 
Na ma til 
Nangade 
Saga I 
Nangololo 
Mueda 
C h ai 
Nazombe 
lnhancoma 
Nantadola 
Lussoma 
Pundanhar 
Nakatar 
Mangamula 
Komangano 
Nachivalo 
Mocimboa da Praia 
Macomia 
Quissenge 
Ulumbi 
Quinhetati 
Ng'apa 
Diaca 
Abdala 
Namrucia 
Nambude 
Licholo 

Enemy soldiers killed :640 
Vehicles destroyed :70 
Ai rcraft destroyed : 22 
Bridges destroyed :1 O 

Thus in Cabo Delgado province today al-
most all the children attend school. This 
has been achieved by the circle's leading 
cadres, one of whose tasks is to tour the 
villages regularly. On the basis of the 
census data they must ensure that ali 
children of school age actually attend 
school, persuading those parents still op-
posed to this through politicai argument. 

Our forces have also taken special mea-
sures to protect fields against air raids, 

thus reducing the destruction caused in 
the past by bombs and herbicides. At 
the sarne time, new techniques and diver-
sified production have resulted in un-
precedented leveis of production. We 
have extended our network of trade 
centres. Our health activities, on the 
other hand, did not expand quite so 
extensively, owing to a Jack of specialised 
cadres and medical supplies. Nevertheless, 
the health network was expanded by the 
opening of severa! new health centres. 

ln Tete the war was resumed in March 
1968. With four years of experience in 
the other two provinces behind us, we 
were able to advance much more rapidly 
here. Thus in 1971 we already covered 
the whole province. Today most of Tete 
province is liberated and the enemy con-
fined in their posts, where they are sub-
ject to constant attack. From August 
1972 to June 1973, FRELIMO fighters 
in Tete shot down or destroyed on the 
ground 26 aircraft; attacked 50 posts, 
strategic hamlets and camps; sank 11 
boats on the Zambezi river; destroyed 127 
vehicles and killed over 1403 soldiers 
including a number of Rhodesians. 

Among the centres attacked was the 
capital of the province, the town ofTete, 
which was the target of intensive bom-
bardment by our artillery forces in No-
vember 1972. The military airfield and 
other military installations were severely 
damaged. Another major attack took 
place on June I 8, 1973, against the mili-
tary headquarters of Chitima. Chitima is 
the Portuguese defence base for the 
Cahora Bassa Dam. As a result of our 
attack, the officers' mess, the artillery 
positions, the power station and the air-
field were destroyed or badly damaged. 

Besides the heavy material and human 
losses suffered by the enemy, the attack 
on Chitima had a very serious psycholo-
gical effect on the Portuguese troops and 
the technicians working at Cahora Bassa. 

The Portuguese reaction to our attack did 
not help to lessen these fears. ln an at· 
tempt to minimise the importance of our 
operation, the Portuguese High Comm;tf!d 
quibbled about the name of Chitima1 
(which according to them should be 
Estima) and on the distance between 
Chitima and Cahora Bassa (which -they 
announced - «is 16 kms and not 14 
as FRELIMO pretends it is»). 
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But perhaps the best proof of our con-
trol over Tete is the fact that we were 
able to use this province as a bridgehead 
to open a new front in Manica e Sofala 
situated exactly in the centre of our 
country. The struggle in this province 
started on 25 July 1972 and is still at the 
early stage of ambushes, sabotage opera-
tions and attacks against small enemy 
camps. However, our advance has been 
extremely rapid, and our forces a1ready 
cover ali the region up to Gorongoza. 
Since July, we have attacked 17 camps, 
destroyed 11 O vehicles and killed 450 
enemy soldiers, and 5 aircraft. 

the people's politicai consciousness 

An extremely significant factor in this 
province is the very high levei of politicai 
consciousness of the people. Perhaps this 
is because Manica e Sofala is a rich area 
with a relatively large Portuguese popu-
lation, so that the people are subjected 
to more direct and intensive oppression 
and exploitation. The extent of their 
resistance to colonialism and their support 
for the liberation struggle is extremely 
high. For example, as soon as the struggle 
starts in a particular zone, parents bring 
their sons and daughters to the FRELIMO 
bases to be trained and enrolled in our 
armed forces. When we started military 
operations in this province, the enemy 
distributed arms to the people and or-
dered them to shoot the guerrillas on sight. 
ln fact, however, the people immediately 
offered the weapons to our fighters. The 
people consistently resist being taken to 
the strategic hamlets. If taken, they run 
away to our zones at the first available 
opportunity. Before the struggle started 
in Manica e Sofala, a group of workers in 
the province sent a messenger to Tete to 
contact the FRELIMO leaders. They 
criticised FRELIMO for only fighting in 
Tete and not extending the struggle to 
Manica e Sofala, and they added: 'lf 
FRELIMO wants to liberate only Tete, 
then we shall ali go to Tete to save our-
selves' . After receiving precise directives 
from FRELIMO, they created conditions 
for the start of armed struggle in their 
zone. These few examples demonstrate 
the adhesion of our people to the libera-
tion struggle and explain the great success 
we are achieving. 

The opening of military operations in 
Manica e Sofala was dn1matically brought 

to the knowledge of international opinion 
by the death of General Franco's per-
sanai doctor, Angel Garaizabal Bastos, 
last July, when the aircraft he was in 
landed sou th of Maringue in the Pungue 
region, and by our forces' repeated at-
tacks on economic installations in Goron-
goza region. 

Our policy towards the civilian popula· 
tion remains the sarne -as civilians they 
are not targets for us. Our guns are 
aimed at the colonial war machine and 
the economic system which supports it. 
However, aircraft being the main weapons 
the enemy use against us -even tourist 
planes are used for reconnaissance -it is 
clear that our comrades cannot refrain 
from shooting them down on the grounds 
that «they may carry civilians». This 
explains the death of the Spanish doctor. 

On the other hand, tourism is one of the 
colonial government' s most important 
sources of foreign exchange. 

Our objective, therefore, is to discourage 
tourism in Mozambique. This explains 
our recent attacks on tourist installations 
in Gorongoza Game Park. Our comrades 
were careful not to kill or wound any 
tourist - although they had plenty of 
opportunity to doso. These actions must 
be interpreted as warnings to those who 
believe in the Portuguese propaganda 
that there is no war in Mozambique, or 
that it is confined to the borders with 
Zambia or Tanzania. The days of the 
colonial «tropical paradise» belong to 
the past. 

The sarne advice is also addressed to the 
foreign technicians who, motivated by 
high salaries, agree to work on projects 
which are to perpetuate colonial domi-
nation in our country, like Cahora Bassa, 
which we have defined as a strategic 
target since 1968. The military head-
quarters at Chitima, just 14 km. from 
Cahora bassa, has already been attacked. 
After issuing repeated warnings, we wish 
to state that we shall not hold ourselves 
responsible for the loss of civilian life in 
the war zones. Especially now that 
tourists and technicians and Portuguese 
soldiers are mingled together in the sarne 
buses, convoys and hotels. The dangers 
are great and those who enter these zones 
do so at their own risk. 

ln Niassa, ou r. forces con trol most of the 
province and have paralysed enemy move-
ments. However, the very small popu-
lation in what is in effect one of the 
country's largest province~ limits the pos-
sibilities for extensive activities. During 
the period from August, 1972 to June, 
1973, our fighters attacked 6 posts; des-
troyed 22 vehicles, 1 locomotive and 8 
wagons; blew up 3 bridges; and killed 
more than 200 Portuguese soldiers. 

increased repression 

Now, as in the past, one of the enemy 
reactions to our progress is repression. 
Wiriyamu isjust one case among hundreds. 
And the massacres are not only in Tete, 
but in ali the provinces. It is true that in 
the past few years they have tended to be 
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more brutal in Tete; this is because colo-
nialist and imperialist interests are greater 
and more extensive in this province, which 
also acts as a support base for the expan-
sion of the war to other provinces. 

This repressive activity of the colonialists 
has been constantly denounced by us. 
Recently, however, another voice has 
spoken out, the Church has denounced 
and condemned the Portuguese regime's 
atrocities in Mozambique. ln 1971, the 
White Fathers congregation decided to 
leave Moz~bique in protest against the 
repressive policies of Portuguese colo-
nialism. This turned out to be the first 
of a series of denunciations and protests 
by priests, including bishops. Conse-
quently, priests began to be the targets 
of persecution, and a number were ar-
rested, accused of subversion and of sup-
porting the liberation struggle. 

