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Editorial Notes:

The World Communist Conference
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mankind. The confere brought log
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world-wide celebrations of the 100th anniversary of the
birth of that towering genius of the Communist movement,
Vladimir Ilitch Lenin. The stirring ‘address’ adopted on this
memorable centenary rightly calls not only for the populari-
sation of the facts of Lenin's great contributions to human
liberation, but also for the distribution and study of his
immortal writings on a mass scale.

ewise the documents on Vietnam. the Pea
and other written records of this Conference constitute a
guide to action to anti-imperialists of all countries. Apart
from its records the fact of its I|<|\-'mg. taken place suceess-
fully, evercoming so many diffieul along the wi and
uniting cleser than ever so many milllons of C ammunists,
wguard of the world's working people, w itself a
mph; a shattering blow to imperialism: an earnest that
this preatest of all r:'\'nhllim\:u',\' movernents of human

appeal

J |Iiug u]l Vi 5 ..r ohpartunism,

\c\'c arg proud that our owh Slm h African Communist
Party, ag well s other Mas t T’zu ties of the Afrl-
can continent played an onven=
ing this comfiten ]||('p ring its - [| participal

ing in §
ingly strive for the U

nns |n|u reality

People's Power in Sudan
Imperialisam and loeal reaction sl
the Sudan on 25th May when, ba
g the population and in the

ed a sharp setback in
ked by powerful force

erthrow of

tions of the




te put an end to unemployment;

fight inflation;

ensure eompulsory elemen edusation;

adopt a new demoeratic eonstitution

achicve a peaceful normalisation of the situation in the

South.

The Democratic Republic of the Sudan will consolidate
relations with all states fighting against imperialism and
strengthen its ties with the United Arab Republic

The new Cabinet reflects the broad basis of the revolution-
ary mevement. Ik covers a wide spectrum of demoes
. Among the new Cabinet Minis
ang, whose article on the South-
udan appeared in the last issue of The African Com-

 of revol d pre-
Zouncil of the Rl'\.nluuon headed by the
i armed foress, -Gask

A radio sp lla calied far national
¥ behind rfifient and made - passionate
indictment against-the ‘five lean years' of rule by reaction-

ary party politicians wh
tion for personal ends,
of the first acts of the revolution 'y government was
fo disperse the undemocratically elected ‘Constituent As-
sembly’ which was plotting to saddle the ecountry with a
wary so-called ‘Islamic Constitution’

All reactionary, bourgeois and feudalist parties have be
bar » including the former government pa the se
styled United Democratic Party, the UMMA Par ¥, the Mos-
lem Brotherhood and the sccessionist Southern Parties,
'BANLI Front’, whose 1i
i exposed In our last issue.

hiad exploited the people’s revolu-

svolutionary
» trade unfons,

ns. A br
| armed feo

Sudan
pressed the

s had ex-




Swilt measures were taken to replace suspected officers at
all levels of the army with those loyal to the revolution

It would be hard to overestimate the significance for
African revolutlon of these radical developments in this
huy ren of Afriea, populated by 14 million souls, and bord-
ering on Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia, Chad, the Central African
Republic, Congo-Kinshasa, Lgand'\ and Imn

No doubt the in i with lc
will do eve \lhm;( in their power to wb\'t.rl I’u\n]es Sudan
from within and without. We look to the leaders and the
masses for the utmost i

the 5 of 25th Ma
forces in Africa to render our Sudanese brothers the utmost
support,
Socialist Germany
Within a lew days of its establishment. the revolutionary

udan established diplamatic relations

atie Republie, i

1|f-| in what is bound 1o be
ey

3 lh( Buillyin,
ught through i is > |J prevent ﬂl\_\'
initicn by ot sociallst German

On Tth Oct
rates the twenticth ry of its foundation. This was
event of deep significance for Africans and other free-

ber the €

. We re-
st Ger-
rd today by Hitler's former
lique in the Republic of South
ster’s ally, the Federal German
forward those evil traditions of Ger-
nged o nns of present-day

Africa. We are
Republic, i




But there was al s another Germany: working class
Germany, the mortal enemy of German imperialism and
staunch friends of Africans and all oppressed peoples, the
Germany of K'ul. Ma F‘r;der]ck Engels, August Bebe]
Wilhelm Liebk [l& g, Karl Lichk
Ernst Thilmann, Wilhelm I’I(\k Otto Grotewochl and Walter
bricht.

1t is this other Germany that finds its expression in the
present-day German Democratic Republic, the first socialist
state of the German natlon. During the past twenty vears,
this state has made giant's strides, transforming the lives of
the working people, and standing firmly on the side of peace
and relentle: ruggle, together with the Soviet Union &
other countries of the socialist community, against imper-
ialism and its war provocations.

It is this Germany which has given and is giving evidence
ol its concrete snpport and assistanee for A nd other
newly-independent st nd for the Iu,hl
movements of bur people.

From Africa, therefore, we send warmest gieel
German Demoeratic Rapublic. Long live Socialist

Zambia in the Front Lines

IN ZAMBIA'S rece
pendence in 1964

dence Party (UNIF) won 81 out of
The so-called Af National Congre:
by Nkumbula won 23 of the
to an independent candidat
their seats. Muni stricted leader
e the fact that

ce inde-
the governing United National ]ndem -

ger

he campalgned

Local reaction is working hard to weaken the 1\‘<\dllh1llu‘
of UNIP and thus pl nto the hands of impe
its agentz and allies, t ite minority regimes
Africa. It is significant that all three Ministers who were
defeated we t g in constituencies in Barotseland —
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which borders on Angola and Namibia (South West Adlriea),
In this province Nkumbula's opposition party won 8 of the
ten seats. Barotseland was long an undeveloped labour
reseTvoir South African mines and agriculture,

Soon after ind . in aceordance with QAT 4,
to isolate South Africa, Zambia banned all reeruitment of
labour for mines and farms in that country — it was this
hich no doubt caused some temporary hardship,
together with the fanning of tribal and local diffe CTICES,
which enabled the oppesition to make some headway in
Barotseland, But more sinistér forees are at work,

Portuguese violations against Zambia are becoming daily
oceurrences. Threats against Zambian independence gre
rumbling from Pretoria, on the grounds that Zambia is
allegedly encouraging African freedom lighters in Zim-
babwe — it would indeed he strange if any independent
Afriean § fail i ¥ bo assist liberation
tooge, Banda of Ma-
mnbian territory.

in Southern Afri
s object it s struggling
n and showing § ased vigil
wtuguese and white minority ¢
be done

gimes. But much

able from that of
ern Alrica whose

mentally directed against
the mainstay of the oppressiv
X lependence and freed

B will extend to
the withdrawal of Zambian army cadres from British

1n




balanced ag 2 t

departing British officers with Italian ones. Zambia is
already to buy military helicopte om Italy waorth nearly
E1 million sterling. In mid-January President Kaunda stated
London his intention to recruit British men to fight
Zambia.

asing  her with NATO powers, Zambia
]mnlmg her potential to advance to complete and genuins
national independence and to throw her full weight
i tht for Southern African liberation, key 1o
dvance as a whole.

Let our People go!

nds of Seuth African political prisoners ave still
rotting in jails, thmmdh]c' condilisns, on Hobben
ud ather prh itu- ently a
smuggled fr

last “four

mainly '.hl'cm;_-,h m-p perieet) u\n ||.‘llt‘|

tention  to lhe extr ‘Il.ldl‘qll\lh

The recen ter his

: Tong
d, although he will
rest and is restricted

term of Ihu.c'

thousands whe still remain i
of lawle:

image of a

these
arrest and other form
present & totally
Tiberal’ turn in its poli

restrietion. It hopes to
hiened" and

e of the

The real pleture is shown by the bry
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strike, in March, of 3,00 Durban African dockwork
demanded better pay and conditions, of the stusde
strations. The real pieture was revealed by Police Ministe
Muller, when he & aled in Parliament that over
thousand specially trained police from the Republic were

s who
:nt demon-

Africans and t} 0 ue o
Il their might the demand for
all political prisone
recent M

South

cution
by the

salutes our gallant
ind and other prisons,




Resolutions of the African Nal

nal Congress

fAdopied at Moragoro,

it My, 1969.)

frican National Congress
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The order of the day is:

CLOSE RANKS!

O.R. TAMBO

Acting President - Ganeral
African National Cangrass
South Africa




Moulding the Revolution

THE MOROGORO CONFERENCE OF THE AFRICAN MATIONAL
CONGRESS

April 25— May 1, 1969

The Consultative Conference of the African National
Congress held at Morogoro in Tenzania was perhaps the
rmost |e-m.u kable, eritd nd declsive in the {
the A, N. C. which began in 1912, The Confercne
well described as one of Total Mobilisation for the
Demeeratic Revolution in South Africa. Taking place at
time of crucial moment for the development of the armed
struggle and in the internal life of the libe
il emer; r-cut- politieal direeti
igivns whe energelie and
Pl will, undouk |
masses of our country Tar along
conquest of people's pawer,

‘onference made importent changes in'th
administration of the ANC. A new _and
Executive Committee was elected; a R
was created representativ

ged with the
and the full mobili
revolution. Changes were
nal solidarity work, T
tribute was |
oped. It was
tion and e
SWAPO.
Certainly
had led t

had per-
ing and spread
whelming and

haps speculated o ans or conf
ing were bitterly disappointed.
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unanimeus will of the conference al Morogore was for Unity
within the Ranks; for rededication to Congress and its
capable leader, Acting President-General O. R. Tambe; for
determined concentration on the central task develop-
ment of the armed struggle, the organisation of the revolu-
tion to free our country,

More than zeventy dele ame to Morogor
among them were velerans of the struggle, personified by
the towering presence of ‘Uncle J. B’ Marks. There were the
emissaries who had carried the m = of the ANC, to
every corner of the five continents, “1 had exposed apart-
heid mercilessly at the United Nations and won solidarity
for our people at innumerable meetings in Afrviea, Asia,
Europe, North and South America, Present too for the
first thme as fully participating delegates and not only as
bearers of fraternal messages — were outstanding leaders
of the partners of the Congress Alliarce; the Indian and
Coloured Peaple’s Congres and the revolotionary work-
in; ngs mpvernent; tried revolutionaries of the ealibre of
D, Yusul Dadoo, Reg. Septer

But e all, Movagoro w
youth of South| Afri delegations: from ‘the w
campments of \the liberation army,; Umkhdnto we Sizwe,
and among them men who had seen on at Wankle and

agements of the ZAPU-ANC military o
ainst the joint forces of the Smith and Vorster regimes,
who had seen the sel led white *supermen’ turn tail and
and who knew that victory can and shall be won. It
- presence, thelr mood of revolutionary urgency
iee and their demands which prevailed at Morogoro;
iority for the armed struggle and the
e and abroad, their
demand for changed str e =t the needs of the
of the wmluug\n. for new <|nd higher standards
onal conduct of all in the movement,

The conference was opened formally on April 25th in the
presence of distinguished visitors, Mr. G. Magombe, Execu-
tive Secretary of the OAU Libe n Committee brought
greetings, as did Mr. A, SBwal, TANUT ¢ of External
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Alfairs, My, J. J. Nambuta, of the National Union of Tan-
ganyika Workers, Mr. Amadou N'Diaye of the All-Afrlcan
Trade Union Federation, spokesmen of ZAPU, MPLA,
PAIGC and FRELIMO, local leaders and others. The Moro-
gore Training College students provided a guard of honour
for delegates entering the hall, and dressed in their green
and bladk uniforms, greeted the delegates with national and
revolution: songs — to which the ANC delegates res-
ponded suitably in kind,

OFEN AND DEMOCRATIC DISCUSSION

Then followed the days of open. frank and democratic dis-
eussion in which every aspect of the policy, tactics and work
of the liberation movement were subjected to searching
review,
ship,
ing decds r.r Iho A NC Z.-\ T guer ]]|H ag) mml th enemy
forees., But it wak il one of ung
all the main
strategy, s
examined and
of the pr
demoeratie revolution.

It is important to remember the badtground
bates. Since the banning of the ANC in 1860,
nges have ccourred. Umbkhonto w
section of the liberation movement, was founded, the
otage campaign launched inside country, and large
numbers of volunteers were enrolled for military training
and formation outside the country in tion for their
return, The External Mission of the ANC was sent out of the
country, with the backing of the other tners of the
Congress Alliance, to put the case against apartheid before
the court of world opinion, and to mol » support and soli-
darity for our people's fight

There can be no doubt t re seen striking
achievements. For the first time in history dur Seuth
African liberation movement has created an armed force

iding demands
dthe national

he de-
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capable of engaging the enemy and inspiring a nation-wide
mass insurrection against white domination which must end
in victory. Moreover, due to the eorrect policy of the ZAPU-
ANC military alliance, units of this army have already
entered into action and demonstrated their capacity to sur-
vive and to inflict heavy casualties on the enemy.

These accomplishments are the more striking in that they
took place against a background of mounting terror and
repression at heme; the enactment of the 'Sabotage’ and
‘Terrorism’ Laws, The introduction of imprisonment with
out trial during which Congressites were interrogated under
grussome tortures made public political activity of the trad-
itional type virtually impossible. ]iouv} blows were inflicted
on the leadership in the ‘Rivon
other trials. Repeated bannings of their leading =
brought the public funclioning of the Indian and Coloured
Congresses and the Congress of Trade Unions to a tempor-

funetions, of léadership and organisalion which had pre-
viously' been-borne by the underground leadership within
the courntry.

tever the achievements, however, the mounting tempao
of the struggle had pitilessly revealed weaknesses
tures, emphases and style of work of the move-
ment which urgently called for correction. Political activity
and information was lacking, especially at g roots level;
the virtual collapse of the old Alliance machinery had left
gap which resulted in a failure to integrate all revalution-
s in the work of the movement: a dangerous chasm was
the leade nd the rank-and-file
which provided tendencies foreign
to the spirit of These
objective facts ren v Morogorn Conferenee urgently
timels est achievement of
that Ce d a basis for the consolidation
of the Al at a higher level than ever
by inaugurs ching changes called for by the
present ph 1 African Revolution.

ar
opening up betwe

1%




UNITED ON POLICY

The Conference unanimously approved the main policy do-
cuments before it; the political report of the National Exe-
cutive, a reassessment and reaffirmation of the Freedom
Charter, the olutlonary programme of the ANC,
analysis of the Strategy and Tactics of the movement at this

pm- 1 South AL
¥ ically this is the most advanced country on
the continent. ‘But its wealth has been and is produced by
the most ruthless exploitation of African labour. Cheap

labour and vast natural resources are the basis for what is
now an imperialis h Africa.’

“The country has made spectacular advances in the indus-
trial fleld... The ‘\I'mcm.z] Ircome was estimated at about
£ 2356 mi iflion in 1961, i nearer £4,000
million. Although the mining industry continues-to be the
main prop of coonamic expansion by reason-of its supreme
vulee as fureiy mzeulacluring industry is
contributing o bigger ‘and| bigger share of the national in-
eome.’

“The growth o
he

dusiry ‘has been accompanicd b\' asw |ft
s of the industrial pr
ally. Of great significance is the
the proportion of Afri fed in the manu-
facturing industries is growi 1 non-whites const-
itute almost B0 per cent of the w . The numbe
of wage-earners in our country, imludmg mining, manu-
fagturing and sultural workers amount to over 6 mil-
lion. ... people now dependent for their livelihood on the
selling of their labour power constitute the majority
of the South African adull population,’
The Report points out that, although the labour of the
non-white people has been a major factor in the economic
progress of the country, they have not benefitted accord-
mply




the second world war to 19 per eent lud.ur The tconomic
development i% not based on an Increase
tlon and more lberal labour or wage poli
prosperity exists only for the
exploitation

Rreatly infl
tely

e The so-called
privileged and s bosed on
labour and the inflation of already
i profits resulting therefrom. 'Tlu:u- is absolu-

fom the reformist thes
n our country will enter an
consumption and the granting of political reforms by the
white minority,
Africans and other non-whites, taken in the mass, are ge
an even smaller share of the national an  they
twenty years ago, The present high economic activity is ba
precisely on the oppression and the exploitation of

tes and those who benefit thereby can harvdly be L-xuuuul
ate changes. Only a revolutionary struggle waged by the
ses of the people can bring about meaningful changes,

The report briefly discuss developments among the
white political parties. Under Vorster, the N:ulirmzlli-.-t Pa:
continues to inu-n-sirv |hq_- TEpr

% p

represented by the Velhg e (g 1\r,.hh

(diehard) factions are not based on pringiple:

over hu w white supremacy can be mest elffective
T'h:

concerning r
secking a o
attainment of

theid and the
e for the

among
in Par-
‘middle

d, Thus

BANTUSTAN FRAUD

The economic changes and growth experienced in the re
the country, the Report poind , have not been reflec
in the ‘Reserv atherwise knov Bantu homel
officially, and popularly as 'Bantustans’). “Thes
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subsistence farming remain reservoirs of labour for the rest
of the economy. In the last five years, the Reserves, with a
population of over 4 million have had just under 2,000 new
jobs ereated in them. This ludicrous situation illustrates the
bankruptey of the policy of ‘Separate Development,

Analysing the recent Transkei election — in which the
rlummdnl Transkei National Independence Party headed by
ser Matanzima received 200,000 votes as against 400,000
votes for its opponents, but got 28 out of the 45 elective
seals, — the report comments;

In apite of the i ion 400 which

state of emergency in the Transkei; the restriction of [mlltu'al
and the of the to
and does not constitute
hirds of those who ||:|
A Jl~<l Matanzima and his group. The
even bother to participate s

The government still claims to be pursuing the Bantustan

policy in other p 'Thv L‘I\ku T‘e-: r:lm-i;ﬂ

Authority now h

Chief Justie d

n.lur.u'd in J's\\-anll.md But lhele
i N

sertous

nalyst t
the country’s problems is-a hopeless failur
as a means of deception and propaganda.’
however, its eff should not be undere
sounding titles ries, ministerial houses, t g and busi-
ness opportunities were bound to attract some groups in
the eountry. The effects of Bantu Edumuun and the inten-
sive racialistie, ethnic i i

forth by the local Ms (.ma numerous
fancy journals, and proedu social grouping that
eould be the basis of a compradore, collaborator class.

ganda spewed

Wel, over and over again, the Government is foreed by
the logic of its anti-African policy n[ oppression to act even
against the potential collaborato It promised that only
Africans would be allowed to trade in segregated townships,
= next thing s the edict that all African traders must
ave the urban areas and proceed to the homelands in the

B
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Reserves, This means ruin to the very traders wha had been
so anxious to sing hallelujahs and hurrahs to the govern-
ment.'

As with the Africans, so with the Indian and Coloured
communities, ‘As the network of the Indian and Coloured
Affairs Departments spreads, the real rights and opportun-
itics become narrower. Oppression, restrictions, fear have
been intensified.'

MILITARISATION

The real intentions of the fascist government are to be seen
in the spectacular inerease in military and security budgets.
Defence estimates have jumped from 44 million rand in
1960/61 to 255 million rand in 1966/87. In the same period
police expenditure has risen from B 36 million to R 86 mil-
lion.

The Becur 11\' Council embargo on the sale of arms to
South Africa has not been effective. Some ountries, like
France, have ignored it. Others| have eo-operated in the
building of avms factories in South Afriea with Foreign
capital and tethnlgues, under-licence fiom such firms as
Britain's L&, ¥N of Belgium and Panhard of France,
1's| white minerity is behaving as if she is in-
ratlons for a large-scale war, For the first
1 introduced for whites,
e of 17 all white males have to undergo nine
{ military training, the first period being twelve
months, “This is the burden South Afr i
itself as the gendarme of imperialism in Africa’

However, South Africa is not the un; able fortress of
¢ domination painted b\ propagand
nd quiet pr g ONArY Organ-
yming the problems of working
Thousands of leaflets have been dl-nllblllc-
try calling on :hr- |x_op]t- to rr|L1r||>(' and resist
sedom Day (June 26
showed thei

jion:
out on strike
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ing example of courage and revolulionary spirit; and the
non-white doctors electrified the country by their militant
protest against unequal pay — they receive about half the
salaries paid to white doctor:

'‘Our people know,” the Report continues, ‘that the forces
nI the ZAPU/ANC alliance are fighting in Zimbabwe." That
it spells doom for the state of white supremacy and
apartheid, In the words of the Acting President-General:

South Africa... has been drawn fully into armed con-
ton with our i ¥ forces, It is clearly only

a matter of time before this confrontation spreads itsell

to the valleys, mountains and bush of South Africa. There

is nothing whatever that can halt the spread of the revo-

Tution to every part of Southern Africa ...

The tasks of the ANC and the movement are to mobilise the
entire people inside the country; lo intensify the armed
2, to find the correct strategy and tactics, “This in-
volves a correct assessment of the strength and weaknesses
of tho enemy and its imperialist allies; as well &8 our own
strength and) weaknesses, our potestis t of the
whaole anti-imperialist Topeos

THE IMPERIALIST CAMP

Our immediate enemies, the white fascist regime in South
Africa, are an importa 1 part of the impe
camp. Inter ists' main Pl
today is a desperate attempt |u em the anti-colonialist r
mlutlon and to regain lhll former positions of pumlc.ul

and mili over the peoples of the
woarld. '[‘o .|<1m-u- thieir nhu-rl-vu- they have embarked upon
a global tionary and brutal counter-attack
against |J||JI..H‘5-[M.‘ govern utionary liber-
ation movements,

theds o
on; the use of ‘springbonrds’
in the Middle

A is the k md fortr
3. It 18 of vital economic and st

5 pm-
uI-s such




in the whole global strategy of imperialism,” The imperialists
subvert antl impm]allsl governments; hmder l‘ne progress
of developing through

levers; support reactionary and puppet regimes in Africa,
Asia and Latin America. They seck to assassinate
revolutionaries of which the murder of Comrade Eduardo
Mondlane of Frelimo is the maost cont  example,
Imperialist agents foment splits and desertions in the ranks
of liberation and progressive organisations; they
slander the liberation movements and create spurlouq stooge
organisations such as the PAC; they bribe spies, informers
and tors to ey to wredk liberation movements,

But this ‘frantic counter-offensive’ can and will be de-
feated by ‘the united force of popular, progressive and revo-
lutions states and organisations.! Despite their massive
military and economic potential, the imperialists are weak
politically and incapable of real unity among themselves
because of thair constant econgmic rivaley, “The rise of the
antl-imperiglist revolution iz constantly undermining the
false image of their superiority,’

The shattering .md Inemiliating b]mw inf

cted on the US
of the leading
and most aggressive apitalism, ‘which
to the wast masses of the people spelis ignorance, disease
and poverty' is discredited throughout the ‘third world';
the anti-Communist campaign through which, the
imperialists try to justify all their crimes. Imperialism is
increasingly facing inner crises and divisions.

ANTI-IMPERIALIST MOYEMENT

The main reason for the crises of imperis
report, is the growing might of the anti

‘the united struggle and efforts of all anti-imperiz
rganisation and individuals throughout the world
broad movement composed of people with different
|m||lu.=] beliefs, of different races and colours, from different
walks of life, bul who ed by their hatred of the evils
of imperialism and their firm belief in national independ-
ence, genuine democracy, race harmony and peace,
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The pillars of the anti-imperialist movement are the So-
viet Union and other socialist states, in alliance with the
progmssn.rz atates in Africa, Asia ond Latin America, the
lib in countries which
are still under coloniol or white minority rule, and the
democratic forces in the imperialist countries themselves.
Unity of all progressive forces against imperialism and the
mobilisation of the vast masses of the people into a united
anti-imperialist front will constitute a mighty and invincible
foree for the destruction of imperialism.

Already the liberation meovements have won great vie-
tories, Within less than ten years the number of independent
African states has reached 41; colonialism has been ouilawed
as an ideology. These victori u--: grew out of the growing
strength and unity of the soci fes; the growth of
militant and determined liberation movements in the colo-
nial countries; ‘the growing unity of all- anti-imperialist
forces; the conflicts\and rivalries between differént imperia-
and the inn s within ‘each imperi
country and the fight of we and sther democratic
forcu; w'zlh'm thi

\amr\. within the ranks of the anti
has ‘spurred the imper
Africa, Asia and Latin Ameriea’

Finterested in the
i he success of the
struggle in South Africa, its duration and cost in human life.
depend to a great extent upon the solidarity, strength and
unity of the a mperialist for

THE AFRICAM REVOLUTION

The polit report th
revolution. Pointing o frican \latmnal C um.le- 5
of South Afriea was a pioneer in the fight for all-Af
emancipation, ‘the tutor, guide and inspirer of many a Imdﬂ
and organisation in parts of Africa \\hlch have now att
national independenc
that (not without r




are colebrating the dawn of freedom and political independ-
ence, their brothers in the South are suffering ever worse
repression, oppression and exploitation, Neverthless the
Africans of the South are tly lortified and encouraged
by these developments; more determined than ever to defeat
the enemy and win power, however high the eost.

The African Revolution has shattered the myth of white
superiority; African states have tilted the balance against
the imperialists in world forums. The independent states
have allocated massive funds for education and health ser-
vices; proceeding rapidly 1o Ar. icanise the civil services and
lay the foundations of and build up
their power in every field.

Yet the African states embark on independence with a
terrible leg: of colonial rule; and the imperialists eontinue
lc} hamper their development. The establishment of the Or-

frican Uity is one of the most hopeful sym-

[ ]

boh of Afvitan aspltations and determination 1o secure a
proper plage for our jcontinent in the world, 1t has, despite
certain weaknesses in the QAU and some of its constituent

. gred pported the liberation movements, Especial
tribute'is paid by the ANC to the help rendered by Zambia,

Tanzanis, the United Arab Republic and Algeria ‘who have
been cur mainstay through many a difficulty.