/ 
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TETE 
50 posts attacked including: 

Mwangzi 
Mukaunda 
Chi coa 
Ucanha 
Manje 
Carinde 
Oliveira 
Mpewa 
Canverere 
Nhangoma 
Taibo 
Mponda 
Chie oco 
Nyakamba 
Mocumbura 
Furancungo 
Fingoe 
Malewera 
Chipera 
Kaphiridzanje 
Tembue 
Massamba 
Dique 
Vila Gamito 
Chibuvu 
Nyamadende 

Enemy soldiers killed : 1403 
Vehicles destroyed : 127 
Aircraft destroyed : 26 
Trai ns destroyed : 6 
Bridges destroyed : 3 
Warboats sunk : 11 

Mozambique 
expels priests 

c:: By BRUCE LOUDON in Llsbon . 
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THREE Spanish priests of the Burgos orrler have been expelled .from Mozambique by the Portu-
guese authorities. They are al!eged to have been inti-
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mately involved in r.ompiling 1 understand tbat the three 
the recent " massacre " re- priests were rigorously searched 
ports in the territory. after being detained by Portu· 
Following their expulsion, guese security officials. Tb-e 
it is thougbt tbat all the otber officials were cnncerned that 
members Of the ()rder l

·n tbe.v should not take aey 
m~terial witb thern for !ater 

Mozambique may also be distributien to British news- • 
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During a big round-up in mid-1972, when 
about 2000 people were arrested in 
Southern Mozambique, among them were 
the head of the Presbyterian Church and 
one of his colleagues. A few months 
later, the Portuguese announ·ced that both 
had died in prison, the head of the Church 
having allegedly committed suicide. Two 
Spanish priests, Alfonso Yalverde and 
Hernando Martin have been held in the 
Portuguese politicai prison of Machava in 
Mozambique since December 1971, ac-
cused of having denounced massacres by 
the Portuguese troops. 

The infiltration of agents into our zones 
has been intensified over the past few 
months. Their specific tasks are to fo-
ment subversion in our ranks, to assassi-
nate FRELIMO leaders, and to discredit 
our organisation in the eyes of the people. 
For example, they send groups of Afri-
cans dressed and armed like our fighters, 
who pretend to be FRELIMO soldiers, 
and massacre the people, violate the 
women and steal crops. Ali this in the 
name of FRELIMO. However, the sharp 
vigilance of our people and their know-
ledge of FRELIMO's correct politicalline 
thwarts such objectives. Many enemy 
agents have been arrested by the people 
themselves and taken to the FRELIMO 
bases. 

the concentration camps 

The tactic of «aldeamentos» (the so-called 
«protected villages») is aimed at isolating 
our fighters. The most recent information 
is that 56,000 villagers have been driven 
into concentration camps in Manica e 
Sofala, in the zones of Maringue, Canxixe, 
Chemba, Chiramba, Tambara and Mun-

gari. These are zones where we have 
recently increased our military operations. 
The tactic of aldeamentos has proved 
useless, as the people invariably escape 
from them at the first opportunity, or 
are liberated by FRELIMO forces. 

Another manoeuvre used by the enemy 
is to promise and sometimes grant econo-
mic and social privileges to a few Afri-
cans, so that they have bonds of personal 
interest with the colonial regime. This 
tactic is part of a wider strategy which 
includes the promise of autonomy to the 
Portuguese colonies, and the so-called 
elections in Mozambique, Angola and 
Guiné. ln order to gain credibility, the 
Portuguese included several Africans 
among their candidates. Buf these were 
men who had already been won over to 
the colonial cause by financial induce-
ments. Moreover, the voting figures 
themselves -less than one per cent of 
the population, and this mainly settlers -
show that the whole process was a farce. 
FRELIMO's position with regard to the 
elections was clearly expressed at the 
time: the Mozambican people do not 
want «autonomy» from Lisbon, they 

/~------------------~ 
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NIASSA 

6 posts attacked including: 
Mau a 
Nova Coimbra 
Manhice 
Quir.1as 
Enemy soldiers ki lled :200 
Vehicles destroyed :22 
Trai ns destroyed : 1 
Bridges destroyed : 3 
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want complete independence-the recog-
nition of their personality as an African 
people, the possibility of governing them-
selves, of choosing their own leaders, and 
of establishing the politicai, economic 
and social system that best serves their 
interests. 

Another form enemy reaction takes is to 
appeal to the forces of South Africa and 
Rhodesia to fight with them in Mozam-
bique. Following the panic shown by 
Ian Smith in October last year and the 
meeting he held with Caetano, one could 
easily foresee the increased intervention 
of Rhodesians in Mozambique. ln Decem-
ber 1972, the Minister of Defence pre-
pared the ground for this by extending 
the period of military service. More re-
cently, in August, a Rhodesian officer 
confirmed to a journalist from the Eve-
ning Stand<!rd that there was increased 
Rhodesian participation in Mozambique, 
amounting to at least one operational 
combat per day. lt should be also remem-
bered that the two Spanish priests already 
mentioned were handed over to the 
Portuguese authorities by the Rhodesians 
after trying to leave Mozambique through 
Rhodesia. 

South Africa has devised a tactic to 
· camouflage its direct involvement in 
Mozambique: it arranges for soldiers of 
the South African Defence Force to be 
recruited by the Rhodesian Light In-
fantry, and sends them to fight in Mozam-
bique as Rhodesians. A similar method 
has been devised by the US to supply 
he~bicides to Portugal, which are then 
used on a large scale in the colonial war. 
The method consists of classifying the 
products utilised by the American army 
in Vietnam as «civilian defoliants». Enor-
mous quantities have been furnished to 
Portugal and South Africa in this way. 
lt should be recalled that it was South 
African aeroplanes and pilots that laun-
ched herbicide spraying operations in 
Mozambique. 

Support for Portuguese colonialism goes 
very much further to encompass ali the 
imperialist countries. The British Govern-
ment,seeking to justify the celebration of 
the 600th anniversary of the Anglo-
Portuguese Alliance, stated that «Portu-
gal is our ally in NATO, and it is our 
policy in that context to develop busi-
nesslike and friendly relations with the 
Portuguese government». Within this 

«context» the British Government has 
been giving ex tensive su pport to the Portu-
guese government. The sarne applies to 
the US: in December 1971, 436 million 
dollars were given to Portugal, thereby 
buttressing the weak Portuguese economy. 

role of imperialism 

More recently, a few months ago the US 
provided Portugal with 12 helicopters, 
8 of which are already in Mozambique. 
The French and West German govern-
ments are not lagging behind in their sup-
port for Portuguese colonialism. They 
furnish weapons, vehicles, aircraft and 
money without which Portugal would 
have been forced to give up the war. lt 
is therefore becoming more and more evi-
dent that without the support of the 
western countries, particularly those in 
NATO, colonial Portugal would have been 
defeated long ago. 

Parallel to this support for Portugal from 
international imperialism, there is today 
an increase in solidarity with our struggle. 
We are referring first of ali to the African · 

US trains 
Lisbon's 
pilots 
from BRUCE OUDES 
W ASWNGTON, 11 August 

THE PI-:NTAGON has disclosed 
that for the past three years c: 
some Portuguese Air Force ofli- • 
cers, mostly fighter pilots, have ~ 
received training at United 
Sqites bases iu Germany. Some 
of them have been sent to fight > 
i.n Portugal's colonial wars. l:l 
ln addition to lhe 79 trained 11t1 
in Germany, 2S others have been ,.... 
trained in the US. The courses, 11:1 
apparendy, last only a few ~ _ 
weeks each. ln one, for in· _,. 
stance, Portuguese fighter pilots c:.l 

have le<lmt US techniques in 
llying combat support missions. 
ln Lhe seven years ending in 
mid-1970. the US provided some 
training, ali of it in America, 
fOt" a total of only 27 Portuguese 
Air Force officers. Officials offer 
no lirm explanation as to who 
autJtorise-d the recent increa~e. 

I 
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and Socialist countries, whose aid, al-
though insufficient to cover our needs 
has however kept pace with the develop-
ment of the struggle. The solemn De-
claration on General Policy adopted at 
the Summit Meeting of the OAU on its 
I Oth anniversary clearly reveals an ever-
growing commitment of Independent 
Africá at the side of those who are still 
fighting for their independence and free-
dom. The pledge of the African States 
to continue the struggle against colonial 
and racial domination in our continent; 
their recogni tion that armed struggle 
is the only means to liberate Africa and is 
one of the most important factors in 
consolidating the independence of Africa 
States; their pledge to provide full mate-
rial and other assistance for national re-
construction programmes in the liberated 
areas of Guiné, Angola and Mozambique -
are clear proof of this increased com-
mitment. 