It is not only solidarity with oppressed Africans which
should cause African states to support our struggle; for the
situation in Southern Africa is a menace to African security.
The extent of milit: mll.abm:\lin.. I.n-l\\'w)u lhv “amiLh

H
1 fotces: besides. their massive presense in Rio-
desia, where they outnumber those of the Smith |r;.|mc
re uundm:nm{ mil i i

al meet at lmat once a month.'

more  dangerous
Br 1, France, West

hr'\' have deliberately tried to build
L -ulh .\run in particular into a ford
i the last outpost of imperialism in

holy )’\Ill'\"ln
5

Southern Africa
of racialism and




and a ready springhoard to endanger the soversignty of
n states and threaten world peace. South Afriea is
ure house of the imperialists but more than that it i
of their most important strategic military bases and ally
Elobal strategy directed against the forces of national libera-
tion, democra peace,

Britain, in partlcu]ar is gullw oI - h hind a -s!m\kc-mrwn
of d ion of Rhod T Rho-
desia as a ‘buffer state for mm::’ part of a reactionary iron
belt barrier’ for the Republic of South Africa. ‘In pouring
their forces into Zimbabwe the Vorster regime was trying
to solve one problem but in fact created numerous others.
'I'I!e b.’\m.- of South African
£ the defence of
Js Jmmz ,t-c military f
line of defence over a
allow

milita gists is that by
ica the fascist - regime

rie
that the guerill
happens; g

that ‘the rnl‘m.\ By
terms, comple is we nead to [.lllmh he struggle
at home,

To this end, thie ZAPU/ANC alliance must be consolidated
and extended to include FRELIMO. MFLA and SWAPO.
Such the prinetpal politieal burden of the political re-
port. Develop the struggle at home; hasten the return of the
trained freedom-fighters: strengthen the ties with our
Friends abroad

Special empl d in the
received from the Liberation Commitlee of the O.A U,
though this body's unfortunate sponsorship of the PAC has
not in any way helped the struggle.

Thie s
have bl‘l‘ll firm
liber: struggle in Sou
Republic. Bulgaria and Pe
Thl'“. w1< rr

v support already

close Lo our revolutionary steug
‘cemented by Mahatma Gandhis dirteet

ciation
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Wwith our country’) and other countries which have rendered
exceptional support for South Africa’s liberation. ‘“We have
received much support from China in our struggle. Hemm]g
through no fault of the ANC this support has been with
held,” Tribute was also paid to the support rendered to the
fight against Apar theid from the Scandinavian coun\ru_ﬁ and
to the growing number of pecple in the Statia,

sewhere who vigorously oppose the
tained by their ruling circles, of aiding and ab-
etting apartheid.

D

prving of particular recognition “wherever revolution-
a gather” are the achievements of the people of Vietnam.
'This iz & people that waged an incredible war of liberation
for over twenty years. With unflagging determination and
fie the heroic Vietnamese have written a chapter of
history that will never be forgotten

While ting | greater
the armed  struggle bnd under,
movement, must contir i
South Alsdcan Hevuolulion s one doowlic
tors play -and-will eontinue to § a very large role” con-
eluded this section of the Report
politiesl level and dynamic centent of the report
also the other main documents of the confer-
ence. The paper on the Freedom Charter takes a fresh look
at thiz famous d the common programm
al C 1 its allies, includi

eantr

nd attentlon on

invalidate some pi
-\|[||la||£..h the C!

isions of the Charter
was adopted 14

Charter may
age. But what
es to be achieved and
put into £ nnot be done until state power
has been d from the faseist South Afriean govern
ment and transferred to the rew i ces led by
the ANC
The documen nbegy and
ing armed struggle in South Afr

is even m
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ional context 'of transition to the socialist system, of the
breakdown of the colonial system as a result of national
liberation and socialist revolutions, and the fight for social
and eeononomic progress by the people of the whele world
It briefly reviews the history of the decision to embark on
armed struggle in 1961, and some of the pertinent practical
and organisational problems which must be solved.
The Morogore Conference ilself was the culmination of an
unprecedent] ide and deop discussion held throughout the
mgvement, and
supporlers p, decuments and criticisms
flowed in to |nt‘ preparatory committee; all found their
reflection en the conference floor moli There, the fullest
]I apoke

policy n:lc-.ILd in
principled and comradely discus

Some [riends of aur revelulion may have fea 5 our
enemies no doubt hoped) that decp-ranging and search-
ing debate would open up divisi hin_the. movement,
accentuate and harden those alr exclsting, T
hopes proved 1) he compl ded. [The
as-iLgreat healing
afothier ;

ver

anted suspicions

high nate of

orogoro ended on
the mo nt, of all revolutionaries, on a higher plane than
¢ .wlumr-. were expressed for all in the inspiring clos-

g address by the Acting President-Gener

BEWARE THE WEDGE-DRIVERS

These are the or rlw-.
to our youth,

30, ‘o our people:
. These are the
es from this Con-

Wage relentless war against disruptors and enemy agenis!
Defend the revolution against enemy propaganda, what-
ever form it takes!
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Be vigilant, comrades, The enemy is vigilanl, Bewa
wedge driver! Men who crecp from car to car, driving
wedges among us; who go round creating splits and di
slons.

Beware the wedge-driver! Watch hix poisonous tongue!

0. R Tambo expressed complete confidence in the future of
the African revolution. “We have no right to lose £

in the certainty of victory, We have our c

gallant leade ome of whom have laid down their lives;
others among them languishing in many ]\ throughout
the country. They have not shrunk in of enemy
bullets; nor have they suceumbed to the bull\-lnj’ and
rassing tactica of jail warder

We of South Africa have taken charge of a sector that
vital to the suceess of the struggle against imperialism.
The whole of the reval ry forces of the world look
upon us to play onr role in this siroggle v internat-
ional duty is clear.
Let us march against the enamy!

and for victory in the g
aheadIt will be-for-the me
ber of every section of It,
g, Ar
tions are i .pll mented in :
whip, in the camps and on the battlefields.




Students in Revolt (11)

South African Students are Alive and Well
and not Unaffected by World Events
Alexander Sibeko

Apartheid’s bully-boy-in-chief, Prime Minister Vorster, likes
to refer to South Africa’s protesting students az ‘little pink
liberals’ who are ‘getting too big for their boots’ and are
being used by ‘communist agitators and forelgn clements’,
He has threatened ‘to send my boys in' to smash campus
protests, and has in fact done so several times. He has
warned, in that st
to nauseate most of South Afric
atudents h. no gelldiscipline
discipline, or if the univergities an tid = breause. of
student power ~— to do their duty, the State not enly has the
eight, but the duty to step in.

From such remarks|it is clear that South African students,
maore so even than their Western counterparts, are gxpocted
to adhere to thiat schoolrodn maxim ‘be seen but not heard’

or else! In the rigid and ruth power strueture of
apartheid ‘-m.\h Africa one might have expected them {
remain quies : yet the wonder of it all is that the present
HEner Black and sections of White e
in the proe y storming the ramparts of tradi
tional authori fanism and racist domination,

ot disciplinarian manner that has come

‘i

nd the werl the
nd if their parents h o
o

Students on the March

Student protests are not new
White students, moderate and Wmu-m or
over the ye opposed heid legi n in the univer-
sities and the consequent loss of academic freedom. Black
students, condemned te or system of education, and
an inferior existence, have been far it in their
resistance. However, nothing quite s of the
past year have been witnessed before. T sts should

o South Afrie

kL




not be seen as a mere continuation of those that have taken
place in previous years, for there are signs of a radicalisa-
tion amongst White alud.tnts which has not cxisted before
and needs to be explained. The militancy of Black students
has been reaffirmed, and although a tinyg minority of the
student population they arousing the correct responses
from the student movernent as a whaole,

Despite complex problems, the limitations imposed on
White student protests by their interests, the strict
control and regimentation of Black students, the enforeed
segregation of the groups from one another, and the ever-
present likelihood of a vicious crack-down by the State, the
demonstrations developing and growing. The Mafeje
controversy, the Fort Hare resistance and expulsions, police
mops on the Witwatersrand eampus and el
alyats and mII\-m« po|n|=
k. lown the Gove

arious campuses, and hay
unexpected as the angry May
on their rector's office.

Behind | the ‘demor
apartheid, is 4 growing | politics on the
part of the students involved, and the 'de ent of united
action_linking Black students |and -anti-apartheid White
students. This nationwide protest of the is moving
to a highes s student
demonstrations in support of, and timed to coincide with,
the threatened resignation from the hospital service by
Black doctors at the end of May, 1068,

The upsurge of student protest is significant and deserves
the support of all progres: T
place in a perlod of unpre
he national liberation movement of the African pmpln‘- (the

= force influencing evenls in South Af driven
[ e i (Iugr(-uncl the fact that such demon

and

1 has come as a surprise to man;
the student movement is going to bring ut the downfall
artheid. Mot by a long chalk, But current developments
such as the Durban dockworkers' strike, the

k doctors for equal pay with Whites, similar




from African rs and nurses, and the
student dizscontent, are all indieations that political protest
is by no means dead and has the appearance of developing
new forms. All this at a time when the traditional methods
of organising the masses have been savagely curtailed!
Although the South African revolution is on the threshold
of armed struggle — the only way of overthrowing apart-
heid repression and making South Africa free for all who
live in it — this certainly does not preclude or make irrele-
vant other forms of struggle. Rather, the dialectic of a
Feoples' War will accelerate the contradictions inherent in
apartheid and powerfully stimulat a8 struggle and oppo-
sition. We must bear this in mind when cssing any
protest from whatever gquarter in South Africa.
Black Stadents — White Studenis — Two South Afrieas
The composition of South African university students is so
waried that they cannot bBel considerdd as a single unit or
social group. The entire edu tem is compulsorily
segregated along r nd linguistic lines for all population
groups, with Turther) sub- leng ethnie and tribal
lines for Africans A set=up as foreign to the idea of a
university as ean be devised. OF 50,000 university students
{enrolment \with the University of Seuth Afelea “which offers
diggr by correspondence, is excluded) a mere 4000 are
Black who attend the five government-controlled tribal
colleges for African, Coloured and Indian students. The four
Bnglish-language universities, where White student protest
has been confined, have a student population of 20,000. The
Afrikaans language universities — there are now seven
have a combined enrolment of over 25,000.

Each of these groups acts in terms of the position it occuples
in the social structure of South African society. The privi-
lege and prosperity of White South Africa iz achieved at
the expense of the ruthless exploitation and discrimination
suffered by Black South Africa. This relationship is best
reflected by the attitude of Afrikaans-speaking students
who uphold White supremacy and, almost unanimously,
support the ruling Nationalist Party. However, there have
been faint glimmerings of eriticism among sr sections of
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Afrikaans students at Stellenbosch and Pretoria Univer-
sities, which suggest a distaste for the Government’s inter-
farence on the campuses. Thiz would have been unheard of
a few years ago.

English ing students, h gencrally more pros-
perous in origin than Afrikasns students, vary from the
largely indifferent and apathetic to the critical in the atti-
tudes they adopt towards the regime. The basis for this is
to be found in the hlstorlm] poh ical and economic rivalry
of Afrikaans and Engl South Africa. After a
lomg and bitter feud with British Imper Jall-sm and its
English-speaking eonneetions in South A Afrikaner
capital finally won political control in 1948 on the basis of
the narrow nationalism it invoked. Whilst the Afrikaans uni-
versities are obsessed with thelr Chrml)an National Ged.
and inculcate the wvirtues of ra exclugiveness, the
English-language universities attempt, or pretend, to remain
faithful to the 19th Century liberal vabies-upen which they
were founded

Limited though such an-environment iz, it certainly makes
the English-speaking i more op inded than the
rest of White South| Africa, At university they tend to be
out-ofistep with White ‘bassskap’ theught. and seek some
contact — difficult though it is'— with Black student
graduates they enter the world of commerce, industr)

and

the professions, apon clalming the suburban house with
swi g pool, double-garage and retinue of
Zome sidkened by the o o Bptiaut it Galg

dful have had the v to merge their i
th those of the African people, and have paid the price in
terms of imprisonment and exile, However, al no previous
stage have students from this group been involved in anti
government demonstrations as is being seen today. In addi-
tion these prote re tending to be more lively, eritical and
vociferous, We need to explain the reasons for this new
phenomenon and look to the direction in which it might

insignificant number of Black students attending
rsity reflects the ¢ racial inequalities found in
facet of the country’s life. The chances of a Black




South African gaining a university place are extremely
remote, It is estimated that 0.05 % of Africans attain some
university education. For every 100,000 in the pnpulalinn
gr nup concerned, §86 Whites, 352 Indians, T4 Coloured, and
13 Africans, reach Standard 10 — when pupils are eligible
to take thelr university entrance examinations.* Secondary
school pupils who galn a university entrance cer
pigeon-holed to Fort Hare if of Xhosa descent, to Turfloop
in the Transvaal if Sotho, to Ngoya if Zulu, to Salisbury
Island, Durban, If Indian, and to the College of the Western
Cape if Coloured in origin. Respective enrolment at these
dispersed ‘bush’ colleges is 451 at Fort Hare (1968 figure)
B41 at Turfloop (196%), 371 at Ngoya (1968), 1,701 at Salis-
bury Island (1968), and 351 (1962) at the College of the
Western Cape. An additional 450 Black students are enrolled
at N sorsity which operates a ‘Non-Eurepean Sec.
apidated Durban building. 3 miles from the

L Univers;
preserve the

identity o 1 group in accoidance with-the Govern-
ment’s policy ‘of separate development 56 i8 to
intai traditional | Black-White in South

the Government spokesmen put it; to preserve
n and his civilization in this multi-racial land'.
ced isolation, and stifling environment of the
o enndemns the Bladk student to an inferior
ation, Black graduates have next to no
ced with a d('.n[h of jobs in the Ban-

in the White
o graduate de
rest of his people, He
d expected to maintain a se
even the most ignorant of Whites.