But this support is not limited to the 
African and socialist countries. During 
the past few years, a strong current of 
solidarity has developed even in Western 
countries. ln some countries this popular 
movement is so strong that it has already 
forced the respective governments to re-
consider or at least to be more careful in 
their support for Portuguese, South Afri-
can and Rhodesian colonialism. ln almost 
ali Western European countries there are 
committees of support for the liberation 
struggle in the Portuguese colonies. Last 
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MANICA E SOF ALA 

17 posts attacked including: 

Massi 
Mungari 
Chivanza 
Chiganda 
Tu que 
M'komacha 
Nhamphassa 
Nhantetete 
Gatio 
lnhamzonia 
Missakulima 
Chitengo 
Buzua 
Sossoto 
Xaviera 
Canxixe 
Marinyanga 

Enemy soldiers killed :450 
Vehicles destroyed :11 O 
Aircraft destroyed :5 

March, a big national solidarity con-
ference was held in Italy which was 
attended by almost ali politicai forces in 
that country. 

ln April a UN and OAU sponsored con-
ference in Oslo drew up a practical pro-
gramme of combat against colonialism. 
A strong popular movement opposed the 
Anglo-Portuguese Alliance in Britain. The 

UN GeneralAssembly inNovember, 1972 
again condemned Portugal for its colonial 
policy and for its wars of aggression 
against the African peoples, declaring 
it to be a threat to international peace 
and security, and reaffirmed its recog-
nition of the legitimacy of our liberation 
struggle. The Security Council, in a 
unanimous vote, urged Portugal to enter 
into negotiations with the true represen-
tatives of the peoples of the colonies. ln 
Holland, the Dutch government has an-
nounced its decision to give unconditional 
support to the African Liberation Move-

ments. 

The important successes referred to reveal 
the extremely rapid rate of development 
of our struggle. As Comrade Samora 
Machel, the President of FRELIMO, 
stated in one of his messages to the Pro-
vincial Secretary of Cabo Delgado, «our 
people, more united than ever around 
FRELIMO, led by a revolutionary idco-
Jogy, have increased their fighting capacity 
and have inflicted severe defeats on the 
colonialists. The flames of our war are 
devouring our enemies. Portuguese colo-
nialism is also losing ground interna-
tionally. The colonialists are floundering 
from contradiction to contradiction, and 
like flies caught in a spider's web, the 
more they thrash about, the more hope-
lessly entangled they get. Nobody, no-
thing can now stop or slow down our 
march to freedom.» 
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WAR COMMUNIQUE 
Tete 
From April to August, 1973, in ad-
dition to the military operations already 
reported, FRELIMO fighters in Tete Pro-
vince attacked 16 posts and camps, shot 
down a helicopter; sunk 5 war boats in 
the Zambezi River; destroyed 2 trains 
and derailed 20 wagons; and launched 
90 ambush and sabotage operations. ln 
ali, over 400 enemy soldiers were killed, 
1 bridge was blown up, and 36 vehicles 
were destroyed. We also captured wea-
pons, ammunition and other material. 

attacks 

Camp of Chifesse, April 1: A FRELIMO 
infantry unit attacked the camp, killirig 
5 of the enemy. 

Camp of Massamba, April 12: Seven 
Portuguese soldiers were killed and a 
number of houses were damaged. 

Camp of Chimua, April 12: Our artillery 
attack resulted in 10 enemy killed and 2 
houses destroyed. 

Post of Dique, April 15: Twenty enemy 
soldiers were killed and 7 houses-des-
troyed. 

Post of Vila Gamito, April 20: Severa! 
buildings were destroyed and 11 soldiers 
killed. 

Camp of Cagulura (in Manje), May 22: 

Camp of Chithiri, July 1: 6 houses were 

destroyed and 13 enemy soldiers killed. 

Camp of Zangaia, July 8: 1 house des-
troyed and 4 enemy soldiers killed. 

Camp of Chale, July 15: We killed 12 
Portuguese soldiers and destroyed 4 
h ouses. 

Camp of Sachilire, July 20: 7 enemy sol-
diers killed, ·severa! barracks burnt and 
blankets, clothes, etc. captured. 

Camp of Caunda, July 27: 9 enemy 
soldiers killed. 

Camp of Chazia, August 10: 7 enemy 
soldiers killed and material such as a 
sewing machine, blankets, etc. captured. 

Camp of Bandari, August 18: The whole 
garrison comprising black and white sol-
diers were killed, 5 Mau ser rifles captured, 
and ali the people imprisoned in the 
camp freed. 

Concentration Camp of Nsungo, August 
20: 3 enemy soldiers killed, 3 Mauser 
rifles, ammunition, grenades, 5 radios and 
military uniforms captured. 

helicopter shot down 

On May 22 a FRELIMO unit shot down 
a helicopter in the zone of the town of 
Tete. The helicopter crash-landed near 
the hospital. 

boats sunk 

On May 24, 2 boats carrying troops and 
supplies left the post of Mague, towards 
Cachomba. They were ambushed and 
sunk by our forces. Ali the soldiers in 

the boats, numbering 20 were killed. 

On June 15,  a similar operation took 
place in the sarne zone: 3 boats were 

sunk and 18 soldiers were killed. 

trains destroyed 

July 10, on the railway line between 
Chiwedza - Doa we destroyed a train 
engine and derailed 20 wagons.  8 enemy 
soldiers were killed. 

August  25, we destroyed a train going 
from Mutarara-Moatize. 

bridge destroyed 

The bridge spanning river Manjererevu, 
on the main road Tete - Furancungo, 
situated 3 kms. from the post of Baue, 
was blown up by a FRELIMO sabotage 
unit on April 24. The bridge was 30 
meters long and 4 meters wide and sup-
ported by concrete pillars. 

ambushes and sabotage 

ln many ambush and sabotage operations 
throughout Tete, FRELIMO fighters 
killed more than 270 enemy soldiers and 
destroyed 34 vehicles. 

Cabo Delgado 
Two major attacks were launched by 
FRELIMO forces in Cabo Delgado Pro-
vince on July 11 and August 7, 1973. 

On July 11 we attacked and assaulted the 
enemy post of Quissenge, destroying most 
of the buildings and killing many Portu-
guese soldiers. After neutralising th7 . 
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enemy's resistance, we stormed the post 
and captured a number of arms and 
other material, namely: 

- 5 rifles cal. 7.9; serial numbers 5044, 
10002, 8059,4987 and 4753. 
1 au toma ti c pistol No. 315022 
14 wristwatches anda clock 
2 radias 
1 Portuguese flag 
documents, etc. 

The Portuguese military centre of Mo-
cimboa da Praia was attacked with heavy 
artillery fire 011 August 7. The attack 
began at 5.1 O a.m. Many buildings were 
wiped out, includi11g the power station. 

At the sarne time as the attack 011 Mo-
cimboa da Praia, the posts and strategic 
hamlets of Nkomangano, Mpanga and 
Nalande, which are close to and give pro-
tection to the town of Mocimboa da Praia, 
were also attacked. 

ln Nkomangano our forces destroyed 
most of the houses. ln the assault which 
followed, we captured arms, radias a11d 
food. Sixty villagers imprisoned there 
were freed. Mpa11ga and Nala11de were 
damaged, and the bridge li11king these two 
posts was blown up. 

Manica e Sola/a 
FRELIMO's military activities in llhnica 
e Sofala have been extended and now 
cover 3 more zones -lnhaminga, Chirin-
goma (Mwanza) and Dando. 

During the period June to September, 
FRELIMO fighters in this Province shot 
down 5 airplanes and destroyed one on 
the ground; attacked 6 posts, encamp-
ments and concentration camps; and 
launched a number of ambush and sabo-
tage operations. More than 1 00 enemy 
soldiers were killed and 10 made prisoner. 
20 vehicles were destroyed and 8 dama-
ged. Seven G-3 sub-machine guns, 28 
Mauser rifles and a large quantity of 
ammunition were captured. 

aircraft shot down 

On July 16, FRELIMO fighters shot down 
one bomber aeroplane which had left 
Guru for Vila Gouveia. lt crash-landed 
near the concentration camp of Nhassa-
lara. 

011 August 2, our fighters in the area of 
Nhaunga, Macossa region shot down 2 
bombers. 
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On August 3, we shot down a bomber in 
the area of Nhamikunga, Canxixe region. 

011 August 15, we shot down a cargo-
tra11sporter in the region of Tambara. 

At 9.00 a.m. on July I, a FRELIMO unit 
attacked a plane in the zone ofNhamacala, 
of Chief Nhamchenwe. The enemy !ater 
announced that our attack on the aero-
plane had caused severa! casualties, in-
cluding the death of a Spa11ish doctor who 
was hunting in the area. 

attacks 

On July 17, ou r comrades attacked a 
tourist restaurant camp i11 Chitengo in 
Gorongoza National Park. 

On July 22, we attacked the post of 
Buzua, damaging one house, destroying 
ali the tents and killing severa! of the 
enemy. 

Ten enemy soldiers, members of the so-
called Portuguese Provincial Organisatio11 
of Volu11teers, were captured and 3 were 
killed when we attacked and assaulted 
the concentration camp of Sossoto, in 
Chemba regio11. Our fighters captured 3 
G3 sub-machine guns, 1 O Ma use r rifles 
and a large quantity of ammunition. 

On August 31 our forces attacked a con-
centration camp in the Canxixe re·gion. 
Eighteen enemy soldiers were killed, 3 
G-3 sub-machine guns, 14 Mauser rifles 
and 3 crates of ammunition were cap-
tured. 

ambushes and sabotage 

Our ambushes were concentrated on the 
roads Chemba -Tambara; Senga (near 
the shop of Senhor Fole); Chiramba 
(place of a concentration camp); Tam-
balali; Vila Paiva de Andrade -camp of 
Vanduze; Bue Maira -Chitengo; Vila 
Paiva de Andrade - Maringue; Goron-
goza-Mazambana (region of lnhaminga); 
Pangacha, Canxixe - Chimbawala, Tu-
kuta; Canxixe -Sena, Bonzo-Chemba; 
and Chemba -Sena. 

Two of these ambushes were of parti-
cular importance: one which took place 
on August 12 when our fighters am-
bushed a convoy of 5 lorries carrying 
cotton from Canxixe to Sena. After an 
explanation about the obJectives of our 
struggle, the drivers were released and the 

5 !arries burnt. The other operation took 
place on September 4 when we ambushed 
3 lorries carrying cotton from Chemba to 
Sena. The drivers of these lorries were 
also set free after being explained about 
our struggle and the lorries and their con-
tents burnt. 

ln these ambushes, 20 vehicles werc 
destroyed, 8 were damaged, more than 
50 Portuguese soldiers were killed and 5 
weapons captured. 

Niassa 
Between April and June, 1973, FRELIMO 
combatants in the Province of Niassa in-
creased their ambushes and sabotage 
operations especially in the districts of 
Mwembe, Metangula, Macaloge, Maniam-
ba and Vila Cabral. 

From our comrades' attack we stress in 
particular the one against Machembe con-
centration camp on the main road to Vila 
Cabral on April 7. The concen-
tration camp was left in flames and many 
enemy soldiers were killed. 

Equally important was an attack against 
another concentration camp in Marrupa, 
in which some G3 sub-machine guns were 
captured, the camp was destroyed and 
severa! enemy soldiers killed. Among 
them was a second lieutenant, the com-

mander of the platoon. 

Besides destroyed vehicles, sabotage ac-
tions resulted also in the complete des-
truction of the bridge over the river 
Ng'ongo in Metangula, on July 4. 

.. ,, 
• 
" 
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apply our 
principies 
-and 
march to 
victory 

Last August a very important meeting of cadres from 
Tete and Manica e Sofala provinces was held in Tete. 
The meeting was chaired by the President of FRE-
LIMO, Comrade Samora Machel, accompanied by 
Comrade Joaquim Chissano. The general situation 
was analysed, the strategy reviewed for both pro-
vinces and some directives laid down or emphasised. 
Here we publish some excerpts from a message 
previously sent by the President of FRELIMO to the 
Politicai and Military Commander of Manica e Sofala. 

The situation in Mozambique has long 
been concealed behind a curtain of colo-
nialist lies. Today, because fighting is in 
progress in relatively developed areas in 
which imperialist interests are very great, 
so that foreign attention is focussed on 
these areas, Portugal is being forced, very 
much against its will, to reveal a part of 
the truth, albeit as little as possible and 
in a distorted form. 

This attitude on the part of the enemy 
shows that the comrades have been able 
to define their targets, hitting the enemy's 
most sensitive spots. Someone who is hit 
full in the stomach is at least forced to 
groan, independent of his will. The 
colonialist's groans are beginning to make 
themselves heard. 

The importance of the area, however, is 
mainly due to the already established or 
prospective imperialist interests there. At 
the same time the geographical position 
of the province makes it a natural route 

. ....._ __ 
of access to the south of our country and 
a buffer zone for the neighbouring racist 
regimes. 

The area is therefore a zone of conflict 
between ourselves and imperialism, a 
strategic zone for the deployment of 
forces. 

And this aggregation of factors, . com-
bined with the ever increasing failures of 
the Portuguese troops, who are unable to 
ensure the security of international roads 
and railways, unable to provide protection 
for continued imperialist economic ex-
ploitation, explains the recent measures 
taken with a view to intensifying inter-
national aggression against our people. 

THE CONDITIONS FOR OUR VICTORY 

lf we are to win the battle which is now 
under way and to consolidate the victories 
so far achieved, we need to apply our 
principies creatively and unwaveringly. 

11 
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'LET 

LIVE UP TO THE 

HOPE AND TRUST THE 

PEOPLE HA VE PLACED lN US' 

1. Give importance t o our unity. Under· 
stand that our sacrifices are absolutely 
futile without unity. Make unity live in 
practice. Unity becomes a living force 
through the sharing of experience and 
hardships, through discussion of our prob-
lems, criticism and self-criticism, collective 
study. 

2. Know how constantly to win over 
new forces to our cause. FRELIMO ac-
cepts in its ranks, without discrimination, 
ali Mozambicans regardless of race or 
colour who identify with our cause and 
are prepared to struggle against colo· 
nialism. 

The action of capturing whites, edu-
cating them and then freeing them has 
filled us with pride, since it has shown 
that the comrades know who the enemy 
is and have given practical proof that ou r 
fight is against Portuguese colonialism 
and never against the Portugue~e people. 

3. Give importance to mobilising the 
people and heightening their conscious-
ness. Constantly develop politicai and 
organisational work among the masses. 

Distribute tasks to ali sectors of the popu-
lation, men, women, old people and 
children. 

Understand that spears and arrows also 
kill the enemy. Arm the people and 

12 

organise the defence and protection of 
villages, granaries, agricultura! plots and 
corrais. lf the enemy come, they should 
not leave without suffering heavy punish-
ment. Holes and trees on highways also 
block ali traffic. 

4. Constantly raise the politicai con-
sciousness among the cadres and fighters, 
deepening understanding of who is the 
enemy and of the nature and brutality of 
the enemy, and making them fully aware 
of the meaning and scope of the fight we 
are waging. 

To develop politicai consciousness it is 
important constantly to raise the levei of 
scientific knowledge of cadres and mili-
tants and, above ali, to organise literacy 
classes at every base, applying the princi-
pie of learning from each other. 

An army that is ignorant and devoid of 
politicai consciousness faces inevitable 
defeat. For the fighters and cadres to 
assume their tasks and be able to make 
proper use of the increasingly complex 
weapons we have requires of them con-
tinuous ideological growth and increased 
scientific knowledge. 

5. Raise the army's fighting capacity, so 
that every fighter can fight ten of the 
enemy. 

r 

~( 

Above: 
our President 
in Tete Province. 

We will thus be  able  to disperse our 
forces more t o avoid providing targets for 
t he enemy. We will at the sarne time 
thrash and punish t he enemy, destroying 
them while they are on the move. 

Ensure constant training, continuous 
theoretical and practical education and 
flexible tactics, making everyone fully 
conversant with our strategy. 

6. There can be no moments of idleness 
or relaxation. Our forces must be con-
stantly engaged in politicai and physical 
combat against the enemy, politicai, scien-
tific and military study, and production. 

ldleness leads to relaxation, sooner or 
later bringing about ideological and mate-
rial corruption accompanied by Jack of 
discipline, anarchy, chaos and defeat. 