Black students, like thelr counterparts elsewhere in the
eolonial world, likely 1o participate in the revolutionary

eontrol
ry the Bla

s not achieve a status ver
ill looked upon
de to

cation to 1968, a
, by Muriel Horrell

* Bantu th African Race Re




struggle to overthrow apartheid and liberate South Africa,
This is the reason why so many African graduates, like
Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo, have gone on to play
outstanding roles in the liberatory struggle, and why the
revolt of the tribal colleges is of far greater significance
than the protests on the White campuses. The South African
educational tem, as with all the other relationships
stemming from White domination, exhibits the charac-
teristics of what the South African Communist Party terms
‘colonialism of a special type': where the oppressing White
nation gecuples the same tervitory as the oppressed peopls
themselves and lives side by side with them,

that of ‘White South Africa’, there are all Lh:-
n advanced capitalist state in lts final s
. But on another level, of '\ln-| Wh
there are all the features of a calony ... It is

On one le
features

3 u‘n(h determines the ﬁ'Nl‘\'\‘ nature of the South

African syafam .. .*

The respective roles and contribution of Blade and White
students tan only be understogd in light of such a pu--
spective, It explains why - Black and-White stud
though more or less in simultancous protest, ar erati
at two different levels. In the one instance theve is the Black
student inevitably| invdlved in the strugple for the national
emancipation of his people; in the other instance there s
the student from the dominant racial group, not unlike the
White Am an protester, who iz growing sick with the rot-
teness of his society,

We quite correctly stress that the powerhouse of the
jcan revolution is the struggle of the African
must not turn a blind eye to the revulsion which
sections of White students are developing for South Afri
" should we scoff at their efforts for not being
enough American society is turning inward on
- the war in Vietnam, then might not "White South
Africa” — an imperialist state in its own right display
similar con jons when it is faced with the revolt of its

L .he Ronn‘ rn \rlurh African Freedom, Programme of the South
ist Fa




own '‘Black Vietnam'? Are not White students showing
right now that White South Africa is far from the monolith
people presumed?

U.C.T. SIT-IN AND FORT HARE LOCK-OUT

Black students were barred fmm Ihc English-language uni-
versities by gove t only the Uni-
ities of Cape Town (U.C.T.) and “‘lll\ atersrand ("Wits')
wdmitted members of all races, even then observing seg-
fon in social and sperting events. The University of
Natal was not affected as it alveady operated its own full
segregation; it has in fac e geographical separate facul-
ties, two for Whites in Pietermaritzburg and Durban, and
the third ‘Non-European Section’ in Durban. By ending
racial inter-mixing the Government hoped to enfores an ac-
ceptance In reluctant g r= of apartheld policies, and at
omee procesded awith the eveation of 1he tribal institutions.
Only Fort Hiye, with a proud and inde
record, attracling students all owver
and beyond, had been in e
debased ow i
Government
through Stite con 3
tard the militaney of African af
to administer i
fitreely resisted,
ernment-appointed  Pri
with tomatoes when h
Oetober 1 Fort Har
trol ever since. At the same time the English-langu
versities ned’ the murder of wdemic fre
staging joint student-staff processions in the cit

ndent acs :ucmlt

, nearly ten yes

ated. Whilst the
quiet’ on the
‘pride and




explode the lie. When 1.000 U.C.T. students streamed into
their administration block on August 16, 1968 and occupled
it for several days, the significance of the action was not
only in the fact that it marked a new spirit of militancy, or
that this represented South Africa’s first sit-in demonstra-

tion, but rather the target at which the protest was aimed.
The students’ loathing for apartheld policy was on the
increase, but for the first time criticism was levelled — not
at the Government alone — but at the so—called liberal U
versity Council. The controversy arose when the U.CT.
Couneil appointed an Afriean, Mr. Archie Maleje, a3 senior
leeturer in Social Anthropology, but later revoked the deci-
sion on Government insistence. The students were furious
that their Council, who claimed to champion academic fres
dom, should co-operate in such a blatant act of racial d
1 i an let the Government do its own d

ome Géerman Universities did under Hitler!,
at |t.’|§l it ghould renpunce its title wntil such time
had pegained 118 putonomy, and go back 1o using its for-
mer name of the South African| College,
Solidarity demonstrations with'the git-in_stadents quickly
d to the other campuses, despite threats from Vorst
ne if the protests did not end, Wi
ide their gates in a defiant gestu
¥ |h]’| lhc- City Council, .\Llln!! on rster’s instructions,
sh the heart of Johan-
«d insults and rotten
3 President of the Wits Stu-
dent Representative Council declared: *Students have now
ed a new era of protest in this country . .. which ar
rt of nation-wide demands for dent

f interference
Vorster or anyone else,
attemphbed to see Prime Minister
lice with dogs, and Afrikas
them up.
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Within a fortnight the focus of attention shifted dramati-

| cally to Fort Hare, The White student front, seething with
excitement and life, awoke with shock to the realisation that

the plight of their remote African colleagues was far worse

than theirs, On August 16, the day the UCT, sit-in began,

| the Government was attempting to quietly install a new
| rector, Professor J. M. de Wet, at Fort Hare. The students
|

boyeotted the ceremony. which was addressed by Blaar
Coetzee for the Government, and political slogans were
painted on the college walls, These were divected at D, Ver-
woerd, Vorster and Coetzee, and included ‘Fort Hare for
Africans not for Afrikaners’ and ‘Mafeje for U.CT. Sub-
sequently 17 students were arbitrarily singled out by the
Rector and held responsible for the defiance, They were
taken away by the Security Police for interrogation and

their rooms were searched. On 5th September, students boy-
res in sympathy and staged a sit-down
¥

strike outside the administ

ion. blne fith. September,
the Rector suspended all those participating in-the siege
and gave them until 3 p. m. {0 disperse. At 3.05 p.m. 300
students (lwo-thirds of the student body) had vefused to
budge. Lustily singing Treetdam song: were promptly sur-
rounded by stores of police with dog ith
t s bombs and gasmssks. Chanting and singing 296
students were marched from the campus, placed on Railway |
buses and sent home. When about 100 of the students
rived in Johannesburg they were met by relatives and
friends who sang “Nkosl Sikelel’ j-Afrika’, the national an-
them of the Afr ational Congress,

cotted their le
|
1

The second wave of antl-government prote within
month follo h-language universitie Al |
iln -strong student picket, confis |

\\“n police

the names of

hose participa lu.
v

pporting the
tement were held at t
At \\'Il\ some of the Fort Hare

meeting and explained the

an I




extension of the system of separate development which they
completey opposed. They explained that at a tribal college
they were caught between the urge to question, which is the
esscnce of education, and a system which makes certain
questions dangerous. Police presence on the campus was a
thorny issue, students felt ‘they were under almost constant
survellance by the Spe Branch or student spies for signs
of political dissent.” Fort Hare was like a Didiensian board-
ing-schoel ‘the people most hated' by the students
being the African wardens who enforeed discipline and the
hestel rules. They used duplicate kevs to search students’
rooms, patrolled late at night, and made sure that no liguor
or women were in the male quarters,

One student, told a Johannesburg newspaper that the Fort
Hare confirmed his students' impression of him when he
dents were children and did not know what they were doing.
‘At Fort Hare, we are living a guaint life-in a quaint place
our lecturerd being ple with whom we have no
1 ' The-Hector of Fort
confirmed, his students-{mpression_of him when he
ared that the ‘Forg H -sludv 12 might-have been in-

orld sthdent unrest” and ‘the den
ave been fimed to 4
The Whi

i

e IIu-m But there w:
2T, and Fort Hare
nts of united and com-

THE ROLE OF NUSAS
have llu"l -ua.num-d and co-or c.u'.alul on

The protes

flen been critical of NUSAS for ils gen
ntation, its moderate approach, its refu
al political stand outside the university sphere,
and its failure to identify with the liberatory movement. Its
i stand on acades reedom, however, has made it a
pet=hate of the Prime Minister, In recent years it has come




under inereasing fire as one of the last remaining liberal
institutions left in South Africa. Since 1966 its presidents
and several office-bearers have been banned, deported or
forced to leave the country on one-way exit visas, The Gov-
ernment has been th ing to ban the organisation if it
does not come to heel. In order to defend itself NUSAS has
had to seek more active support on the campuses. This oe-
curred when the English-speaking were begi

to shrug-off the apathy and indifference of the past. The
new mood among White students is influenced to a degree
by world student unrest.

White South Afriean students, who have been led to be-
lieve that Britain and the U.SA. represent model systems,
are perplexed when they see middle class students, not un-
like themselves, in a state of almost continuous revolt with
capitalist socicty. This has led 1o a reassessment of their own
idens and & more perceptive awareness of the power struc-
ture of South African society. During 1068 meny. teach-ins
held on “Student Power’, ‘The Rile of the
Futuife of South Africe". Many students
cater suy-in-the running of the uni
wipled this with demands for the readmission

fents.
AS was keeping abfenst with this new mood and
organised many such discussions. It took a stand against the
rebel Smith regime; quite a cowrageous act in South Africa.
In June it sustained a powerful. government-incited, attack
by right-wing students who called for (e disafiliston of
the Wits, UC' 5" unions. NIJ-
SAS emerged
move was heavily defeated in hotly-conte md
tions. In the words of the Presiden
tacks 'made NUSAS
it had been for

In July, ||a||.|| congress, NUSAS expressed lts
belief thal the ideas for \\'h|<|| the late Chief Albert Lutuli
stood “will ultimately tr . A resolution
passed pra e and perse-
under house-arr s realflrmed
on to Tan & a resolution dealing with

a1




‘terrovism’ (sic), NUSAS expressed its 'horror” at acts of
violence — but at the same time, its ‘belief that Government
policies fostered acts of terrorism by oppressing a large see-
tion of the population’.

There have still been bitter feelings from Black students
for NUSAS; or more accurately for certain NUSAS affiliates.
Delegates from the ‘Non-European Section’ of Natal Uni-
veraity made a protest withdrawal from the July Congress
when the Pictermaritzburg delegate was making his report,
A breach in relations had been brought about between these
two faculties of Natal University when the Pietermaritz-
burg students organised a segregated graduation ball The
Black students issued a statement condemning Pletermaritz-
burg for ‘going completely against the basic policy of NU-
SAS, which is based en non-racialism’. Relations between
Bladk and White students at Natal University have remained
strained over issues such as. this.

There are some Black students who ave growding so hostile
that they do nat wish to work with sny Whites. There has
been a move o establish & South Affican Students Organi-
sation (SASON ng W S lines for Black students. An
inaugural meeting was held at Marianhill at the end of last
year, but not all, who attended seemed sure about the effec-
tiveness of such a body. There have of course been similar
attempts to found such an organisation before, but these
have Aoundered owing to financial and organisational prob-
lems. It would be extremely significant if SAS0 could su
vive and grow, but the difficulties may prove too great at
the moment

I feel however that Black Students should not turn their
AS, particularly at this crucial stage of the
agele. Black students should have their own organisation
but also work with NUSAS, White students are showing
thems s more responsive to the demands of Black stu-

: than ever before. Black students have the potential to
AS and the W] hno students into more radical

the more moderate NU.
a position of compromise

p The danger |.{ isol
.‘\‘:‘\ les ,udm ship migh i
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This almost occurred when the NUSAS leadership offered
to drop nationwide protests they were in the process of organ-
ising if the Minister of Police, Mr. 3. L. Muller, would agree
1o see them. Muller, of course, complied and instead of stag-
ing the protests which were against police activity on the
campuses, and the increasing use of informers and spies, the
NUSAS leadership discussed these points with the Minister
of Palice himself. A very conciliatory meeting was held and
the Press hailed the occasion as a ‘New Era in Government-
NUSAS relations’. The meeting took place in February this
year, during the long summer vacation, There was a great
deal of confusion and disquiet among White students and at
Wits there was particularly strong resentment against the
manceuvre, When the academic year began in March a NU-
SAS leader from Cape Town had to fiy to Johannesburg and
m the Wits students down. Fortunately the Government's
ndedness saved the situation, for Vorster,
Muller and other Ministers were soon back to the attack,
slating and threetening the students in highly repetitive

"‘hu- mi-.h ust u[ Blalk students for NUSAS seemed confirmed
mnrJ the '.m\i:a—

3 were far ahead in their mi
t.mc.\' of |hc' nationa i NUSAS now prepared f
its next big campaign of nationwide der ations. Thes
were o e the English-1 Universithes'
dedication to academic freedom nmd(- ten years previously
at the time of the rnment’s Extension of the Uni i-
lies Act of 14 veek of re-dedication organised in-
volving vig marches, and climaxing in general
asembli meetings at the four English-language
ties on April 16

I

It is estimated that more than 10,000 students took part in
these protests, including students from the Johannesburg
and Natal Teachers' Training Colleges. The demonstrations

1




were marked by a show of respectability on the one hand,
involving all but one of the Principals of the Universities
concerned, who signed the students’ petition for academic
[resdom, and a vietous show of force by the Government
on the other hand, with attacks on the students by Vorster's
fascist thugs. Both the Johannesburg and Cape Town Ci
Councils, again toeing the Vorster line, refused to allow
marches through the city streets. on the gre o that “thescé
would provoke disorders'.