...... . ................. . 

We have won victories because comrades 
have selflessly given their lives for their 
people. When they died, they handed on 
to us the flag, so that we should carry it 
forward, to where millions of people are 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of the 
banner of freedom. 

Let us be worthy of their sacrifices, let us 
live up to the hope and trust that the 
people have placed in us. » 
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Frelimo 
hails the 
Republic 
of Guiné 
-Bissau 

COMRADE ARISTIDES PEREIRA, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE PAIGC, COMRADE LUIS CABRAL, PRESIDENT 
OF THE STATE COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUINÉ-BISSAU. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
GUINÉ-BISSAU IS A GREAT VICTORY OF THE BROTHER GUINÉ PEOPLE ENGAGED lN THE ARMED STRUGGLE 
AGAINST PORTUGUESE COLONIALISM AND IMPERIALISM, A VICTORY FOR THE PEOPLES OF MOZAMBIQUE, 
ANGOLA AND SÃO TOMÉ E PRINCIPE AND OF ALL THE PEOPLES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WHO ARE STRUG· 
LING FOR INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM. 

IT IS A VICTORY OF THE IMMENSE SACRIFICES THE GUINEAN PEOPLE ARE MAKING AND WILL CONTINUE TO 
MAKE TO RECONQUER THEIR DIGNITY. 

lN JUST OVER TEN YEARS OF HARSH AND DIFFICULT ARMED STRUGGLE AGAINST PORTUGUESE COLONIA-
LISM SUPPORTED BY CERTAIN NATO COUNTRIES-AND OTHER IMPERIALIST POWERS, THE GUINEAN PEOPLE, 
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PAIGC, HA VE INFLICTED SEVERE DEFEATS ON THE PORTUGUESE COLONIAL 
ARMY, LIBERATING MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS OF GUINÉ-BISSAU. 

FREE GUINÉ-BISSAU HAS BEEN BUILT lN THE LIBERATED AREAS. THE DECISION OF THE PEOPLE'S ASSEM-
BLY OF GUINÉ-BISSAU THEREFORE CORRESPONDS TO THE PROGRESS ATTAINED BY THE ARMED STRUGGLE 
FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION, WAS DICTATED BY THE INTERNAL REALITIES CREATED lN TEN YEARS OF 
ARMED STRUGGLE AND CORRESPONDS TO THE CONTROL EXERCISED BY THE PAIGC lN THE COUNTRY. 

THE FRELIMO FIGHTERS AND LEADERS, AND THE MOZAMBICAN PEOPLE AS A WHOLE, WARMLY HAlL THE 
PAIGC, ITS MILITANTS AND LEADERSHIP, THE PEOPLE OF GUINÉ AND THE CABO VERDE ISLANDS, FOR THE 
PROCLAMATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUINÉ-BISSAU AND ASSURE THEM, AS ALWAYS, OF THEIR FULL SOLI-
DARITY AND FRIENDSHIP. 

THE LINKS FORGED lN THE FRATERNAL COMBAT OF THE BROTHER PEOPLES OF ANGOLA, GUINÉ AND CABO 
VERDE, MOZAMBIQUE AND SÃO TOMÉ E PRINCIPE, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE MPLA, THE PAIGC, 
FRELIMO AND MLSTP, WILL DEFINITEL Y RECEIVE NEW STIMULUS AND BE STRENGTHENED WITH THE PRE-
SENT VICTOR V. 

AT THIS HISTORIC TIME WHEN WE ARE CELEBRATING A GREAT VICTORY OVER PORTUGUESE COLONIALISM 
OF A BROTHER PARTY AND PEOPLE, FRELIMO, THE MOZAMBICAN PEOPLE, PA Y TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF 
THAT GREAT COMRADE AND LEADER OF THE PAIGC, FIGHTER OF THE AFRICAN REVOLUTION, AMILCAR 
CABRAL. 

LONG LIVE THE PAIGC, LONG LIVE THE REPUBLIC OF GUINÉ-BISSAU! 
LONG LIVE THE FRIENDSHIP AND SOLIDARITY BETWEEN FRELIMO AND THE PAIGC, BETWEEN THE PEOPLES 
OF MOZAMBIQUE AND GUINÉ AND CABO VERDE! 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES! 

SAMORA MOISES MACHEL - PRESIDENT, FRELIMO 30 SEPTEMBER, 1973 
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AN 
ENDLESS 
STREAM 
DF 
FIGHTERS 
The morning is still young when we con-
tinue our march. The high grass which 
will be dry and dusty around noon is wet 
from the cool night which has sent us to 
shivers. ln front of us march the com-
rades who accompany us, and we have 
come to know them in the days we've 
been together. Everyone has his own 
horrible memories going back to the 
colonial past which is still present in the 
South of Moçambique. There are women 
at the way, children playing, caught by 
surprise while we are passing their huts. 

They come to wave, they come to sing, a 
traditional welcome melody, and they 
carry humble presents for the soldiers 
in front of us and for us to comfort the 
journey. How often did we experience 
that in the recent days in this Summer 
'73 in the liberated areas of Moçambique. 
lt goes without words and it is one of the 
simplest examples of the firm unity bet-
ween the people and FRELIMO who are 
one. This is one of the first and foremost 
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impressions during the first days !ater con-
firmed day by day. 

The sky ove r Mulowe, the camp where we 

spend some days, is blue, bright sunshine 
in the valley and ·colouring the leaves of 
the trees on the  steep hills with gold. 
Occasionally planes, Portuguese, South 
African, Rhodesian, searching for targets, 
searching for destruction. 

Near the camp we meet a group of 
pupils, the CONTINUADORES as Presi-
dent Comrade Machel has called them, a 
term which con tains all the !ove and care 
and the trust for the young generation. 
Mulowe is only three years liberated but 
already FRELIMO has set up a primary 
school here. Some of the pupils have a 
long way, you can meet them already 
two hours before school starts in the 
forests. They are sitting under the sha-
dow of a grass-made roof and following 
intensively the lesson their teachers give. 
Their discipline is first class, the CON-

Three joumalists and camera-
men from the German Demo-
cratic Republic were guests of 
FRELIMO in Tete Province 
last August. They were com-
rades Ulrich Makosch, head 
of the delegation, Hans An-
dersohn and Detlev Steinberg. 

This visit was aimed at col-
lecting material for articles 
and a film, in order to ex-
plain more about the struggle 
in Mozambique to the people 
of the G.D.R. and other peo-
ples of the world. The visit 
was thus another manifesta-
tion of solidarity between the 
G.D.R. and our movement 
and people. 

Comrade Makosch wrote this 
article for "Mozambique 
Revolution". 

Comrade 

Makosch 

talking to 

students in 

a FRELIMO 

school 

TINUADORES know why they are leâr-
ning. There are many faces of colonialism. 
Here you can discovcr one of the many 
ugly faces: in the territories still occu-
pied by Portugal there are only 2 per 
cent of people who can read and write. 
What an «achievement» after more than 
400 years! So for the first time here 
under the shadow of the grass-made roof 
and with very simple means the people 
of Mulowe can learn. And there is a 
small hospital too set up. ln the past 
400 years everybody here with a serious 
ailment had to die. The hospital fits_ the 
first needs of the people, more serious 
cases are being treated in the district 
hospital. 

We have seen the victims of this colonial 
war of genocide Portugal is waging against 
the people of Moçambique, and it re-
rninded me very much of the crimes I 
had to report about when living in Indo-
china, committed by the US. 
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The visit to an orphanage «AFRICA» in 
the province of Tete comes into my mind, 
68 children, their parents lost, killed by 
Portugal, the troops against the children. 
If they got them they would have 
met the sarne fate as the people of Wiri-
yamu, but here they are under the care of 
FRELIMO. How is it with the Portu-
guese constitution which «treats black 
and whites alike in Moçambique», as one 
leading paper in the FRG writes it these 
days? Children and adults, everyone in 
this beautiful and rich country ofMoçam-
bique who dares to demand independence 
has only one fate: to die, to be killed to 

t~ be tortured, to be a modem slave. 

The words of Marcos Mabote, chief of 
operations, become alive: «We would 
have won independence already, if it was 
not for the support of the NATO coun-
tries for the regime in Lisbon.» We see 
the weapons used by Portugal and cap-
tured, made in the FRG, in US. .  . Now 
they are being used by the people in the 
villages to defend themselves. 

The march continues. We step to the side 
to let a long column of people past. They 
are going to Manica e Sofala south of the 
Zambezi and carry weapons and am-
munition, it seems to be an endless 
stream. A quick exchange of messages, 
of greetings, of information about the 
path behind them and behind us. An-
other stream: some hundred volunteers 

coming from Manica e Sofala go down to 
the camp we h ave just left to receive their 
first training. 

ln the transistor we carry the voice of 
Arriaga, the man who is Ieaving Moçam-
bique he came to conquer, after three 
years, as a laser. He gives !tis farewell 
speech, old stuff, lasers of history. 

We Ieave the country in firm belief of 
growing strength of FRELIMO which is 

A rest and a lesson. 

waging a successful offensive. We are deep 
in debt to you for the way in which you 
have arranged our march and journey. 
which we ourselves consider as a contri-
bution towards the strengthening of the 
solidarity between the SED and FRE-
LIMO in the interest of the struggle for 
national and social liberation, for peace 
and Socialism, in which we are firm at 
your side. 

Tete, Summer, 1973. 

ALGERIAN TELEVISION lN TETE 
ln August a team of 4 Algerian 

television journalists visited Tete 

Province with FRELIMO. The 

delegation, led by Mr. Sid Ali 

Hattabi, made a film during their 

trip, and later gave a Press 

Conference in Lusaka. At the 

Conference they denounced Por-

tuguese atrocities in Mozambique 

and reported on their visit to 

bombed villages and testimonies 

they heard from civilians woun-

ded in the raids. 

15 
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My trip in the liberated pro· 
vince of Tete in the first 
fortnight of August was full 
of very interesting politicai 
experiences. lt took place at 
a moment when world at· 
tention was concentrated on 
the affair of the Wiriyam1,1 
massacre. While Portugal was 
refusing entrance in Tete to 
foreign journalists and UN 
delegates and was expelling 
the only two English journa· 
lists who succeeded in arriving 
in the zone, FRELIMO o· 
pened me the doors of free 
Tete. While Portuguese autho· 
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Frelimo's 
reply to 
Wiriyamu 
Marisa Musu, an Italian journa-
list with the newspaper 'Unita' 
visited Tete Province as a guest 
of FRELIMO in August. Here 
she describes her trip. 

Marisa Musu meets some villagers. 

rities and some (although 
fewer than usual) newspapers 
of capitalist countries were 
declaring that Tete was an 
«orderly and peaceful» re-
gion of the «Portuguese Over· 
seas Province of Mozambique» 
where no massacre ever hap-
pened and no village called 
Wiriyamu existed, I was mar· 
ching for days and days in 
liberated Tete, where there 
was not a shadow of Portu· 
guese rule, and where I only 
saw the really orderly and 
peaceful administration of 
F R E LI MO. I met, spoke and 

took photographs of men, 
women and children who were 
direct eye-witnesses and sur-
vivors of massacres done by 
Portuguese soldiers, South 
African and Rhodesian sol-
diers in villages of the part of 
Tete still under the rule of 
colonialist Portugal. Further-
more, to demonstrate the lies 
of Portuguese propaganda I 
met in Tete Samora Machel, 
the President of FRELIMO, 
who was there with many 
other leaders of FRELIMO in 
one of his usual long trips in 
the free provinces. This is 

Exchange of 

ideas in Tete 

Province: From 

the left -

Comrades Alberto 

Chipande and 

Joaquim Chissano 

with President 

Samora and 

Marisa Musu 

the best proof that Portugal 
has no power over most of 
Tete. 

Last year I had been inside 
another liberated province of 
Mozambique, Cabo Delgado. 
Ali that I saw in Tete this 
time about the organisation 
of the life of the population, 
schools, pilot centres, hospi-
tais, nurseries, production, 
trade, transport, was for me 
only a confirmation of the 
deep links between the popu· 
lation and FRELIMO; of the 
capacity of FRELIMO to or-
ganise the population's life 
in order to assure for the 
first time in Mozambique's 
history (after colonialist rule), 
freedom from exploitation, 
from terror, from illness, from 
ignorance; of the will of the 
population to carry on to 
win the liberation war. 

One teacher of a pilot centre 
pointing at a group of «con-
tinuadores» told me; «This is 
our reply to Wiriyamu.» I 
think this phrase can be the 
key-conclusion of my im· 
pressions about the tdp in· 
side Tete. 

r 1 
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A team o[ West German film-makers 
visited Cabo Delgado Province with FRE-
LIMO in ]une, 1973. The leader o[ the 
team was director, Gunter Peus, and with 
him were cameraman Wolfgang Kleist and 
sound technician Jan Keunzler. 

ln a speech to the people in Mozambique, 
Mr. Peus said three things in particular 
had impressed him about the struggle. 
The first was the courage and resilience o[ 
the people in the face o[ the Portuguese 
bombing and the other [orms o[ terror. 
The second was FRELIMO's discipline 
and strong organisation; the third was the 
high leve! o[ politica! consciousness o[ 
the fighters ·and the people. 

The West German visitors were subjected 
to constant air bombardment by the 
enemy. This experience helped them to 
understand better the reality o[ our 
people's situation and Mr. Peus promised 
to denounce West German participation 
in the war on his return home. Among 
the planes in the bombing raids were 
Fiat G-91s, which were supplied by West 
Germany. 

British 
reporter 
meets 
Mozambican 
refugees 
from 
Smith's 
terror 

Round a campfire in Cabo Delgado are Gunter Peus, Jan Kuenzler and Wolfgang Kleist. 

W. Germans witness 
bombing raids 

David Martin, East Africa corres-
pondent o[ Britain 's "Observer" 
newspaper and the British Broad-
casting Corporation, made a fast 
three-day visit to the Zumbo dis-
trict o[ Tete with FRELIMO at the 
end o[ August. 

Mr. Martin writes: «Re[ugees driven 
from their villages and shambas by 
Rhodesian ground troops, bombers, 
and helicopter gunships, described 
massacres being carried out by Rho-
desian troops. One man had lost 
14 children. The husband ofan old 
woman had been decapitated. 15 
people drawing water ata well died 
when it was bombed. 

«FRELIMO's Tete Commander, 
Jose Moyane, told them a counter-
offensive had been launched and 
soon they would be able to go home. 

(The visit was all too brief. but even 
so long enougfz to understand the 
con[idence and politica! clarity o[ 
FRELIMO and the fact that Portu-
gal will not be able to hold 
Mozambique . .» 

17 
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As a result of the advance of our struggle, world opinion is now 
more conscious of the fascist nature of Portuguese colonialism. 
Unlike what has usually happened, the Wiriyamu massacre was 
widely denounced by the intemational press and aroused an 
unprecedented repugnance and condemnation of all sectors 

of world opinion. The fact is that the perpetration of massacres 
is inherent in colonialism. There has never been and nor will there 
ever be human colonialism, democratic colonialism, colonialism 
which respects the people's interests. Crime, barbarousness and 
savagery are an integral part of fascism. There has never been 
and nor will there ever be fascism without brutal exploitation 

of the workers, without torture and murder. Portuguese colonial-
fascism commits the most barbarous and foul crimes because this is its 

nature. What is new is the fact that the true face of the 
Portuguese colonial regime has been so vigorously exposed to the 

world - a murderous face, a terrorist face. 

Excerpt from the message of the President of FRELIMO, 
on the 25th September, 1973. 

Wiriyamu: a case study 
of Portuguese repression 

18 

As we have pointed out 
severul times, Portuguese 
reaction to FRELIMO acM 
tivities against colonial 
troops is brutal retaliation 
against villagers. The 
massacre at Wiriyamu, 
which was reported ear!ier 
this year by missionaries, 
is a typica/ example of 
this. However, this partiM 
cu/ar massacre has un· 
/eashed a wave of world" 
wide condemnation of 
Portuguese colonialism. 
FRELIMO has dane its 
own investigation into the 
massacre, in the area con-
cerned, and we can now 
report the fol!owing de-
tails. 

A few days before December 16, 1972, a 
plane which was flying from Beira to 
Tete was shot at and hit about 15 km. 

from Tete by FRELIMO militants. On 
board the plane, which managed to land 
safely, was a certain Portuguese YIP 

named Jorge Guerra. 

The incident angered Guerra and he con-
tacted the Directorate General of Secu-
rity in Tete town to protest over the Jack 
of security. The DGS informed him that 
their job was to fight subversion: it was 
the army's duty to preven t incidents 
such as this one. 