At Wits the students maintained a grim 24-hour-a-day
plcket for the entire week along the boundary of the
mpus (the busy Jan Smi Avenue), Students were @
Ited by hooligans and provoked by the police but they
couragesusly held their ground. On one occasion when only
ten students, including six girls i
100 rowdies from the Air Foree
toria, descended on the thin line

set their posters alight. But the bj
ted by the h Afrie
ik pitkels for f
./ When ether students y whnl had h
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The struggle moves forward

No state can indefinitely rule when its power rests on the
compulsion of the gun and the boot. Of the Fort Hare stu-
dents sent home, all but 21 were readmitted, but under the
maost humiliating cireumstances, Within a month the slogans
were back on the walls: "We want 21, ‘Stamp out police in-
formers’ and ‘Academic freedom’. At ULC.T. the Mafeje epi-
logue, In December 19688 the Chancellor of
¥, mining magnate and financier Harry Oppen-
heimer, arrived to unveil a plague commemorating the
whele sorry affair. Students picketed the ceremony and held
placards which stated: ‘Flagues don't cure plagues', ‘U0C.T
Couneil le tes for apartheid', and ‘plaques — palliatives
for hypocrites”,

These two incidents illustrate two important factors. One,
that the Blade students, and thus the African people, are
uncenquerable. With the development of th armed struggle
the most dynamic [aree H be unleashed which will over-
g feeling of moral
dents, The

liberators me :
support. Alre; fons |!!.‘||u|e(l for the
May show development within the student
movement over the past year. The demonstrations are be-
coming more pol are looking outwards from the
university sphere and are finding links with other sections
of |ho R attitude of Black

crlllc:ﬂ studes
ing a full part in angements for the

ands of the Turfloop stude
AS. Black students,

sts, One of the
to affiliate
rity though they may

. can exercise a tremendous ce on the White stu-
dents. They can maintain and develop the democratic and
dical mood which has prevented White students from
allying with the forces of reaction, This is par the
on the road to South Afn sdam.




CHE IN BOLIVIA

Joe Slovo

WHEN C. I. A-COMMANDED THUGS wearing the Bar-
rientos un [mm murdered Che Guevara on the Tth Oc .|hm
194 band which he led had been in the
for exactly 11 months.

Those who look for comie book drama
from Che's Diaries® for in them they
char tie integ
dream-picture
As in his Reminiscences of the Cuban Hevao
the pages
stark 1
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life: in
and deprivation
arid! they. o ¥ pl

e with the qualities of dedica
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letter to his parents. ‘I don’t seek it, but it's within the logi-
cal realm of probabilities. If it should be so, I send you a
last embrace. I have loved you very much, only I haven't
known how to express my fondness. [ am extremely rigid in
my actions . please just take me al my word today.”
Che's self denigration and deeply-felt but characteristically
understaded compassion for the ‘little mare’ whom he
struck in a moment of temper because it was moving too
slowly due to weariness is an example of his deep humanity.
That night he brought his men together, He talked of the
diffieult situation. ‘A human carcass’ was the way he de-
scribed his own condition.

The episode of the little mare proves that at some moments
I have lost control; that will be modif d but the situation
must weigh squarely on everybody and whoever does not feel

eapable of sustaining it should say so. IL is one of those
moments when great decisions must be taken; this Lype of
struggle glves us the opportunity not anly fo turn ourselves
into revolutionnrias, the highest level of the -human species,
but It ko allews us to griduate as men; those who cannat
reach ol|hm- one of these 1o stages should say so and leave
the struggl
This compasgion,resilience| and nobility of spirit was of
course not unique th the Cuban struggle-nor to the short-
lived Baollvian campaign. It had its histotical precedents in
Hu: in China, in the Phillippines, in Viét-Nam, in
Algeria, in Nazi-occupied Europe and many other countries
in which men were foreed to resort to arms to assert a
people’s right to freedom. And ecach of these struggles —
some suceessful and some not — has thrown up its heroes
both sung and unsung.
HIS INTERNATIONALISM
Why then has Che Guevara more than anyone else become
the symbol of the hercic guerrilla amongst so m
tants, particularly the student youth of the
perhaps that in him is seen the spe ty of internation-
alism which moves a man to sac life in any part
; people who struggle for freedom and
imperialism? Che, the Argentinian, had already
leen part in revolutio struggles in Guatamala when he
ned Castro's band in Mexico, As ene of the twelve who
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survived the seemingly impossible landing on the Cuban
coast he marched into Havana at Castro's side at the head
a victorious people’s army, having proved himself a brilliant
AN BWos JEUM WY J0] jON epurbmeed e{iaiand jo
consider the well deserved reward of public office. He wrote
to Castro in April 1965 a moving farewell letter in which he
formally renounced his positions in the national leadership
of the Cuban Communist Party, his post as minister, his
rank as major and his Cuban citizenship. He proclaimed
that his only ties were those ‘which cannot be broken as
appointments ean! He left Cuba with the feeling ‘of fulfil-
ling the most sacred of duties; to fight against imperialism
it may be'. Before his final Bolivian campaign he
was ready to involve himsell in Africa on the side of the

nternational working
L world, This-guality of inter-
tial unity of man in

movement, and the

ainst oppressi
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ra, | prejudices
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arise; it can be ereated, He was critical of those who ‘feel
the need to wait until, in some perfect way. all the required
ohjective and subjective conditions are at hand’ These
thoughts were part of the debate triggered off by the vietory
of the Cuban people and they no doubt helped to molivale
his Bolivan decision.

Out-of-context and hanical adher # 1o rigid formulae
about the laws of revolution, regardless of changing condi-
tions, had doubless acted as an obstacle to revolutionars
initiative by some vanguard s and had blunted their
ability to recognize when the real moment of struggle had
arrived. The Cuban Revolution and one of ils important
theorists, Che Guevara, stimulated new thinking on this

problem by revolutionaries everywhere but particularly in
Latin America. The fact that revolutionaries had taken to
arms in a situation which seemed to fall short of the much

distorted thes: fon
was not new

China in the tw
lutionary situat
rectness of 1
struggle «

of Lenin's on the timing of an_insu

ties did not present a ¢lassical Type revo-
n. vet no-one-ean-today guestion the cor-
decision to take to nems in the. protracted
only \saw final i, 1040, When the
series of explesions héralded the small beginnings of armed
struggle in Algeria in 1954 it would have been difficult to
find the ingredients of an immediate i
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revolutionary experience and revolutionary thought. For
Latin America it was the walershed. Nothing thereaflter
could be the same again,

It was Che who articulated the growing importance of the
subjective factor in the quest for people’s power. As such
his influence in Latin America and on our own struggle was
significant. In the discussions which preceded the de
to prepare for armed confrontatlon in South Afri

the
Cuban Revolution and the writings of Che figured promi-
nently,

Thus in the amalgam of experience and analysis which
makes of Marxism a living guide to social action and not a
petrified dogma, Che, who was proud to call himself a
Marxist and o Communist, has an honourable place.

This iz said advisedly and not as a formal bow in the di-
rection of prepriely which precedes the awkward path of
servations about-aspeets of his thesis

50 soon affer) his herpic self-gacrifice. T feal the need o
say this ig in' itsell a commentary on certain unhealthy
Teatures of some mts of Che,

On the e is the ungeneroyus tendency to
belittle his impartance by paving homage to his courage but
not tr hiz-thesretical contri-

butions, This unba Ilclrl.tt‘. treatment diminishes the man, On
|‘r|c rslhu the emotion-padied pre

s the permanent defeat of Boliv
illa tactic as a form of struggl
We must discard both of these
the day it i
and to reject the
and thinkers, wi
balance and hor
about leul
They will gain far more fr om a e.lubL‘mn refuss
revolutionary moveme them openly
vian eampaign ne
asiderations.




THE BOLIVIAN DECISION

The fact that he did not succeed® does not provide a con-
clusive answer to the question whether his decision to begin
was justifled. War, like polities, is not the provinee of cer-
tainty. ‘History', said Karl Marx in a letter to Kugelmann,
‘would indeed be very easy to make if the struggle were
taken up only on condition of infallibly faveurable chances.”
Yet this trulem does not imply that success or failure is
governed purely by the laws of chance. An unfortunate or
anexpected twist in a devel i may radically
influence the outcome but the mum- adopted must have its
roots in the real situation and be guided by the scientific
principles of revalutio theory.
Without detracting Imm the nobility of 3
believe that we must express doubt about the uunclnr.'~
of Che Gue i on. The question which
presents itself immediately apon reading ‘his D
was there not too mechan!

Guerrilla warl pple’by means
which include i by soldiers
alone, Armed groups, however heroie, have not the slightest
chance of surviving in isolation from the general stream of
political ferment : sation in the countr; les
from his writi i s Guerrilla Warfare
that Che Guevara fully <|||'|l|“|1l‘.d this,

‘For the individual guer illa warrior then, whole hearted
i on which to
He draws a
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the base and grounding of the guerrilla iz the people. One
cannot imagine small armed groups, no matter how
mobile end femilier with the terroin, surviving the o
ganised persecution of @ well-equipped army without this
powerful assistance.

NO POPULAR SUPPORT

n clear from a reading of his Dinries that the
cle to the survival of his guerrilla group in
& failure to win popular support md its almost
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The lack of incorporation of the peasants continues fo be felt
although there are some encoursging signs in the reception
given to us by old peasant acquaintances,

— Monthly Analysis, end of July, 1967

We eontinue without any incorporatlon on the part of the
peasants, logical to understand if we take into aconunt the
little contact we have had with them in recent tim
— Monthly Analysis, end of Augmr 1967,
The characteristics are the same as those of last month, ex-
cept that now the army is showing more effectiveness in ge-
tion, and the mass of the peasanis do not help us at all and
have become informers,
— Monthly Analysis, end of September, 1967.

unl\' peasant

A pig was killed, sold by Sostenes Vargas,
who stayed In his house, The others flee whe)
- St'me!libe? ";r.'l 1967,

was

Thus, in the whole of this period, not a single pes
Inspired to come forward to bear arms, On the contrary, so
wide was the gap between the guerilli band

around them tkat even the hope expre
they eould be neutrali

ven days befote Che's capture and

murder.
CAN MIUTARY ACTION ALONE MOBILISE THE MASSES?

The planned terror against the enemy forces had been on a
relatively rge and relatively successful scale. It
earried out with a skill which ence again reflected Che
virtupsity in this field. I engagement ococcurred
towards the second half of Mar 1967, ]
5 ents took pla
punished. (e.g. four in April, three in May, te
three in Jul di
not 1o have avoided publicity about the presence of th
guerrillas and their exploits. If anything it tended to exag-
gerate their strength and made se us admissions about
their own losses which in some of the battles were heavy.
The masses of th
presence ¢

herealier nume-

+ in which the enemy was badly
in June,

re well aware of the
ploits over a




period of many months, Here was a practical demonstration
of the guerrilla centre’s capacity to deal blows against the
enemy in organised armed confrontation. According to
Che's entry at the end of June, 1967, ‘the guerrilla legend
grows and gro we are now invincible supermen’, and
at the end of July, ‘the legend of the guerrilla is acquiring
continental dimensions.”

Despite all this, the peassants initial indifference developed
into fear and finally into colloboration with the enemy. Che
speculates in hiz Digries about the reasons for the almost
total shunning by the peagants of the guerilla and in
many instances their positive hostility, Was it due to
it due to the fact that the nts had been m
about the guerrilla objects?
ever the immedia use may have been (and some
extremely hard words are said by Che about the role of the
Communist Party of Bolivia, one thing is erystal clear. The
doctrine that' the masses will, in some g 15 Way,
respond to’ an ry centre — a ‘military foco -
needs serigus re-examination, The Belivian campaign surely
puls i prave diubl e overguneralised. frodativns
1 groups |u|u a country in which there
\d subject mainly to the
upsh slowly, in the wards

of Debr ad like
arguing a brief for the trad n-bound re
tance to concede the importance in some situations
actually establishing an armed contre as one the vital steps
in the und preparation for armed struggle. But this s
p of heroic patriots,
vl terrain and local
mgst the people or proper
2, can become the eatalyst of

i

most of them
dialect rmﬂ‘ without

plutionery trans formation.

NATIOMALISM AND INTERMATIOMALISM — THE IDEAL AND THE
REALITY

The participants in Che's group
handful of Boli




were freedom fighters from Cuba (17), Pern, Brazil and
Argentina.