Guerra then contacted the army and re-
peated his complaint. Because Guerra 
was an influential man, the army com-
mander decided to take some action. 
This action was taken in collaboration 
with the DGS (o r the PIDE, the secret 
police's former narne, still widely used by 
its actual or potential victims). 

First of ali the Portuguese worked out 
where the shots that hit the plane had 
come from. This led them to the area 
which includes the villages of Gossinho, 

Wiriyamu and Chawola. What happened 
then has been described by severa! local 
people who are now FRELIMO members. 

Fernando Bero, who is 19, had been 
working on Cahora Bassa and returned to 

his home village, Gossinho, in December, 
for a holiday. He was told that his pa-

rents and his grandparents, who lived 
in nearby Wiriyamu, had been killed by 
Portuguese troops the Saturday before. 
«< was desperate to know how it hap-
pened», says Fernando. 

Fernando Bero 

') 
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The villagers told him a few days before 
the massacre a PIDE agent, an African 
called Chico, had arrived in Gossinho and 
asked the people if anyone had seen FRE-
LIMO soldiers. Chico' s visit was, in fact, 
the beginning of the Portuguese investi-
gation into the shooting of Guerra's 
plane. 

Fernando says: «Everybody told Chico 
they had never seen FRELIMO. He then 
went to Wiriyamu,  asked the sarne ques-
tions and received the sarne answers. 

Obviously he was not convinced and he 

returned to Tete to tell the authorities 
that Wiriyamu was a supply base for 
FRELIMO fighters.» 

Next day, December 16, Chico returned 
with a large number of troops in lorries. 
They went to Gossinho and Wiriyamu, 
again asking if the people had seen FRE-
LIMO, but this time using threats and 
intimidation. Again they were given no 
information. They left Wiriyamu and 
reached the main Beira - Tete road, 
where they were ambushed by a FRE-
LIMO unit. 

Fernando Antonio João, a FRELIMO 
fighter, was bom in Wiriyamu and was 
operating near the village. He takes up 
the story. «Üur forces ambushed two 
Berliet lorries loaded with soldiers. Many 
soldiers were killed and the lorries des-
troyed. The Portuguese sen t reinforce-
ments - a convoy of lorries. Some of 
these lorries took the dead and wounded 
to Tete. Others moved towards the 
village of Wiriyamu. » 

Another FRELIMO militant, Carlos Meque 
Dinheiro -who as it happens had joined 
our organisation only the day before -
says that the ambush took place near 
the village of Corneta, so some of the 
lorries headed for this village. Says 
Carlos: «They found nobody, as every-
body had fled when they heard that the 
troops were arriving. The Portuguese 
burnt ali the houses, granaries, everything, 
and headed for Wiriyamu.» 

When the troops arrived at Wiriyamu 
they went directly to the small river from 
where the people draw water, leaving only 
three  soldiers in the village i tself. It was 
a Saturday and the people were drinking. 

The three soldiers told them: «We are 
going to have a banje». Banje is a poli-
ticai meeting during which the Portu-
guese round up the villagers, telling them 

Fernando Jàão 

that FRELIMO are terrorists, very bad 
people who should be reported if seen. 

The villagers were told to go and bring 
any of their friends and relatives who 
might be out in the bush, so that every-
one could take part in the banje. Once 
everyone was present, the troops who 
had been at the river returned. 

The troops had apparen tly called for air 
support on their way from the ambush to 
Wiriyamu because helicopters and two 
jets arrived on the scene at this point. 
Soldiers jumped out of the helicopters 
as the jets circled overhead for protection. 
Then the massacre began. 

Says Carlos Dinheiro: «The soldiers who 
had come from the helicopters started 
lining up the people. The children were 
put in one lirie, the women in another, 
the men in another. Everybody was told 
to clap their hands. Then the troops 

Carlos Dinheiro 

started shooting with machine guns 
against  each line. Meanwhile those sol-
diers who had come from the river 
herded the survivors inside the houses 
and set fire to the houses, burning the 
people to death». 

Fernando Bero was told by the local 
people that almost ali of the residents -
abou t 100 -died, including h is parents 
and grandparents. Fernando was also told 
that the Portuguese took one blind old 
man, called Filipe, into a helicopter and 
threw him out. 

Fernando João: «Bombs or grenades 
were dropped into every single house 
from the air to make sure that nobody 
would escape. After this massacre the 
Portuguese went to Chawola, where the 
sarne thing happened. ln the ensuing 
confusion, however, some people mana-
ged to escape and sought refuge in our 
base.» 

'FRELIMO's objective, in its international campaign to explain 
the situation, has been to seek to ensure that those who support us 
and are active in denouncing and condemning Portuguese crimes 
do not simply confine their attention to this massacre spoken of 
by the priests, forgetting the root cause, that which makes it 
possible for massacres to happen, which is the Portuguese colonial 
system. 

lndeed, international action should not be seen in terms of 
'appealing' to Portugal to end the massacres. lnternational action 
should be directed towards providing more and more support for 
liberation struggle, for FRELIMO. This is the only way of putting 
an end to the massacres, by defeating Portuguese colonialism and 
establishing a popular regime in independent Mozambique.' 

From FRELIMO's national bulletin "A Voz da Revolução" 

19 
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The recent visit of a FRELIMO dele-
gation to Federal Germany raised a lot of 
speculation. Many of those who knew 
the extent of West German military aid 
to colonial Portugal, both bilateral and 
through NATO, and its financial and 
human involvement in Cahora Bassa and 
other projects in the Portuguese colo-
nies asked themselves if this visit could 
really mean a change in FRELIMO's posi-
tion, that is, in FRELIMO's politicalline. 
Was FRELIMO on the point of making 
fundamental concessions in exchange for 
West German support? As a friend from 
the Republic of Guinea told us !ater, 
«We thought you were compromising 
your revolution by agreeing to negotiate 
with West Germany. We know their 
position on Africa and the liberation 
struggle, and that they would try to im-
pose their views on you». 

FRELIMO was aware of these problems, 
but decideci to accept the SPD's invi-
tation. This is in line with our policy of 
trying to win to our side ali forces op-
posed to Portuguese colonialism and esta-
blish a basis of co-operation with them. 
There was a strong argument in favour of 
our visit. The latest Congress of the SPD 
held in April had adopted the following 
resolu tion: 

«ln their fight against colonialism and 
racism, the SPD is on the side of the 
nations of the Third World. For this 
reason, the Federal Government should 
assert its influence in Europe to a much 
greater extent than up to now in order to 
reduce the colonialistic positions still exi-
sting and to put through the sovereign 
right of the nations concerned. The colo-
nialism still existing presents a considerable 
burden for the whole Western Alliance 
and it is incompatible with its prin-
cipies. 

We will therefore concede to the national 
liberation movements all our solidarity 
and our politicai and humanitarian sup-
port.» 

Our visit took place from the 2nd to 8th 
August. The FRELIMO delegation was 
led by Comrade Marcelino dos Santos, 
Vice-President. The SPD delegation was 
led by Mr. Hans Jurgen Wischnewski, 
Chairman of the Commission for Interna-
tional Relations of the National Executive 
of the SPD. 

At the beginning of the talks, the FRE-
LIMO delegation explained the main ob-

20 

FRELIMO and 

West Germany's 

SPD 

No grounds 

for 

cooperation 

jectives which had led to our accepting 
the SPD invitation: 

1. Ending arms supplies to Portugal by 
NATO countries and other countries. 

2. Ending other forms of support for 
Portuguese colonialism, namely invest· 
ments in the colonies. 

3. The establishment of friendly rela-
tions between the peoples of the Federal 
Republic of Germany and Mozambique. 

Mr. Hans Jurgen Wischnewski summed 
up the SPD's position on this matter as 
follows: 

1. The SPD is opposed to ali colonialist 
and racist policies. 

2. The SPD is against arms supplies to 
Portugal. 

3. The SPD considers that colonialism 
is incompatible with the principies of the 
NATO Alliance. 

4. The SPD is ready to give humanitarian 
assistance to FRELIMO. 

ln a further phase of the discussions, the 
FRELIMO delegation asked that the SPD, 
consistent with its declared principies, 
should: 

a) Force the West German government 
to stop its arms supplies and other forms 
of military assistance to the Portuguese 
colonial government. 

b) Do everything in its power to force 
the West German companies which have 
investments in the colonies, especially in 

r . 
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Cahora Bassa, to withdraw. 

c) Put whatever support the SPD is 
willing to give FRELIMO on a politicai 
and not on a humanitarian basis. 

We explained our requests. There is ir-
refutable evidence that the West German 
government is continuing to give military 
support to Portugal. A large proportion 
of financial and technical participation in 
Cahora Bassa is from West Germany. 
Cahora Bassa, we explained, is a scheme 
aimed at creating conditions for the 
establishment in Mozambique ofhundreds 
of thousands of white settlers, who would 
act as a force against the liberation strug-
gle. Cahora Bassa has been condemned 
by the UN, by the OAU, by the World 
Council of Churches and indeed by ali 
progressive forces in the world. Support 
for Cahora Bassa is therefore an act of 
hostility against the Mozambican people, 
and precludes any possibility of our 
establishing friendly relations. 

Support for FRELIMO should be based 
on acceptance by the SPD that FRELIMO 
is right in its fight against Portuguese 
colonialism, that colonialism must be 
eradicated from Mozambique, and that 
therefore this support should not be con-
ditional and «humanitarian» but global, 
politicai, as is already the case with other 
Social Democratic Parties in Europe and 
also with the Dutch Government, whose 
Minister for Development Aid, Mr. Pronk, 

stated on July 2nd, 1973: "The 

Dutch Government is going to give sup-
port to the liberation movements because 
it wants to speed up the process of 
decolonisation in the territories occu-
pied by Portugal, and not for «humani-
tarian reasons». " 

The SPD rejected the FRELIMO requests. 
It refused to commit itself to a move to 
stop military supplies to Portugal (it must 
be recalled that the SPD is the ruling 
party in the FRG). On the Cahora Bassa 
issue, it stated that this project will be 
useful to· independent Mozarnbique, and 
that it would not do anything to force 
West German companies to withdraw. lt 
insisted that its support should be con-
fined to giving FRELIMO «humanitarian 
aid». 

The SPD position on Cahora Bassa is 
particularly serious since it shows great 
contempt for our personality and so-
vereignty. The SPD wants to teach us, 
the Mozarnbican people, what is good for 
us. 

The FRELIMO delegation returned, having 
found out that at this stage, at least, 
there are no grounds for co-operation 
with the SPD. The SPD does not in fact 
live up to its anti-colonial statements. 
Moreover, it is FRELIMO's position that 
we cannot establish relations with any 
organisation except on a correct politica] 
and moral basis. 

The W. German people express their solidarity with the peoples of the Portuguese colonies 
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W. German 
firm helps 

Portugal 

build 
planes 

zurlch, Wednesday. 
PORTUGAL Is bulldlng lts !lrst 
alrcraft factory wlth help from 
a west German flrm whose 
planes formed the nucleus of 
Hitler's alr force 1n World war 
n, accordíng to a newspaper 
report here. 
The •Neue Zurcher zeltung' 

sald that the factory, which is 
belng built at Beja, will provide 
employment to more than 1,000 
workers and cost about 200 mil-
lion escudos (60 mllliorv'-). 
The West German firm, Mes-

serschmitt Werke, wm render 
financial and technical as-
sistance, the paper said. 
Messerschmitt' s past ln ti mate 

association with fascist milita-
rlsm - its fighter planes play-
ed an lmportantpart1nH1tler's 
attempt at world conquest-sug-
gests that the project is con-
nected with production of mlll-
tary rather than cl vlllan a ir-
craft. 
The report is the second major 
embarrassment for Chancellor 
WUly Brandt's Social Demo-
cratic party ln recent weeks, 
followlng SPD's unsuccessful at-
tempt to persuade Frelimo to 
accept lts aid. The first was 
the Pentagon' s disclosure in 
August that for the past three 
years Fortuguese fighter pilots 
have been receivlng tralning at 
us bases ln West Germany, 
The factory project and 

the pllot trainlng facilitles are 
examples of the kind of West 
German support for Portuguese 
fascism that 1nfluenced Fre-
limo's deciston to reject SPD 
ald. Mr. Brandt's party said it 
dld not approve of such support 
but 1t would not commH Hself 
to forctng the government to 
end tt. 

DAILY NEWS, Thursday, 

October 4, 1973. 

I 
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FRELIMO AT 

THE YOUTH FESTIVALS 

Tunisian and Mozambican youth march together at the Festival. 

TONIS 
The Festival in Tunis was 
attended by more than 4.500 
youths representing 38 Afri-
can countries. lts importance 
lies in the fact that so many 
young people from different 
parts of Africa showed such 
strong unity on a progressive 
basis -they were unanirnous 
in their condemnation of colo-
nialism, neo-colonialism and 
imperialism and in upholding 
the construction of a pro-
gressive society, as expressed 
in their support for the li-
beration movements, for the 
struggle of the Independent 
countries to regain contra! of 
their national wealth, for the 
development of a national 
economy and culture and for 
the struggle for women's 
emancipation. 

22 

The FRELIMO stand in Tunis. 

A hundred young FRELIMO 
militants coming from ali 
Provinces of Mozambique and 
engaged in ai! sectors of acti-
vity -cadres, fighters, pupils, 
teachers, nurses, photogra-
phers, etc.  -played an active 
and enthusiastic part in two 
important intemational events 
in July and August. The 
first, which was held in Tunis 
from 15 to 22 July, was the 
First Pan African Youth Festi-
val; the second, the Tenth 
World Festival of Youth and 
Students, took place in Berlin 
from July 28 to August 5. 

1 . 
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Our aim in participating in 
these Festivais was first of 
ali to express the Mozambi-
can people's solidarity with 
the struggle of other oppres-
sed peoples of Africa and the 
world. Also to reaffirm our 
total involvement in the com-
mon struggle of World Youth 
for freedom from colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and imperia-

lism, and to express our con-
viction of the need to rein-
force this front. We also 
wished to exchange experien-
ces - to learn from other 
people's revolu tions and to 
put at their disposal the ex-
periences we have gained in 
the fields of armed struggle 
and in building a new society. 

The FRELIMO You th Dele-
gation participated essentially 
in the following activities: 

- active participation in 
forums, seminars, sympo-
siums and solidarity meetings; 

exhibitions of photos 
paintings, cartoons and cap-
tured weapons; 

presentation of dance 
troupe; 

bilateral meetings with 
other delegations. 

BERLIN 
One of the central themes of 
the Berlin You th Festival, 
which was attended by 25,000 
youths plus 500,000 youths 
from the G.D.R., was "Youth 
Condemns Imperialism". The 
delegations from Mozambique, 
Vietnam, the Soviet Union, 
France, Chile, Japan and the 
U.S. presented reports on the 
crimes committed by im-
perialism -massacres, wars of 
aggression, the militarist and 
fascist regimes which it sets 
up and protects, subversive 
activities against popular re-
gimes, the creation of centres 

of tension through military 
bases, brutal exploitation of 
the working class etc. 

FRELIMO, the MPLA and the 
PAIGC held a large exhibition, 
again on the theme "The 
People of Mozambique, An-
gola and Guiné and Cape 
Verde accuse Imperialism". 
Our three delegations showed 
photos, sculptures and films. 
The inscriptions on the cap-
tured weapons and on the 
wreckage of planes shot down 
by our fighters provided clear 
evidence of the imperialist 
participation in our wars, as 
well as our people's success 
in the liberation fight. 

Visitors to our display in Berlin see the wreckage of a Fiat G-91 aircraft shot 
down by FRELIMO. 
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poem 

To the Politicai Commissars, sowers of the Revolution. 

and comrades carne 
who spoke with strong voices 
stronger than ali the words 

which we ignored 
the words struck sparks 

and we were the powder 
the words explained the burden of the company 

and the company bent our backs 
the words were like whips 
flaying our blindness 
and in the words we understood. 

Comrades carne 
who spoke patiently 
with more patience than ali our mothers. 

They brought conduct and words Iike seeds 
and we were the land 
and the bosses 
were the rain that makes the hatred grow. 

The examples, the words, 
like lights in the night 

showed us the way 
a long and hard path on which many would fali, 

but nothing 
is so long as the contract 
nor as hard as the mine 
while the hunger for cotton 

has condemned us to death already. 
ln the words we understood. 

Comrades carne 
with words like grenades, 

leaving splinters of ideas in our minds 
breaking walls of ignorance 

and patient 
and strong 
lllld constant 
they explained 

and in the words we discovered the  truth. 
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