The composition of the guerrilla band must have contri-
buted to the relative ease with which the enemy isolated it
from the peasantry. This is of course not the first example
of cutsiders particlpating in freedom struggles and even
playing a leading role. In his introduction to the Dieries,
Fidel Castro draws special attention to the fact that in Latin
America the internationalist tradition has histeric roots and
points to the names of Bolivia and its capital, Sucre, which
were both named in honour of their first liberators who
were Venezuelan, But Bolivia has witnessed one of the first
attempts ' in more recent history to initiate this sort of
struggle by roup led and predominated by outsiders. It is
not a concession to n‘lllm\'ﬂl'cm or ‘the sectarian spirit’ to
guestion whether, espe
group should be predominantly non-indigenous in compo-
sition. Would thismat make the ullm 1-|| icate-problem of
achieving acceplan: |
in some cases, impossible]

The polith te in which a re\rr]mmm.-y movement
operates is given and is \l‘]llnm. if e
ideals of the advanced ya . Nar
vinclalism,
nuriured

ular force in the modern «
geols national State, one
histarical featu
This reality

1 struggles but in the working cls
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in conformity with the peculiar features-of its economics, politics,
eulture, national composition (Ireland, ete.), its colonies, relig-
ious divisicns and so on and so forth . . . We must clearly
realise that such a 11-1rh-u, centre mmnut ‘Jndcr any eireum-
stances be built ¢ W
Identical rules of -mu;.gu- "As long as n.mqn.n and state
d.mvmm. exist among peoples and cou
ces will continue to m(u.l for a w
.Jﬂ.c:'r the dictat roletariat hi
on a world sL:'l‘ - llu‘ unlly of international tacti
Communist movement demands, not the
m of national differences
nt_morent) ...
ete for us s ... being obso-
not sink to the Iw\ﬂe‘l uf the
d = £ . That
pitter krull, Yo eusk

and ¥
ne time you must soberly follow
rlass and preparedness of the
whole class (not only its Communist vanguard), of all the
il m t of their ddvanced elements).

cularly in that part of the world.(and our experience of
rica condirme this) whers oppression and manipulation by
impertalism-have wrought so much material and moral
ige there andable suspicion amongst large
ions of the peaple against the foreigner’ and the outsider.
hi lmlc:ﬂ judice iz hypoc ed
by Impe
lm..h-

on A |':;.v:mz-d pcop]e. especially w]u-
documented — as in Bolivia — mus
and tactics of struggle must take
vanguard group itself is not allngplhc-r @
this factor as appears for example
Diaries on Apr:] 12th 1867:

b Indunt with Hicard
A very pmn'ml example of the need to accommodate a
movement's L to the character of the struggle 1 to
the reality of the political terrain is contained in Che's Re-
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miniseences of the Cuban Revolutionary War. In the course
of a tribute to the Guatamalan patriot, Julic Valle {El
Patajo), Che mentions the fact that when El Patojo heard of
the intended Cuban action he woluteered to join Castro's
band in Mexico. His offer was not accepted for the S
that ‘Fidel did not want to bring any more foreigners into
that struggle for national liberation in which I had the
honour to participate,” What developments have taken place
in Latin America since then which would warrant a depar-
ture from the correct thesis which must obwiousky have been
at the bottom of declsion in the case of El Patojo?
This of course is no argument against patriots participating
{even in leading capacities) in a life and death struggle
outside the borders of their own country as Che did in Cuba
or our own heroes are doing in Zimbabwe, Che say
spilt drop of blood, in any eountry under whose flag one b
not been born is an experience pi d on to others who
suvive, to be added later to the libpration struggle of his
own country. And\each nation liberated is a phase won in
the battle for the Liberation u[ one’s jown,_country.’ Abso-
Lutely true! But what is bei sed here are theee tactios
dictated by the predominant cha i

tion which will most affes -rg anise, and an
oppressed and often badew 1 ihe direc-
tion of & conguest of pow

OUR OWN STRUGGLE

In our own struggle we hi recently experienced some of

the problems which face a guerrilla in a relatively alien
environment, The historic alliance between ZAPU and the
ANC heralded the beginnings of large-scale guerrilla opera-
tlons In Zimbabwe in 1967, The armed units which engaged
the enemy consisted of combined ZAPU- a\Nf‘ freedom
fighters, The common enemy facing bof
and the Zimbabwe people is — more
where — one and the same. It is the white 1 ist regimes
eontiguously situated, .\clllu, in close co-operation and bol-
stered up by 1 | inmperialism. What is
more, white = ealled into Zimbaky




by the Smith regime and formed the backbone of the enemy
forees,
Despite all this the leadership and composition of the
guerrilla units reflected the reality of the struggle in Zim-
babwe, the main content of which is the national liberation of
the Zimbabwean people. The problem of establishing con-
tact with the people and gaining their confidence and sup-
port would have been a (hc:u.-s.md fold more difficult, if not
altogether impossible, if the units were led and numerically
dominated by South Afriean freedom fighters with no
intimate knowledge of the local terrain, the people — their
dialect, customs, hs , prejudices and so on. This is the
experience of our [ g men and it relates 1o peoples
y the same enemy but having close ethnic,

cultural and language ties.
The collaboration which led to the combined apelmmm be-
tween ZAPL and the i
of internatienalism

Lt It constilutes an
important milestone |n the struggle against a common

enemy united by racialism and imper
borders of our owncountry

Jism. Bm even within

we.did not give suffic
yaltie:

nt-weight to local,
nd fact
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NO COLLABORATION WITH BOUIVIAN ORGANISATIONS

nds and tenden-
1t there is no mention
5 which moved Che te choose

ng reflections on certain t
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d some other ter Y e launch-
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none of the existing political organisations inside Bolivia
(including the Communist Party of Bolivia) were formally
consulted about the action,

According to Fidel Castro, in the introduction, during the
initial phase of preparation of the guerrilla base, Che had
depended mainly upon a group of ‘discreet collaborators'
who remained in the Bolivian Communist Party after a split
had occurred in it. According to Castro it was due to defer-
ence to these collaborators that Che invited Mario Monje,
the General Secretary, to visit him in the camp although
Che was not a bil sympathetic towards him. This meeting
took place on the 31st December 1966,

In the brief description contained in the Diaries, Che sum-
marises the fundamental guestlons <« by Monje as
including an offer b n from the leadership of
the Party, obtain its neutrality to the guerrilla struggle and
bring cadres Tor it-But the gondition- raised by Monje that
“the polit d fmilitary leadership of the strupgle would
[ pond to him lution had a Bolivian
environm was totally re ds ‘T would
be the military chief'ahd would not dceept ambiguities con-
cerning il Here the ' discussion turned ipto a stalemate

nd ended up ir 1

stro asser it Che's consultations with théhead of the
Baoli Communist Party n the nature of a gesture
and was unaccompanied by any expe on that useful
eould be established. In fact in the monthly
r that Monje's
elopments’ but goea on to sigh
‘contribute . . . by releasing me

with reliel that it would al
of polit glements',
This last cormnment is consistent with what appears to have
been Che's conviction that initlally at any rate 1‘n-.‘
military and polit vest i




forward the condition which included ‘group dissolution
..ne political organisation yel and the necessity to aveid
polemics about national and international discrepancies’.

POLITICAL AND MILITARY LEADERSHIP

For us this is an unfamiliac approach, In my arcticle on
Debray there is a more detailed and eritical analysis of the
formulations on these guestions which he claims reflect the
thinking of Che. In the words of Debray: ‘In the phase
preceding the selzure of power, the predominance of a po-
litical vanguard, the Party, ove v is not valid for
Latin America’ and ‘the people 1 be the nucleus
of the pa and not viee versa’. Suffice it to say that in
our continent such a proposition is rejected by all the liber-
ation forees actually engaged in armed struggle Including
our own. The issue was dealt with s.m'um.lh and unambigu-
£ \\'hm\ he was asl

stical and mili

, technie
are defined

iggle in the ' civil
nd therefore also military

armed aeti A

In any event the almost complete
band from any Bolivian political movement or organi
(none of whom appear to have been a party to the deci
to commence guert operations) obviously contributed
the set-backs suffered. On the 13th June 1967 the entry
reads: ‘'The interesting thing is the political upheaval in the
country, fabul numbers of pacts and counterpacts that
are in ir, seldom have the possibility of catalvsing the
ruerrilla been seen so clearly.” And o the 14th of July:
‘The government is disint: ting rapl too bad that we
do not have a hundred more men at this moment.'

If the peasants are not ready to come forward who would
provide these men? Who in any case would be in a positic

ation of the guerilla
tion

on
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to take full advantage of the ferment by all-round mobilisa-
tion of people in town and countryside? Surely the guerrilla
centre, in the initial peried, had almost by definition neither
nor the physical possibility of doing so. In
addition its contact waorld was so tenuous
{a few documents and the government radic) that it would
be guite unable to either weigh up the full signifiance of
these events or to form a balanced judgement on what is to
be done in the country as a whole. These questions are
firrelevant' only to one who belleves that mobil

-1

ed with the
is of v

all the facts in the i m will, no
doubt form their judgement, on the unhappy relationship
between the gue a band and the Cemmunist Party of Bo-
livia. One aspect hbwever galls for comment! if in truth na
genuine revolutionary organisation sks cither willing or
pable of throwing itself into this sort of slwcrLI this is
it/ [aetor in deciding whether
t country th embirk upon srmed-struggle.

These reflections provoked by reading of Ché's Diaries touch
on & number of vital problems of armed siriggle to which
our whole Movement is committed in Southern Afri
connected with this strugele
mis of political activity, the need to
correct political content, our ¢
wdp correct political guidance to the majority of workers
and pes s who by the very n
rectly participate in the initial pha
— these are problems which a
Their correct solution can make the difference hl‘lv\m"
lure, between real and a hollow vickory
¥ \P{'c“kln" what adds to the tragedy of Che's
ase he was such an honest, devoted ml
committed u-\ululm ary fighter and thinker, the Bolivian
experiences may well have evoked in him a further assess-
ment of some of these pl oblems, whose correct solution is

I to the reval erywher




From South Afn

s History

The I.C.U.

Teresa Zania

L simply g 1 foctory and with o
single wo { o people will be

Durban,
e, Uni




The LC.U. was formed in 1919 in Cape Town. From Cape
Tuown it spread ‘like a veld fire” over South Africa, with
Port Elizabeth and East London, seaport towns first, then to
the country districts of the Cape, to Natal, Orange Free
State, and in 1924, to Johannesburg and the Transvaal It
even spread its tentacles to South West Africa, Basutoland,
Bechuanaland, Southern Rhodesia (where there was an
LCU. branch until very recently), Portuguese East Africa
and Nyasaland. Its membership grew, until in 1928, it was
nearly a guarter of a million strong®. At its height it had an
income of € 15,000°% Not only did the urban areas build up
a huge membership (Durban, according to A. W. G. Cham-
pion, another prominent I . leader, at the time of the
Annual ILCU. Conference in 1927, had a membersk
26,000°, but farm workers, squatters and labour ten:
flocked into the LC.IL

W sre held in the small towns snd villages,
s would pdur in, in their 1 Tt is reported

‘Big musler of Natives present,
autobiography, deseribes a
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[ Zulus streaming into
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town was somewhal
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alarmed at this African pilgrimage .
mated the crowd that attended the m
Almost any ‘dorp’ you can think of, even the very smallest
with just a few streets, in the middle of the Karroo, had a
branch of the LCU. at ane time or another, in the 19207
The rapid growth of the organisation indicated a new spirit
among the African people. The spirit was reflected in the
LC.U.'s early militancy.

Before the 1LCU. had even run one year, it had its first
big strike in December, 1919, at the Cape Town Docks. The
strike, which lasted three weeks, was partly a demand for
inereased wages, and partly a protest against the export of
foodstuffs when prices in South Africa were rockeling in
t World War, Four hundred Afri-
loured dodk workers came out. Kadalie's deserip-
tion of the strike in his autobiegraphy, conveys the excite-
ment he felt at the realisation of the p{m er of the non-
white workers when they acted in

By 11 A m.| (17th
docks was at i standaii I L
7 workers: streaming out of it Outsid
dresged the huge crowd, offie

lsed sirike of Noi-Europed

h D

st Cape Town

ber, 1018, the whole
il B il

labour uth Africa

The etrike, itself, was broken, as the Infernationat® of Ja-
ary 9, 1920 repc lurJ by ‘the treache: f the white wor-
on December 4, the Cape Feder
d a re |I|-m calling upon trade unionis
to handle foodstuffs for export, and thus. it appe:
waorkers had expected the white wor
well, b ey had failed to do. How
for about six me
I.. the steveds

had

adop

ough the Government R:
stration refused even to meet
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VIOLENT STATE REACTION

The LC.U. with its first strike, came unmistakeably face-
to-face with the organi: violence of the South African
State. A troop train was sent from Wynberg, and Africans
were forcibly ejected from the Docks Location and were
sent to Milnerton camp. This was just the beginning of a
constant hounding of I C. U. officials and rank-and-filers,
the breaking up of strikes by police and military violence,
mob vislence by white civilians on L C. U. property (as at
Greytown, Weenen and Krantzkop, in Natal), and even
shootings.
Less than a
Town Dock

v troops had been used in the Cape
e, in October 1920 people lost lheu lives
After the arrest of the I. C. 7. 1 in
Port Blizabeth, Samuel Masabalals, who, had called for ]
strike in support of a demand for a 10/ — a day minimum
wage for non-white workers, a erowd of people collected
outside the Baak Street police station, demarnding the
] i st u\l]idlh M]m had eome 1o

any

24 people were killed or died of wound-.. aver ;.r| [-eoplc

were wounded. The veport of the Inquity into the shootings

concluded t
all the firing
directed again
nate, and It was
in a terrible toll f.r
reason or justificatio

Open violence aj st the African people became an almost

yearly occurrence.

In February, 1920 over 40,000 African miners had come out

on strike on the Rand. The strike was broken by the use of

a police cordon thrown around each compound and, it

1,
ed and wounded without any sulficient

appears, miners were driven underground at the point of a
gun. When the police fought their way into the Village Deep
Compound several Africans were killed

May, 1921 saw 163 Africans killed and 128 wounded at Bul-
hoek, near Queenstown in the Ciskei, because they refused
to move off what they regarded as communal land.

8. Port E

beth Na

ve Riots Inquiry Report, January, 1821
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May 1922: Smuts sent a force of nearly 400 men, armed
with four machine guns and accompanied by two bombing
planes to South West Africa to ‘deal with’ the Bondelswart
tribe, who had refused to pay the dog tax, which had been
imposed on them as a means of forcing them into the labour
marked. Over 100 men, women and children were killed and
many more were mutilated or seriously injured. No white
mman died

Leaders of the I. C. U. faced police and civilian mob violence
in Bloemfonteln in April 1925, when 5 Africans were killed
and 24 wounded,

In October, 1928, there was a strike at Onder
government veterinary laboratory and f.
where the ms ¥ of the unskilled .Ju(l
labourers were members of the L C. U. Kadalie writes:

On arrival at Onderstepoort 1 was met by a bady of police
armed wiThiclubs and revolvers] T ventuced &0 asic permission
b tol ission could only be

x
Gouvernment tock
dl'.hlll.
South Afri Is itsell a democt
and yet its representatives meet 4

union organisation who had
problems of the members of his union wi
revolvers {which, no doul ¢ had in hand to use on th

strikers).
1929 saw the I C. T.
time in Durban. T v the vie
vorker at the “I-[lvn where the L. C
, and grew ir




D_\- the second week a general strike was in progress which
C ;u-c‘1| Ihe \\'Imle industrinl and commereial system of East
strike was now complete, as all domestie
5, a3 in private homes eame out. From the
city men and Wwomen ln-kkrd in orderly manner towards the
East Bank Location Strike meetings were now being atten-
3 people, As usual the S. A, police were
‘ery active from the first day of the strike. Aeroplanes were
flying overhead when sirike meetings were in progress ..
Police reinforcements were rushed to East London by special
teaing from all parts of South Af At the boundary between
the location mnd the city, military vehicles were parked to
transport armed pol quickly as uired ... At nights
special civil voluntesr police patrolled the location streets. It
was then that 1 decided to disguise myself during the
nights
The strike committee was eventually
two months in gaol, and then stood '.|u'|1 in the Supren
Court in Grahamstown, where Kadalie was sentenced to
three months hard labour, or a fine of £25.
It can thus be seen that theT; C. U, found s
attempts at negotiation, an extremely hazp
Kads ﬂw pid ‘They (the whiles) may Bring their aerop
and police and’ form \big eamps ev |y¢heu- bul T will
simply say to the European
nor clean your boots
heart as hard F
than done,
Open violence of this nature was, by no means, the only
problem an trade union organisers
Under the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1924, pa

= and even

bearing
us their
. of course,
tions extremely particularly as the
]l recognition, and they could thus use
inery to entrench and re-inforce their
||<~w1 position. And hey did.

n, 1 agricultural labourer mine-
dulmomc workers did not fall under the pro
Wage Act, Under this Act workers could

u'hm- u

rhers  and
ms of the
oply for a

10, Speech during 1938




minimum wage to maintain a ‘civilised' standard of living.
The extremely low wages of the above categories of nen-
white workers, of course, had (and still has) a depressing
offect on the wages of all non-white workers in the South
African economy. In any ease, the Wage Board (set up
under the Wage Act) was, in actual fact, used by unskilled
white workers to maintain their privileged position as
inst non-white workers, and thus it merely worked as an
adjunct to the ‘Coleur Bar Act’, which reserved certain
categories of work for white workers.
Many African workers, at this time, worked under contract,
and they thus fell under the Master ants Act. This
inal offence to strike. The report of the Native
Economic Commission, 1930—1932, has this to say (para. 204):
In all Provinces ive contracts of serviee are generally
mrrne'd by. either the Native Labour Regulatlon Act or the
d Servants Act, which makes it a criminal offence
> rrll)lew('l‘ to tireak his contract of evyice, §. e, to steile,
but th s in prictice ara g&-ner ally not 'of much force in
respect of daily or weekly e s, Except, therefore, in the
Cape | Brovince are daily or weekly
employees, protection, there is
in practice eAn organise to
improve thelr positi

and Se

This' was strong language for an-extremely reactionary
report,

Many Africans spent only short periods in the towns and
then returned home for a period before returning to obtain
the cash, necessary to pay taxes and for their other needs.
This was particularly the case in this early stage in the
industrialisation of South Africa in the 1820's, when few
secondary industries had developed and there was a very
small permanent African working-class in the towns, The
eontract and compound labour system, operated not only on
the mines, but also for all types of labour. There was, for
example, the Kazerne Compound in Johannesburg, eatering
for the South African Railw: and Harbours (this w the
centre of L C. U, work when the organisation first came to
Johannesburg in 1924); and there was a compound for
municipal workers in Vrededorp, Johannesburg. Under this
system, of course, the African worker is put in a strait-

i




jacket, as far as his living conditions are concerned, for he
is supplied with accommodation and, very often, food, and
so, the employers argue, (as they did in evidence before
several Commissions), he can never claim that his cost of
living iz increasing, as s ation for higher wages. And,
of eoul the employe 0 argued that they were gmnp
him a wage to support only himsell, as his family v
supporting itself on the land in Im own territory. And thus
African mine-worke ere Jud they received as much
a8 2(— a day. The; ly received not more than 1/6 d.
178 d.

Jhc compound sysb lso makes It easier for the au
rities to regiment African labour and to break strikes. A
whale system of informers was built up within the com-
pounds on the mines. The African miners' strike of
1820 at the Village Deep Mine, for instance, was
broken by the simple device of throwing a police corden
¢ ot *Each'group of
& rest Tad g
:hi~ methad uaus

it

Aflri
buck to w
or ceniral st
theugh nul W

a more
80, too, the B

rders Areas scheme of toeday, under which
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exploitation of can labour
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stem
t problem ng to build s
ns when most of
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employers to remain unskilled), thus easily dispensed with.
At the same time, there was an enormous Afriean labour
poal on which the Gouvernment and employers could draw,
not only from within South Africa itself — places like the
Transkei — hul from Basutoland, Swaziland, Bechuanaland,
the Rhod, s, Porluguese East Africa. In this situation it
extremely difficult to build viable trade unions, The
Native Economic Commission 1830=1852, Report (para. 253)
considered: ‘The impeortation of Native labourers ... .. not
compatible with the improvement of the economic condition
of the Union Natives ....' This, again, was strong language
for this sort of Commission.
Adrican trade unionists had to [ace a situation where they
had to try and obiain higher wages and better working con-
dittons, w||h |||L' knowledge that, even is they approached
the employ a demand, they could not back it'ut with
a strike, unlese they were prepared to-face possible fines

and gaol tences. Bub their problems went even further
than this: very ofter ¥ uld | not even be received
by an e s :»ln- Ihnlo Pressure on

b .-\I'rirnn t
I incident blew tp ||m.
. Minister rs[ Posts and T'._I
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tion confirmed by the National Party-Labour Pact of 1924
— further weakened the whole trade union movement, Black
and white. The Communist Party, formed in 1921, and
particularly Sidney Bunting, realised how this division
would weaken the working-class movement, and con-
sistently fought for the unity of white and black workers.
From the earliest days of the L C. U, in Cape Town, some
sts had close connection with the organisation.
Roux states that they drew up the preamble to its first
constitution along the lines of the preamble of the Indus-
trial Workers of the Wolrd (of America-. The International
Socialist League (L 8, L) had formed an erganisation called
the Industrial Workers of Africa, sometime before the
Bucket Strike (strike of Joh i sanitary workers) in
1918. A branch of t organisation, in fact, worked with the
L C. 11, in the days of the Cape Town Dok strike at the end
of 1919, But it was soon absarbed by the L C 11,
The famous ‘Don’t Seab’ leaflet distributed by the 1 5. L.
appealed to the white miners to back up the African mine-
workers' strike of Fehruary, 1820, T "
White worie B hear the mew army-of labour
coming? The Naki cers are beginning to loake up.
They are finding out that they are slaves to the big capi-
taliste. Food and clothing ere costing more; but thelr

wages remain the same, awaey down at the pig level of

ers! Do not repel them! The Native workers

without raising the whole standard of

existence for al

They are utting aside their tribal differences and
oins are entering the world-wide army of

Commi Party inecn
African workers, and began t
le the re ned to
gan of the Ci




at the end of 1926, ing on Kadalie's that
many Africans did not know what wmmunism was.

a5 if it (Communism) were a white man's a

being equally or mare in this country a black man's — he did

not tell them that. (My emphasis T. Z.).
But while the Communists played a crucial role in the
I C. 1., they were faced by an increasin hostile and
opporlunist atlitude on the part of a section of its top
leadership, especially Kadalie, wich eulminated in the
expulsion of the Communist Party members from the
LC.1. a National Council meeting in Porl Elizabeth in
December, 1926,
At the tim,
Communis

of their expulsion in 1026 there were several
who held leading pe ms in the organisation,
Thomas Mbeki from the Transvaal, E. J. Khaile,
as Financial Secretary, Jimmy La Guma, Gens
ry, John Gomas from the Cape. and an In

o {he C Town Comuiittee. TT
L bogan to push for

Secondly, the
other | official
Kadalic of b
xpelled offic held
Al ‘||} umm\clla.m after the expulsions,
one of the resolutnins demanded 1 & sho h. be
. gy iz

for

ainat the pasg
b ised Kadalie of
avoiding all re; Om\ of lht_ resolutions adopted at
lho Korsten mee 1

an

B tlon with other
Bodies, ot -African people agninst pass laws and other oppres
sive legislatlon.

The Communist’s call

the organis was f
of the enormous financi the I. C. U, There
was eventually a court p EXpO! s handling
of the funds in Natal, where all the funds went into his

ntrol of the finances of
by the exposures
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pm -mrml account, so that there was no distinetion between
. finances and his own. After this exposure and his
<uspe'“mn from his al Provincial Secretary
Champion broke away with the Natal section to form the
I C. U. yose Natal. This was followed by an epidemic of
breakaways throughout the country. As Roux says
es wore |Jn|III\ with cis
lawyer's fees .
* full of drama and tragedy. .‘\u.rrh‘
lers competesd for power. They fought
the LC. U. And as they fought, the L C. U,
their eyes until IILn. was nothing to fight

e call of the Communists for firmer
pic splits did.

Now, why
afficials? The r

prepared, it seoms,
e organization, where the lower
rank-and-file would | play a full p He “preferred  the
a of the platform to the havd and |more mundane work
sAbion.
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Nothing was done, Disillusien spread among the rank and file.

Bul as people grew disillusioned In one district, as their

i u-amd o pay their subseriptions,

new, untouched dis %. So that it

hamnne-r! that by the lmu.- that the I. C. U. was flourishing in

the Transvaal it was already losing members in the Cape .

This gives a fair picture of the nature of the L C. U., as an

organisation: It spread, as both Kadalie and Roux have ¢

ribed it, like ‘a veld fire', and like & veld fire it Jeft very
little behind it

Difficulti

Thcro were enormous difficulties in bulding and consolidat-

I €. 1. I have already given some indication of the
Facing, particularly, African trade union organis-
ers in South Africa, but Kadalic made no attempt to
eounteract these tendencies towards disintegration. In facl,
his very appreach encouraged them, He \\'-mr.e'l'] to be a
‘plaform thianderer’, | and so he and’ oth €. U, leaders
went from plull’::lm to J'mm. rldu.ss.ng. very often,
thousands ‘of paople. no.resl follow-up, eitl
Lioh ‘or mags BeLon m.mhl oppresive laws,
for-better or working
no| strikes at

: of Conszolidation

K
-\fl r :IBI.'I

“tion on
itemp

reassert his leadership in the
union world; otherwise the I little, and
leaders even disowned some spontanecus sirikes,
back to work, before attempting to

negotiate,
Many of the
meetings, espe

dalie writes
such hell of
This gort of theme is r

1o the people to make
the white cannot sleep’,
peated over and r again at L.C. T,

18. Roux, p. 100
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meetings, and in comments by Kadalie, He says in connec-
tion with a meeting in Pretoria in 1930;
Whenever the occasion was big T used to take off my coat in
arder to enable me 1o move freely on the platform while pres-
sing important pronouncements home, Indeed sometimes 1
used to knock out my Interpreters when ° heated © during seme
of my big orations,
“Heated® had an almost m\'wa]ut meaning fnr J{ad.ahe This
quality of his was strengthened with the di of
his later years, when, in East London and Kingwilliams-
town, he had the last of the I C. U. branches. These were
in the nature of African separatist churches where Kadalic
was regarded as a Messiah.
Undoubtedly Kadalie used reclalism to get rid of the com-
munists. He played on the theme of ‘the while Communists®.
Bunting wrote in the 5. A. Werker after the expulsion of
the Communists: 'The white communists were attacked, no
doubt in the hope of dividing the black ones
The I C. U. rank and file and the other, of
whaole, for th {allst lne. !I is: s.iqu
that most opposition 1o the
eame from the' m irban |I||'s.
beth and Johansesburg, Durban, \\-'hue an_ African i
am whit retrogressive elements | was, strong, w
notable exception, C Immpum the Natal léader, was able
later to use this i Kad, himself, by
exploiting the fact that Kadalie was not a Zulu, came from
Nyagsland, and could only speak English. A great deal of
the African nationalism of the I C. U. rank and file was
closely related to tribalism,
Natal, for various reasons, which T eannot déal with in any
detail for lack of space, had ined a tril cohesion or, if
you like, a Zulu national cohesion, to a larger extent than
Africans in other parts of So a. One of the reasons
was that the Zulus had more ..mri and had thus retained a
eonnection with £ ibal group.
nitant with this, had not been drawn, to the
same extent, into the url or only for i
short periods. During Rebellion
young African was ch ding false repm s
calculated to cause unnecessary alarm’. He had written in




Zulu to an acquainiance: ‘I want you to tell me about the
poll tax .. .. T want to go to the Zulu king because I am a
soldier , 1 shall leave Durban and go to Zululand'"® Thi
Zulu national identification was still strong in the 1920
and even much later,

The Zulus had put up a magnificent armed fight against
white conquest in the 19th century, and in the Bambata
bellion of 1906 {otherwise known as the Poll Tax Rebel-
lion) when they rebelled against the imposition of European
ect which drew them away from
the urban centres, OF course, the whole

capitalist economy. Roux has said

The Bambata Hebellic Natal in 1906 may very well be

ken as the turning point hl'lwm'n two pl‘rmrix

-|[ the blade man In South Africa: th 4

s At hts
1<».< of the-count
of an infernal pr
sm uF:Ill(l for nation
framewirk n( P

us
periad, one of
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i and

. ing
tribes and on mill
whites on equal, tes
rifle_and mnchu.v B n
the Inder
and M|I||\\ i
ruggle against white domination in Natal, .\I '.1 st Hil
ibly had & strong
ead of a more
rc'ﬂh».m and progressive poli Petit-bourgeoi:
L amplon, mainly interested in personal power
ain, were able to exploit alism for their
own ends, It is no accident that Champion was a prime
maover in the expulsion of the Communists, the vanguard of
cking class. This retrogressive nationalism contr
rgely to the disinle tion of the I C. U.
of the transition from a semi

feudal, tribal eco-

16, Quoted in Rous, p. 81
17. Roux, p. 8
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nomy, that the use by the I C. UT, of the strike, as both a
de union and a political weapon, is so significant, For it
a recognition by Africans that they had entered a capi-
talist economy and that, within this economy as workers, as
a proletariat, they had enormous potential power.”®

ROLE OF ‘LIBERALS'
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peced person in the eyes of the Communist
later in the same letter, T said nothing but just lis
the news so uselully dropped out'; and, again: ‘It will be a
set-back to my work with the I C. U. if it were known to
everybody’. In a letter to General Smuts of 16 January,
1929, she refers to her ‘three years' struggle to make friends
for the natives powerful enough to keep them safe from the
Communist influence'. And much more. It appears that she
was even hoping for money from the Carnegie Trust to help
the ‘work”
The Joint Councils and those connected with them repre
sented the interests of British imperialism in South Afr
mainly the mining houszes. They influenced Kadalie 1o adopt
what they called ‘sane. constitutional’ trade unionism. This
et deputations to the authorities and the emp!
, above all, avoidance of the strike or any mass acti
the African people.
t pity that K lie allowed himself to be side-

i I, for there is.no doubt that he v
kible man, highly fritelligent, not-awith courage,
.r-. ‘nt orator, His power on the platform had its
. for, as T have ¥ indicated he
radical and  demagogic
side ve, organised

Nonetheless, in spite of the failure of the I. C. 1T
ed the p of the
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past This will undoubtedly strengthen the African work-
ing class in South Africa.

AE the same time, the economy of South Africa has devel-
oped tremendously since the hey-day of the L C. 1. Tt is no
Ionger dominated by a single primary industry, the mines,
but has a complex structure with a deve
ing sector. There are many mo Africans in  the
towns and on the farms who have experienced for long
periods the vicious exploitation of their labour. In many
cases they are the third generatoin of wage-labour, and
have broken all ties with the so-called Bantu Homelands®,
In spite of th ment's attempl to roverse the flow
inta the towns and to bulld up, in Blaar Coetzee’s™ words,
“the ceonomy on contreat labour' a permanent African work-
ing class has de in the towns.

Furthe is suffering from an inereasing short-
age of skilled white labour. Thiz facter is of fundamental
importance for the | further development of the struggle.
There is an insgluble contradiction in the apartheid system,
where the complex industrial development of our

is fast outgrowing its colour<bar = i
opment of thy drrmed &
Southern Afri¢a, the white minority regime in South -‘\fn(n
will find its manpower siretched to breaking=finini, The

non-white workers will be in position to use their potential
power as never before.
In mbext, it can be seen important it is for our

struggle to be developed on g s, bringing in all the

progressive sections of our society — all se the
African people together w the Coloured and Indian
people and progressive whites
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INVALUABLE SURVEY OF WORKER

South Africa; Workers Under Apartheid by Alex Hepple, &/- from De-
e and Aid Fund, 104 Newgate Street, Lonodon ECI

A AR
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gold-mining, for instance, the white/black earnings gap has
widened from 11.7 to 1 in 1911 to 17.6 to 1 in 1966, and in
real terms the cash value of African wages is no higher now
and possibly Iower than in 1911, White jobs are everywhere
protected, and even if a shortage of white skilled labour
nd a few of the job re-
tion orders they have made it clear that in the event
of any white unemployment the orders will again come into
force. Thus the white workers form a labour arlstocracy,
fearful that any relaxati partheid will bring about a
reduction in their standard of living and security.
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The African, on the oth
no security of job or residenc
status of a slave labourer, herded into the reserves or in the
locations, allowed to work only on sufferance when his
labour is needed,
of the trade unions in Seuth Africa is littered
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defect appears. Mr. Hepple has given us
rial in the book on the Nationalist Part
trade unions {even the traditic May Day holiday
abolished on the grounds that it was ‘foreign’, ‘communist
and ‘anti-South African’) but little if anything on the re-
verse side of the coin — the political struggle against apart-
heid. Thus the impression one gains from the booklet — not
explicitly stated — is one of an all-pervasive aystem of op-
pression from which the worker has no escape, The under-
Eround activities of the African Na
allies, includin{( the Communist P:
tioned, and the budding guer struggle is not referred to.
Yet these m affect the consciousness of the workers —
how clse explain the strike of 1,000 African dodkers in Dur-
ban, unparalleled for a decade, and the threatened mass re-
signation of non-white hospital doctors in sew hospitals,
both of which oceurred in the first quarter of this ¥
Apart front this weakne Warkers inder Apartheid is a
aluable source of material on all aspects of-apartheid as it
affects the wirker.
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Western Governments are conniving at the situation
within South Africa and actively encouraging the South
African Government. France participates in the encourage-
ment. While making sympathe noises to some sections of
the ‘Third World' the French Government has carefully
fostered relations with the apartheid regime. It has actively
encouraged the sale of arms which will be used against the
liberation movements,

need to win French progressive opinion for more
Widar is clear. Recer =ps including the holding
of an international conferenee in Paris and the publication
of this book are part of the resp to this requireme

Serge Thion has written Powveir Pale (White Power) for
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about South Africa, scquainted with probably the single
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The wide ranging material is competently handled, though
some of the statistical material is not up to date. It will
neveriheless be of value to many people coming for the first
time 1o consideration of the South African political system.

There are however, some regrettable aspects of the book
one must challenge. Thion accuses the Western public of
having merely ‘lukewarm’ feelings, (though he adduces no
argument in support) but he himself, perhaps as a conscious
choice, has written a eold book, Today, a writer on South
Africa must not only present facts, he must argue s fonr
ciion, for solidarity. Readers must be brought face to face
with the quality of the human tragedies that behind the
statistics. He must feel real men an women fighting back,
pitting thelr humanism, their beliefs, their very live 556
ing their humanity against the monstrous wicke that is
South Africa today.

It is in discussing the Aght back, an
of resistange that Thidn retreals inte détachment. This leads
him to ments and | organisation in utterly im-
personal |<-uns. it lemds him {o trest-the P Fricanist
Congress as if it were on a par with fhe Af) 1 Mational
Congress;it teads him to minimise the role and impact of
the Sauth African Communist Party in ‘the liberation
struggle.
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could be written today in which the name of Bram Fi €
not mention N.C. leaders such as Mandela, Mbeki, 5
sulu reced J! mention.

It is difficult for w; s 10 cope With the rapid unfolding
of events but though Thion quotes from the AN.C. leaflet
which announced its alliance w APU. and the alms of
the armed struggle, he does not deal with the August 1987
announcement of the launching of the armed struggle as an
event of significance. He suggests that the A.N.C. has learned
at last from the experiences of China, Cuba and Alg No
duubl the A N.C. seeks to benefit from the e xperiences of all
peoples Aghting for liberation, and the expe of the
European resistance movements will not be irrelevant either,
but the ess al thing to grasp is that the launching of
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armed struggle is not a reversal of policies hitherto followed,
but the logical extension of them

The AN.C. and the C t Party have ated
their political maturity by developing forms of struggle
specifically related to the given conditions of their count
They have offered leadership to the mass movement in e
ploiting all the relevant and viable forms of action to their
fullest extent and they have moved in log: successi
through a variety of forms of revolutionary advance.

The revolutionary programme which Thion looks for in
the future is not waiting in the wings, it is being worked
out now at the present stage of South Africa’s history.
not asking for p male partisanship for this or
that organisation but for reslism. for recognition of the
rees which exist and which are increasingly mobilising and
uniting the poteptial for liberation as it takes on new foree
and power,

Omne

JOAN PELLAMY

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

I am presently writing my doctoral dissertation on the atti-
tudes of the Methodist and Anglican churches toward the
trade \mnn movement between 1814 and 1968. T would
lers who remember

apprect:
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bers or their o specially with regard to

L. Rand Strike, 1922

2. African Miners® Strikes, 1948

3. Banning of Trade Union Leaders, 1050s and 106(s
4, Cot
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an Vuuren

Nancy
History Department,
L { Pittsburgh,
Pirtsburgh, Pennaylvania. 152
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Letters to the Editor
A LETTER FROM NIGERIA

In the last issue of The African Comnunist there were three
letters eriticising the i bl {l\u 36, First
Quarter 1968) on the ng out of the
secession of the former Eastern Region. These letters are no
doubt well meant. They attempt to formulate a Marxist
analysis of the Nigerian crisis. However the writers, Idris
Cox (of G Britain) Toussaint and J. Girodot (presumdbly
South African comrades) seem to be rather ill-informed
about vital aspects of the

answers, J"ho first r||u‘§|lf)rl. bai: says, s thal Biafra mu:
have the right to decide ... sthet to secede’. (To me, by
seems| to be not a question Bul an answer.)
s is (NOT the first question. The f
uch|a[thing as Biafra?

that | ‘Biafra is

and 'n|<|1‘<| ling,

the people in 1his
, comrade Touss: 15 inhabited by a
y were not ‘amalgamated’ and

number of ethaie groups. T]
Inhq‘

about 7 mill
«d minoritie
less than § million pe
o mI‘u E:

a half mill

In the newly-forn
I . Bug barls and othe
one and a half million

Idris Cox is quite when he says the Ibos have the
right to sell-d stermination. But if they claim that right fc
themselves, how they deny it to other minorities in
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Nigeria? That is exactly what the ruling elique of ‘Biafra'
refuses to accept. This is the erux of the guestion.

This was a bone of contention in the pre-civil war period,
when these minorities were never adequately represented in
the government of the former Eastern Region. J. Girodot is
clearly unfamiliar with the economy, the geography and the
former administrative structure of Nigeria. In the former
Eastern Hegion the Ibos occupied 11,310 square miles; the
various other ethnic groups Inhabited a far greater area:
18,174 square miles. They produce the bulk of the agricul-
tural exports of the ares, and their land yields most of

In fact the federal military government, by creating twelve
Nigerian states, has provided real eonditions for the exercise
of self-determination. The former Bastern Reglon is repl.
by three new slabes which in fect fulfil whet Lenin o
ded in similar situations:

loc: ;] self-government with .ullunuluy for regioms having

omic and inl considerdlions; ' distinel
national composition of he population,
Col 1 ta;- Moseow 1964 Vol 20, p. 46

t ghows gpund |understanding- when he writes
iment ‘could well beonly & propa-
ganda appearfince deviséd by the ruling Bisfran clique for
its own purposes’. And even more 50 when he adds that this
sly the matter that needs study, investigation and
ment made on the spot by organisations with close

Toiss
that the "Biafran’ moy

contact L the people ,
It is the more regrettable that, defying these sound
i then procecds without study, invest-

— wirtually

“Ilh the people of Nigeria
. on the basis of some extremely

igation
to pr
dubious ‘str:
tainly, we need a thorough Marxist analysis of the
mal question plaguing Nigeria, But {
anding of the facts than

UDOBO ADAMS

Benin City, Nigeria




Letters to the Editor

PRAISE FROM READERS

I congratulate you on another excellent izsue of The African
Communist. It was, as usual, relevant, well-written and
interesting. I find your magazine easily one of the best in
the English language. Let me say that I find it relevant not
only because it is useful and necessary for us in the United
States to know what is going on South Africa, but also
because there is a consistent attempt made in your magazine
to talk about your problems in comparison and contrast with
problems in other s of the world. Thus, aside from the
major article on black people in this country last summer,
there are comments in many other articles that make direct
reference to us here. In short, it gives me great pleasure to
send you the enclosed cheque for a two-ye: i
Keep up the good work and good Tuds
pris

RANDOLFH SCHUTZ

Joamaicd, N. Y., U

The African Communist
and few that I have it

K, in prop
t Africa fo

the future

A5 McGROTTY




THE THEORIES OF REGIS DEBRAY
by JOE SLOVO

One Shilling (add 3d for postage)

AFRICA: NATIONAL AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION

tinar. 239 pages
{add 15, for postage)

WHAT | DID WAS RIGHT
by BREAM FISCHER

e § fodd- 3. for postege)

THE ROAD TO SOUTH AFRICAN FREEDOM

(Programme of-the South African Communist Party)

INKULULEKO PUBLICATIONS

39 Goodge Street,
London W 1
ENGLAND.




POST FREE

You may get The African Communist
sent to you post free by becoming a
subseriber.

Anywhere in Africa 4s. per year
(four issues) or equivalent in local
currency.

Europe 10s. (one year) 15s. (twe years).

America and Asia 9150 (one year)
£2.25 (two years) (girmail £3).

Stud Full-time students—deduct
one quarter on above rates (except
airmail).

Inkululeko Publications, 39 Goodge Street,
London, W.I




